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PREFACE. 

JLN the earliest records of English History^ 

EboR;^ £borAcum3 or Fork, ia represented as 

a place of great importance; and^ in the 

zenith of meridian splendour^ it was the re-> 

sidenee of Imperial power, and the legi^ 

lative seat of the Roman Empire. Hence 

we may readily suppose, especially when 

the ancient historic accounts of this city 

are contrasted with those of London, that 

York far exceeded in dignity and conse* 

i^ quence, if not in population and extent, the 

^ present capital of the British Empire, at that 

I period. 

S The remoyal of the Imperial court from 

h York to Constantinople, and the decline of 

il the Roman empire in Britain, operated pow- 

erfully against this city ; and the subsequent 
D devastations and ravages of wAr, frequently 

fi involved her noble fabrics in desolation, 
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Few are the instances of any place having 
so often^ phcBnix-like^ risen again ont of 
it's own ashes; or nnder snch reiterated 
and complicated scenes of distress, having 
maintained^ for so many ages^ it's scale of 
importance. Stilly Eboracum was signa- 
lized as the northern metropolis^ being fre- 
quently the residence of kings; and though 
at present much less populous than some 
other places^ York continues to rank as the 
second city in England. 

It is therefore a natural consequence^ that 
Eboracum has employed the pens of several 
writers^ who at different times^ have pre- 
sented the public with histories of a city so 
eminently distinguished; not only by it's 
ancient superiority^ but by the events which 
have transpired within it's precincts ; or have 
been ultimately connected with it's history. 

Amongst the various publications of this 
nature^ ^^ Drake^s Eboraoum^^ has hitherto 
stood decidedly unrivalled; and as it can 
very rarely be obtained^ the author may 
venti;ire tp appeal to the best informed on 
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the subject, if a history of this city^ adapted 
to the reigning taste, and also calculated for 
the libraries of the affluent^ has not long 
been much wanted. 

To have republished Drake's Ehoracum^ 
in two Tols. quarto^ with elegant plates^ and 
with such additions and alterations^ as circum« ^ 
stances might demand, was the author's ori- 
ginal design. With a view of ascertaining 
the probability of success^ in such an under- 
takings a prospectus was issued ; but^ from 
the pressure of the times^ and the local 
nature of a great part of that laborious 
works the proposals did not meet with so 
extensive a patronage^ as might have been 
anticipated under more favorable circum- 
stances. 

To the several noblemen^ and other lite- 
rary characters, who politely sanctioned that 
measure, by forwarding their names as sub- 
scribers to the works and as patrons of it^ the 
author is, however, bound most respectfully 
to tender his sincere and grateful acknow- 
ledgments. 

A4 
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Unwilling to abandon his design a1 together^ 
and, havings in his capacity as editor of a 
weekly political journal^ many leisure hours^ 
in which the mind is dispbsed eagerly to 
embrace a change from the routine of usual 
avocations, and some relaxation from a sub- 
ject that is not always of the most pleasing 
nature, the author at length concluded to 
prepare an entirely new history of £b6r^ the 
city of his residence. In performing this 
task^ he certainly has been indebted to the 
preceding works; but he has incorporated 
yvith all the most interesting matter they 
contain^ much original information^ derived 
from valuable ancient manuscripts, and other 
authentic records, as well as from the 
friendly communications of several gentle^ 
men in York. 

One of these manuscripts was a private 
register of public events, ccmmenced at a 
very early period^ and continued by that 
eminent physician, Dr. White, till his de- 
cease; for the use of which, the author is 
indebted to the doctor's sister, who now re- 



Sides in this city. Another manuscript was 
presented to the author's Father^ by the late 
Sir John Ingilby^ bart.^ of Ripley Castle^ in 
this county. 

From these various sources of infomiaticm, 
have been derived many advantages ; to 
which the writer has been able to furnish 
considerable accessions^ by personally visit- 
ing every remaining object of interest. — 
This minute investigation^ has also been the 
means of satisfying himself^ as to the authen- 
ticity of all his descriptions. 

A celebrated writer remarks : *^ The his- 
tbries of a town^ a nation^ and a man^ are 
little more than registers of human woes.'' 
Abstractedly considered^ especially with re- 
gard to the objects of early history, such 
records are, too frequently, the painful duty 
of the historian: yet, as the same author 
observes : ^^ The convulsions of nature, and 
the enormities of man — the war of elements, 
and the subversion of empires, are all ad- 
mirably directed, by the controling influence 
of the Deity, to the great purposes of sup- 



porting the moral interests of the worlds and 
of impressing the heart with the truths of 
Religion/^ 

From this position^ few will dissent. Nmr 
is it one of the least among the many con- 
solatory effects of the Christian Religion^ 
that^ in contemplating the barbarous scenes^ 
even of the most enlightened ages of Heathen 
idolatry^ there is much to contrast with the 
system which Christianity has introduced^ 
even in the present imperfect adoption of it's 
benign principles. Much more remains for 
them yet to accomplish^ respecting which 
may be adopted the exclamation of the cele- 
brated Dr. Young : 

*^ Was man to live co-eval with the Sun, 
The patriarch pupily would be learning still P* 

. These lines may also be applied to the 
discov:eries^ that have evolved in modern 
times^ and cast a light even on ancient his- 
tory. Hence we may conceive that the re- 
volving years which have passed^ since the 
former histories of York were published^ in 



addition to the events which have occurred 
in that period^ must furnish fresh matter, 
claiming the notice of an author^ and de- 
serving the attention of the public. 

Not fully estimating these sources of in- 
telligence^ the writer originally contem- 
plated this history being published in one 
volume ; but^ in the prosecution of his work^ 
both from the bulk and other circumstances, 
it has been found most eligible to print the 
General History^ and the Description of the 
City^ each in a separate volume, as >yell as 
in distinct parts. 

This arrangement affords a material ad- 
vantage to the stranger, and even to the ci- 
tizen who may be inclined to visit any of the 
interesting objects that York now exhibits. 
The Description of the City^ which contains 
an accurate plan, being divested of the 6re« 
neral History^ forms a volume, sufficiently 
portable to accompany the reader as a Guide, 
by which he may judge what objects are the 
most worthy of his notice. 
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The several copperplate and wood eft* 
gravings dispersed throughout this work^ are 
chiefly from drawings hy Mr. H. Cave, and 
executed by some of the first artists in the 
kingdom. These will enhance it's value to 
the generality of readers, especially when 
we consider, that the mouldering hand of 
time, which has already involved in ruin 
many productions of superior art, and many 
monuments of antiquity, is still proceeding 
in it's work of desolation ! and the firm and 
stately palace, as well as the tottering ivy- 
bound ruin, must, along with ourselves^ 
soon disappear beneath it's corroding power. 
Whilst we acknowledge the truth of this 
position, we cannot but confess there is a 
laudable utility in handing down to succeed- 
ing ages, correct representations of the mo- 
numents of former ingenuity; which may 
not only excite admiration, but also serve 
as objects of future emulation. 

Independently of this view, it will be ad- 
mitted that no description impresses en the 
imagination, so clear an idea of the peculiar 
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features of any object^ as the pencil of the 
artist. But^ the just estimatioa of this ad- 
vantage^ which the present age exhibits^ 
precludes further observation on the sub- 
ject. 

Disencumbered of much which is not only 
purely locals but which is also uncongenial 
to the taste of most readers in modern times^ 
yet containing all that is interesting, the 
author trusts the present Histwy of York 
will gratify the admirers of antiquity^ and 
every one who feels an interest respecting 
a city^ which has been so conspicuous for a 
long succession of ages; and^ at the same 
time^ will prove an interesting historic re- 
cord to the more general observer. 

In closing this prefatory address^ the 
author may safely add^ that, throughout the 
whole work, he has endeavoured to divest 
himself of every political partiality, in order 
to render it acceptable to all his fellow- 
citizens, and to the public at large; on whose 
candour and liberality, he flatters himself he 
can with confidence rely ; hoping, that how- 
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ever this history may partake of the imper-* 
factions of aU human efforts^ it will meet with 
a favourable reception in the present day^ 
and^ at a future period^ may contribute to the 
information or amusement of many; and 
be read with interest^ when the hand that 
is writing shall have mouldered into dust^ 
and long after the immortal principle by 
which it is actuated^ has departed to it's 
peaceful — it's eternal home. 
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J3I O city or town, in the united kingdoms, can 
present to the Author so great a variety of wonr 
.derful events, for enriching the page of history ; 
or exhibit to the Antiquary so many mouldering 
relics of former ages, as York, the ancient and 
venerable capital of the North, and the second 
city in the British Empire. 

It's situation is nearly in the centre of this 
Island, at the confluence of the rivers Ouse and 
f oss^ at the distance of 198 miles from Loudon^ 
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18 HISTORY OF THB 

and 201 from Edinburgh ; in one of the richest, 
the most delightful, and the most extensive vales 
in Europe. 

The antiquity of York is almost beyond the 
limits of calculation, and the etymology of it's 
name can be approached, only by the dim rays 
which issue from the lamp of conjecture. On 
this subject, Mr. Drake, it's principal historian, 
makes the following observation: ^^ The ety- 
mology of the name of York, encompassed with 
such difficulties and uncertainties, must however 
be an evident token of the great antiquity of the 
place ; and, if not as old as London, it is nearly 
,coeval with that city, whose derivation is as littlQ 
understood.'* 

That the existence of York, as a town or city, 
Vnay be traced higher than the days of Agricola, 
can admit of but little doubt. According to 
Monkish tradition, Ebraucus, son of Mempricius, 
the third from Brute, first king of Britain, 
founded a city north of the Humber, about 983 
years before the Christian sera, when David 
reigned over Judah. This place, from his own 
tianie, he called Kaer-Ebrauc, or the city of 
Ebraucus, and we may reasonably suppose this 
fcity to have been York. 
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Tradition further adds, that he there built a 
Temple, to Diana ; in which he himself sat aft 
the first Arch-flamen ; and that, after a long and 
prosperous reign over the Britons, finding the 
hour of' death rapidly approaching, in the 
agonies of dissolving nature, he commanded that 
his body should be interred within the Temple 
he had erected*. 

Without questioning the veracity of this tra- 
dition, or the probability of the word Eboracum^ 
the ancient name of York, having originated 
from such a source, the other various opinions^ 
which have been entertained respecting it's de- 
rivation, will be stated. The first which we 
shall present to the reader, has been considered 
by several eminent literary characters, as the 
most probable. 

In Portugal, is a town, called Ebora — In 
Andalusia, is also Ebura ; to the former if 
you add c, which, in the language of the 
Gauls, merely denotes the diminutive, it will 
make the word Eborac ; and the last syllable um, 

* The curious old church, in St. Helenas- Square, is 
isupposed to have been that Temple. — But further notice 
will be taken of it, in the proper place. 

B2 



20 HISTORY OF THB 

being only the latin termination^ completes the 
word £boracum« Caesar and Tacitus assert, that 
several colonies of the Gauls seated themselves 
in that part of Europe; who being afterward 
driven thence by the Romans, Carthaginians, &c* 
were obliged to wander in pursuit of some other 
resting-place. Hence, it has been thought, by 
Drake, very probable that they might settle at 
York; and that, to these circumstances, this 
venerable city owes, if not it's foundation, at 
least the name of Eboracum* 

Verstigan, in his ^^ Restitution of decayed In- 
telligence," says, the Ancient Britons, called it 
Caer-efroc; our ancestors Eborwic, Everwic, 
and Eberwic — Eber being the Saxon for a wild 
boar, and Wic signifying a retreat ; which might 
in time be pronounced York. The forest of 
Galtres, which commenced about a mile from the 
city, and extended as far as Craike Castle, and 
Easingwold, he adds, might have been fre* 
quented by wild boars, and this city founded 
as a retreat from them^'^. Thoresby was also of 
this opinion. Camden believes the signification 
of the word to be no more than a town or city 

* Higden^ in his Polichronicon, says the forest of 
Galtres extended twenty miles to the north-west. 
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jiltuated on the river Eure. Leiaud suppofii^s 
Eure to have been one of the rivers of Isis^ vul- 
garly called Oose; und hence to have been 
named Isure-wick^ Yorewic^ and lastly, York. 

May not, however, the word York come from 
the Latin word Urica, alluding to the watery si- 
tuation, and the sudden overflowing of the river 
Ouse ? This stream, frequently rushing down like 
a mighty torrent, and rising above it^» banks, 
overflows the surrounding country ; though in 
the greater part of the city,- the sipeedy and 
bold ascent of the ground, prevents the inunda- 
tion from extending many feet from the usual 
course of the riven 

The history of the whole island being very 
dark and dubious, previous to the landing of the 
Komans, on the Kentish shore, the history of this 
city must be involved in the same uncertainty ; 
particularly as Caisar did not proceed s© far 
as York, and therefore gives no account of it. 
In favour of the latter etymology, however, we 
may recollect that about the year 79, Agri- 
cola, the Roman governor, having completed the 
conquest of the Brigantes, preferred the situation 
of Eboracum to that of Iseur, then the capita^l off 
the kingdom; on which account he laidr the 
foundation of it's future greatness. 
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Whether the city now retains any of it'< 
original form, or was completely re- modelled 
by Agricola, is imn^aterial to the present sub-* 
ject ; but, it is worthy of remark^ that the simi^ 
larity of York to Rome is rendered yecy striking; 
by the circumstance -of the Ebor, now called the 
/Ouse^ runniqg directly through the city. Hence, 
also, York was more capable of augmenting iVn 
commercial concerns, than Isurium, which wast 
situated near the river Ur^ ; and also of fur- 
nishing the Romans, who were peculiarly partial 
to their hot and cold baths, with an aniple supply 
of water. Here then, doubtless, was the cause of 
preference ; and hence it might receive a name 
•indicative of it's situation ; for, although Urica 
ancj York are not exactly the same, if we recollect 
the Romans were succeeded by the Ss^xons, the 
difference m^y be purely dialectic. 

Jn a small work, entitled " Itineraire Instructif 
de Rome, en faveuf (Jes Estrangers, par M, Vasi," 
is a map of the anciept city of Rome; which, 
when compared with a plan of York, exhibits a 
very striking resemblance. In other respects, the 
Roman prigin of York is very evident; for it 
displays the same political lineaments as Rome, 
.though on a smi^ller scale— It possessed ^n iniv 
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penal palace and a tribunal — it bad the same ma- 
gistracy, and was governed by the same mixture of 
civil and military power, as the parent city, of 
which it may have been considered an epitome. 

Little is known respecting York, for many 
years after the conquest of Agricola A. D. 79 ; 
it is however certain, that the emperor Adriany 
having reduced Britain to obedience, returned to 
Bome, where he struck coin, inscribed on the' 
reverse, " Restitvtor Britanniae." 

In the year 1 50, according to the Itinerary of An- 
toninus, this city was one of the greatest and most 
considerable stations in the province. Under the 
government of Marcus Aurelius, the British king 
Lucius embraced Christianity; being the first 
crowned head in the world who became a convert to 
the religion of our blessed Redeemer: and, though 
we are not informed that this prince resided in 
York, yet it seeips highly probable ; as his father 
Coilus lived, died, and was buried in this city. 
Lucius was the last of the line of Brute, which 
family is stated to have retained the sovereignty 
i^f this island for many centuries. After the death 
of Lucius, many claims for succession to the crown 
were made ; and hence arose a civil war, which 
raged in the country during 15 years. 

B4 
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In the reign of the emperor Commodus/ who 
succeeded his father Antoninus, in 180, the Ca- 
ledonians took up arms, attacked and cut in 
pieces the Roman army. They then ravaged 
the country as far as York; but the emperor 
immediately sent over Marcellus Ulpius, who 
successfully opposed them* 

Severus, in the year 207, and in the thirteenth 
of his reign, finding that York was besieged by 
the Britons, under Fulgenius, a Scythian general^ 
whom they had drawn over to their assistance, 
undertook an expedition into Britain, accom-* 
panied by his two sons, Caracalla and Geta, his 
whole court, and a numerous army. The in-, 
vaders being soon apprised of his approach, raised 
the siege and retired north of Adrian's wall; 
whither the emperor, with Caracalla, and a great 
force, proceeded, leaving Geta in York, to ad- 
minister justice, Sever us wa^ then 60 years old^ 
and so infirm as tp require carrying on a horse- 
litter, yet be bravely overcame his enemies. 
This expedition is, however, said tu have cost 
him 50,000 m^n ; not by the enemy alone, but by 
their exertions united with the barrenness of the 
country, and the consequent hardships his arm^ 
had to encounter, 
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Dion^ the Roman historian^ further informs us^ 
that knowing he could not trust the Caledonians^ 
Severus took hostages of them, and ordered a 
strong stone wall to be built, above 80 miles in 
lengthy oii the place where Adrian had thrown 
up his rampart of earth. The emperor leaving 
his son Caracalla to complete the wall, returned 
to York, where he stamped upon his coin the 
title of " Britanicvs Maximvs/' as conqueror of 
the whole island. 

' He lived more than three years in the Prffi- 
torian palace of this city ; where he and Cara^ 
calla gave judgment, even in common Cases, as 
in that of Sicilia, respecting the right of pos- 
sessing slaves or servants. This Rescript, to 
the great credit of the city, is still preserved in 
the Code, dated from the PrsBtorium^ with the 
names of the consuls of that year. 

Drake supposes the Praetorian palace occupied 
the whole space of ground, extending from 
Christ's church, through all the houses and gar- 
dens on the east side of Goodramgate and St. 
Andrew's-gate, through the Bedern to Aldwark^ 
The royal baths would, in all probability, occupy 
a considerable part of this extent. 

It was during this residence of Severus, that 
jour city shone in it's full splendour. The pro- 
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digious concourse of tributary kings^ foreign am** 
bassadors^ and other persons of distinction, whet 
crowded the court of the sovereigns of the worlds 
at this period, when the Roman empire was near, 
the . zenith of it's power ; in addition to the em*^ 
peror's own magnificence, his numerous retinue^ 
the noblemen of Rome, or the oflScers of the 
army, all which would necessarily attend him ; 
must have exalted Eboracum nearly to the enmmit 
of sublunary grandeur. 

In this emperor's reign, a temple, dedicated to 
!Pellpna, the goddess of war, was standing at 
York ; and Camden remarks, that Severus, oq 
entering ^he city, being desirous to sacrifice to 
the gods, was met by an ignorant augur, who 
led him^ by inistake, to this temple ; which^ io 
those days, was considered as ominous of the 
emperor's death*. Drake believes this temple to 
have stood withoyt Bootham-Bar ; but, in what 
exact situation, none c^tn tell — Before the temple^ 
stood a small column, called the martial pillar^ 
whence a spear was thrown, when war was de- 
clared against an enemy^ 

A little before this great emperor closed 
his earthly career> his tranquillity was again 
xlisturbed by the Caledonians, who attacked the 
Roman garrisons o^ the frontiers^ This so ex** 
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fu»perated bim^ that he sent out his legions, with 
positive orders to put every man, woiQpn, and 
child, to the sword;' but his own dissolution 
averted the accomplishment of this cruel mandate. 

On bis death-bed be addressed bis sons, re* 
specting their future conduct, in these words: 
^^ I leave you a firm and steady government, if 
you follow my steps, and prove what you ought 
to be ; but, weak and tottering, if you reject my 
counsel : Let every part of your conduct tend to 
(each pther's good— Cherish the soldiery, and then 
you m^y despise the rest of mankind, I found 
the jrepiiblic disturbed, and every where dis- 
tracted ; but, to you I leave it firm and tranquil." 
Then turning to his attendants, he said — ^^ I have 
been all, and yet am now no better for it !" al- 
luding to his great exaltation, and the little which 
it could now do for him^ He next called for the 
urn, in which his ashesf were iqtended to be 
deposited ; and, earnestly looking at it, said ; 
y Thou shalt hold what the whole world cpuld 
scarcely contain !'' soon after which, he calmly 
breathed his last, February 5th, anno 212. 

According to the custom among the Romans, 
of burning their dead, his remains were taken to 
the three large hills^ about a mile and a half west 
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of this city^ and near the village of Holdgate ; on 
one of which^ it is supposed, the last obsequies 
were performed to the deceased emperor. 

The ceremony is thus described by a late author : 
** The remains of the emperor, clothed in military 
dress, were brought out by the soldiers, and laid 
on a magnificent pile, erected for the purpose, in 
all the pomp of martial parade. His sons then 
applied to the pile a lighted torch ; and, when 
the flames ascended, the young princes, officers, 
and soldiers, rode three times round it." 

Virgil, thus elegantly describes this funeral 
eeremony among the Romans s 

^^ Ter cireum accensos cincti/ulgentibus armis 
JDecurrere rogos ; ter m(Bstumfiiner%$ ignem 
« JLustravere in equisJ*' 



** Then thrice around the burning pile they ran. 
Clad in bright armour, i hriee the mournful flame. 
On horseback* tiiey encompassed." 

From the performance of this ceremony, it ii^ 
yery evident those hills received, and have ever 
since retained, the name of Severus's Hills; as th^ 
general appearance of the surrounding country^ 
notwithstanding the opinion of Mr. Drake, show$ 
them to be natural, and not the effect of art of 
labour^ 
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According to history^ the ashes of Severus were 
^QoUectedy conveyed in a golden urn to Rome^ 
and there deposited. 

On the death of Severus^ his two sons jointly 
assumed the sovereign power ; but the elder of 
them^ Caracalla^ a man of vile disposition^ per* 
eeiving that his half-brother^ Geta^ had a powerful 
{Mtrty in the army^ on a slight pretence of mutiny, 
ordered 20^000 soldiers^ whom he considered 
as Geta's friends, to be put to death ; and with 
his own hands murdered Geta, even in the arms 
of her who gave him life. He then married 
his mother-in-law, and caused the death of Pa« 
pinian, his father's friend, for having refused to 
excuse his diabolical deeds ; all which are be* 
iieved to have been perpetrated in the city of 
Eboracum. Af^er disgracing the capital with 
these and other abominable crimes, this monster 
returned to Bome. 

From the departure of Caracalla, a consider- 
able period elapsed, without any occurrence of 
iipportance at York, though the sixth legion con^ 
tinned in their old quarters in this city. During 
that period of repose, it is believed, the Roman 
soldiers greatly improved the country, by cutting 
down wood, draining the marshy places, and 
forming those noble roads and streets^ the re« 
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mains of which^ are evident to the presefit getie« 
ration : and York is the only point, at which any 
Roman station in the North of England can, with 
certainty, be fixed* 

After nearly a century had elapsed from the 
departure of Caracalla, and in the reign of the 
emperor Dioclesian, Carausius, who had been 
sent to guard the Belgic coasts, landed in 
Britain, got himself proclaimedemperor at York, 
and, for his own security, entered into a league 
with the Picts and Scots. By their assistance he 
overcame Quintus Bassianus, who was sent, by 
Dioclesian, to dispossess him. It is however be- 
lieved that Carausius was slain at York, by his 
friend Alectus ; who appears, from his coin, to 
have immediately assumed the same authority. 

Alectus reigned until the Roman emperor, Con- 
stantius, surnamed Chlorus, landed in Britain ; 
by whom Alectus himself was slain, and the pro- 
vince reduced to it's former obedience. It is re- 
markable that those two usurpers, Carausius and 
Alectus, were both of plebeian race. It is even 
said that Alectus had been a whitesmith, and was 
slain with a sword of his own making. 

Constantius, though but a senator of Rome, in 
the reign of Aurelian, was of imperial descent, 
and married Helena, the daughter of a British 
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king. The is«ue of this marriage was Constant ine 
the Great, who, it is asserted, was born in York, 
about the year 272. This is a dark period of the 
Roman history in Britain ; and, hence many 
doubts are entertained, and various opinions held 
on the subject. It is, however, clear, that about 
807, Constantius, his father, died in the impe* 
<rial palace hepe> in the thirteenth year of his 
reign ; after which, the ceremony of deification 
was conferred upon him, with all the splendour of 
Roman pageantry. In this ceremony, an eagle, 
the king of birds, was always confined near the 
summit of the funeral pile, prepared for the de- 
ceased. When the whole was on a blaze, the eagle 
was liberated; and, as an emblem of the soul', 
soared beyond the reach of human eye, followed 
only by the smoke of the consuming pile, and 
the enthusiastic shouts and prayers of an in« 
numerable and admiring multitude. 

It being customary with the Romans, to strike 
medals in remembrance of their departed so- 
vereigns, several were strucl^: on this occasion, 
^hich have the head of the emperor, velatum 
et laureafnm; and this inscription: ^^ Divo Con^ 
STANTio Pio" — On the reverse, is an altar, with 
an eagle on each side of it, holding a label in 
their beaks, between tUem, inscribed " Mkmoria 
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Felix," These medals, comiDeniorative of so re* 
markable an event as the last ceremony of apo- 
theosis, in the Roman state, may yet be met with 
in the cabinets of the curious; but where the 
ashes of Constantius were deposited, has not been 
clearly ascertained. 

Constantine the Great, who was then saluted 
emperor, and invested with the purple robe^ 
in his father's palace, in York, is said to have 
very reluctantly accepted the imperial honours. 
Hence we may perhaps be allowed to infer, that 
humility was one of the leading virtues of that 
noble mind, which afterward embraced the glo- 
rious doctrines of Christianity, and fed the flame 
of Christian charity, at a time when the Roman 
power extended over most of the known world — ' 
when tributary kings were dwelling at his court, 
and foreign ambassadors were soliciting his fa- 
vour. With what peculiar splendour must this 
ancient city have then shone, in the civilized 
world ! — Splendour, too dazzling long to remain 
unsullied in this changing state of being; and 
which the mind may more easily conceive, than 
the most flowery language can describe. 

Till the twentieth year of the reign of Con- 
stantine, the Britons remained quiet ; but, in that 
year, Octavius, their king, rebelled ; and, being 
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vanquished by the Romans, was obliged to fly 
to the king' of Scotland, for assistance. The Ro- 
man general demanded Octavius as a! rebels but 
was refused^ and a war ensued. The Romans 
were defeated, and the city of York was taken 
possession of by the Scots^ who caused Octavius 
to be crowned there, king of all Britain. This 
was no sooner accomplislied, than, unmindful of 
[:^st*favours, Octavius disputed the right of his^ 
benefactors, the Picts and Scots, to that part of 
the country which had been allotted to them by 
Carausius; and called a council at York, inbrder 
to devise means for dispossessing them of it. The 
king of Scotland having heard of bis desiguy 
marched suddenly against his ungrateful allyy 
and obliged him to flee into Norway. 

Soon after this event, Constantine, for the 
better government of his dominions, divided them 
into four praefectures, which contained under 
them fourteen provinces. Britain then became 
subject to Gaul, and was subdivided into three 
parts; the greatest district of the island still 
having York for it's metropolis. Constantino 
45oon after left Britain, and even Europe, re- 
moving the seat of empire to Byzantium now 
Constantinople. From this period we may date 
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the decline of the Roman power in Britaio^ 
and of that superiority which fixed on our city^ 
the attention of the world, and, perhaps it may 
be correctly added^ which excited the envy of 
surrounding nations. 

Constantino died in the year 337 ; and though 
the Romans continued to hold their sway in 
Britain, for near a century after this event, their 
writers afford but scanty materials for illustrating 
the History of York. The Sixth legion, which 
was honoured with the title of *^ Victrix," or 
^^ Conquering," remained in their old quarters 
in this city, until the final desertion of the island 
by the Bomans. This legion was brought out of 
Germany, by the emperor Adrian^ and it's station 
in York, may easily be traced for a period of 
more than 300 years. During this time, though 
frequently ordered on various expeditions, the 
soldiers left their wives and children here, as 
their settled home. 

The Ninth legion was also stationed at York, 
but is generally believed to have been early 
broken and incorporated with the Sixth. In the 
^^ History of Kuaresbrough and the surrounding 
Country/' the following interesting account is 
introduced, on describing Ribston-Hall, &c. :^^ In 
the chapel-yard, is a very curious sepulchral 
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nonument of a standard-bearer of the Ninth Ro- 
man legion, which was dug up in Trinity-gardens^ 
near Micklegate, in York, in the year 1686." 

The following is a correct representation of 
this piece of antiquity. 
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^^ In his right hand is tiie ensign of a cohort ; 
and, in his Jeft, a measure for corn ♦. It was com- 

* Corn was part of a RomaD soldier's pay. 
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mutiicated to the public, by Mr. Thoresby, in th0 
Philosophical Transactions, and thence inserted 
in the late edition of Cambden's Britannia. The 
inscription includes the name and oflBce of the 
person ; and, the usual abbreviation, H. S. E. for 
Hie Situs Est ; we. Here is placed." 

How changeable is the course of all human 
events I Misery and wretchedness succeeded the 
glory and magnificence which had signalized 
Eboracum. The removal of the seat of empire 
no doubt greatly reduced the splendour of our 
once august city ; and it's declming greatness 
must have received a most severe shock, when 
the Bomans^efi the country; for they drained 
the island of it's ablest Britons. The Picts 
and Scots, availing themselves of the feeble 
and defenceless state in wliich the natives were 
left, rushed from tlieir recesses, and drove the 
remaining inhabitants of Britain bcifore them, as 
chaff before the wind. York, on all former 
occasions, having been the place where the Bar- 
barians met the most severe repulses, undoubt- 
edly had a considerable share in the general 
calamity ; though respecting our city just at this 
period, history observes a profound silence. 



CITY OF YGKK. ^7 

The Britisli princes^ in the year 430^ found that 
tbegr could np longer expect asi^stance from the 
Romans; ,and^ at length, after piaking many 
fruitless attempts to repel the Picts and Scots> 
they engaged the Saxons to aid th<Bir exertions in 
irithstanding their powerful enemie/s. The latter 
having subdued all the country north of the 
Humber^ and rendered York little short of a 
heap of ruins^ were attacked, and defeated with 
great slaughter, in the year 450, near this 
city, by Hengist, the Saxon general. He also 
re-took York and all the country on this side 
the river Tees; , after which, he retired with his 
army mto the city, and remained here inactive 
some time. 

Vortigern, the British king, was however so 
well pleased with the Saxons, after they had de- 
feated the invaders, as to allow them to continue 
m the island ; and he even consented that Hengist, 
the Saxon general, should invite over more of 
his countrymen. Along with them came Bowena, 
the daughter of Hengist. Vortigern soon after 
divorced his queen, and married this lady ; from 
which event, appears to have resulted the com- 
plete ruin of the ancient British people. 

C3 



88 HISTORY OF THE 

Hengist had pretended that he was averse to 
the marriage of hi^ daughter with Yortigern ; 
who^ desirous of obtaining her, bad been in- 
duced to invest Hengist with the sovereignty of 
Kent. The 8axon general having previously 
conceived the design of subjecting the Britons, 
was prompt in availing himself of so fkvourable 
an event, and soon found an excuse for effecting 
a further importation of his own people. The 
Britons now began to suspect the treacherous 
conduct of their allies ; and sent for Aurelius 
Ambrosius, prince of Armoriea^, to defend them 
against it. Hengist, hearing of their embassy, 
sent his son Octa, to secure all the northern 
fortresses. This cruel prince, on his arrival at 
York, feigned accusations against many of the 
leading characters in the city and surrounding 
country, charging them with a design to betray 
their countrymen, into the hands of those enemies 

* ArmortcWj cities of Celtic Gaul, were famous for the 
warlike, rebellious, and inconstant disposition of the in- 
habitants, called Armarici. Armorica extended be- 
tween the rivers Liger and Sequana, and comprehended 
those rich and populous provinces) now called Pritan^f 
and Normandy, — Lemprierp. 
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whom the Saxons had defeated ; and, under this 
pretence, put many of them to death. 

The Britons, roused b}' this cruel act, with 
Vprtimer, son of Vortigerq, at their head, at* 
tacked the Saxons, before the arrival of Am« 
brosins^ and defei^ted them in four successive 
battles. Ambrosius however soon arrived, and^ 
in contending with him, Hengist was killed at 
Coningsborough ^«^, after an obstinate and bloody 
battle ; and his two sons, Octa and Eosa, fled, 
the former to York, and the latter to Isurium, 
now Aldburgh. Ambrosius pursued his victory, 
and arriving before York, in 466, summoned 
Octa to surrender. Alarmed at the defeat and 
death of his fother, he with his principal captains^ 
each carrying a chain in his hand, and dust upon 
his head, came out of the city, and submitted to 
the victor. Octa, on surrendering himself to Am- 
brosius, addressed him in these words : ^' My gods 
are vanquished ; and I doubt not but the sovereign 
power is in your God, who has compelled so 
many noble persons to come before you, in 

* A village five miles from Doncaster, at which are the 
remains of a large and strong castle, of very high an-r 
tiquity ; and also a tumulus, said to have been raised 
over the body of Hengist. 
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this suppliant manner; be pleased; therefore^ 
to accept of us, and this chain — If you do not 
think us fit objects of your clemen<^, we here 
present ourselves ready to be fettered, and are 
willing to undergo any punishment of which 
you shall judge us worthy.'' 

This humble address had so much effect upon 
the conqueror, that he granted them all free 
pardon. Eosa, encouraged by his brother's suc- 
cess, repaired to York, surrendered himself to 
Ambrosius, ^nd was likewise pardoned. The 
generous victor even assigned them the country, 
bordering on Scotland, for their residence, and 
made a firm league with them* 

In the same y^ar, AmbrOsius summoned all 
the princes and nobility in the kingdom, to ap- 
pear at York. When they were assembled, he 
directed the speedy restoration of the Christian 
church and it's worship, which the heathenish 
Saxons had every where suppressed, and de- 
stroyed ; and encouraged the work by under- 
taking to rebuild the metropolitical church at 
York, and all the churches in the province. 

In 490, liter, surnamed Pendragon, succeeded 
his brother Ambrosius, as sovereign. In the 
commencement of his reign, Octa and Eosa 
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revolted, and wasted all the country from the 
borders of Scotland nearly to York, which city 
tbey invested, The British king immediately 
coming to it^s reltef^defeated the two princes, who 
were taken captive and committed to prison. 

Arthur, aged only 18, was, in the year &lBf 
crowned king of Britain ; ^ and Octa and Eosa, 
having escaped out of prison, fled home, and re- 
turning with a strong force, again made them- 
selves nmsters of the northern parts of the king- 
dom. Arthur, .notwithstanding his youth, at- 
tacked the two brothers, and defeating them in 
several battles^ obliged Colgrin, one of their 
commanders, to shut himself up.in York, whither 
the British king marched to besiege him« Arthur 
h«>wever soon learning that Baldolph, Colgrin's 
hrother, with 6,000 men, bad arrived within ten 
miles of York, for the purpose^ of relieving him, 
despatched 600 horse and 3,000 foot ;« which force 
i^tirely routed the .Saxons. 

Baldolph, being thus disappointed, shaved his 
bead and beard, put on the habit of a minstrel, 
and with: a harp in his hand, approached the 
walls of York. On being discovered by the cen- 
tinels, he was drawn up, during the night, and 
taken to his brottier. All now seemed desperate; 
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eseape presenting itself to them as the only 
means of preservation, when news unexpectedly 
{arrived, that great reinforcements had lauded 
from Germany; and, having defeated a force 
sent to oppose them^ were proceeding to York. 
This circumstance revived their hopes; and Ar- 
thur being advised not to hazard a batUe in 
winter, raised the fiiiege, and retired to London^ 
anno 520, 

The following summer, Arthur gained a de-< 
cisive victory oyer the Saxons, slaying 00,000 
of them on Bade^- Hills, including all the Saxon 
generals, and the flower of their army. — The city 
of York was, in consequence, delivered up to 
him, immediately on his approach* 

Arthur next undertook an expedition into Scot** 
land ; but, was dissuaded from prosecuting his 
design, by the interposition of several bishops, 
who urged that it was not lawful for Christiftns, 
on any pretence, to shed the blood of their 
brethren. Whatever allowance may be due for 
the times in which Arthur lived, yet, who can^ 
not but deeply regret, that a potentate who 
could so listen to the voice of Reason and of 
Christianity, should shortly after disgrace the 
religion of Jesus, by scenes which may, without 
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injustice, be ranked amongst the barbarous 
rites of pagan idolatry? Having abandoned his 
dreadful purpose, wbieh was no less than the 
entire destruction of Scotland, Arthur came 
back to York, and like Ambrosius, coiiinienced 
rebuilding those Churches, which the Saxons 
had destroyed. He likewise paid attention to 
ecclesiastifCal r^ulations ; . and the nobility whq 
had been driven out of the city, were imme-r 
diately restored to their possessions apd former 
honours. 

The same year, 521, this great monarch, an4 
his clergy, with all his nobility and soldiers, 
celebrated, ;n this city, the nativity qf Christ — 
not by holy conversation and devout exercises; 
but, as already hinted, in the spirit of heathenish 
revelry, with feasting and mirth ; in wantonness 
and many excesses. How inconsisteiit with the 
meek spirit and ppre doctrines of our Divine 
master ! This was the first Christmas festival ever 
held in Britain ; and hence our present custom 
originated. 

After all his conquests, Arthur was slain in 
a rebellion of his subjects, and by the hands 
of his own nephew, in the year 542. Dissentiqns 
now arose amongst the British princes, l^h^ 
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Saxons^ taking advantage of them, gained an 
entire conquest over all parties, and drove the 
miserable remains of those Britons, who would 
not submit to their yoke, to seek an asylum 
among the Cambrian mountains, anno 547. Hav- 
ing thus obtained complete possession of England^ 
the Saxons divided the country into seven shares^ 
styled the Heptarchy, over each of which was 
{^ presiding monarch* 



SECTION 11. 

From the Sctxon Heptarchy^ to the destruction of 
Yorky by William the Conqueror. 



On the division made by the Saxons, York 
became the capital of Northumbria, which was 
by much the most considerable kingdom of the 
Heptarchy ; containing all the northern part of 
England from the Humber mouth, and extending 
to St. Johnston, in Scotland. This country, though 
it had been separated by Octa, the son of Hen* 
gist, into two parts, Deira and Bernicia, was 
now governed by the Saxon king, Ida. H^ 
left two sons, between whom he divided his 
dominions ; giving the former to Ella, and the 
latter to Adda. By this division, York became 
the capital of Deira only. This district in* 
eluded all Yorkshire, Lancashire, Durham, West- 
morland, Cumberland, and some parts of North«^ 
umberland ; though afterward the country be- 
tween the German ocean, the Humber, and the 
Derwent, now the East- Biding of Yorkshire, 
bore that appellation. 
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In 617, we find Edwin the Great was king 
of Deira. He re-united Bernicia and Deira, 
and became Grand Monarch of the Anglo Saxons. 
During his reign, the royal residence certainly 
was at York ; and here he formed a code of 
salutary laws, which long kept the country in 
profound peace. William of Malmsbury, speak- 
ing of him, says ; " Not only the English, Scots, 
Picts, &c., but all the British islands, dreaded 
his arms, and adored his grandeur." 

Edwin's power and virtues, however, could not 
protect him from the malevolence of wickeVl 
men. In 626, an unsuccessful attempt was made 
to assassinate him at his summer retreat, for- 
merly a Roman station, called Derventio, about 
seyen miles from York. In 633, Penda, the 
pagan king of Mercia, joined with Cadwallo, the 
British king of Wales, to destroy the Christians 
and Saxons. Edwin met them at Heavenfield, 
a village near Doncaster, since corrupted to 
Hatiield, and in a most bloody battle lost his 
crown and life. His head was buried in the 
porch of his own church, St. Gregory's, at York ; 
but the other part of his remains, was dei)osited 
in the monastery at Whitby. 
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After this tmttle, the victors ravnged the 
Hingdom of Northumbria, and York, it's capital^ 
in a most dreadful manner. Edwin's only son 
being slain with his father, Osrick and Anfrid, 
the two nearest relatives of Edwin, were chosen 
kings of Deira and Bernicia. The former im- 
mediately ventured to besiege Cadwallo, in this 
city ; but the Welsh king sallied out, defeated 
his forces, and slew Osrick. Anfrid, Osrick's 
brother, without delay proceeded to York, with 
the intention of treating for peace ; but instead 
of obtaining the desired object, he was there 
cruelly and treacherously put to death by the 
Welsh king, in 634. 

Oswald, another brother, and the successor of 
Anfrid, revenged his death ; for coming unex- 
pectedly upon Cadwallo, he destroyed him 
and all his army. Oswald now became sole 
monarch of the Northumbrians, and fixed his 
imperial residence at York, where he reigned, 
greatly beloved by his subjects. Penda, king 
of Mercia, however, soon declared war against 
him; and having slain Oswald, in a battle at 
Oswalstree, in Shropshire, in 642, that barbarous 
monarch ordered his dead body to be torn ia 
pieces. 



48 HISTORY OF THB 

From thia period^ to the reign of Egbert, no 
event of particular interest occurred in York; 
though it eontinued to be the metropolis of the 
northern kif^dk>m ; and, with it's rulers, expe- 
rienced various changes and revc^utions^ 

The Danes bad made sevetal descents upoa 
this Island, but bad been uniformly driven back 
to their ships# In the year 800, this fierce and 
warlike people, observing divisions amongst the 
Saxons, over whom Egbert ruled, again invaded 
the country; but were repulsed, though not 
before great loss had been sustained on each side, 
and York had suffered considerably. 

In 867, the Northumbrians revolted against 
Ethelred, sole monarch of England, and chose 
Osbert for their king. This prince kept his 
court and resided at York. Calling one day, on 
his return from hunting, at the house of Bruern 
Bocard, one of his earls, a guardian of the sea 
coast against the irruptions of the Danes, and 
finding that nobleman from home, Osbert, by 
force, violated his lady, a most beautiful and in* 
teresting woman. The countess highly resented 
this vile conduct, and acquainted her lord w^ith 
the outrage, on his return. 
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Anxious to chastise even his sovereign, for 
such base conduct ; the earl, with several friends^ 
^repaired to York ; and, after disclaiming future 
obedience, boldly bade defiance to Osbert. By 
their exertions, a revolution was soon effected, and 
Ella, a favourite with the people, was proclaimed 
king. The power of the two sovereigns, for some 
time, continued so nearly equal, that Bruern, the 
insulted nobleman, determined to apply for fo- 
reign aid, to effect the final destruction of Osbert ; 
and, with this design, invited the king of Den- 
mark to invade the country. 

The Danes soon landed in England ; and^ 
having burnt and destroyed many towns with their 
' inhabitants, on the Holderness coast, marched 
towards York^ Osbert was preparing to meet 
them, and had also applied to Ella, his rival in 
sovereignty, to assist him in opposing the in- 
vaders. Ella agreed to the proposal ; but, Os- 
bert, impatient of delay, sallied out of York, and 
so vigorously attacked the Danes, that victory 
seemed ready to declare in his favour ; but in 
the issue, after great slaughter, he was defeated^ 
and lost his life. 

The gates of York were now opened to the 
Danes^ who entered the city, to refresh them- 
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selves; but, finding that Ella was advancing With 
his forces, they went to meet him; attacked, 
and entirely routed his army, and slew the 
king t though some accounts state Ella to have 
been taken prisoner, and flayed alive* Hoveden 
says the battle was fought March 21st, 867, and 
represents this city to have suffered much on the 
occasion. 

Asser Menevensis describes the sufferings of 
the inhabitants in the following words : ^^ By the 
generaFs cruel orders, they knocked down all 
the boys, young and old men, they met with in 
the city, and cut their throats — Matrons and 
virgins were ravished at pleasure — The husband 
and wife, either dead or dying, were tossed to- 
gether—The infant, snatched from it's mother's 
breast, was carried to the threshold, and there 
left butchered at it's parents' door, to make the 
general outcry more hideous." 

The Danes having thus wrested Northum- 
bria from the Saxons, after they had possessed 
it about 300 years ; Hinguar, the Danish chieftain, 
gave the command of it to his brother, Hubba, 
appointing him also governor of York. Whilst 
the two brothers extended their conquests south- 
ward, a Danish officer, named Godram^ was ap« 
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pointed deputy-governor of the city, and a gar- 
rison was left under his command. Drake sup- 
poses Goodramgate to have received it's name 
from the circumstance of thb officer having re- 
dded in that street. 

In 870, Hinguar and Hubba, returned to York^ 
and constituted Egbert, a Saxon devoted to their 
service, king of Northumbria. Spelman says, 
the Danish generals, with their whole army, then 
resided at York, and indulged themselves in the 
greatest enormities against the peaceable inha- 
bitants. Egbert, however, was soon deposed ; 
and Bigsidge, a Dane, was proclaimed king.— 
This so enraged the populace in the city, that 
they rose, murdered the Dane, and restored 
Egbert. His second reign was also of short du- 
ration ; for the Danes, increasing in power, di- 
vided the kingdom of Northumbria amongst three 
of their own officers. 

In 877, Sithrick, a Dane, and Nigell, his bro- 
ther, reigned beyond the Tyne; and Beginald 
who was also of Danish extraction, governed the 
city of York, with all the country between the 
rivers Tyne and Humber. These kings were 
afterward obliged to submit to the victorious 
Athelstan, the successor to Edward; but were 
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permitted to reign, his tribatary princes. H^ 
^ven gave his daughter in marriage to Sithrick^ 
on conditioif that he would turn christian. 

After the death of Sithrick, his sons, Godfrey 
and Anlaff, jealous for their pagan deities, stirred 
np a rebellion amongst the Danes, and by that 
means, drew upou them* the indignation of Athel- 
stan. He attacked and took the city of York^ 
and redaeed the whole of Northumbria, except 
the castle &i York, which was very strong and 
well garrisoned with Danish soldfers.. 

The two Danish pTinces« fled, one into Scot-* 
land, and the other into Ireland ^ whence they 
returned in the year 937, with a great force of 
Irish, Scotch, and Welsh soldiers. They entered 
the Humber, with a fleet of 600 sail; landed 
their forces ; and, in the absence of Athelstan, 
marched to York. On hearing that the king 
was approaching the city, they went out to meet 
liim. A bloody engagement ensued^ at Brom- 
ford; where, after slaying Constantine, king of 
Scotland, five petty kings of Ireland and Wales,, 
and twelve general office ri?, Athelstan gained a 
complete victory, destroyed their whole army^ 
and, proceeding to York, razed the castle to the 
ground^ to prevent future rebellion* 
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This prince died soon afterward without issue, 
and xf as succeeded in the crown of England^ by 
Edmund, eldest son of Edward, the predecessor 
of Athelstan ; whose tender age jnduced the inha- 
bitants of Northumbria agaip )to rebeU For that 
purpose, they invited Anl^ff Qnce more to return 
from Ireland, whijther he h^d fled. The in- 
vitation was accepted, and Anlaff applied to 
Olaus, king pf Norway, for assistance, promising 
him a large sum of i^oney, should tbjB^r joi^t en- 
deavours be crowned with success. On this con- 
dition Olaus sent a considerable force, with 
which, Anlaff marched to York ; and the gates 
pf the cjity being immediately thrown open, the 
whole of Nprthumbria submitted to his arms. 

Not coptent with this success, Anlaff proceeded 
to attack the If ingdom of iMercia^ Edmund, 
then only 17 years of age, opposed him at 
Chester ; and after one obstinate battje, in which 
neither of them could claim the victory, a peace 
was concluded, through the mediation of the two 
Archbishops of York and Canterbury. By this 
treaty, Edmund gave up all the country north of 
the Roman highway, which divides Englan(| 
^nto two equal parts. 

D3 
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Another revolution soon took place ; for the 
Northumbrians having sent for Reginald, the 
nephew of Anlaff, crowned him king at York, 
Anlaff prepared for resistance; but Edmund in- 
terfering, with a powerful army, stipulated that 
Reginald should keep the crown of Bernicia, 
and Anlaff retain that of Deira ; but he obliged 
them both to swear fealty to him, and to tura 
christians. The ceremony of baptism was, on 
this occasion, performed in the cathedral, by 
Wolstan, the archbishop of York. 

In 944, they rQ^QOflamenced hostilities. Ed- 
mund again successfully opposed them ; obliged 
both immediately to quit the island, and became 
sole monarch of England, Edmund dying in 
946, was succeeded by Edred his brother. During 
this reign, Anlaff was once more invited to the 
country, and again obtained possession of York, 
and the whole of Northumbria, which he Retained 
four years. At the expiration of this time, ano- 
ther revolt occurred ; Anlaff was deposed, and 
Eric proclaimed king in his stead. 

This occasioned a civil war, between the friends 
of Eric and those of Anhff. Edred embraced 
the opportunity which this division presented, 
and marching against the contending parties. 
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subdued them, iind obliged Eric to Hee into 
{Scotland. Enraged at the rebellious conduct of 
^e people^ Edred threatened to destroy the whole 
country wjth tire and sword, apd even com- 
menced the execution of his threat, by burning 
the monastery^ &c. in the town qf Ripou ; but he 
soon relented^ pardoned the offending people^ 
and having recalled Eric to York^ placed him 
pn the throne of Nort^umbrfa^ without imposing 
any tribute. 

No sooner had Edred left the city, than the 
Danefif sallied after him, and fqriqusly attacked 
his fprces, at Castleford, but ^^Te repulsed ; and 
Edred returned^ to chastise them for their in- 
gratitude^ 

The inhabitants of York, to save themselves* 
from his just indignation, renounced EriCj and 
put him tq death. They also slew Amac, the 
sfon of Anlaff, these princes having bc^en the 
principal instigators of their base and treacherous 
conduct. The resentment of the king was so far 
appeased by these measures, that he spared the 
city, though he levied heavy contributions on the 
people. He also dissolved their monarchial go- 
vernment, and reduced Northumbria from a 
(kingdom to an earldom ; York being it's capital, 

1)4 
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and consequently the place of residence for tl^e 
earls of Northumbrian 

This was a very politic st^p in Edred^ and 
contributed ipuch to the establishment of peace^ 
The Northumbrian- Danes were naturally of a 
turbulent spirit; but English gpverpors kept 
them so much in awe, thi^t, during a long fifuc^ 
cession of wars between the S^xon and Danish 
kings, they secured tranquillity in the Norths 
York continued the capital of the estrldom, tiU. 
the division of the kipgdam. into shires, 

Osulph, an Anglo-Saxon, or Englishman, waa^ 
the first earl appointed by Edred. In the suc- 
ceeding reign, Edgar conimanded Qslac to join 
Osulph in the government of the North ; and he 
accordingly had York and the cpuntry on that 
side under his care, whilst Osulph governed the 
more northern parts. They were succeeded by 
Waltheof, Uthred, Hircus, Eadulph, Aldred, and 
Eadulph the second ; but during the time they 
were in power, nothing particular occurred in. 
tl\is city. 

In iOIO, Swain, king of Denmark, landed e^ 
great force, and encamped on the banks of the 
Quse, not far from York, where Egelred, king 
of England,, with an army augmented by a nuip- 
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ber of Scots, gave theip battle. Egelred being 
defeated, crossed the Ouae ip a boat, with a few 
friends, and fled to Normandy. 

In 1054, Siward, who was a man of very ex- 
traordinary strength and valour, was appointed 
earl of Northumbria. He was sent by Ed- 
ward the confessor, into Scotland,, with 10,000 
English soldiers, to aid Malcolm against Mac- 
beth, whom he slew, and set the former on the 
throne of Scotland. This earl died not long 
after in York. He is said to have called for his 
arinour, shield, and battle-axe, a few moments 
before he expired, and having them girded on, 
declared he would not die lil^e a beast ; but 
that having lived a valiant soldier, he was de- 
termined so to die. Siward left a son, but being 
very young, Tosto, second son of earl Goodwin, 
minister of state, secured the earldom for him- 
self, anno 1056.^ 

Tosto ruled with so much cruelty and barbarity, 
that the Northumbrians revolted, and furiously 
attacking his house, he very narrowly escaped 
with his wife and children, and fled into Flanders. 
Harold, brother of Tosto, and afterward king 
of England, was sent to restore tranquillity ; and 
in 1065, be appointed Morchar the iiext earl 
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find governor, who enjoyed that station till the 
Norman conquest. 

To^to, on hearing that bis brother Harold ba4 
seized the crown of England, persuaded the 
Hing of Norway to invade Britain. This mo« 
narcb, in 1066, accordingly entered the Hum<- 
ber, with a large tleet, and proceeded up the 
river aa far as Riccall, within ten miles of 
the city. Here the Norwegians landed; and, 
inarching against York, took it by storm, after 
having defeated Morchar, the governor, and 
Edwin, earl of Chester, his brother, in a severe 
contlict at the village of Fulford. Harold, the 
king of England, immediately niarclied to York, 
with a powerful army, to oppose the invaders. 
At tiie king's approach, they withdrew, leaving; 
ISO of their men, to prevent the English from 
taking peaceable possession of York^ and to retard 
them in their progress. As a further means of 
securing tlie fidelity of the city, the Norwegian^ 
also selected 600 of the principal inhabitants^ aa 
hostages, whom they sent on board their ships. 

The invaders then secured a very strong po- 
sition at Stamford - Bridge ; having the river 
Derwent in front ; and on their right the Ouse ; 
with their navy on the left, and the German 
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ocean behind them. Harold, notwithstandii^ 
all those disadvantages, was determined to attack 
them; and commenced hostilities at day ^ break, 
on the 23d of September, 1066. The only pas** 
sage across the Derwent was over a narrow 
wooden bridge. On this a single Norwegian 
bad placed himself, and by his extraordinary 
valour and strength, opposed the whole English 
army for three hours, and slew forty of Harold'a 
men. This champion, however, was at length 
slain, some historians say by a dart which was 
thrown at him; whilst others inform us he wa« 
killed by a person in a boat or tub, who from 
Under the bridge, stabbed him with a spear. 

The Norwegian^ on seeing their hero fall, 
gave way, and retired to their trenches ; but 
were followed by Harold's army, sword in hand. 
The conflict was n^ost dreadful, as each army 
consisted of 60,000 men, who fought from seven 
hi tlie morning till three' in the afternoon, during 
all which time, they gave no quarter on either 
side. At length, victory appeared in favour of 
Harold ; the king of Norway and Tosto his 
brother, having fallen in the battle, with most of 
their army. Olaus, the kiug of Norway's son, 
^nd Paul, earl of Orkney, who had been ordered 
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to guard the ships^ escaped the horrid carnage. 
Having safely delivered up their hostages, the 
citizens of York, and sworn never to disturb 
the British dominions again, these commanders 
were permitted to depart, with their few fol-f 
lowers who had survived the battle. More than 
$00 ships were employed, in conveying the Norr 
wegians to this country ; but 20 were sufficient 
to carry back their miserable remains. 

The wooden bridge where the battle was 
fought, falling greatly to decay, was taken down 
in 1727, and a new one built about one hundred 
yards from the spot on which the old one had 
stood. A piece of ground, oq the left of the 
bridge, still retails the name pf Battle-Flatts; 
and the inhabitants of the villi^ge, at their annua) 
feast, always make pies, in the fprm of a tqb p^ 
boat, to commemorate the event, 

Harold acted a very imprudent part after the 
victory he had obtained, by securing the trea- 
sures of the vanquished for himself, instead of 
sharing them amongst his valiant soldiers ; whose 
exertions demanded such a reward. Having 
adopted this impolitic measure, the king re- 
turned to York that night, and gave. orders that 
the most sumptuous feastings, and other mag-^ 
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iiificent marks of public rejoicings should take 
place the following day. A short triumph it 
proved I for whilst Harold was enjoying the fes- 
tivity of the scene, in all the regal splendour of 
a conqueror, a messenger arrived from the south> 
with information that William, duke of Nor- 
mandy, had landed with a powerful army, at 
Pevensey, near Hastings, in Sussex. 

It is natural to suppose that every reader is 
fully acquainted with the final result of this 
invasion; the detail c^ which is not peculiarly 
connected with the history of our city. It is 
therefore sufficient to observe, that within the 
short period of nine days^ from obtaining the 
great and decisive victory at Stamford- Bridge^ 
Harold was slain, his whole army cut in pieces, 
and the crown of England fixed upon the brow 
of the invader* 

After the conquest, nothing material occurred 
during two years, so far north as York. In 1068, 
earl Morchar, who was still the governor of 
York, and his brother, the earl of Chester, joined 
by Blethwin, king of Wales, their nephew, re- 
solved to oppose the conqueror. On hearing of 
their designs, William created Robert^ a cruel 
Norman, earl of Northumbria; and sent him 
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with a guard of 700 men to Durham^ to keep the 
people in awe. His cruel conduct so enraged 
the Northumbrians^ that they marched to Durham 
by nighty attacked Robert^ and slew him and all 
his men 4 

Earl Gospatrick, commander of the Northum^ 
bfians, and Edgar Atheling^ their lawful prince, 
immediately marched with their forces to York, 
and werp received by earl Morchar and the inha- 
bitants, with the greatest demonstrations of joy* 
William was rapidly advancing, and the North- 
umbrian chiefs finding themselves unable to with« 
stand him, sent Edgar back into Scotland, and 
then submitted themselves to the conqueror ; who 
readily granted them his pardon* The citizens 
of York being informed of the lenity of the king, 
went out to meet him, and having delivered up 
the keys of the city, were apparently received 
into favour : A heavy fine was, however, levied 
upon them ; and two castles in the city were 
shortly after fortified" by the conqueror, and 
strongly garrisoned with Norman soldiers. 

William's lenity was but of very transcient 
duration; and the three earls, Morchar, Edwin, 
and Gospatrick, judged it most prudent to ilee 
into Scotland, for protection. William imme- 
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dmtely demanded these noble fugitives, and also 
Edgar Atheling, from the Scottish kii^. Mal- 
colm refused to comply with the mandate ; and 
knowing that the conqueror would revenge the 
denial, invited the king of Denmark to join the 
English and Scotch forces, in an attempt to 
banish the Norman. To this proposal the king 
of Denmark acceded, and sent his brother Osbern 
with the two sous of Harold, and other dis- 
tinguished personages, also troops, &c. s irticient 
to occupy 2S0 ships. They soon entered the 
Humber, landed their forces, and being joined 
by the English and Scots, these commanders 
marched direct to York, where they were cor- 
dially received by the citizens. 

The Norman garrisons in the castles, werer 
however, determined to oppose them to the last. 
They accordingly prepared for a siege ; and on 
the 19th of September, 1069, set fire to several 
houses in the suburbs, lest they should serve tlie 
enemy to fill up the ditches of their fortifications. 
This tire spreading further than was designed, 
burnt down great part of the city, and with it, 
the cathedral, including a most valuable library, 
placed there by Archbishop Egbert, in tlie 
year 800. 
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The unexpected ravages of this fire thr^W tli« 
garrisons into great confusion ; and enabled the 
Danes to approach the walls without opposition. 
They divided their forces^ in order to attack 
each at the same time i and succeeded in both 
attempts, entering each fortress sword in hand. 
The Normans, amdunting to 3,000 in number, 
were cut iri pieces ; the high-sherifi^of the county, 
his lady, and two children, with a few others, 
who were found in the castles, being all who 
escaped the dreadful slaughter* 

Waltheof, son of Siward the ninth earl of 
Northumbrian was now appointed governor of 
the city, with a stout garrison of English and 
Scotch soldiers under his command : and the 
Danes retired to a good situation between the 
Humber and Trent, to wait for the Normans. 
William soon arrived before the city ; and, with 
terrible menaces, summoned the governor to sur- 
render. Waltheof in return, defied his power. 

It is highly probable, that the conqueror would 
not have retained his crown without a very 
severe struggle, if those who had entered into 
this formidable league, had all proved faithful to 
their union. William, aware of his danger, had 
recourse to bribery. He offered the Danish 
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general a large sum of money, and leave to 
plunder the sea coast, on condition of his quitting 
the country as soon as the spring would permit. 
This cruel proposal the faithless Dane accepted ; 
iind thus the garrison at York, were reduced to 
the fatal necessity of selling their lives as dearly 
as possible. 

This treacherous act of the Danish general^ 
took place in the year 1070, and William having 
now only Waltheof to oppose him, lost no time 
in pushing forward the seige. He made a large 
breach in the wall, with engines, through which 
he attempted to enter the city^ and take it by 
storm, but was repulsed with great loss. William 
of Malmsbury states, that the governor, a man of 
great muscular power, stood singly in the breach^ 
and cut down several Normans who endeavoured 
to mount it. The same author mentions a severe 
battle being fought about this time, in the neigh- 
bourhood of York, with a powerful army, pro- 
bably of Picts and Scots, which came to the relief 
of the besieged ; in which the Normans were 
victorious. 

Notwithstanding a gallant defence of six 
months, York was at length obliged, through 
famine, to surrender. The conditions, though 

■ E ■ 
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liighly favourable to the besieged^ were treated 
with little regard by the Conqueror. The English 
and Scotch garrisons were put to the sword, and 
^be city ra:^ to the ground. 

At that period, York was so large, that it's 
suburbs extended to the villages one mile distant ^ 
and, though it had undergone many revolutions 
^nd some terrible devastations, yet the author 
of the Polichronicon says: ^^ York seemed at 
fair as the city of Rome, before it was burnt by 
William the Conqueror, from the beauty and 
magnificence of it's buildings.'^ 

With the city fell all the nobility, apd most of 
the other inhabitants. For Waltbeof, the go- 
vernor, who had so nobly resisted him, the Con- 
queror had professed the greatest friendship; 
but he suddenly ordered him to be arraigned for 
conspiracy, and the last of the Saxon earls was, 
in consequence, deprived of his life ; being the first 
nobleman that ever was beheaded in England. 

That cruel tyrant, who is often styled the Con- 
queror, may, with at least equal propriety, be 
branded with the epithet of Barbarian; for 
after usurping the throne of England, he main- 
tained his crown by acts of cruelty and devasta- 
tion. A Conqueror in the general acceptation 
of the word, is a great and honorable character ; 



but^ on cool reflection^ the Conqueror sinks 
in our estimation. He then appears but as an 
kistrument of yengeance ; and we consider not 
the individual who destroys or injures mankind, 
but he who benefits his fellow men, as alone 
highly honorable and truly great*. Amongst 
other proofs of William^s savage disposition^ he 
laid waste the whole country between York and 
Durham, so effectually, that for nine years after, 
neither plough nor spade were put into the 



* Conscious of th^ detestation in whidi he was held, 
by the English people, William entertained a perpetual 
jealousy of them; and, as the reader may recollect^ to 
prevent niglitly meetings and conspiracies^ he instituted 
the " curfew belV^ Curfew is derived from the French 
* Words coutriTf to coVer, and feu^ fire* This bell was 
rung every evening at eight o'clock^ at the sound of 
which^ all fires and candles were to be extinguished. 
Hence Gray^s much-admired ^^ Elegy'' begins 

. '^ The curfew tolls the knell of parting day.** 
The Conqueror also caused a survey to be made of all 
the lands hi the kingdom, and divided the estates of the 
nobility, amongst his followers. This survey was re* 
gistered in the well-known Doomeday book ; a folio edi*- 
tion of which was printed in 2 volumes, by order of the 
House of Lords, price 10 guineas ; and an Index to it 
in 1811, price 2 guineas. 

£2 



68 HISTORY OF THE 

ground » Many of the wretched inhabitants^ 
who had escaped slalkghter, were reduced to the 
necessity of eating dogs, catSy and even their own 
species, to. prolong a miserable existence; which^ 
generally, was of very short duration* Various 
writers concur in stating, that " Dead bodies were 
scattered about in every direction," ** and that 
there was not one inhabited house between York 
and Durham ; wild beasts and robbers being the 
only occupiers of the desolated country.'^ 

Odoricus Vitalis, a Norman monk, who wrote 
in the reign of the first Henry, corroborates this 
distressing account, by saying, that " there pe* 
rished in Yorkshire, on this occasion, above a 
hundred thousand human beings =^,'' 

* This dreadful catastrophe was commemorated in Old 
English " JRhymej^ and as it is a very curious specimen 
of ancient composition, the following extract is subjoined ; 



" The Normans in the Southe were in soe grete afiray, 
Of Kastells and of Tounes, they com oute alle day. 
To YORK ran ilk a man, to rescet in that toune, 
That no Danes Man the Walles to breke doune. 
Sir William Mellet was Warden of the Countres, 
Sibrigh the Gaunt was set witk to keep the pees, 
Thipe tMO brought tydyng, tlici were comen by that Coste, 
Therefore William the King did turne agayn hh Hoste, • 



CITY OF YORK. 69 

York, once the niagniticent seat of empire 
for the sovereigns of the wQrld, had seen her 
grandeur diminish by the mouldering hand of 
time, or fall before the convulsive effects of some 
powerful storm. She had as often so far risen 
superior to adverse events, as to shine again with 
the brightness of regal lustre. From the bril- 
liancy of a court, our city had, at length, about a 
century before, been reduced to the capital of an 
earldom ; yet, it retained abundant vestiges of 
former greatness and of Roman splendour, till 

And swore a grete Othe, that he suld never spare 
Neither Lithe, nor Lofe, Northeren whut so thei were. 
William turned agayn, and held what he had sworn, 
All mad he wasteyn, Pasture, Medow, and Korne. 
And slough both Fader and Sonne, Women lete thei gon, 
Hors and Houndes thei ete, uncithis skaped non. 
Now dwellis William efte, full bare was money wone, 
Of gode Men ei* none lefte, but slayn er ilk one. 
Crete Sin did William, that swilk Wo did werk, 
So grete Vengeance he nam, of Men of holy Kirk, 
That did no Wem till him, ne no Trespass 
Fro York unto Durham no wonyng Stede was, 
Nien Yere, says my Buke, lasted so grete Sorrow, 
The Bishop Clerkes tuke their Lyves for two borrowe,'* 

E3 
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the Normans consigned them to the flames^ or 
with savage ferocity raa^d them to the ground. 

The frequent desolations of this capital, offer 
sufficient reasons why York does not possess^ at 
the period in which we are writinsr, more traces 
of our imperial masters^ who fixed their residence 
within her walls. 

On contemplating over the ashes of this once 
Boble city^ we cannot biit d^ore the effects oC 
that barbarous fury, which was not satiated with 
destroying the habitations of men, and those child* 
ren of adversity who had made them their abode* 
The latter is certainly the .tubst distre^ing part 
of the whole scene ; but when we reflect on the 
massy piles of former grandeur, and the mag* 
nificent proofs of architectural skill, which the 
ruthless hand pf the cruel invader involved in 
one general destruction, and levelled with the 
dust, our musings cannot fail to be accompanied 
with sensations bordering on pensive melancholy, 
and with feelings qi deep regrets 



SECTION III. 

FromthedeatructionofYorkyby Williamthe Conqueror ; 
to the estahlishment of the Ainstf/j by Richard tj. 



After th^i dreadful devastetiott which suc- 
ceeded the Norman Conquest, a long period 
lapsed, in whicb York was gradually rising out^ 
of itV ruins ; though this city has never since at- 
tained the proud elevation of grandeur by which' 
|t W&s signalized before that desolation* 

We find history is nearly silent respecting' 
¥orl(;i frpni this; period till the year 1137, in the 
feign of king Stephen ; when another fire, occa- 
sioned by lipcident, spread so extensively as to 
burn down thp Cathedral, St. Mary's Abbey, St. 
Leonard's Hospital, 39 parish churches in the 
city, and Trinity church, in the subi|rbs« 

In the year 1138, David, king of Scotland, en- 
tered England, with a pqwei^fuj army, and be- 
sieged York; on which occasion, archbishop 
Thurstan, lieutenant; governor of the North, 
called together the nobility and gentry of the 
pounty. They immediately raised forces, marchedj 

¥^4 



T2 HISTOKY OP THIS 

against the enemy, and caused him to retire from 
before the city. The hostile army was, however, 
overtaken near Northallerton ; and after a ter- 
rible battle, was entirely defeated, 10,000 of the 
Scots being slain upon the field. 

By this event, the peace of the country appears 
to have been secured for a long period ; and both 
the reader and the historian will be spared such 
frequent repetitions of sanguinary recitals, as thus 
far occupy the pages of our record, and have 
often disgraced the Christian name. A Scotch his^* 
torian and poet, Alexander Necham, has noticed, 
the change in some Latin lines, which may be 
thus translated : 

" There happy Ebor*s Towers ascend the skies, 
And mitred honors to St. Peter rise. 

In dust, how oft, this hapless city laid ; 

Her walls demolished, and her warriors dead ! 
But for such horrors past — such rage deplorM, 
Peace has return'd, and lasting joy restor'd.'* 

In the year 1160, and in the reign of king 
Henry the second, the first parliament, mentioned 
in history by that appellation, was held in this 
city. Malcolm, the Scotch king, was summoned 
to appear before it, and answer to certain charges 
;ailleged against him by Henry. One of them 
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itoted that Malcolm^ when he accompanied the 
English king, during the wars in France, betrayed 
all his counsels to the enemy. The Scotch 
king attended ; and though he proved the alle- 
gations to be false, was condemned to lose all the 
lands he held of Henry in England, and to do 
homage for the kingdom of Scotland ; but pari 
of the former obligation was remittedj^ on con« 
dition of the latter being strictly complied with; 

Henry called another convention of the barons 
and bishops, at York, in the year 1171 ; before 
whom he cited William, the successor of Mal- 
colm, to appear, and do homage for the whole 
kingdom of Scotland, The Scotch king com- 
plied ; and, in token of his subjection, deposited 
on the altar of the Cathedral, in York^ his breast- 
plate, spear, and saddle. 

From a variety of circumstances, York appears 
to have been, about this time, a place of con- 
siderable trade; and as it is justly observed that 
the jews never settle, in large bodies, except at 
trading towns, or in commercial cities, their num- 
ber and wealth in York, at this period, justify 
the remark*. 

* We have a proof of the commercial prosperity of 
York, at a later period, when the staple of wool, which 
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Drake observes^ that the houses of the Jews te 
this eity^ resembled the palaces of princes^ rather 
than the dwellings of subjects. 

This people bad been introduced by WilMam 
fhe Conqueror; and the immense increase of 
their wealth eventually proved to them a source 
pf evilj }n 1189, when the ceremony of the co- 
ronation of Bichard the first, was annouilced^ 
the principal members of that religious sect, a» 
was usual on those occasions, were deputed from 
various parts of the country, to present the new 
sovereign with rich gifts, for the purpose of in- 
suring the royal favour towards them as a body. 
The king, however, disgusted on some account, 
gave orders that no jew should be present at the 
coronation ; notwithstanding which;^ several were 
so imprudent as to mix with the crowd ; andf 
being discovered, were insulted, |)ruised| and 
^ome of them killed ^ 

Benedict and Jocenus, two of the most wealthy 
merchants in the city of York, had repaired to 

bad preTiousIy been at Bruges, in Flanders, was in the 
27th year of Edward III., fixed in this city. A con- 
siderable woollen manufacture also fiourisl^d here, so 
lately as the reign of Henry YIIL 
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London, wilb a pompous retimie, on this occasion* 
Both of them bttog in tke crowd, the former 
wasr wounded, and th^n dragged into a chnrch^ 
where be was. baptised by force. The following 
day^ he was taken before Richard, in whose 
presenee he declared he was still a jew in bia 
ll^eart, and would ever remain so ; adding, that 
he wasi persuaded the severe usage he had re- 
eeiyed, would soon terminal his existence. For 
Ibis remark^ ]^nedict was immediately driren 
from the presence of the king;, and be sooii 
afierwafd expired* 

Joeen^a escaped wnhurt from the London out-^ 
lage;. but fxperieneed a more severe fate at 
¥ork. Tbe^fsttiusiastic flame of bigotry and m« 
folerance, qc ppfbaps of avarice and plunder^ 
which first showed itself in London, was diffused 
0ver different parts of the country ; and, in Manch, 
1190, nged with unequalled fiiry at Yovk« 

Part of tbe city being on fi^e during a boisterous 
flight, the disaster supplied si fit opportunity for 
carrying into elfect, the cruel design^ of several 
inhabitants of the city and county, who had 
formed a conspiracy against the unoffending jews* 
AiMsordingly^ whilst the weU-disposed part of tho 
f^itizens were endeavouring to extinguisb tho 
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flames, the oonspirmtors attacked the house t>f the 
hapless Benedict* It was very strongly fortified ; 
and contained his widow, children, and several 
friends, who had assembled in it, fearful of 
commotion. The infuriated bigots however soon 
gained admittance, murdered all they met with, 
cleared the house of every valuable, and then 
burnt it to the ground. 

This outrage alarmed all the jews, and espe- 
cially Jocenus, who procured leave from the 
governor, to convey his wife, children, and the 
whole of his wealth, into the castle, for security. 
In a few days, his fears were confirmed, for his 
house shared the fate of that of his deceased 
friend. The jews in the city immediately retired 
into the castle, except a small number, who soon 
fell a sacrifice to their indiscretion. 

This people would have remained there, secure 
from their enemies, had they not one day, through 
suspicion, refused the governor admittance ; 
which greatly enraged him and the high-sheriiT, 
who was then at York. The posse comitatus 
were ordered out, to besiege the castle ; and, we 
are told, that though several of the most re-» 
spectable inhabitants avoided joining in this 
abominable proceeding, many of the clergy dis- 
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gfftced their profeasion^ by loudly calling for the 
blood of those unoffending rictims* Amongst 
the foremost^ was a friar, in a white vesture; 
who was repeatedly heard to cry out : ^^ The 
enemies of Christ must be destroyed*" So ardent 
was this man in the work of destruction^ that 
strenuously assisting the besiegers to fix the bat- 
tering engines against the walls, he approached 
too near, and a large stone falling upon hishead^ 
killed him on the spot. Thus one who ought to 
have been an advocate for good will amongst 
men, according to the instructions of the Prince 
pf Peace, acted under the influence of the power 
of darkless, and received a reward well-merited 
for his persecution and cruelty. 

The jews offered a large sum of money pro- 
vided they might be allowed to escape. Thef 
proposal, being rejected, they held a council; 
on which occasion, a foreign rabbin, who had vi- 
sited England for the instruction of the jews, 
addressed them as follows: ^< Men of Israel, our 
God^ whose laws I have prescribed to you, com- 
mands that we should always be ready to die for 
tj^ose laws ; and now, when death looks us in the 
face, we have only to choose whether we should 
prolong a base and infamous life, or embrace a 



gallant and glorious death. If we fall into At 
hands of our enemies^ at their will and pleasufe^ 
we must die; but our Creator^ who gave us lifiei/ 
did also enjoin^ that with our own hands, and of 
our own accord, we should devoutly reMore it to 
Him again, rather than await the cruelty of aA 
enemy* Thi^, several of our brethren in great 
tribulation^ have bravely performed. They knew 
how to do it ; and our situation points out im us 
the most decent mode of execution.'^ 

From what part of the Divine code the rabim 
supposed he could derive authority for the com- 
mission of suicide, it will not be easy to conceive^ 
The example of his brethren, he however might 
adduce, with the greatest confidence ; and when 
we reflect on the height to which the crime of 
self-destruction was carried on similar occasions, 
by that people, we cannot wonder that many 
of the jews acceded to the advice of their teacher* 
Some, however, positively rejected his proposal ; 
on which, the rabbin further said : ^^ Let those, 
whom this good and pious course displeases, 
separate themselves, and be cut off, from the 
congregation ! We, for the sake of our paternal 
law, despise this transitory life.'' 
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* Several of the jews determined to try the cle- 
meacy of the christians. The others immediately 
began to carry their horrid scheme into effeet$ 
but the rabbin commanded <hem firiit to burn 
and destroy all their rich merchandise^ furniture^ 
and garments ; and to damage, as much as pos* 
•ibie, their plate, so as to prevent the enemy 
from being enriched by their spoils. This being 
done, and all the towers of the castle being set 
on fire, the rabbin directed that those who po8« 
sessed the greatest firmness of mind, should first 
cut the throats of their wives and childrem 
Jocehus accordingly began the shocking transact 
tion, by murdering his own wife, and five children. 
The example was followed by the rest ; and, as 
a mark of honour, the rabbin himself cut the 
throat of Jocenus. It is highly probable, that he 
cut bis own throat also ; for he was found amoiig 
the slain. 

The frenzy of this unhappy people was equalled, 
if not exceeded, by the subsequent cruelty of their 
Christian enemies; or rather of those barbarians, 
who glutted their thirst after rapine and murder, 
under the pretence of destroying the enemies of 
Christ. The jews who had refused to comply 
with thie dreadful resolution of their rabbin, ex- 
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erted themselves to extinguish the flames ; atid^ 
on the following morning, stood upon the walls ; 
where they^ in the most laiAentable manner, re-* 
lated the horrid circumstance. To convince the 
besiegers of their sincerity, they threw the dead 
bodies of their brethren over the walls; then 
promising to become Christians^ they earnestly 
supplicated for mercy. 

The enemies of the jews pretended to be moved 
by their solicitations ; and through this means^ 
prevailed on them to open the gates. On gaining 
admission, they rushed like a torrent, and inhu- 
manly murdered the whole remnant of those 
hapless men. The cruel perpetrators of this 
diabolical deed then resorted to the Minster^ 
where the bonds, which the Christians had given 
to the jews, were deposited ; and, breaking open 
the chests, took and burnt, in the midst of the 
church, all the writings they contained. 

It is calculated that 500 men had taken shelter 
in the castle, besides women and children. If 
this statement is correct, we may conclude that the 
total number of jews, who were thus slaughtered 
in the month of March^^ 1190, amounted to more 
than 1500. 
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diehard was in the Holy Land, at the time of 
this massacre^ and being informed of the erent^ 
g^ve orders for the bishop of Ely, his regent, to 
repair to York, and punish the offenders. The 
miscreants being previously apprised of his com« 
iag, fled from the city. The bishop, however, 
examined the remaining citizens, who declared 
that inhabitants of neighbouring towns were the 
principal oflfendeins; notwithstanding which, he 
levied a fine upon them, committed the high- 
sheriff and governor to prison, took away one 
hundred hostages, repaired the castle which king 
Wm. Rufus had formerly strengthened, and 
gave the government of the county to his brother 
Odbert de Longchamp. The one hundred in-^ 
habitants were taken to Northampton, and re* 
mained there in custody four years; when the 
citizens of York paid ten marks to the king, for 
their deliverance. 

A new colony of jews, encouraged by the 
conduct of Richard, soon supplied the places of 
those who had been thus cruelly exterminated ; 
and it appears that they rapidly grew rich, and 
lived in great magnificence; until the reign of 
Edward, the first king of that name after the 

F 
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Norman conquest #• Edward was very arbitrary 
to the Jews; 280 of whom he hanged at once^ 
for adulterating, tlie coin of the realm. He also 
ordered the* good» of all other Jews, to be CQn- 
fiscated, a4id the whole of their fraternity to be 
banished the kingdom. Jubbergate in the city^ 
and Jewber ry, without the walls, north of Lay* 
thorp bridge, may both be considered as having 
derived their names from, that people*. 

War being likely to break out between Eng- 
land and Scotland, in the year 1199, during the 
reign of l^ing John, a mediation was proposed; 
and a meeting, between the two kings and their 
nobles^ was held at York. Tlie result was an 
agreement that tlie two sons of John, should 
marry the two daughters of the Scotch king, 
by which tUeir interests would be effectually 
united. 

In 1216, the last year of John's reign, the 
northern barons laid siege to York ; but, on re- 

* Three Edwards reigaed as sovereigns over Eng- 
land previous to the Normaa conquest, yet it is very 
remarkable that this king, wha in reality was the fourth 
Edward, should be styled Ednyard the first. Con- 
fusion and mistake have often been the natural result nSi 
this unaccountable inconsistency. 



CltY OP YOltftk 83 

teiving a thousand marks from the itihabitatits^ 
granted them a truce till the octave of Pen- 
tetost. Four years after this event) Henry the 
thirds John's immediate successor^ being anxious 
for an alliance with Scotland^ attended a con- 
vention at York, where the king of Scotland 
not only swore to marry Henry's sister, but> in 
three days after, performed his oath^ 

In 1230, Henry, and the king of Scotland, with 
the chief nobles of the land^ kept their Christmas 
at York, in a most magnificent manner ; and, in 
1251, Henry and his queen, met Alexander the 
third, son of the before- mentioned king of Scot-^ 
land, at York* The occasion of this meeting 
was to present the daughter of the king and 
queen of England^ in marriage to Alexander, 
and to see the ceremony performed, with a 
magnificence and grandeur, suitable to the nup- 
tials of such exalted characters. 

All the peers of the realm accompanied Henry; 
and, with the king of Scotland^ came his mother, 
and many Scotch and French nobles. On 
christmas-day, Henry conferred the honour of 
knighthood on Alexander and twenty of his 
nobles ; and, on the following day, the royal pair 
were married in the cathedral, by the archbishop. 
^ f2 
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The ceremony was performed very early ill the 
Inorning, to prevent the excessive crowdings 
which otherwise might have been expected. An 
immense number of military commanders, and 
other persons of rank, attended the king of 
England ; and, the king of Scotland was also 
waited upon by more than 60 knights, clad in 
a most superb manner^ 

During the stay of these monarchs in York, 
the archbishop several times entertained them 
with princely munificence and grandeur; and 
expended, during the visit of the royal party, 
no less than 4000 marks, or nearly ^2700.i 
The nuptial solemnities were however soon over, 
and Alexander and his beautiful bride, attended 
by Sir Robert Norrice, knight, Sir Stephen 
Banson, Lady Maude, and several other dis^ 
tinguished characters, departed for Scotland. 

In '^ Stowe^s AnnaUy^ we are informed of an 
extraordinary event, which, in J 276, occurred in 
Northurabria, and therefore deserves to be no- 
ticed in the history of it's ancient capital. A 
person from France, of considerable property, 
says that writer, brought into this province, a 
Spanish ewe of very uncommon growth. It wa» 
soon after attacked with that fatal disease. 
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tlie rot in sheep, which appears not to have been 
previously known in this country. The contagion 
ihus introduced^ spread rapidly, and was dread*- 
/uUy prevalent for many years. 

Edward, improperly styled the first, son of 
Henry, stayed some time at York on his way 
into Scotland, in the year 1201 ; when the famous 
welchman, Bice*ap- Meredith, was conveyed to 
this city, tried for high treason, condemned, and 
drawn through York, to the gallows, where he 
was hanged and quartered^ 

Seven years afterward, Edward summoned a 
parliament to meet at York ; and, in an especial 
manner, required the presence of his iputinous 
nobility. The English barons attended, and the 
king's confirmation of Magna Charta, also of 
Charta de Foresta, was read to them. Though 
the English nobles attended, the Scotch lords 
did not ; it was therefore agreed, that the whole 
English army should rendezvous at York, the 
following Aprili and that a general muster should 
then be made. 

At this parliament, the commons granted to 
the king the nmik penny of their goods; the 
archbishop of Canterbury and his clergy, the 
tenth penny ; and the archbishop of York^^ and 

F3 
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his clergy^ a fifth. Edward soon after removed 
his courts of justice from London to York^ and 
summoning another parliament, renewed bis 
former order for the attendance of the nobility of 
Scotland. They again refused compliance with 
the king's command ; which induced him to 
issue a commission of array, ordering his subjects 
to meet him at Roxburgh, on St. John's day. 
The famous battle of Falkirk immediately en- 
sued. After this battle, the king returned to 
York ; and in 1299,. held another parliament 
there. That spring, Edward pursued the ad- 
vantages obtained at Falkirk ; and in 1306, com- 
pleted the reduction of Scotland. He staid some 
time in York, on his return ; and the same year 
again removed his courts of justice to London. 

In this reign, York ranked amongst the English 
ports, and furnished one vessel to Edward's fleet ; 
but, when vessels were built on a larger scale^ 
the commerce of York decreased 9 and Hull 
commanded that trade which had beei^ previously 
confined to our city. 

In 1311, the unfortunate Edward the second 
kept his Christmas at York, and expecting an in- 
vasion from the Scots, caused the walls of thi» 
city to be strongly fortified ^ Piers Gaveston and 
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his folio wers^ who had been banished by Ed ward I.^ 
flow repaired to the king at York^ and were verj 
kindly received by their sovereign. 

The fatal battle of Bannockburn was fought 
with the Skots, about three years after this event ^ 
in which the king lost 50/)00 inei\. Edward 
narrowly escaped to York ; where he called his 
nobles together for consultation ; but so inde- 
cisive was this prince in his councils^ that nothing 
was then determined upon. 

Of the value of money about this period^ some 
idea may be formed from a maximum^ fixed by 
the king's writs^ in 1314^ for the prices of the 
following articles : 

No Ox, stall or com fed, to be sold for more than 1 4 

No grass-fed Ox to be sold for more than 16 

A fat stalled Cow, not to 4eKceed ....« 12 

Any other CoW) not to exceed 10 4 

A fat Mutton J corn fed, or with wool well grown 19 

Ditto, ditto, shorne ^.. 12 

A fat Hog, two years old „,, 3 4 

A fat Goose, twrxpence halfpenny — In the city 3 

A fat Capon, twopence — In the city 2^ 

A fat Hen, or two Chickens, Id.— In tlie city 1| 

Twenty-four Eggs ^ 1 

F4 
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The Court of Exchequer^ wliidi had been re-^ 
ino?ed to London in 1306^ appears between that 
time and 1318 to have been twice, if not oftener, 
held at York. 

Edwafd again viaited thin city, in the year 1319, 
for the purpose of raising an army^ in Order to 
proceed against Scotland ; on which occasion^ the 
Courts of Exchequer and King's Bench, tvith 
Doomsday Book and other records, were removed 
to York for six months. The king found the city 
and country so thinly inhabited, that he was ob-< 
liged to complete his forces from other quartersi 
He then proceeded to besiege Berwick; but 
scarcely had he arrived there, before the Scots, 
having crossed the Solway, marched by a dif- 
ferent route into England, wasting all the country 
to the gates of this city, and then retired. 

The archbishop of York, fired with in«* 
dignation at this audacity, raised an army 
of priests, monks, labourers, artizans, shop-* 
keepers, &c., to the amount of 10,000; and 
hastening after those depredators, overtook them 
at Myton, near Boroughbridge, on the 12th 
of October, 1319. The Scots aeeipg the arch- 
bishop and his forces approach, drew up in 
order of battle, and then set on tir« several hay-* 
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Itecks ; tbe ftnMke of ifhich blowing in the faces 
of the English, prevented them from seeing their 
opponents* The venerable commander, waa 
however » young soldier; and possessing more 
courage than military talent, he, instead of draw* 
ing back his forces, till tiie combustion had sub-* 
sided, or beyond the reach of it's effects, per- 
lutted the enemy to a^trail themselves . of the 
Hd vantage it oflRered, and the Scots pouring dowu 
upon bus undisciplined army> in firm and compact 
Order, routed them, after a very feeble resistance* 
Between three and four thousand of the English 
were slain or drowned, including Nicholas Flem- 
ing, who was then, for the 7th time, mayor of 
York ; and so many priests perished, that it waa 
long called '' fhe White Bam:' 

The body of the mayor was honourably in** 
terred in the parish church of St. Wilfred ; and 
the archbishop granted an indulgence of forty 
diiys, to all tbe parishioners, who, being truly 
penitent and confessing their sins, should say a 
pater<^noster, and ave-maria, for the repose of 
hia soul. A chantr}' was also founded for him^ 
in the same church. 

On hearing of this defeat, Edward returned to 
York ; and in 1321, after the battle of Borough- 
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bridge^ Thomas earl of Lancaster, and many of 
his revolting barons,, wlio had there been taken 
prisoners, were conveyed to the king at York; 
They were tried, and being all found guilty, the 
earl was beheaded in front of his own castle at 
Pontefract, and the barons were hanged and 
quartered in this city. 

In 1322, Edward called another parliament at 
York ; by which a decree that had been passed at 
London, against the Spencers, was rescinded ; and 
that family restored to the royal favour. Robert 
Baldock was also then made lord chancellor, and 
the king's eldest son was created prince of Wales 
and duke of Aquitain. The ordinances of the 
barons were likewise examined, and a large sub- 
sidy was granted to the king. Edward imme- 
diately raised an army, and marched into Scot- 
land ; but the enemy havirig destroyed the forage,' 
he was obliged to retire, for want of provisions ; 
and being followed by Robert, the Scotch king, 
was surprised, whilst at dinner in Byland Abbey, 
about fourteen miles from York, and his forces 
were routed* Edward himself, was indebted for 
fals safety to the swiftness of his horse, and made 
his escape to this city; where he endeavoured^ 
by public amusements, to divert the chagrin 
occasioned by his ill fortune. 
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This sovereign was soon after deposed, and 
murdered by the queen; and his son, a youth 
only fourteen years of age, in 1327, was crowned 
king under the title of Edward the third. Ro- 
bert Bruce, king of Scotland, immediately sent 
an army of 20,000 horse into England, which 
ravaged the northern parts of the kingdom. On 
hearing of this, the young sovereign ordered a 
general rendezvous of all his army at York, 
whither he resorted. He was there joined by 
John Lord Beaumont, of Hainault, and more 
than 2000 foreigners ; who sought renown under 
the banners of that inexperienced youth. The 
king laid in this city, with an army of 60,000 men 
during six weeks ; all which time, it is recorded, 
provisions were so well supplied, that they re* 
mained plentiful, and consequently cheap. 

The foreigners, in his army, presuming on thefr 
own importance and the royal kindness, behaved 
in too haughty a manner, toward the English ; 
whose independent minds spurned at their re- 
peated insults. On Trinity* Sunday, the king 
gave a sumptuous entertainment at the ^lo- 
nastery, where his retinue amounted to 550 
kniglits ; and the queen- mother's suite consisted 
af sixty of the principal ladies in the kingdom. 
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That evenings the royal guests were inter- 
rupted^ whilst in the midst of their diversions, 
by a serious contest which arose between the 
aervaifts of the foreigners, and some English 
archers; which latter so rapidly increased, as 
in a short time, to amount to nearly three 
thousand. The Hainaulters were soon put to 
flighty many of them slain^ and the remainder 
obliged to fortify themselves, in their quarters, 
as securely as possible. 

Tlieir commanders, on being informed of the 
circumstance, retired from the court to their 
respective lodgings ; and it was with considerable 
difficulty that the king effected a temporary ces- 
sation of hostilities ; part of the city having been 
set on fire during the contest. 

The next nighty the foreigners^ prompted 
by revenge, and beaded by their officers, sud- 
denly made an attack on the Lincolnshire and 
Northamptonshire archers, and murdered about 
three hundred of them ; eighty of whom, we are 
told, were interred under one stone, in the yard 
of St. Clement's church, in Fossgate* This rash 
and cruel massacre so exasperated the English, 
that six thousand of them entered into a com- 
bination to sacrifice every foreigner; and they 
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W<iuld certainly have carried the horrid resolution 
into effect^ had not the king prevented thenii 
by placing strong guards at the lodgings of the 
foreigners^ and by removing the archers from 
their quarters. 

The Scotch army of horse had greatly derided 
the English for pusillanimity; but ^hen they 
heard that such a formidable force was col- 
lected, ambassadors were despatched to York, 
with overtures of peace. Their terms^ however^ 
not proving satisfectory, the Scotch ambassadom 
were sent away ; and the king commanded that 
every man should be ready, in one week, to march 
against the enemy. At the time fixed, this army 
left York ; the king having previously issued an 
order for placing the city in a state of defence. 
The Scots were overtaken at Stanhope Park, and 
would have fallen an easy prey to the English, 
had not the treachery of Lord Mortimer suffered 
them to escape. They fled home with great pre-* 
cipitancy, and the king, excessively chagrined at 
the escape of an enemy whom be thought already 
in his power, returned to York, whence he pro- 
ceeded to London. 

Lord John, of Hainault, was however well re- 
warded by the king, and honourably sent to his 
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own country. He returned in 1328^ the fol« 
lowing; year, with his niece Philippa, the mort 
celebrated beauty of the age, who was only in 
|ier fourteenth year ; and conducted her with a 
great retinue to York^ in order to marry her to 
the king. 

Edward and his courts were passing their christ-« 
mas with great magnificence in this city ; and he 
ireceived that beautiful princess and her attendants, 
with all the pomp and ceremony his high station 
jcould command. On the 24th of January, the 
marriage ceremony was performed in the cathe- 
dral. Not only at York, but throughout the whole 
country, tournaments, plays, feasting, and other 
(demonstrations of joy- then in use, celebrated the 
ev^nt ; and in this city continued during three 
weeks. 

The foreigners however, in the midst of their 
festivity and wantonness, violently assaulted se* 
veral of the wives, daughters, and maid-servants 
of the inhabitants residing in the suburbs of York. 
This lewd conduct was justly resented by the latter; 
who demanded satisfaction in honourable combat. 
A number of the inhabitants and foreigners, well 
armed, accordingly met early one morning, rn 
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Watlingate^, and fought so desperately , that 
^27 of the Hainaultersy and 242 Eiigli^hmen were 
slain or drowned in the river> during the cpniest. 
The surviving foreigners swelled with hatred 
and revenge, for the loss of their countrymen, 
set fire to a part of the suburbs, which spread so 
rapidly, as to consume nearly the whol^ of one 
|>arish, before the flames could be subdued. 

In 1332, Edward a^in summoned a parliament 
to assemble at York; the principal occurrence 
at which, appears to hav? been a quarrel betweem 
. the two archbishops, relative to bearing their 
crosses in each other's province. In 1334, on 
his way to Scotland, the king staid and kept his 
Christmas here ; and on his return, held a par- 
liament in this city* There were no fewer than 
;twelve parliaments assembled in York, during 
this reign and the one preceding. 

In 1347^ Edward and his son, the Black 
.Prince^ being both engaged In the wars in France^ 

^ Thrake, when speakings of the Roraaa road from 
York to Statiiford-Bridge, &c. says^ ^^ I have found ia 
ancient History, that a street in the suburbs of this cityp 
out of Walmgate-Bar^ through which the road must pas» 
to York, was anciently called IVatlingate.'^ 
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David Bru)ce inyaded England^ with A dsAi de« 
termination tb destroy the country with fire and 
6word^ until be came to York ; and he effected his 
purpose so completely^ as to enable a^detachment 
of his army to destroy a part of the suburbs. 

The beau ttfol queen, Philippn^ being in the eity^ 
immediately ccrflected all the forces (riie could} 
appointed the archbishop of York, William de la 
Zoucb, second in command of the English army ; 
and marched against the enemy. Overtaking 
the Scots at Neville's cross, near Durham, when 
they little expected such a visit, she completely 
routed them, took their king prisoner, and left 
15,000 of their men dead upon the field. Slie 
then returned to York ; where the Captive king, 
David, was delivered to her with great cere- 
mony. He was detained here till the city was 
strongly fortified ; and then, leaving the lords 
Percy and Neville, to govern the north, the queen 
•proceeded to London, to present her prisoner to 
the king. 

It niay be proper here to add, that William of 
Hatfield, the second son of Edward and Philippa^ 
died young, and was buried in the cathedral at 
York; and that Edmund Langley, their fifth 
son, in the reign of their successor, was created 
the first duke of York. 
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During the year 1318, a very alarming mor- 
tality raged in this city nine weeks^ and eon-* 
aiderably thinned it's population. 

Richard the seoond, being on an expedition 
against the Scots, in 1385, was some time in 
York. On this occasion, Sir John Holland, the 
king's brother, and lord Ralph Stafford, eldest 
son of the earl of Stafford, had a quarrel, which 
occasioned a duel, and the latter was slain, by 
Sir John, in a field near Bishopthorpe. 

Four years after, the clergy having a serious 
disagreement with the mayor and commonalty of 
the city, Richard again visited York, for the 
purpose of producing a reconciliation ; which he 
soon effected. At the same time he gave his sword 
to William de Selby, the mayor, to be borne 
before him and hi$ successors in office ; and from 
this special appointment of the king, our chief 
magistrate has ever since been honoured with 
the title of lord mayor. 

In the year 1390, a contagious disease carried 
off 1100 inhabitants of this city. The following 
year a still more dreadful pestilence spread all 
over England ; and raged with such fury in 
York, that more than 11,000 of the inhabitants 
fell a sacrifice to it's ravages in a short period. 

G 
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. In 1392, Richard being displeased with ^€ 
citizens of London, again removed the courts of 
king's bench and chancery, to York, at the in- 
stigation of the archbishop of this diocese, his 
Grace being also lord chancellor ; but they re* 
mained here only from midsummer to cbristmas. 

This year was rendered remarkable, by the 
king presenting the first mace to the city, to be 
carried before the lord mayor, and a cap of main* 
tenance to the sword-bearer. 

About four years after, Richard changed the 
gpyernment of the city, by abolishing the office 
of bailiffs, and appointing two sheriffs.. Thus he 
made York a distinct county ; which is called^ 
in all law proceedings, the county of the city. 

We have already seen, in the second section^ 
our ancient and venerable city gradually reduced 
from the metropolis of an empire, to the ca- 
pital of an earldom. The limits of the district 
included under this term were, for a long time, 
co-extensive with the boundaries of Norlhumbria 
as a kingdom. At what precise periods it's 
various subdivisions were made, cannot be easily 
ascertained. Alfred the Great is allowed to have 
portioned out the kingdom^ of England into 
shires ; but, if the northern part of the nation 
was subdiviUed into the present counties, in his 



Migti, ihe enrldom of Ndrtfaumbria appears long 
after that time^ to Imve embraced most of it's 
original extent. 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, just 
preceding the Norman conquest, the present di« 
vision of Northumbria into the counties of York> 
Durham, Lancashire^ Westmoreland, Cumber-* 
kind, and Northumberland, is more decided* 
We however (ind as late as the reign of Harold^ 
the successor of Edward, that Morchar was the 
«arl of Northumbria, and governor of York; 
and that he continued so after the Norman con-^ 
quest. With Waltheof, the successor of this 
nobleniatt, iand the last of the Saxon earls, seems 
to have ceased the distinction of Northumbria as 
an earldom ; land we may thence consider York 
ias the capital of Yorkshire only* 

The earls of Northumbria are frequfeiitly called 
«arls of Northumberland also; yet after that 
period, the earls of this name received their title, 
not from ancient Northumbrian but chiefly, if 
not wholly from that part of it which now con- 
stitutes thiB county of Northumberland. 

As York had been gradually declining in im* 
portance, by the changes and revolutions which 
occurred! during 1000 years ; so it appears to 
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have been the design of Richard, in the y^ar 
J 396, by constituting the city a distinct county^ 
to confer upon it a mark of honorable distitictioli. 

The charter of Richard the second, which oom- 
nianded tliat two sheriffs should annually be chosen 
by the citizens, instead of three bail^gj as before 
that period, also ordained, says Drake, ^^ that the 
city of York and suburbs of the same, should b6 
thenceforth a cotmty by itself^ and be called for 
ever, the county of the city t^' York^ Ry 
Madox's Firma Rurgi, it is clear that this did not 
include that division which is now called the 
Ainsty, or county of the city. 

The Ainsty was then but a hundred or wapen* 
take of the West- Riding of Yorkshire; under 
^^ the care of the mayor and citizens^ as b&iliffs," 
or stewards of it. Thus it remained until about 
fifty years afterward ; when, by a charter in the 
27th of the reign of Henry the sixth, it was 
annexed to the county of the city ; and has 
ever since remained wholly under the jurisdic- 
tion of the lord mayor, and of those members 
of the corporation, who are by charter, magistrates 
of the city. Hence the inhabitants of the Ainsty 
are obliged to resort to York, for the adjust- 
ment of all civil dissensions, though the freei- 
holders of that division are not entitled to any 
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privileges or franchises as citizens of York^ but 
remain in other respects as inhabitants of the 
cx>unty at large ; * being allowed to vote at the 
pounty elections. 

The Ainsty ooinprises the following towns and 
villages ; to which are annexed their distances 
from York : 

Hessay „ /5J 

Healaugh 8 

Knaptou 3 

Long Marston 7 

Moor Monkton 8 

Middlethorpe 2 

Nether Poppleton .... 4 

Oxton 

Rufforth 5 

Steeton 7 

Thorp. Arph 13| 

Tockwith 9 

Tadcaster 9 

Upper Poppleton .... 3| 

Walton 13 

Wighill 9 

Wilsthorp 8 



Acomb 2 

Askham Richard 5 

Askham Bryan 4 

Appleton Roebuck ... 8 

Acaster Malbis : 4| 

Acaster 8aklby 6| 

Aogram ., Qi 

Bickerton ,...., 10 

Bolton Percy , .9 

Bilbrough , 5| 

Bishopthorpe 2^ 

Bilton 8i 

Colton 6 

Copraanthorpe 4 

Catterton 7 

Dringhouses If 

Hutton Wansley 8 

Holdgate 1 

In addition to the above thirty-five towns and 

Villages^ tliere rfre also several hamlets and gen* 
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tlcmens' seats. The district is nearly surrounded 
by the rivers Ouse, Wharf, and Nidd, whilst the 
iuteripr of the Ainsty is well watered by the Foss, 
which glides through it's fields and enriches it's 
pastures, till, arriving near Bolton Percy, it joins 
the river Wharf. As the reader may wish to 
have a duore minute account, the boundaries of 
the Ainsty are given below. 

The Ouse, from the coixfluenqe of that river 
and the Nidd, at Nun-Monkton, on the north of 
the city ; to the cQnfluen<;e of the Wharf and 
Ou9e, on the south, a distance of 15 miles. 

The Wharf, from the meeting of the Wharf and 
Ouse on the south, to Flint-Mill House, neaf. 
Thorp-Arch on the west, 12 miles. 

The wapentake of Claro on the west, from 
Flint-Mill House to Cattle- Bridge, on the Nidd, 
along the several parishes of Thorp- Arch, Bick- 
ertqn, and Cattle-Bridge, 4| miles. 

The Nidd, on the north, from Cattle- Bridge to 
the confluence of ^he Ouse and Nidd, at Nun- 
Mqnkton, 61 miles ; making in the whole a cir- 
cuipference of 38 miles. 

The district, now called the Ainsty, was for- 
^ncrly a forest; but it v?a3 disforested by the 
cl^ar^ers of Hichard the, fir^^t an4 lining JoliDf 
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The name in (sieyeral ancient writings, is spelt 
AncUty, which Drake supposes to have been 
derived from the old northern word Anenty sig- 
nifying a hundred or district contiguous to the 
city. 

York and the Ainsty were formerly considered 
as equal to about an eighth part of the west- 
riding, and to a twentieth part of the county at 
at large. The division of all assessments, is by 
act of parliament, for the city three JifthSy and 
for the Ainsty two fifths. 

York continues at present, the capital of 
the county of the city, and also of York- 
shire, which embraces several districts that 
are in some measure distinct counties, viz: — 
HuUshire, Holderness, Richmondshire, Craven, 
and Cleveland. The whole forming, by much 
the largest county in England ; being 130 miles 
long, 90 broad, and 460 in circumference ; con- 
taining 5490 square miles. 

Yorkshire still retains another division, which, 
at one time, was general in most counties ; being 
separated into three parts, hence called tri- 
things, since corrupted to ridings, distinguished 
by the additions of north, east, and west. The 
^ast is the largest, mQst populous, and by much 
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the wealthiest of the three ; abounding with well 
cultivated fields watered by fruitful rivers^ and 
enriched with numerous extensive manufactories^ 
and excellent market towns. This district k 
also interspersed with many rural and romantic 
scenes^ adorned by the splendid mansions of the 
opulent^ and the peaceful habitations of humble 
peasantry. 

The county is also subdivided into 24 wapen* 
takes or hundreds, including, as stated in the 
Yorkshire Gazetteer, 563 parishes^ 6& market 
towns^ and one city. 



SECTION IV. 

Prom the establishment of the County of the City^ hj^ 
Richard II, ^ tq the qrriva^l qf King JameSy at York^ 
in 1617, 



About three year^i after Richard had granted 
to York the privileges which he conferred oo 
^establishing the county of the city, he was de- 
posed; and died in Pontefract castle. Varioiw 
opinions are however entertained, relative to the 
inode of his exit ; Some historians assert that he 
was there inhumanly *^ starved to death ;" whilst 
others inform us that Sir Piers Exton, one of 
Henry's domestics, was sent down, with eight 
ruffians, to murder Richard; which, it is re- 
corded, was effected in the following manner* 
They went into the room when he was unarmed ; 
but the valiant monarch so furiously attacked 
the first who entered^ as to disarm the ruffian, 
and kill him with hi$ own weapon. Three 
others of them the king also laid dead at his 
feet ; and he probably would liave slain them all, 
had not Exton mounted a table behind that uu* 
fortunate sovereign, and cut him down with a 
battle axe. 
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The citizens of York iestifi^ their attachment 
to Richard, on various occasions, after his death. 
On the accession of Henry the fourth to the 
throne of England, after the murder of his law- 
ful j8(overeign, Henry Piercy, earl of Northum- 
berland, Richard Scroope, archbishop of York, 
whose brother Henry had beheaded, Thomas 
Mowbray, earl Marshal^ the lords, Fauconbridge, 
Bardoff, Hastings, and several other persons of 
distinction, formed a conspiracy against the king ; 
but they did not succeed, owing to the mismanage- 
ment of the archbishop. He wrote several articles 
hostile to his majesty, caused them to be fixed on 
the church doors ; and, in a sermon, invited the 
people to take up arms, to reform abuses. By 
these means, he caused 20,000 men to, resort to 
his standard, at York ; which w^s paintecl witli 
the five wounds of our Saviour. 

The king, hearing of these proceedings, sent 
down 30,000 men, under the command of Ralph 
Neville, earl of Westmoreland, and his own son, 
John. They found the archbishop strongly en- 
camped on the forest of Galtres, near this city ; but 
being afraid to attack the reverend commander, 
Westmoreland, by means of flattery and intrigue> 
prevailed upon that prelate to give him the meet^ 
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ing, and settle matters amicably between the two 
camps. A meeting accordingly took place^ thef 
lirchbishop being attended by the earl marshal. 
The generals shook hands in sight of both armies, 
and reciprocated other tokens of reconciliation 
and friendship ; after which, the archbishop, by 
the persuasion of Westmoreland, dismissed hit 
forces to their respective homes. 

Having by this stratagem deprived that pre- 
late of his means of defence, the treacherous 
Westmoreland arrested him and the earl marshal, 
for high-treason ; and caused both of them to be 
beheaded. Sir John Lamplugh, Sir Robert 
Plumpton, and several others, also suffered with 
them. 

The earl's body was buried in the cathedral ; 
but his head was fixed on a spike, and, according 
to Drake, exhibited for some time on the walls of 
the city. Walsingham however says, " it was fixed 
on a stake, and being placed on the city bridge, 
remained there, till Henry by a writ, dated. the 
eth of August, in the 6th year of his reign, or- 
dered it to be taken down and interred with the 
body." The archbishop suffered with great for- 
titude, in a field between York and Bishopthorpe, 
on the 8th of June, 1405^ and his body also was 
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interned in the cathedral. The latter being re-« 
garded as a martyr, his tomb was visited by sq 
many devotees, as soo^ to attract ^e att^itioQ 
|md interference of the king, 

Henry immediately issued orders from Pob« 
iefract, fQr the seiziure of all the liberties 
and privileges of the city. Various trials, ex-t 
ecutioi^S;^ &c., ensued; but he soon after pub-* 
lisued a general pardon to all the archbishop's 
adherents, d^ted at Ripon. This city was ooa*t 
sequenty reins^ted in tbe enjoyment of it's for-? 
mer privileges. 

The second year of his reign, Henry cam« 
to York, on his return from Scotlftnd, and in our 
city witnessed a martial combat, betweeii two 
foreign and two english knights j ^he latter of 
whom prevailed. The king was S9. well pleased 
with the victors, that he gave Sir John CorowfLllx 
who was one of them, his sister in marriage. 

In the year 1408, Henry passed through York^, 
after the defeat of the earl of Northumberland's, 
forces, on Bramham-Moor. During this battle,, 
the principal of the Piercy family was slain ; and 
his head being stuck upon a stake, was thus car- 
ried up to London^ where it was placed on the 
bridge. 
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Henry the fifth and his queen^ proceeded to 
York, in 1412 ; and from the accounts we have 
of this journey, it appears to have been under^ 
taken, owing to the prevalence of strong rumours, 
that the shrine of St. John, of Beverley, had 
exuded blood, all the day on which the battle 
of Agincourt had been fought. Victory being 
consequently imputed to the merits of that saint, 
Henry made a pilgrimage to vbit his shrine. 

Whilst the king and queen remained at York, 
an account arrived of the death of the duke of 
Clarence, the king's brother ; who was slain in 
France. By an old register, belonging to the 
city, it also appears, that during his reign, a 
command fi^om the king, was received by the lord 
mayor, to seize and confiscate the estate and 
effects of Thomas Lord Scroope, of Masham, who 
had been beheaded for high treason : his head 
was also sent along with the mandate, accom- 
panied by an order to place it over Micklegate 
Bar. 

During the reign of Henry the sixth, the house 
of York endeavoured to establish their title to 
the throne ; but Richard, duke of York, having 
fallen at the battle of Wakefield, his head, in 
derision of his pretensions^ was crowned with 
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paper, and with those of Richard, earl of S&lis-' 
bury, Sir John Limbjriek, Sir Ralph Stanley, and 
others, was placed over Micklegate*Bar, each 
face being toward the city. 

On the death of Richard, duke of York, Ed-^ 
ward, his son, was proclaimed king of England ; 
and, having collected a force of 49,000 strong, he 
encamped at Pontefract* Henry and his queen, 
were in York ; and in this city or it's vicinity, 
had 60,000 men, which were commanded by the 
duke of Somerset, the earl of Northumberland, 
and lord Clifford ; who proceeded with the army 
against Edward, leaving Henry, his queen, and 
son, in the city. 

^ body of light horse, commanded by lord 
Clifford^ cut their way through the pass, at 
Ferrybridge, which was guarded by a detach « 
ment from Edward's forces. Clifford, however, 
falling in with lord Falconberg soon after, was 
obliged to retire on the main army ; and> in his 
retreat, he was shot dead by a headless arrow. 

Edward, being doubtful of the fidelity of his 
troops^ published a proclamation, that all who 
wished not to fight, might leave thearmy ; but that 
it should be death for any to depart after the com- 
mencement of the battle. This offer was refused 
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\y ally and they immediately proceeded to meet 
the forces of Henry ; which were encamped in 
Towton tteld^ two miles from Tadcasten Pre- 
vious to the battle, Edward, who commanded in 
person^ fearful of being embarrassed with pri« 
floners, issued a proclamation that no quarter 
should be given to the enemy; and a similar 
order was, consequently given, by Henry's com- 
manders* 

Early on the morning of Palm-Sunday, March 
29, ]461> the battle commenced, with a flight of 
arrows* from Henry's men j but, a shower of snow 

^ The Bow seems to have been ibueh used at this 
period; and so fully was Edward convinced of it's 
effect on this occasion^ that in the fifth year of his reign, 
an act was passed, commanding every Englishman 
to have a Bow of his own height; and that Bdtts 
should be provided in every township ; at which the in- 
habitants were obliged to exercise, every feast day, and 
holiday, or be subject to certain penalties. Of course 
there must have been Butts in or near York, but no re-^ 
mains of them are now visible. It is however supposed 
they stood near Clifford's Tower, 

Edward the second, in the year 1314, when mardd^ 
ing from York against the Scots, seems also to have 
been much strengthened by the archers of his day ; for 



1X2 HISTOltY OF THE 

which fell in their faces, prevented them from 
discerning the exact distance of the enemy, and 
caused most of their arrows to fall harmless on the 
ground. After Henry's forces had emptied theif 
quivers, Edward's men gathered up the arrows, 
and shot them back upon their former possessors. 
On perceiving this, Henry's commanders urged 
their forces to close combat, and a desperate 
slaughter ensued. The Lancastrians, who were 
distinguished by the Red Rose, at length gave 
way, and fled towards York. Many were lost in 
crossing the bridge, at Tadcaster; and we are 
told that the rivulet near that town, and the river 
Wharf, were both discoloured with the blood of 
the slain — thikty-six thousand seven hun- 



we are informed, that he summoned all the ahle men from 
this part of the country ; and by the following quotation, 
we find them to have been chiefly " quiver'd warriors." 

'^From Humher*g streams, whose tumbling waves resound^ 

And deafen all the adjoining coasts around. 

To where the Tweed in softer windings flows. 

Full fifty thousand quiver'd warriors rose ; — 

A hardy race, who, well experienced, knew 

To fit the shafts and twang the bended yew ; 

Bred up to danger, and inurM to dare 

In distant fight, and aim the feathered war.'** 
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fallen on this memorable occasion. The dead 
bodies were buried in pits^ and such other places 
as offS^red the most ready receptacle for them» 
Quarter was granted to the earl of Devonshire ; 
but he appears to have been the only prisoner 
taken during that dreadful conflict. 

The fatal intelligence was immediately con-- 
.veyed to Henry and his queen^ at York, by the 
dukes of Somerset and Exeter ; with whom they 
fled into Scotland; Edward entering the city 
nearly aB they departed. The. victor soon took 
down from the bar^ the head of his father^ and 
those of his colleagues ; and^ in his turn, ordered 
jseyeiral of the adherents of Henry to be beheaded^ 
Bnd their heads to be placed over the same bar. 
Edward having quieted all the northern parts^ 
returned to London^ and was crowned king of 
England. 

In the year 1464, he again arrived at York, 
,with a very numerous army, and most of 
his nobility, on their march against the Scots^ 
French, and Northumbrians ; who had united in 
favour of Henry. The armies meeting at Hex- 
ham, a battle ensued, in which Edward was again 
triumphant. Among ^enry's equipage was 

H 
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teken> th^ royal cap^ called Abacot, garrttshetf 
Ifith tiro rich erowtis. This diadem Was used 
bt ESdward^g eoranation at York, on the 4th ot 
May foUdwing> when the ceremony Was performed 
With gi^tit sotemnity. At this time, lord Geoi^« 
iind iSiir llumphrey Neville, with twenty-fir^ 
more prisoners, Were beheaded. 

By li grant, fVom Edward to this crty> now 
lodgied in the to w^r, it appears that the citizenb 
had been friendly to him and his causey fo^ 
the patent is dated at York, June 10th, 1464, 
and expressed tti^ king'ls great concern for the 
isufferings the city had experienced daring thosd 
wars, ahd for the poverty they had ocicasioned ; in 
consideration of which, he not only relinquished 
his usual demtods upon the city, but assigned 
it for the twelve succeeding years, an annual 
tQiit of £4tQy from his customs at Hull. 

This monarch, a few years afterward, privately 
married a lady in En^and, whilst the famous 
earl of Warwick was toegocrating a treaty iti 
France, for his marriage with the French king's 
rister. Warwick, disgusted by Edward's conduct, 
•espoused the cause of Henry, in which he united 
his two brothers, one of whom was lord pre- 
sident, and the other, archbishop of York. It 
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imn agreed thisit the two latter should stir up a 
commotion in the north, whilst Warwick, who was 
governor of Calais, should land in the south. 

With this determination, their attention was 
dire<H;ed toward the city of York, where an hos- 
p^l had long before been established, for the relief 
of the indigent ; and supported by donations from 
affluent fanners, in the time of harvest. Those 
voluntary contributions, however, by custom, were 
at length considered a debt due from each farmer 
to the hospital; and government appointed 
officers to collect them. This was made a pre** 
text for dissatisfaction, and the two brothers of 
the earl of Warwick, eagerly improved such an 
opportunity to increase the spirit of revolt. They 
accordingly misrepresented the affair; stating, 
that the hospital required no such assistance, and 
that the corn only went to enrich the priests. 
This stratagem had the desired effect ; and the 
public were so exasperated with the idea of 
having long been imposed upon, that 15,000 men 
assembled, and marched toward York. 

So warlike an appearance spread general alarm 
in the city ; and whilst the inhabitants were he* 
sitating whether to march, out and give the in* 
surgents battle, or not, the Marquis Montacute^ 

H2 
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the lord president before-mentioned, whose can^ 
duct in this instance is not easily accounted fof^ 
selected a small number of men, and in the nighty 
attacked and defeated the insurgents ; many of 
whom he killed, and others he took prisoneni. 
Among the latter was their leader, Robert Hol- 
dern, whom he caused to be beheaded before 
dne of the city gates. Another leader was 
soon chosen ; who marching into the south, took 
Edward prisoner, and placed him in the custody 
of the archbishop of York. This prelate sen* 
him to Middleham castle ; whence he escaped^ 
and fled to the continent. 

Edward, however, in the year 1471, assisted by 
the duke of Burgundy, who supplied him with 
men and money, was enabled to land at Ravens- 
worth, in Yorkshire; which he did under the 
pretext of coming to claim his patrimonial estate 
of York only, and not the crown. This pretence 
was disbelieved by Warwick, who sent strict 
orders to York that he should not be admitted. 
Still Edward continued to advance toward the 
fcity; and, on his near approach, wfi3 met by 
two aldermen, who informed him that he could 
not be received there. 

Edward, in reply, repeated his former professions 
^f loyalty to the king; and appealed, in strong 



CITY OF YORK. 117 

ietmn, to the feelings of the eiti/ens ; who^ on 
his haTiiig sworn to preserve the liberties of .the 
icity^ and to obey Henry^s commands^ opened 
to him the gates. Ue rode immediately to 
the cathedral, and confirmed his oath at the 
sacred altar. This was, however, only base hypo* 
4;risy ; for, no sooner had he performed this cere- 
mony, than he assumed the regal title, raised a 
considerable loan in the city, and, leaving it well 
garrisoned, marched to the south. The battle of 
Barnet soon followed, at which Edward defeated 
Henry's forces, slew Warwicl^ and his brother, 
and shortly after eommitted Hepry to the tpwet; 
Jby which Edward was enabled to rest in peaceable 
possession of the crown. 

Some years subsequent to the battle of Bamet, 
Edward, being in the north, visited York. The lord 
mayor, aldermen, and commonality pn horseback, 
met his majesty at some distance from the city. 
They were accompanied by many of the principal 
citizens, some on horseback, and others on foot ; 
who, on conducting the king to the city, saluted 
iiim with loud accla.mationjs. The royal visiter 
staid only a few d^ys; and, on his departure^ 
made the city a present of a larg^ jsi^m of 
inoney. 

H3 
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In tbe year 1483^ this sovereign paid the com« 
mon debt of nature; and hi& brother Richard^ 
who was then at York, and whom Edward had 
left guardian to big sons, ordered a reqmiuBi to 
be ftung in the minster, for the repose of the 
king> departed soul. 

Having performed this rite, probably to cover 
bis nefarious purposes, he went up to Londwi. 
Soon after his arrival, he several times addressed 
letters to the mayor and citizens of York, by 
which means he obtained 4000 men, chiefly from 
this city, under pretence of bloody designs oq 
the part of the queen ; and caused himself to be 
crowned in London, with the title of Bichard 
the third. 

On obtaining possession of the throne, he 
imprisoned his nephews, and hastened to have 
his coronation repeated at York- JPuring thia^ 
journey, the es^ecrable murder of those twDt 
young princes, was perpetrated ip the t^we^ pf 
London. 

The coronation was performed at the cathedra) 
in York, by archbishop Rotheram, with great 
pomp and parade* All the lords of the king<- 
dom, temporal and spiritual, were present on 
this occasion ; and the city resounded in every 
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paHf wHh tilted toiirnaiii^nts, i(nd other tri- 
iimphftl vports ; which wer^ contiQi)e4 till Qiphanl 
left the city. 

Preripup to this prioce's ijepartur^, h^ 9um- 
ipoped a moeiing of the aldennen and comquofif^ 
to whom he expri^sed hi9 grateful reiqenibrapcp 
of their services; and said, that knowing the 
circuoistancefi of the city were far from afflu* 
eot, hr would giye^ for the relief of the citi- 
a^eosy pertain privileges. These are described in 
an ancient record, in the following words: — 
f^ in esyng of the tolls, murage, buteher-pennys, 
and skitgild of the said cito^ yerely <^'23: |1 ;^ 
for evyr ; thut is to i«y, for the murage, ^x^. 
and the residue to the sheriffs ; so that it shold 
be lefuU to every person comiqg to th^ said cite 
with their guds and cattell, and them freely to 
AcU in the same without 9uy thing gratiifying^ qv 
paying for toll or murage of aqy of the sai(l 
guds ; and his grjftce most grsiciously graoted to 
the mair and commonality of the said cito yerely 
xli/. for ever, to the behoof of the commpnality 
and chamber of the said cite ; find y^rely to tli^e 
mair for the tyme being, as his chief serjewt at 
ay/ms, xii^. of th^ day, being by the yere, 
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However trifling those sums may now appear^ 
it will certainly be acknowledged they were of 
considerable importance at the time they were 
granted, when it is considered that the current 
prices of grain, in the capital of the kingdom, but 
a few years before, had been as follow: 

£. %. d. 

Wheat, per quarter 2 d 

Barley, ditto , 1 10 

Peas, ditto 3 4 

Qats, ditto .,. ,.. I ^ 

Soon after the coronation in this city, the duke 
of Buckingham took up arms against the king; ' 
who immediately forwarded a letter, addressed, 
*^ To the maire and cammnnaliHe of the cifie of 
Yorky^ informing them of the circumstance, and 
requesting assistance. On the receipt of this let- 
ter, it was determined that John Spon, sergeant to 
the mace, should be sent to Edward, at Notting- 
ham, to learn his majesty's will. The fatal battle 
of Bosworth field, in 1485, immediately succeeding, 
closed the career of that monarch, who, though 
guilty of many crimes, appears not to have be^ 
devoid of some virtues. Either from gratitude 
or policy, he requited the adherence of oiir city 
to bis interest with royal munificence; rad by 
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dHferent records, ire lin<l that his memory was 
highly honoured in this part of the country. 

Henry the seventh, in I486, assumed the reins 
of government; and wisely united the interests of 
the red and white roses^ by marrying the princess 
Elizabeth, heiress of the house of York. This po* 
litic measure, did not seeure immediate tranquil- 
lity ; for in the second year of his reign, an insur* 
rection broke out in the north, under the sanction 
of lord Lovel and the two Staffbrdi^; and was 
afterwards headed by the earl of Lincoln. The 
earl landed with Lambert Symnel, from Ireland ; 
whom he caused to be proclaimed king, under 
the title of Edward the sixth. 

These noblemen, in the name of t^ieir king, 
sent a letter, addressed to the lord mayor, his 
brethren, and the commonalty of the city of York, 
commanding that lodgings, victuals, &c. should 
be provided for the insurgents. The contents 'of 
this order were immediately communicated to 
Henry; who, without delay, proceeded to the 
north, whither he had previously sent a consider- 
able number of unarmed men, with a view to 
pacify, rather than exasperate his enemies. This 
policy "however nearly proved fatal to him ; for 
an. attempt was macle ^ seize his person, whilst 



be was solemmziqg St. Qeorge'sday ia thbc^y; 
i^nd it certainly would bare beea racoe^^fal^ had 
not the earl of Northumberlafid reseued him^ 
Sereral of the principals in this insurr^tion weie 
secured, and hanged upon a gibbet in York; 
soon after which Henry returned to the aoutfa* 

The county of York and the bishoptick of 
Durhanij^ in 1489^ refused to pay their quota of a 
land-tax, granted to defray the expenses in* 
eurred by sending an army into Britany^ aisd 
which \m^ been readily submitted to by sU the 
other counties. The earl of Nortbumberland 
having written ta the king^ respecting this re** 
fusal^ received for answer j^ that the utmost farthing 
must be paid, or other counties would expect an 
abatement. Tliat noblenian then summoned to 
York the chief persons eqn^rned in this affair; 
but, instead of usUig ooncili^tofy ipeans^ he ad- 
dressed them in so haughty a mapnerx that con-* 
siderable irritation was the consequence. The 
people even rose, assailed his house^i mn) slew 
the earl, with many of his servants. 

This was the commencement of a new insmr-^ 
reetion; but it was not of long continuance. 
The insurgents chose, for their leaders, Sir John 
JEigremool, and John a Cham^bre^ a mm af pie- 
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teian biHby but yrho had GonMderable iafluf^i|<sQ 
over the i»iiid« of th^ commoa people. Tbe atand.- 
ard of rebellioB was immedtately raided ; bat thme 
who rallied round it, were soon defeated by Tho^ 
mas earl of Surrey, who took tfohn a Cbaaibte 
prifipner^ and bad him executed after his arrival 
at York, on a gallows of extraordinary he^bt; 
laoB^y of bis. accomplices being suspended ber- 
asatb him. Those who escaped after the battl<^, 
had hastened to the city for protectian, but fled 
from it on the approach of the earl of l^rrey. 
Amongst them was Sir J« Egremant, who ob- 
taiued protection from Margaret, duchess of 
Burgundy^ wtiet to the last twp kings* 

Op this occasion, Heury also visited Yor^, ip 
order tQ pa^sify that city and county. He made 
a very short s$ay ; leavijog the earl of Surrey tp 
levy the tax without any ab^ttement. The firmr 
ness of Henry's conduct so damped the spirits of 
the northern malcontents, that th^ never more 
offered to disturb him. 

In 1503, Margaret, Henry's eldest daughter, 
when Oil her journey into S^cotland, in order tp 
consummate her marriage with James IV., visited 
this city, accompanied by five hundred }ords, 
ladie^^ and e9quir^s. The citizens proved th^r 



1S4 mSTORT OF TftS 

•sabmission to Henry, by payidg her erety muA 
of respect. The sheriffs in their crimson gowns, 
attended by one hundred citizens on horseback, 
net her at Tadcaster; and at different places 
on the road, she was joined by other companies. 
The lord mayor also, arrayed in crimson satiq, 
with a collar of gold, and every insignia of au^ 
thority, attended on horseback, at Micklegate- 
Bar, with the recorder and aldermen, all sump- 
tuously dressed, accompanied by the boi^estes 
and inhabitants on foot, to welcome the princew 
into the city. She remained here from Saturdv^ 
till Monday ; and was so much pleased with the 
attention she received during her stay, that on 
her departure, she made the following laconic 
speech : — ^' My lord mayor, your brethren, and 
mil the whole eity of York, I shall evermore en-^ 
deavour to lore you and this city, all the days 
of my life:' 

In 1509, Henry died, and was succeeded by 
his only son, Henry VHI., at the tender age 
of sixteen. This year was rendered remarkable 
also, by the art of printing having been esta- 
blished in the city of York, about 38 years after 
it's introduction into England from Germany. 
The Jtrst printing press was erected by Hugo 
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Croeft, tiie son of aa ingenious printer at Ant- 
werp. His office was in the Minster- Yard^ near 
St. William's college^. We are informed that 
the royal printing presses were erected on the 
same sdte^ in 1642, whilst Charles the first was 
at York. 

Fire hundred men were raised in York and 
the Ainsty^ in the year 1513, to join the army 
that marched against the Scots, under the earl of 
Surrey ; and which gained the memorable victory 
of Flodden field: 

^* Next went Sir Ninian Markenfil, 
In armour^oat df Cttiining work ; 

And next went Sir John Mandevile — 
With him, the citizens of York." 

fOld ballad of Fhdden field./ 

In tliis battle^ James the fourth^ king of Scot- 
land, Heiiry's brother in law, was killed. His 
foody was conveyed to York, and there exposed 

'•'In Ameses " Typographical Antiquities y^^ we observe 
the following curious passage : — " Printing, in York, 
was early, in respect to other places in this kingdom ; 
which would incline one to conclude, they had some 
brave spirit among them, willing to cultivate common 
sense." 
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to public View, till Henry's return frotn France } 
when it was presented to him at Ridimohd. 

Previous to the year 1530, and even during 
Mme part of it, there were Fish^garihs in the 
rivers Ouse and Humber ; but they were found 
so injuriods to the trade of York, by preventing 
the free paasage of ships fron Hull to this city, 
that the lord mayor and commonalty petitioned 
parliament for their removal. We accordingly 
find that in this year, the twenty- third of Henry 
the eighth, an act of parliament was passed at 
Westminster, "for amending the rivers Ouse 
and Humber, and for pulling down and avoiding 
of Fish-garihSy piles, stakes, and other things 
set in the said rivers'* 

In 1536, Henry^s plan for the suppression of 
monasteries, met with considerable opposition, 
and caused many insurrections, particularly in 
the northern parts of the kingdom. One of these 
was headed by lord D'Arcy, Robert Aske, esq. 
Sir Robert Constable, Sir John Bulmer and his 
lady, Sir* Thomas Piercy, brother to the earl of 
Northumberland, Sir Stephen Hamilton, JVi- 
cholas Tempest, and William Lumley, esquires ; 
who, with forty thousand priests, peasants, and 
labourers, declared by proclamation, that they 
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rose only in defence of their religion^ Hence 
this iMurrection was termed ^^ Tht pilgrimage 
4^grace.^^ 

Commisniions were immediately isAUed to se- 
teral noblemen^ commanding them to levy troops 
for the king; whilst Henry used erery other 
Exertion to assemble the greatest force possible* 
tn the interim^ Aske made himself master of 
Pontefract castle, York, and Hull ; and exerted 
all his influence to gain the assistance of the 
fiobles, and other leading men in the county. 

The duke of Norfolk took up his quarters at 
Doncast^r, with 5000 men, to which place the 
rebels advanced ; but were prevented crossing 
the Don, in consequence of a great fall of rain, 
^at caused the river to overflow it's banks. 
A proclamation of pardon was then issued, by 
the king, to those who would disperse; which 
feeing generally accepted, the principal insurgents 
Were secured, and executed at Tyburn and Hull. 
Robert Aske, esq. the most active of them, was 
however suspended above Clifford's Tower, in 
York. 

The spirit of insurrection having much sub- 
sided in 1541, Henry paid a visit to the northern 
parts of his dominions, to receive their submission 
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in person. As be passed through LincoIn§hir0| 
the obligation oonferred by his pardon^ wai| 
acknowledged by several towns^ accompanied by 
a present of money from each. On his entrance 
into Yorkshire, he was received by two hundred 
gentlemen, attended by four thousand yeoman 
and servants; who, by the medium of Sir Robert 
Bowes, made humble submission, and presented 
the king with £900^ 

On Barnsdale, Henry was met by the arch- 
bishop of York, and three hundred of his clergy; 
who also made great submission to the king, 
and presented him with £600. At the city he 
was received with great magnificence, by the 
lord mayor, who presented him with £100. 

The mayors of Newcastle and Hull, who hqil 
eome here to meet his majesty, each presented 
him with the like sum. 

It appears that Henry expected to have an 
interview with the king of Scotland, at this time, 
in order to settle a lasting peace ; but the Scotch 
nobility and clergy, doubting his sincerity, op- 
posed the measure, and thereby disappointed the 
English sovereign. He stayed only twelve days 
in York, during which time, he established a 
president and council in the city, under the great 
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seal of Oyer and Terminer, which continued till 
the reign of Charles the first. The same year. 
Sir John Neyillef knight, and ten other persons 
were taken in rebellion, and ei^ecuted at York. 

This city suffered much by the suppression of 
religious houses, in Henry's reign. Previous to 
that event, York, besides the cathedral church, 
contained also forty-one parish churches, se** 
venteen chapels, sixteen hospitals, nine religious 
houses, and the venerable Abbey of St. Mary, 
whose ruins are yet greatly admired. Not only 
this abbey, but monasteries, hospitals, chapels, 
priories, and even eighteen of the parish churches 
were involved in the general destruction ; and so 
prevalent was the spirit of plunder, and so un- 
restrained, that even the graves and vaults of the 
deceased were savagely torn open in search of 
treasure. Stone coffins were likewise emptied of 
the mouldering remains of mortality, and used as 
troughs in the ordinary occupations of life. * 

The number of indigent individuals, was also 
greatly increased by ipany sick, and old people, 
priests, nuns, &c, being thus deprived of their 
dwellings. Drake says, *^ This reformation went so 
far here, as almost to put a stop to all religion." 
Even trade and merchandize suffered so ex- 

I 
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tremely by it^ as to cause an act of parliament 
to be passed^ in the following reign^ for the 
relief of the city, 

Edward the sixths succeeded Henry, his father, 
in 1547, at ten years of age ; and in 1548, an in- 
surrection broke out at Seamour, near Scarbo- 
rough, promoted by the parish clerk of that 
place, and some pther persons, under the pre- 
tence of reforming abuses in religion ; but being 
inconsiderable, it was quickly suppressed ; and 
the leaders of this rebellion were taken the fol- 
lowing year, and executed at York, 

In 1551, this city suffered considerably by the 
sweating siickness, which extraordinary disease 
was then prevalent in England, It^s first attack 
was always by a sudden j^hihiess, succeeded by 
excessive perspiration ; which if checked by cold, 
was sure to prove fatal in a few hours. Such 
was the terror generally excited by this alarming 
disorder, that great numbers left the kingdom^, 
thinking that by so doing, they should escape the 
contagioUf But their speculations proved futile^ 
for the evil followed them ; and however strange 
it may appear, the most respectable authorities 
inform us, that the English people, in variousi 
parts of the continent^ though breathing a purer 
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air amongst men of different nations^ daily fell 
victims to thi» disease ; whilst the foreigners who 
surrounded them^ escaped the dreadful scourge; 

"This rapid fury, not like other pests 
Pursued a gradual course; but, in a day 
RttshM as a storm o'er half the astonished isle, 
And strew'd, with sudden carcasses, the land. 
Some sought protection in far-distant skies ; 
But none they found. It seem'd, the general air 
Was then at enmity with English blood : 
Infectious horror ran from face to face, 
And pale despair. 'Twas men's sole business, then, 
To tend the sick; and, in their turns — to die !" 

Two years after, Edward paid the great debt 
of nature, and bequeathing bis crown to the 
amiable^ though unfortunate lady Jane Gray^ that 
yictim tp the ambition of her father, the marquis 
of Dorset, was, in due form, proclaimed his sue* 
cessor. She reluctantly accepted the regal ho- 
nors, and possessed them pnly a f<^w days ; but 
with her husband, lord Dudley, wi^s put to death, 
by Mary, a cruel and bigotted character, who 
succeeded her. During the reign of thjs queen, 
who is frequently called bloody Mary, nothing 
of particular interest occurred relative to our 
city; it not proving a scene of any of thos^ 

12 
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dreadful transactions, which at once distinguish 
and disgrace this period of English history. 

ftfary died and waa succeeded by Elizabeth, 
in 1558. Against this queen, Thomas Piercy, 
earl of Northumberland, Charles Neville, earl of 
Westmoreland, ai|d other persons of rank, rose 
in open rebellion, in 1569, intending to restore 
the Roman Catholic religion, find bring Mary, 
queen of Scots, to the English tbrone, To ac- 
complish this purpose, they marched witli 1600 
horse and 4000 foot, to besiege York ^ but hear- 
ing that the earl of Sussex was there, ij^^th 5000 
effective men, they retired, and laid siege to 
Barnard- Castle. That fortress was under the 
command of Sir George Bowes, and his brother ; 
who, after a gallant defence of eleven days, ca-^ 
pitulated on condition that the garrison should 
be allowed to march, with their arms and am- 
munition, to York ; which they accordingly did. 

In the mean time, the earl of Sussex, the lord 
lieutenant, the earl of Rutland, lord Hunsden, 
William lord Evers, and Sir Ralph Sadler, with 
their forces, marched from York, against the 
jrebels. Their approach induced the leaders, 
through fear, to desert their forces, and flee into 
Scotland. Being thus forsaken^ the insurgents 



dUpersed} but most of then we/e killed, of 
taken t» their flights Amongst the prisoners^ 
were Simon Digby> ot Aiskew^ a*d John Fut- 
tbotpfey of Iselbefck^ esqts. ; alw Behert Peni»y- 
luan, of Stoke^y^ and ThoBins Biilhop^ jam of 
Poeklii^ton^ gentleneii^ all of itbbm were ini!- 
priaoned m the cagtle of York. On the Good 
Friday fbUowftng, they were haiigedy beheaded^ 
and quartered^ on Knatesnri^e ; and to eomfrlete 
the barbarous praeik^ of tboae tiaaes, their heads 
were placed oyer Iht four principal gatea of 
the eitjr» 

The earl of WestBM>reland escafied, from Scot* 
land, into Flanders ; but the earl of Northumber* 
land was betrayed and gtren up^ by a fake friend^ 
the earl of Mof etonl ; after which, be was con* 
veyed a prisoner to York^ and beheaded on: the 
tweaty*secofid of August, 1572^ on a scaffokf, 
erected for the purpose, in the Pavement of this 
city. His head waa then placed on a high pole^ 
over Micklegate-Bar, where it reaaHained till it 
wa» taken away two year» after. Hia body was 
inter reii, by two faithful domestics, in the church 
of St. Crux, without any menKMrial. 

The head of the earl of Northumberland seema 
not however to have been taken down by officiid 

13 
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Command ; for, io a curious old manuscript wrii^ 
ten in those times, we find the following : ^^ Id 
the year 1574, the head of the earl of North* 
umberland, was stolen, in the night, from: Mick* 
legate*^ Bar, by persons unknown." In the same 
manuscript it is recorded, that during this year, 
a very considerable earthquake was experienced 
in York. It also further adds, that a prison on 
Ouse- Bridge was about that time erected. 

The year 1585, was remarkable for a union of 
many of the churches of this city ; and in 1600, 
York ifas again visited with a very serious earth* 
quake, which alarmingly pervaded most of the 
streets. 

At the death of Elizabeth, in 1602, she was 
succeeded by James the sixth, of Scotland. On 
his coming from his own dominions in the foUow^- 
ing year, to take possession of the crown of Eng* 
land, he visited this city the 16th of April; and 
,was received with all the ceremony and splen- 
dour customary on such occasions. The lord 
mayor and corporation, previous to his majesty^s 
jdeparture, made the king a present of a valuable 
silver cup, with a cover of silver and gilt, weighing 
seventy-three ounces, and containing two-hundred 
angels of gold^ the value of which was £100. 



Ih iretiirn for this present, the king conferred the 
honor of knighthodd on the lord mayor. 

In the following June^ his queen^ and their 
two eldeist children, Harry and Elizabeth^ visited 
Vork^ on their road from Edinburgh to Lon- 
don, iBtnd were received with every mark of 
honourable distinction. They remained here 
Several days ; and on their departure, the queen 
was presented with a large silver cup, with a 
double gilt cover, in which were eighty angels of 
gold. To the prince was also given a smaller 
cup, containing gold, value £20; and^ to the 
princess, a purse of twenty atigels of gold. 

The plague, which the precieding year had 
carried off 30,578 persons in London, raged to 
such an alarming extent here, in 1604, that the 
markets within the city were prohibited ^ to pre- 
vent the contagion from spreading into the 
country ; and stone crosses were erected iii va- 
rious parts of the vicinity of York, where the 
country people liiet the citizens, and sold them 
their commodities. Several of these crosses are 
yet remaining. The lord president's courts were 
adjourned to Kipon and Durham ; many of the 
inhabitants left the city — the minster, and even 
the mitister-yard, were both shut up, and the 

14 
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unfortunate subjects of infection were sent i# 
Hob-Moor and liorse-Fair, where booths ot 
boards were erected to receive them* No fewer 
than 3^12 inhabitants of York fell victims to 
this pestilential disease ; tliough by means of these 
precautions> it was not of long continuance. 

In 1607^ during a protracted and severe frosty 
the river Ouse was completely frozen over^ and 
the ice was so strong, that various sports were 
practised upon it. Prake observes^ that even a 
horse-rci/ce was run on the frozen element from 
the tower at the end of Marygate, under the 
great arch of the bridge^ to the cr^Oe, at Skel- 
dergate Postern. 

Seven years after thi9 eyent, there was so con* 
siderable a fall of snow, diiring a frost of about 
seven weeks, that when it was dissolved by ^ 
tliaw, attended with but little rain? the Ouse ran 
down Northstreet and Skejdergate with so much 
violence, as to oblige all the inhabitants of those 
streets to leave their houses. It being the 
March assizes^ four boats were employed at the 
end of Ouse^ Bridge, to carry passengers across 
the river ; and the same number were engaged 
in Walmgate, to ferry over the Foss. The 
flood lasted ten days; in which time it drov^ 



down mhny small bridges. This frost was fol* 
lowed by a drought, that continued till August 
following, and caused a scarcity in hay, beans, 
and barley, which raised the price of each to an 
unprecedented average. 

In August 1617, king James passed through 
York, attended by the principal men of England 
and Scotland, on a journey to the latter. His 
majesty was received with the usual ceremonials { 
and after the sword had been presented to him, 
a standing cyp^ value £30:5: 7, and an elegant 
purse, the price of which was £3, containing 
100 double sovereigns in it, were also given to 
him. 

It is remarkable that the king, after having 
attended divine service at the cathedral, on the 
sabbath*day, touched about 70 persons, afflicted 
with the king'^s-evily who had assembled there 
for the purpose ; a certain proof they were the 
slaves of that still greater evil — ignorant pre* 
judiee. He also dined with the lord mayor, the 
same day ; and, after dinner, knighted his lord-* 
ship and the recorder. 

On Monday, James rode to Sheriff- Hutton 
park; and, on the following day, Dr. Hodgson, 
chancellor of the church, and chaplain to his 
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majesty, preached before him at the maiidf^ 
^here the king kept his court whilst at York. 

The lord liiayor^ aldermen, and sheriffs, being 
present on the occasion, James, after the sermon, 
took leave of them ; and entering his coach ill 
the manor-yard, travelled the same evening to 
Ripon. One hundred and seventeen pounds 
t¥ere, on that occasion, charged on the city, for 
fees to the king's officers. 

This was the last visit with which York was ho-^ 
houred by that king ; who is ranked by several 
historians amongst men of learning ; but who fixed 
an eternal blot on his character, by the execution 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, fifteen years after sen- 
tence had been pronounced upon him. 

James was not only a learned character, but 
lilso an author, which being extraordinary in a 
Sovereign, the following list of his works is given : 
He first wrote " A Commentary on the Reve- 
lations," in which he calls the Pope, Antichrist: 
The next was, " Basilicon Doron;" or. Advice to 
his Son : Then followed " Daemonology ; or a 
Discourse on Witchcraft:" And lastly, " A 
Counterblast against Tobacco ;" all which were 
afterwards published together, in one volume 
folio. 



SECTION y. 

VnHn 1*17, to the surrender of York to the Par^ 
liamenfe Army ^ in 1644. 



J.N the last two Sectidnii, the tender feelings of 
the reader will not have been much distressed 
with recitals of the horrors of war ; but all ter- 
restrial affairs are fluctuating, and now it is the 
painful duty of the historian to recount scenes of 
distress, and solicit attention to events both dis- 
graceful and degrading to malikind. 
' King James, who stretched the royal preroga- 
tive to it's utmost bounds, died in the year 1625, 
and was succeeded by the unfortunate Charles the 
first. He, though not without some virtuous prin- 
ciples, trod in his father's steps, and was soon 
overtaken by retributive justice. His unhappy 
reign demands particular notice in the history of 
4his city ; because the dreadful effects of the civil 
war which then raged, were not experienced in 
any other part of the kingdom, so deeply as ia 
York and it's vicinity. 

It may be proper previously to mention some 
*minor occurrences; In the year 1631^'tlire citizens 
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renewed their charter respecting the county df 
the city ; ^^ to which they procured the addition 
of St. Mary, Clifton, Rawcliffe, Heworth, 
Oftbalditick, Tong-hall, Healington, Gute VnU 
ford. Water Fulfofd, and St. Lawrence's church- 
yard, out of Walnigate<-Bar ; with all the lands 
to thdtn belongings as also n yearly fair for 
eattle, to be held on Thufsday and Friday next 
before Candlemas-day." This extension, was 
however soon afterward revoked ; and the char* 
ter now remains in it'» original form< 

King Charles paid a visit of three days to ottr 
city on his journey to Scotland^ in 1639, and 
was very sumptuously entertained by the lord 
mayor and the archbishop* Presents likewise 
were n>ade to him, of a large silver cup and 
cover^ and a purse of gold, of one hundred 
pounds value or more. 

The loyalty of this city, and of som^ other 
corporations, was strikingly evinced in this jour* 
ney ; but the manner in which it was displayed, 
according to Echard, furnishes cause of regret« 
The recorder,. Thomas Wilkinson, esquire, de«- 
graded himself by delivering a fulsome address 
to the king, on hi$ knees ; and that writer also 
observes, ^^ feasting to excess was, at this time^ 
introduced into England, and has ever siuce been 
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earried on, to the great damage of many estates, 
^nd more mnnnersy in the kingdom.^' 

Id 1^38, a remarkable Roman relic was di^* 
fsovered iq digging the foundation of a bouse on 
BishophiU-the-elden King Charles being in 
York the following year, Sir Ferdinando Fairfax 
presented it to his majesty, who ordered it to be 
conveyed to the manor* There it was kept some 
time ; but Sir Thomas Widdrington, who resided 
in Lendal, afterwards had it in his possession. 
This curious relic of Roman times, waisi however 
lastly i|een at the house of lord Thomas Fairf^x^ 
in this city, where it remained till the desertion 
of that house by his son-in-law, thp duke of 
Buckingl)ani ; from whiph period no traces of it 
caii be found. 

Dr. Martin Lister, the antiquary, saw this rplic 
at the duke's housej ^nd admired it so much, that 
he sent tHe following description to the Royal 
Society : ^^ \t is a sinall t)ut elegant s^lfar, wjth 
figures in hQ^o reliepo^ of sacrificing instru- 
meiits, Scc.y OH the sides of it.'' He also stated, that 
the altar had suffered an accident by the stupid 
ignorance of some masons, to whom lord Fairfax 
had given orders to place it on a pedestal, in the 
court of his house at York. The same gentleman 
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expresses some surprise, when observing the 
stone was not of the grit kind, generally used by 
the Romans for those purposes ; but such as is 
found in the quarries near Malton, 

It is to be lamented the form of this altar has 
not been preserved. The following is however 
a copy of the inscription upon it, which was care- 
fully transcribed by Bryan Fairfax, esquire, an im- 
Ipediate descendant of it's first English possessor. 



I- " M: 

DIS DEAS\/S QVE 

HOSPITAL IBVSFE 

NATlSVSa OB CON 
S^Wr\M SALYTM 

SVAM SVORVMa 
PAFL' NARCMA^ 
VS'PR/EF ' CON 

AKM SACfNC'D 



After describing this vestige of antiquity, 
Drake observes : " The imcriptioQ has th^ 



CITY OF YORK, 4^3 

fj^west abbreviations in it that I ever met with ; 
and^ except the last line^ is obvious to any 
Qne that understands the latin tongue. This 
bears several readings — Mr, Horsley gives it 
aram sacra faciendo noncupavit dedicamU 
^r. Ward^ in his annotations^ published in the 
Britannia Bomaaa, supposes it to niean, aram 
^acram Jactqm nomine communi dedicq.mL For 
my part, I prefer Ursatus's potes, who, for cer- 
tain, had seen the like op other pltars abroad ; 
and he reads it, nnmini conservaiori dedicatam^ 
vel darijussit.^^ 

The whole may thus be translated : ^ To the 
great and mighty Jupiter, and to all gods and 
goddesses^ household and peculiar gods, Publius 
Aelius Marcianus, prefect of a cohort, for the 
preservation of his own health and that of his fa- 
mily, dedicated this altar to the great preserver.' 

When ^he Scotch rebellion of 1639, broke out, 
pharles again visited York. He was met at 
Tadcaster by the sheriffs, and at Micldegate-Bar 
hy the lord payor, and other oflBcers of the cor- 
poration. The trained bands of the city and 
Ainsty, amounting to six hundred men, clad in 
buff and scarlet, with russet boots, black caps, 
and feathers, were dj*awn up pn the outside of 
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If ickI^ate*Bar ; and received him with a ge^ 
neral diacbai^e of musketrj. When the king 
had reached the manor^ those men drew up in 
Bishop fields^ on the opposite side of the rivers 
and performed their exercise^ firing four rounds. 

As the king went to the cathedral^ on the foK 
lowing Sunday^ the trained bands formed a lane^ 
ranH and file, for him to pass through. Their be- 
hariQur was altogether so gratifying to this mo- 
narchy th^t he not only distributed a sum of 
money amongst; them, but also returned hie 
thanks to them, 'm person. 

That afternoon^ Charles held a council at the 
manor, relative to ih/^ affairs of Scotland ; and 
during his stay, spent much time in reviewing 
his troops ; our city and it's iieighbourhood being 
the principal rendezvous for the royal army. 

During this visit, the king, who was then 
thirty-nine years of age, ordered the bishqp of Ely 
to wash the feet of 39 poor aged men, 'm warm 
water. This was done in the south aisle of thd 
minster, and the bishop of Winchester, the king's 
almoner, re- washed them in white wine, wiped, 
and kissed them. His majesty conferred a more 
substantial kindness upon the poor men; by 
giving to each money, wine, and bread. 
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On Good Friday, he touched 200 persons, for 
the purpose of curing the king's-evil ; and before 
he left Yorjc, the king and bis whole court dined 
with the lord mayor ; whom he knighted. He 
also conferred the same honour on the recorder. 

After passing nearly a month in York, Charley, 
with bis forces, proceeded against the Scots; 
who, on his approach, laid down their arms, and 
swore obedience to him. The following year, 
finding the king had disbanded his forces, they 
entefed England, under the command of the earl 
of Leven and the marquis of Montrose ; and^ 
proceeding to the borders of Yorkshire, levied a 
contribution of £850 per day on Northumberland 
and Durham, and threatened soon to occupy this 
city. 

The king again hastened to York, and was re- 
ceived with every mark of loyalty. Whilst there^ 
he issued a proclamation of pardon, to all who 
would in future be obedient to their sovereign. 

This proclamation had little effect upon the 
rebels, who had previously halted at Newcastle. 
The king, therefore, marked out several in- 
trenchments and fortifications, for the better 
security of the city; and summoned a great 
council of all the peers of jEngland, to meet 

K 
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there within twenty days. On the day the writ« 
were issued. Sir Jacob Astley arrived at York, 
with the king's whole army, amounting to 12,000 
foot, and 3000 horse ; half of which he encamped 
in Clifton- fields, and half in Bishop- tields, on 
each side of the Ouse. To accommodate them, a 
temporary bridge of boats was formed over that 
river. 

Above fifty pieces of ordnance, 132 waggons, 
loaded with {>owder, match, and shot; also several 
loads of pick-Hxes, spades, and shovels, were, at 
the same time, brought here from Hull. Many 
of the cannon were planted in front of the camp^ 
and a guard was kept, day and night, at every 
Bar and Postern round the city, during nine 
weeks ; for, though the Scots had made several 
pretensions of desiring to enter into treaty, tlie 
king had been informetl, that they secretly enter* 
tained an intention of suq>rizing him in York^ 
About Martinmas, however, the weather being 
«evere, the soldiers were quarteretl in the neigh* 
bouring villages. 

On the 10th of September, 1640, Charles as^ 
sembled the gentlemen of Yorkshire, and pro- 
posed their paying the trained-bands for two 
months; to which they ngreed. After entreating 
his majesty to exert himself for the restoration of 
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peace with the Scots, they begged that he would 
immediately summon a parliament, as the only 
means of restoring and insuring a continuance 
of tranquillity. 

On the 24th, the peers, whom, only, Charles had 
summoned, met at the deanery, in this city ; the 
hall of which was hung with rich tapestry* The 
king's chair of state being placed at the upper 
end of the hall, his majesty thence delivered a 
speech of considerable length; in whicli he 
remarked, that not having time, under ex<« 
isting circumstances, to assemble a parliament, 
he had, according to the custom of his prede- 
cessors, called a great council of peers, whose 
advice he eariiestly entreated, respecting his 
conduct towards the rebels, and the maintenance 
of his army. 

It was soon agreed that a treaty should be en- 
tered into with the Scots; and sixteen noble- 
men, viz.: the earls of Hereford, Bedford, Essex^ 
Salisbury, Warwick, Bristol, Holland, Berkshire, 
viscount Mandeville, and lords Wharton, Pagget, 
Brook, Powlet, Howard, Savile, and Dunsmore, 
were appointed commissioners. York was cbosea 
by Charles as the place of treaty, but the Scots ob- 
jected to it, and Ripon was finally agreed upon. 

K2 
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The king and his council of peers sat in York 
more than a month, during which time, numerous 
messengers passed between them and the com- 
missioners at Bipon ; but the latter being of the 
same religious and political opinions as the rebels, 
did not act a faithful part towards the king ; and 
their proceedings consequently were iiot pro- 
ductive of any decisive arrangement. 
« By Echard's History of England, we learn 
that whilst Charles was in York, the marquis 
of Montrose, one of the Scots' generals, wias so 
much disgusted with the treachery of the king's 
commissioners, that he wrote a submissive letter 
to him, and freely offered to support his ma- 
jesty with both life and fortune. That letter 
falling into the hands of one inimical to the 
king, was sent to Lesley, the other Scots' general ; 
who accused the marquis of corresponding with 
the enemy. In reply to this charge, the latter 
demanded to know who durst call the king an 
enemy. Lesley, surprized at such bold and open 
conduct, relinquished any further proceedings 
against the marquis. 

Tiie commissioners still continued to act with 
duplicity ; and, finding the earl of Strafibrd had 
defeated several of the enemy's regiments, which 
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bad advanced too far during the treaty, they 
^rsuaded Chafles to remove the seat of de-^ 
^lomaey.to London, in OFder to meet his par-^ 
liament. He aceeded to the advice, but the step 
proved extremely prejudicial to the king's in-^ 
ter^t. This parliament voted the abolition of 
the council court of York, in order to remove 
from the king the. earl of Strafford, who was the 
last president and judge of this court, and was 
entrusted with a more ample commission than 
any of his predecessors. 

The situation of affairs in the north, the loy-* 
alty of the inhabitants of York^ and the conduct 
of the long parliament, were strong inducements 
for king Charles to notice, by frequent visits, the 
second city in his kingdom. After a short stay 
ill the metropolis, he returned to York on the 
twentieth of November, 1641. He was then on 
his way into Scotland, where he had summoned a 
parliament, in order to ascertain their disposition 
towards him. 

..The king was accompanied by his son, after- 
wards Charles the second ; also, by the Palsgrave 
of the Rhine, the duke of Lenox, and several 
other noblemen. The day following their ar- 
rival, he dined with the lord mayor, and knighted 

K3 



150 HISTORY OF THE 

both him and Robert Berwick, esquire^ the re- 
corder. Perceiving that his person was iq 
danger, the king demanded a guard from the 
freeliolders of Yorkshire, for his protection; 
which was readily granted. 

In March, 1642, Charles removed his court to 
York; where he, and his son, prince Charles, 
"with many of his nobles, were received with every 
token of attachment. The principal men of the 
county, and many also from the south, resorted 
to liim, so that his court soon assumed a coiisi<* 
derable appearance of splendour. 

Tlie Yorkshire nobility, gentlemen, and others, 
who were then attending the assizes, presented a 
loyal and affectionate petition - to his majesty, 
praying him to inform them of any expedient^ 
likely to remove the misunderstandingbetween 
himself an(J the parliament ; and offering to exert 
themselves to effect so desirable an object. The 
king returned a brief answer, requesting them to 
address their petitions to the parliament, and 
proceed as might seem most proper for the 
public welfare, Charles also now ordered his 
state printing presses to be placed in the house 
of Sir II. Jenkins, formerly St. William's college, 
in the yard belonging to the minster ; and ft 
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paper war soon commenced^ which ended with 
more serious hostilities. 

Ill April, 1642, the king went from York to 
Hull, hitending to secure the magazines of that 
town, which were even more considerable than 
those of the tower, in London ; but his majesty 
had the mortification to find the gates shut 
against him, and the bridges drawn up. Sir John 
Hothani, the governor, appeared upon the walls, 
and refused to admit his sovereign. Charles^ 
! obliged to return, slept at Beverley that night ; 

and arrived at York the following day ; whence 
he sent an address to parliament, complaining of 
I the conduct of Sir John Ilotham, and demanding 

I that he should be punished as a traitor. In 

I reply V *h^y forwarded to the king, at York, 

certain resolutions, approving the conduct of 
Sir J. Hotham ; together with a declaration, vin« 
dicating their own proceedings. These deter- 
minations were delivered by lord Howard, of 
Es(^rick, lord Fairfax, Sir Hugh Cholmley, Sir 
Philip Stapleton, and Sir Henry Choluiley, who 
were also ordered by parliament to reside in 
York, as spies over the conduct of the king. 

Tlie principal men in Yorkshire, considering 
the conduct of Sir J. Hotham as an open d^« 

K4 
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elaration of war^ sent an address to Charles ; in 
ifvhich they offered to collect a sufficient number 
of men in the county, to take the town of Hull 
by force; but the king declined their kind.offer^ 
under the vain idea that a reconciliation might 
be effected. 

Various messages, petitions, declarations, &c. 
passed between the king and his subordinate 
rulers, whilst he remained in York; and his 
majesty haying summoned the Yorkshire gen* 
tlemen to meet him in the city, on the 12th of 
May, 1642, four thousand of them assembled; 
to whom Charles made a formal address, relative 
to the state of the country. His court was at 
that time held at Sir Arthur Ingram^s house^ in 
the minster-yard, and not at the manor ; but the 
republican part of the assembly, together with 
the high sheriff, Sir B. Hutton, knight, of Golds- 
borough, after hearing the king's speech, retired 
to the deanery, and there signed an answer to it, 
requesting his majesty to throw himself ent-rely 
upon the parliament, on whose care and affection 
he might safely rely. To this address, the king 
replied in a very brief and indirect manner. 

The loyal party was, however, much more 
numerous than the other, end determined te 
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sbow 'their loyalty, by a public address to the 
king, expressive of their attachment to him. 
Charles returned an appropriate answer; after 
which, two hundred young men of the county 
voluntarily formed themselves into a troop, under 
the command of the prince of Wales. His ma- 
jesty had alsQ seven hundred of the trained band, 
which were paid every Saturday, at the king's 
individual expense. This small force, raised 
solely for the protection of the king's person, 
was made a subject of complaint by the par- 
liament; who said that Charles was levying 
forces to subdue them ; and they accordingly 
published several pamphlets on the subject, to 
alarm the people. One of those particularly 
deserves notice from it's strange title, which was 
as follows : " Horrible news from York, Hull, 
and Newcastle ; concerning the king's majesty's 
intent to take up arms against the parliament.'' 

Whilst the king was at York, the Portuguese 
ambassadors came to this city. Sir Edward Lit- 
tleton, keeper of the great seal, also joined his 
majesty, and brought with him that important 
mark of sovereignty. The following noblemen 
likewise left their seats in parliament, to pay 
their duty to the sovereign, at York, viz. : 
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Duke of Richmond 




Marquis of Hartford 


...» Thanet 


Hamilton 


Lord Mowbray 


Earl of Cumberland 


Strange 


Bath 


WiUoughbj 


Southampton 


Longuevilltf 


Dorset 


Rich 


Salisbury 


An^'over 


.- Northampton 


Fauconberg 


Devonshire 


Lovelace 


^....* Carlisle 


Paulet 


••••••••.»•• v-'idre 


Newarii 


Westmoreland 


Coventry 


Monmouth 


Savile 


Lindsey 


Dunsmor^ 


Newcastle 


Seymour 


Dover 


Capell 


Carnarvon 





The state of the nation now began to wear a 
yery serious aspect. Charles issued a procla- 
mation^ dated at the Court at Yorky the 27th of 
May^ 1642; in which, under pain of punishment, 
according to law, he strictly prohibited all hi* 
subjects, belonging to the trained bands or mi- 
litia, from rising, marching, mustering, or ex- 
ercising, by virtue of any ordinance from either^ 
or both of the houses of parliament; without his 
consent and warrant. 
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At the same time^ the king issued an order ^^ 
requiring all ministers^ freeholders^ farmers, and 
substantial copyholders, to assemble on lleworth- 
Moor, iu the vicinity of this city, on the third of 
June following. Above seventy- thousand people 
assembled at the time and place appointed. The 
kmg attended, accompanied by one hundred and 
fifty kniglits, with iheir esquires and gentlemen, 
and guarded by eiglit hundred foot soldiers. As. 
his majesty approached his assembled subjects^ 
he was greeted with three loud huzzas ; after 
which the king addressed them in a formal 
speech^ respecting his situation, their loyalty, &c. 
A printed address, also, from the king to the 
freeholders, was distributed on this* oc(*>asion. 
It comprised an apology to the latter for the 
treatment, affronts, and provocations, which in 
their petition to his majesty, they had complained 
of having received at York, 

In ^^ Hurtley's Account of the Curiosities ii^ 
Craven," is the following paragraph on this subV7 
ject : " Another petition of the gentry, ministers, 
freeholders, and inhabitants of the county wa» 
now offered to be presented by Sir Thoma$ 
Fairfax, but which his majesty refused to accept* 
Strange and unaccountable infatuation ! to refust 
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the loyal and affectionate petition and adrice of 
so many thousands of free born subjects, thus 
respectfully presented and importunately ten-< 
dered to him, even upon the pomel of his saddle, 
by a man of the first character and consequence, , 
in a country, and at a moment, where so inju- 
dicious a rebuff could only tend to increase, 
instead of allay, the popular discontents, and by 
a man too, says lord G)m. Whitlocke, who knew 
him well, of as meek and humble a carriage as 
ever I saw in high employment." 

After addressing the people, Charles returned 
to his court ; which appears to have been very 
splendid. Loud acclamations of ^^ God bless the 
king," resounded from his friends, as he retired ; 
and accompanied him, till he was safe within the 
court gates. 

In answer to the king's proclamations, the 
parliament issued an order, directing all high** 
sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other officers, 
within ISO miles of York, to be vigilant in stop- 
ping arms and ammunition going towards the 
city, and to apprehend all persons who were 
found transgressing. 

After various messages and negociations had 
passed between Cliarles and the parliament, during 
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his majesty's stay of five months at York, he 
called anotUer meeting of the Yorkshire gen- 
tlemen, who seem to have advised him to quit 
this part of the country, to prevent it's being 
the seat of hostilities. The king accordingly 
took an affecting leave of them, and issued a 
proclamation from the court at York, on the 
twelfth of August, requiring those who favoured 
his cause, to meet him at Nottingham, on the 
twenty-second instant. He then repaired to that 
town, and erected the royal standard ; the dreadful 
signal of civil war. " To your tents, O Israel P^ 
was now the universal watch-word. The earl of 
Cumberland was left supreme commander of the 
country in all military aifairs ; and Sir Thomas 
Glemham second in command — both of them at 
the particular request of the Yorkshire nobility 
and gentry. 

It is very evident, that both the king and his 
discontented subjects, were for some time averse 
to embroiling the nation in the horrors of a civil 
war ; but the latter, inflamed by the conduct of 
the former, were hurried on to take steps which 
it was not easy for them to retrace. A little 
more forbearance in the one, and a greater degree 
<>f condescension, united with firmness of mind in 
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the other, might probably have prevented those 
dreatlful scenes which followed^ and which it in 
iiur painful duty to record. 

It was on the second of September, 1612^ that 
the king left the city of York; and the lord 
mayor immediately summoned all the citizens to 
the Guildltall, before, whom the earl of Cum- 
berland's commission was read. Jt was conse- 
quently determined that the city should be placed 
in a posture of defence, also that guns should be 
mounted on the gates; and these resolutions 
were carried into etFect^ A treaty was however 
entered into between the two parties, king and 
parliament, to preserve the peace of this county; 
but it was of short continuance. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax and captain Hotham, son 
of the governor at Hull, fortitied Wetherby and 
Tadcasler ; from the former of which places they 
repulsed Sir Tliomas Glemham, in two violent 
assaults. The earl of Newcastle was therefore 
«ent for, and soon arrived with six thousand 
horse and foot, and ten pieces of ordnance. He 
Was joyfully received at this city; and the earl of 
Cumberland, linding himself unpopular with the 
Yorkshire gentlemen, resigned his commission to 
tills new commander* 
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Conceiving his troops sufficiently refreshed in 
three days, the earl of Newcastle proceeded 
against the enemy at Tadcaster^ with four thou- 
sand horse and foot, ' and seven pieces of ord- 
nance. The other tifo thousand men were sent^ 
under. command of tlie earl of Newport, to We- 
therby, with orders, when that town was taken^ 
to join the main forces* Dralce says, the earl 
of Newcastle found two thousand men, in tli^ 
trenches at Tadcaster ; but, Sir Thomas Fairfax^ 
in his memoirs, lately republished, says there 
were only seven hundred. 

The attactc commenced about eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon, and lasted till four or five in 
the afternoon. In this conflict, ttiere were 
slain on both sides about three hundred men. 
The principal person amongst them, was a 
Captain Lister, who was shot in the head. 
His son [lassing through Tadcaster some years 
after^ evinced a very strong filial attachment. 
Naturally inquiring where his father had been, 
interred, the sexton, who was digging in the 
choir, showed him a skull which he averred to 
have been his father's. On examination, a bullet 
was found in it, which testimony to the truth of 
the sexton's words, so affected the young man^ 
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that he was immediately overpowered by tlie cir- 
cumstance^ and died soon after. 

The earl of Newport did not join the forces of 
the earl of Newcastle as was agreed upon ; the 
former being deceived by captain Hotham, who 
sent counter orders with the forged signature of 
" Wra. Newcastle." This circumstance consi- 
derably discouraged the forces of the earl of 
Newcastle^ but no serious disadvantage arose 
from it; for in the night, lord Fairfax drew off 
his men to Selby and Cawood^ leaving the place 
unprotected. 

After this event, SheflBeld, Wakefield, Leeds, 
Halifax, Bradford, and other places, were in a 
very short time reduced to the subjection of the 
king; and Yorkshire, consequently presented 
many dreadful scenes of bloodshed. 

The city of York being the head-quarters 
of the general's army, was so oppressed by the 
soldiers, that one parish, containing but forty 
houses, had five hundred men billeted upon it. 
The jails were filled, and there being also 380 
prisoners in the castle, other buildings were used^ 
as places of confinement. , One hundred and 
eight were kept in Merchant's- Hall, and one 
hundred in Davy-Hall. Among the prisoners 



16 erdwded together, a raging fever broke otit^ 
trhich occasioned several deaths. 

On the 22nd of February, 1643, the queeii 
landed at Bridlington Quay, from Helvoet-81uice> 
with thirty-six pieces of brass, also two of iron 
ordnance, and small arms for 10,000 men. The 
general went from York, to escort her majesty; 
Iknd after sleeping at Malton, the preceding 
night, she> on the eighth of March, with the 
i^arl and his jprincipal attendants!, in three 
Coaches, accompanied by eight troops of horse^ 
and fifteen companies of foot, was met on Hew-' 
orth Moor^ by the lord mayor> aldermen, and a 
great number of citizens, who welcomed her into 
York with every demonstration of joy. 

On the following day, the arms and ammu<^ 
nition were conveyed to the city, in five hundred 
oarts, and deposited in the OuildhalL York 
was then well fortified, more than twenty pieced 
of cannon being planted about it, viz. t on the 
Old Bayle, the Fryers, Micklegate, Walmgate^ 
and Monk Bars, &c. We find also that the 
magistrates were obliged to furnish 800 men 
daily, to assist an equal number, provided by the 
county^ to repair and secure the walls, ditches;^ 
and other fortifications^ 

L 
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In 10439 the earl of Montrose came, with lord 
Ogilvy, and 120 borse^ to present himself to the 
queen at York, and commanicated to her intel- 
ligence of noment) but this the marquis of 
Hamilton bad the art and address to induce the 
queen to disregard. Sir Hugh Cholmley, go- 
vernor of Scarborough castle, also returned to 
his obedience; and^ with 300 men^ joined her 
whilst in this city. 

A proof of the queen's kind and generoua 
disposition^ evinced at this time towards her 
enemies, it would be improper to omit. Being 
informed of the miserable condition of the pri- 
soners of war, for want of fresh meat, she sent 
them £20 from her own private purse, besides 
commanding them to be supplied with k large 
quantity of provisions, and procuring an order 
from the general for threepence each per day, 
for their maintenance. 

On the first of June, a petition was presented 
to her majesty, from the nobility and gentry of 
Yorkshire, praying hef to remain at York till 
the conclusion of peace ; but, unmindful of her 
personal safety, the queen left the city in about 
five days, attended by the g('neral, and guarded 
by a strong body of horse and foot ; having been 



Ik^te ihtee months* She was safely escorted to 
the king, and for this attention to the queen^ 
Charles afterwards oreated the earl of Newcastle 
a niarquisk 

In the spring of 1 644, Sir Thomas Fairfax having 
gained a victory at Selby, expected he should be 
able to di4[^tate terms to the city ; and with this 
view, sent to Lesley, the Scotch general, who 
had jttst entered England, to assist hith in under* 
taking the siege of York. Their united forces 
Were found insufficient, as the marquis had four or 
five thousand horse in the city ; but the earl of 
Manchester, with six hundred foot, one hundred 
horse, and twelve field pieces^ coming to their 
assistance, was quartered near Clifton, not far 
from Bootham-Bar ; whilst the forces of Fairfax 
were at Fulford and Heslington, and the Scots at 
Bishopthorpe and Middlethorpe. The city was 
thus surrounded by 40,000 men, commanded by 
Fairfax, Lesley, and the earl of Manchester; 
trbo erected several batteries against it. 

Sir Henry Slingsby, who espoused the royal 
cause, and who was present at the siege, has given 
a particular and no doubt a correct description of 
it, in his Memoirs, lately published ; from which 
we learn, that the enemy began his approaches 

L2 
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by raising a battery upon the Windmill-hill, otf 
^e road to Heslington. Five pieces of cannon, 
planted upon this battery, played for some time 
into the city. He then approached nearer, and 
took the suburbs without Walmgate-Bar ; plant- 
ing two pieces of cannon in the street against the 
bar, and another at the dove-cote, within a stone^s 
4»st. The enemy next worked under ground, 
close by the bar^ and made his mines in two 
.several places. 

One cannon-ball, weighing sixty pounds, shot 
from ^' Mill- Hill," without Walmgate-Bar, passed 
through the steeple of St. Sampson's church ; an 
•appearance of there having been such a per- 
foration is yet visible. The spire of the church 
of St. Dennis, in Walmgate, was also shot through 
by the besiegers *. 



* In an old manui»cript journal, kepi at this period by 
a citizen of York, is the following curious anecdote, which 
is extracted verbatim^ to show it's originality. " During 
the time of the Leagure, the Enemy Shott well nigh forty 
hott Bullets out of their Morter Pieces, which Providence so 
Directed as the most of them were Quenched in the River 
Fobs, only one Slew a Maid, in Thursday Markett as above 
said, and a Shell of that fell into Mr. Clark's Chamber, 
the Writing Master there, which broke down a Sparr of 
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The king's friends on their part^ were not inac- 
tive ; but sharply returned the fire of the enemy. 
They also drew within the walls, the inhabitants 
of the suburbs, and set fire to their bouses, which 
occasioned many smart skirmishes, through the 
exertions of the besiegers to preserve the build- 
ings for their own convenience. 

The only hopes of the besieged were centered 
in the speedy arrival of prince Bupert, who, 
after defeating the parliament's army, and raising 
the siege of Newark, was hastening to their 
relief. The day of his arrival being very un- 
certain, the marquis of Newcastle endeavoured, 
by a pretended treaty with the besiegers, to di-^ 
vert their attention from an immediate attack. 
Several letters passed — a complete cessation was 
agreed upon — commissioners met, and terms 
were proposed, which after a week's deliberation, 
were fully rejected on the 15th of June, 1644. 

When the cessation of hostilities expired, the 
three generals violently renewed their assaults 

the House, and Cast down a Couple of ling upon Old 
Mrs. Clarke, which Knocked her under the Table, being 
almost Eighty Years of Age, so that the Table did Pre- 
serve her from Hurt, save only that there was a Scarp 
without a wound," 

L3 
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upon the eky. Tiie forces of Mabebester ufid^r« 
piined St. Mary's tower, Bear the Manor, ami 
major-general Crawford sprunjg the iaine, whicti 
$ook effect, and buried many in th^ rtikis $ bill 
\ke did not infornd the other generals iof Ms ui« 
tention, or they might have made a divemion ti^ 
favour of the storming party. The ipme w«i 
sprung OB Trinity -Sunday, when uiost of the 
fBomnianders in the pity were at the cathedral, 
Sir Heary Slingsby being more miqute on this 
point than any other writer, his owta description 
H^iil be found highly interentiiig. 

^^ The buihliiig fell Outward, whieli rendered^ 
the access more easy. Then some at the breach^ 
^nd some with ladders, got «p nsnd ent^i^d, t^ 
the number pf live hundred. Sir Philip Byron, 
who had the guari^ of that f^lace, was unfori- 
tunately Hilled, i|s he opeped the dopfs into the 
bowling-green, where th^ enemy bad forced their 
way. But the difficulty was not much ; we soon 
l^eat them out again ; haviug taken 200 prisoners^ 
^nd killed many of them, as might be seeii in 
the bowling-green, orchard, and garden. 

'^ The enemy were, all this while, busy about 
^heir mine, at Walmgate-Bar, and we as busy in 
(countermining ; but, at length, both gave oYei*^ 
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being: liiiidefed by water. They had beaten 
down the top of the bar^ as low as the gate^ 
wiiieh we bed barricaded up with earth; and 
besides^ bad inade a traverse against H, and palled 
down some bourses near the gate,'' 

Another writer says that one of the enemy 
being taken prisoner, at that time, in ^^ ^. 
George's Close,'' then under the eammand of 
the governor, was eo».veyed to Clifford's Tower, 
and there closely examined by the lieutenant 
eirlonel, respecting the operations of tbe enemy« 
During this examination, the prisoner confessed 
that a mine 4iad been begun m a cottage near 
Walmgate-Bar, which the enemy at titat ^moment 
had extended more than half way under tlie 
gate. On receiving this information, <Sir Tho- 
mas Glemham immediately proceeded to frustrate 
^e designs of the besieging army. He com- 
manded that several bouses near the bar filhould 
be destroyed ; and that a mine -should be opened 
above the other, into which he had large quan- 
tities of water poured, i,Q poevent ithe enemy 
from proceeding. This plan produced the de- 
sired effect ; the governor, *however, being fearful 
it might not answer, had previously -ordered a 
strong rampart of earth to be raised, at some 

L4 
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distance within the bar, for the better security of 
the city. 

Early on the morning of June 24, a party of 
fibout 600 men sallied out of Monk-Bar^ and 
furiously assaulted the earl of Manchester's quar«^ 
ters, but wer^ soon driven back with considerable 
losst 

The siege was carried on for nearly another 
week, with the utmost vigour on the part of the 
parliamentarinns ; and their repeated attacks 
were as boldly repulsed by the besieged army. 
So loyal were the inhabitants of York to their 
9overeigny that even the women incurred great 
danger, and endured inucb fatigue in it's d^ 
fepce, 

A line of circumvallation drawn round the 
city, effectually cut off the supply of fresh pro* 
visipQs, so that mutton sold at si:^teen shillings 
per quarter, beef at four shillings per stone, pork 
at seven shillings, bacon at four shillings, eggs 
f^t threepence each* fresh butter at two shillings 
and ^ightpence per pound, and oatmeal at two 
shillings and eightpence per peck. Such a stock 
of salt provisions and grain, however, bad beep 
laid in by the earl, in expectation of the siege, 
that there wim» no want of either ; and liquor« 
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were plentiful. The high prices of some articles 
were, nevertheless, severely felt. " My lord,'' 
says Sir H. Sltngsby, '^ took a course to have 
the soldiers, &c. billeted, and proportionably laid 
upon the gentlemen and officers, either to find 
them meat or money, after a groat a man per 
diem ; which, for my share^ came to four pounds 
five shillings a week; the money being raised 
out of the corn that I had brought into the 
town.'' 

Under these circumstances, eight men were 
chosen, to pass the enemy's scouts, and hasten to 
inform the prince of their situation ; but, the 
writer just alluded to, informs us, that all or most 
of them were taken* either going or returning. 
He also adds: ^^ We made fires upon tbeminster^ 
and were answered by others from the towers of 
Pomfret castle. They kept so strict guard, either 
in night or day, that 1 could get no one to go to 
Bed House *> aod bring me word how my children 
dTid." 

On the 30th of June, the parliament's forces 

learned that prince Rupert, with twenty thousand 

--«e^— 
* The ancient seat of the Slingsby family, situated on 
the southern bank of the Ouse, about seven n)Ues nortb- 
. west of York, 
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men, had advanced to KnaresbrcNigh and Bo- 
roughbridge ; and, being conscioufi of their in- 
ability to contend with him in the sitHiation then 
occupied, they resolved to withdraw from the 
siege ; and accordingly retired, the following 
day, to Marston-Moor. 

The prince had then arrived within four milea 
of York ; and, according to the account given by 
Sir H. Slingsby, sent to request the earl of New- 
castle to meet him with the forces he had in 
the city. On the second of July, therefore, his 
lordship nmrched out with all his forces, except 
the jpegiments of Colonel BellaiHs, Sir Thomas 
Olemham, and Sir Henry Slingsby. 

A council of war was oonsequently held, at 
whidi 4he marquis of Newcastle endeavoured to 
persuade the prince not to attempt a battle; 
urging, in support of his opinion, that consider- 
able discontent existed among the generals of 
the parliament's forces, and ako, that in two 
days, he expected Colonel Clavering with five 
thousand men. The marquis proved correct in 
bis remarks ; but the prince, srtati«g 4hat he had 
received orders from the king, to light, added 
he was determined to attack the enemy, im- 
mediately. 
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Sir Thottfts Fairfax observes^ that the forces 
of parlkftkneiii were more nufiteroiis ikan thoaia 
of the kiiig; but^bey were divided in .opinion^ 
the Eflglish forces wishuig to figiit the royalists^ 
whilst the Scots were desirous Ibo retreatt, as thej 
alleged^ both to gain time^ and possess thei»« 
selires of a more advantageeas sitiHitioa. 

KnpeiH; tost BO time in foUowitig the <retiiriag 
aroiy, and arivved at Marston^ jinst as his 
i^ttetnies kaA Woken up mik iiitepitiM of pro^ 
ceediog to Xadcastor. Drake observ^es^ that 
liart of his £»roes being ou the nofjJh side of the 
Oase, had to cross Poppletoa ferry^ whieh for* 
tuaate]^ hapjpened to be fordaUe; bmt iSir H, 
jSliiigshy says, the Soots had aiade a bridge cf 
haUs over the tiwer^ by which prtooe iRup6rt^ 
forces were ^MibJed to pssSf 

The king's forces iiDmediately possessed them* 
^ves of the principal part of the aaoor; and, 
the parliamentarians finding the prince resolved 
to attack them, ranged their anmy in a field of 
rye, at the end of the village of Maraton^ front-* 
ing the moor fw>m Marston to Tockwith. 

Sir Thoiaas Fairfax <;omiiianded the right 
wing of the horse^ <KHftSisting of eight troops. — 
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The main battalia, and the foot towardfi^ the right 
wing, were commanded by his father, lord Fer- 
dinando. General Lesley commanded towards 
the left; and the' earl of Manchester, and his 
lieutenant-general, Cromwell, led on the left 
wing; making, in all, about seventy troops* 
Their field word was '^ God with us ,*" and pre* 
yious to the attack, they were heard singing 
psalms ; an employment highly commendable in 
itself; but which, in the present day, on such am 
occasion, would appear very extraordinary. 

The two armies had formed about three in the af- 
ternoon. The princess forces amounted to 14,000 
foot, 9,000 horse, and 25 pieces of ordnance: 
Himself led on the left wing, the earl of New- 
castle the right ; and lord Goring, as general of 
the foot, assisted by Major- General Porter and 
Sir Charles Lucas, led the main body. The field 
word, given by the prince, was : " God, and the 
hing?^ 

The mark of distinction, in the king's army, was 
to be without either band,orscarf. Thatof the par- 
liament's, to place a white paper, or handkerchief, 
in their hats^^. The great guns played on both 

^ Vicars's Pailiaiuentary Chromcle. 
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tides foi" about two liours, with but little effect^ 
though a cannon shot, from the parliamentarians, 
killed a son of Sir Gilbert Haughton"^. The 
army moving down the hill, in brigades of 800, 
1000, or 1200 men, descended into the plain ; 
and, advancing towards the royalists, they were 
within musket shot of each other, at five 
o'clock, and an awful silence for some time per- 
vaded both parties ; for there being a ditch and 
bank between them, each hesitated about com«- 
mencing the attack. At length, the forces of 
parliament, by a running march, made their way 
pver the ditch, and charged the king's troops. 

The first division of the royalists advanced 
against them, with great fury, and charged Crom- 
well's division of 300 horse, but was unsuccessful, 
as Cromwell's forces broke through; and, as- 
sisted by the rest of his horse of that wing, and 
major-general Lesley's regiments, they also com- 
pletely broke all the right wing of the prince ; 
whilst the earl of Manchester's foot, on their 
right, dispersed and cut down Rupert's foot. 
The marquis of Newcastle's own regiment, con- 
sisting of 1000 stout Northumbrians, being at 



t Sir Henry Slin^sby^s Memoirs. 



this time desieried by the horse, wei^ literallj^ 
cut fn pieces. The rest of that wing lled^ in 
OQufusioii^ towards York« 

The prince^ with the left wii^ had better une* 
eess ; for, thoogh Sir Thomas Fairfax and Colonel 
Lambert, with five or six troops, charged through 
tbem^ the rest of the parliament's forces were 
defeated, and their main body left the field, and 
fled several miles towards Tadcaster and Cawood^ 
under the imprecision that all was lost. This 
idea the three generals, Manchester, Lesley, and 
Fairfax, also entertained ; and they all were, con-> 
sequently, quitting the fields when Cromwell^ 
having observed the Royalists too eagerly pur-* 
swing their flying enemies, rallied^ by the assist-* 
anoe of Sir Thomas Fairfax, some of their horstf 
and Manchester's foot, and charged the prince'i 
whole force 4iF« The situation of the two armies 
was now completely revers^^ and the royalists 



^ The folloviing note is taken from the Diary of general 
Sir Thomas Fairfax. — " I must ever remember, with 
thanki'uhiess, the goodness of God to me, this day ; for 
having charged through the enemy, and my men going 
after the pursuit, and returning back to go to my other 
troops, I was got in among the enemy, who stood up and 
down the field, Ia several bodies of horse ; so taking the 
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ttartihedy Vfkh considerable resolution^ down the 
corn field. 

Thiis after each side had supposed thems^vea 
victorious, was the battle renewed with desperate 
efforts. At the expiration of three hours of hard 
fghting on both sides, rictory crowned the ex- 
ertions of the parliament's forces ; who, before 
ten o'clock, cleared the field, recovered their own 
ordnance^ took the prince's train of artillery^ and 
pursued the royalists within a mile of York; 
eight thousand men, according to some accounts^ 
haying been slain in the whole, on both sides. 
The poor villagers, who were commanded io^ 
bury the dead, asserted they interred 41 SO,—- 
two thirds of whom appeared to have been men 
of rank. Their graves are yet to be seen near 
Wilstrop Wood. 

Immediately after this bloody contest, the earl 
of Manchester rode through the ranks, thank- 
ing his troops for their gallant behaviour ; and 
exhorting them to ascribe their success to the 

signal out of my hat, I passed through them for one of 
their own commanders, and got to my lord of Manchester's 
horse, in the other Wing ; only with a cut in my cheek, 
which was given me in the first charge^ and a shot which 
my hofse received." 
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Lord of Hosts. He also added, that though U/ 
was then too late to administer to their several 
necessities, at day* break they should receive 
every attention. 

Evening had far advanced, when the royalists^ 
arrived at Micklegate-Bar, and there a scene of 
confusion and misery ensued, beyond description/ 
None but the garrison being suffered to enter^ 
the admittance wa» extremely tediou»; and many 
of the wounded, fainting under fatigue and 
anxiety, filled the air with sounds of distress. 
. In a small work, entitled <^ A Military History 
of Germany and England," written by an English 
gentleman, who served at this time in the royal 
army^ is the following curious paragraph :— • 

** The prince got into York with the earl of 
Newcastle, and a great many gentlemen, and 
seven or fetght thousand of the men, as well 
borse as foot. I had but very coarse treatment 
in this fight ; for, returning with the prince from 
the pursuit of the right wing, and finding all lost,- 
I halted with some other officers, to consider what 
to do : at first we were for making a retreat in a 
body, and might have done so well enough, if 
we had known what had happened before we 
saw ourselves in the middle of the enemy ; for 
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Sir Tholnai Fairfax, who had got together hia 
scattered troops, and was joined by some of the 
left wing, knowing who we were, charged us with 
great fury. It was not a time to think of any 
thing but getting away, or dying upon the spot : 
the prince kept on in the front, and Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, by this charge, cut off about three re«- 
giments of us from our body, but^ bending* 
l|is main strength at the prince, left us, as it 
were^ behind him, in the middle of the field of 
battle. We took this for the only opportunity 
we could ^haye to get off, and, joining together^ 
we made across the place of battle in as good 
order as we could, with our carabines presented* 
But our work was not done yet ; for, on a sud« 
den^ we saw ourselves under a necessity of fight** 
ing our way through a great body of Manchester's 
horse, who came galloping upon us over the 
moor. They had, as we suppose, been pur- 
suing some of our broken troops, which were 
fled before, and, seeing us, they gave us a home 
charge. We received them as well as we could, 
but pushed to get through them, which at last 
we did with a considerable loss to them. How^ 
ever, we lost so many men, either killed or 
separated from us^ (for all could not follow the 

M 
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same way,) that of our three regiments we could 
not be above four hundred horse-together, whea 
we got quite clear, and these -were mixed men, 
some of one troop or regiment, some of another* 
Four hundred of this body, »9 1 afterwardsf un- 
derstood, having broke througb^the enemy's body 
another way, kept together, and got into Pon- 
*tefract castle, and three hundred more made 
northward, and to Skipton, where the prince 
afterwards fetched them off. Those few of us 
that were left together, with whom I was, beiag 
now pretty clear of pursuit, halted, and began 
to inquire who we were, and what we «liould do? 
and, on a short debate, I proposed we should 
make to the first garrison of the king'is that we 
could recover, and that we should keep together, 
lest the country people should insult us upon 
the roads. With this resolution, we pushed on 
westward for Lancashire." 

The same account further adds, that they were 
followed by a party of the conquerors as far as 
Bramham-Moor, where, under cover of a wood, 
the former attacked the pursuers, and completely 
overpowered them. 

The disasters of this day were attributed to 
the want of sufficient coolness in prince Rupert* 



Me has^ howerer^ . been also accused, by some 
writers, of wanting (ou'rage) a charge which 
brothers is believed tQ be completely unfounded: 
Walter Scott, in his poem of Rokeby, thus speaks 
•f Rupert^s attack r . 

'^ Till^ like a stream that bursts it^s bank. 
Fierce Rupert thundered on our flank ! 
^Twas then, midst tumult, smoke, and strife^ • 

Where each man fought for death or life, 
'Tvvas then I fic^d my petronel, 
And Moriiiam, steed and rider> fell ! 
Monckton and Mitton told the news. 
How tioop^ of Mtoundheads chdkM the Ouse j 
Andtnany a bonny Scot, agadt, 
Spurring his palfrey northward^ past. 
Cursing the day when 2eal or meed, 
Firtt lur'd their Lesley o'er tli^ Tweed. 
. Yet, wh^n I reaeh'd the banks of Swale, 
Had rumour learned another tale !'' 

In the ^^ History of the baronial house of ^o^ 
merville," is the following account of the flight 
of General Lesley. This commander perceiving 
the success of Rupert's first attack, supposed 
the battle was irrecoverably lost; when, in 
compliance with the request of several friends, 
he hastened^^ from the field of battle, and riding 
in the night, did not halt till he arrived at Leeds, 

M2 
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About twelve the next day, however, an express 
reached him, communicating the change of for- 
tune, and requesting his speedy return; on 
hearing which, Lesley, Conscious he had not 
acted a manly part, smote his breast, and ex^ 
claimed : ^^ I would to God, I had died upon the 
place." 

• Among the royalists who fell, were Sir Wm. 
Wentworth, Sir Francis Dacres, Sir Wm. Lamb- 
ton, Sir Charles Slingsby, knight, who was in- 
terred in the cathedral, Colonel John Fenwick, 
whose remains could not be ascertained among 
the heaps of dead; Sir Marmaduke Luddou, 
Sir Thomas Metham, captain of the Yorkshire 
gentlemen volunteers ; Sir Thomas Gledhill, 
Sir Richard Graham, and more than 4000 others. 
General Sir Charles Lucas, General Porter, Ge- 
neral Tilliard, lord Goring's son, with many 
more field officers, &c., amounting to upwards 
of 2000, were taken prisoners. The prince like- 
wise lost 25 pieces of artillery, 130 barrels of 
powder, several thousand stands of arms, and 
about 100 colours. 

Sir Charles Lucas was desired to point out to 
the victors, such bodies among the slain, as he 
wished to be honored with private interment. 
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He was however^ unable to discriminate the 
person of more th^^n one gentleman^ who had a 
bracelet of hair about bis wrist ; which Sir Charles 
requested might be taken off, as he knew ap 
honorable lady who would thankfully receive it^ 

The principal persons slain amongst the friends 
of parliament, were Major Fairfax; Charles^ 
brother of Sir Thomas Fairfax^ who was interred 
at Marston^ aged 23 ; Captain Micklethwait^ and 
Captain Pugh. They themselves would not own 
to the loss of more than 300 subalterns and pri- 
vates ; but, from the circumstances, of the bat- 
tle, as stated in the preceding account^ they must 
undoubtedly have lost a number nearly equal to 
the royalists. 

The following is an extract from a manu- 
seript diary, written by an officer in the Norwich 
troop*. " After the battle, we continued 
-two nights on the field; in which things were 
very scarce, and much raised in their value ; a 
cup oi foul water being worth drinking, and 
taking pains for." 

* This troop served in Cromwell's regiment, and was 
called the Virgin Troop^ from having been raised by the 
voluntary subscription of the young ladies of Norwich, 
in 1643. 

M3 
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In the life of Sir George Kadcliffe, knight, 
|t is stated, that Charles Townley, of Townley, 
{n Lancashire;y esquire, having fallen at the battle 
of Marston-Moor, his lady, Hilary, the daughter 
of Francis Trappes, esquire, who was then with 
\ier father at Knaresbrough, hastened the next 
morning to the field of battle, to search for his 
bo( y, whilst tl>e attendants of the camp were 
^tripping and burying the dead. There she was 
iiciosted by a general oiiicer, to whom she- told 
her melancholy story. He heard her with great 
tenderness ; but, earnestly desired her to leave a 
place, where, besides the distress of witnessing 
jsuch a scene, she might probably be insulted. 
jShe complied, find a trooper was immediately 
called, to take her behind him to Knaresbrough, 
On inquiry, the officer who had showed so much 
humanity, and to whom she was so greatly in- 
debted, proved to be Lieutenant GenerafCrom" 
V^ell. 

The marquis of Newcastle, and about ninety oty 
his friends, being disgusted by the raslkr conduct 
pf prince Rupert, informed him they intended 
(o leaye the city and country. They ipimediately 
went to Scarborough, and thepce embarked fc - 
j^ftipborougb. The prince rallied his forces^ an^ 
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marchecL into Lancashire ; thus also deserting our 
city in it's greatest extremity. 

York was soon surrounded a second time by the 
forces of parliament. They summoned Sir Tho- 
mas Glemham, the governor, to surrender, uncon- 
ditionally. A negative answer was returned, but 
in a few days afterward, finding the besiegers 
had approached almost to the walls, and were 
preparing scaling ladders ; the garrison, from the 
reduction in their numbers and means of defence, 
were fearful of the result, and judged it advisable 
to apply for a treaty. In compliance with their 
request. Sir Wm. Constable and Colonel Lam- 
bert, were deputed to enter the city, and conclude 
upon conditions of surrender. 

The terms were extremely favorable to the 
friends of the king; a circumstance which has been 
attributed to the existence of considerable dissen- 
sions amongst the forces of parliament. Whether 
that was the real cause or not, they are highly 
worthy attention, and will be particularly in- 
teresting, when we consider them as the result of 
the last active warfare in which this venerable 
city has been engaged. Under this impression, 
a copy of the conditions of surrender, is sub- 
joined. 

M4 
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TERMS. 

First That Sir Thomas Glemham^ as go- 
Ternor of the city of York, shall surrender an<t 
deliver up the same, with the forts, tower, can* 
non, ammunition, and furniture of war belonging 
thereto, on the J 6th of July, 1644) at eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, to the three generals, or 
io whom they shall appoint, for the use of the 
king and parliament, in the manner^ and upon 
the conditions following: 

Second. That all the officers shall march out 
of the city, with their arms, drums beating, 
colours flying, match lighted, bullet in mouthy 
bag and baggage. 

Third. That they shall have a convoy, that 
no injury be done them in their march to Skip- 
ton. 

Fourth. That sick and maimed soldiers, shall 
not be hindered from going, after their re- 
coveries. 

Fifth. That all soldiers' wives and children 
may have liberty to go to their husbands and 
. fathers, to their own homes and estates, and to 
enjoy them peaceably under contribution. 

Sixth. That no soldier be enticed away. 
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* Seventh. That the citizens and inhabitants 
may enjoy, all their privileges^ which formerly 
they did at the beginning of these troubles^ and 
may have frt^om of trade, both by sea and land* 
paying such duties and customs as all other cities 
tinder obedience of parliament. 

Mighth. That if any garrison be placed in 
the city, two parts in three shall be Yorksbiremen } 
no free quarter shall be put upon any, without 
his own consent, and the armies shall not enter 
the city before the governor and lord mayor be 
acquainted. 

Ninth. That in all charges the citizens re- 
•lants, and inhabitants, shall bear only such part 
with the county at large, as was formerly in all 
other assessments^ 

Tenth. That all citizens, gentlemen, re^iants, 
sojourners, and every other person within the 
city, shall, if they please, have free liberty to 
remove themselves, family, and goods, and to 
dispose thereof, and their estates, at their plea- 
sure, according to the law of the land, either to 
live at their own homes or elsewhere; and to 
enjoy their goods and estates without molestation, 
and to have protection and safeguard for that 
purpose, so that they may rest quietly at their 
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abodes, and travel safely and freely about their 
occasions; and, for their better removal, may 
bave letters of safe^conduct, and be furnished 
with horses and carriages at reasonable rates. 

Eleventh. That all gentlemen and othera 
that have goods within the city, and are absent 
themselves, may have free liberty to take, carry 
away, and dispose of them as in the foregoing 
articles* 

Twelfth. That neither churches nor other 
buildings, shall be defaced, nor any plunderings, 
nor taking of any man's person, nor any part of 
his estate, suffered ; and that justice shall be 
administered within the city by the magistrates, 
according to law, who shall be assisted therein^ 
if need require, by the garrison. 

Thirteenth. That all persons, whose dwell- 
ings are in the city, though now absent, may 
enjoy the benefit of these articles, as if they wer« 
present. 

Sufned, 

Ferdinand Fairfax, 

Manchester, 

Adam Hepborne, VThos. Gi-emham, 

Lord Humbee, \ Governor, 

WlI-WAM CONSTABUS. 
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Such were the favorable conditions on which 
Ifork surreiKiered to the forces of parliament, oa 
<&e 16tli of July, 1641, after a siege of eighteen 
weeks; in which the garrison had repulsed 
twenty-two attempts to carry the city by storm, 
and four countermines; and in wtiich time four 
or five thousand of the enemy had fallen before 
ifs walls. The king^s troops, amounting to more 
than one thousand, besides sick and wounde^l, 
accordingly leYt tiie city on' the following day. 

The conduct of the victorious army on thw 
memorable occasion, deserves particular attentioii. 
The parliament's forces having previously been 
drawn tip on each side of the road, out of Mickle- 
gate- Bar, .and forming a line of inbout a mile ia 
extent;. t«e retiring forces, with arms in their 
hands, drums beating, colours Hying, &c., marched 
through their ranks towards Skipton. One or 
two instances occurred, in which the soldiers ol 
parliament, in defiance of the terms granted to 
the king's forces, plundered some of the latter an 
they departed. This base conduct was, however, 
properly resented by the earl of Manchester. 

On their departure, the three successful ge 
perals^ the earl of Leven, the eaj-1 of Manchestei. 
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and lord Fairfax^ immediately entered the city, 
and after receiving posae^sion of it's forts, towers> 
3d pieces of ordnance, 3,000 stands of arms, five 
barrels of powder, and other ammunition, .pro^ 
ceeded to the cathedral, where they returned 
thanks to God, for their success* On this oc- 
casion, Mr. Robert Douglas, chaplain to the earl 
of Leven, ofiBciated ; and the following Thursday 
was appointed as a day of general thanksgiving 
for the whole army. 



SECTrON VI. 

Vrwm ike captnre «/* York^ by the Parliament s Army ; 
to the RebelKon, in 1745. 



I X HE three armies, which had united for the 

j reduction of our city, on finding their efforts 

i crowned with success, separated. The Scots 

proceeded northward, and the earl of Manchester 
into Lincolnshire, leaving lord Fairfax governor 
of the city. He immediately removed Sir Ed- 
ward Cooper, from the office of lord mayor, be- 
cause of his fidelity to the king ; and placed in 
\ that situation Thomas Hoy le, an alderman^ and 

one of the city's representatives in parliament. 
About this time Sir Thomas Fairfax, son of the 
j governor of York, was severely wounded in the 

I shoulder, whilst reducing the castle of Helmsley'; 

but soon recovering, he was voted commander in 
chief of all the forces of parliament. 

On the first of January, 1646, a great convoy, 

I commanded by major-general Sklppon, arrived 

in this city; bringing with them the sum of 

£200,000; which was paid in the Guildhall, to 



the Scots, for their services, including their' 
treachery towards the person of the king, wha" 
had thrown himself upon tlie generosity of his 
countrymen, for protection* 

That same year, the walls of the cfty, which 
dad been considerably injured during the siege^ 
were substantially repaired ; by order of the go- 
vernor and the lord mayor. 

The country being now wholly under the stib* 
Jection of parliament, our city, in the following 
year, 1647^ was deprived of it's garrison, with the 
exception of Clifford's Tower, of which the lord 
mayor was appointed governor. 

This year a petition was presented from th« 
inhabitants of the city and county of York, and 
from others, in the more northern parts of tKe ' 
liiingdom, praying for the establishment of a 
Universitj^ in York ; but in the unsettled state of 
the nation, it is by no means surprising that sue^ 
cess did not attend the application^r 

In January, 1648, the unfortunate Charles was 
behea<}ed, before his palace of Whitehall. This 
year, Micklegate, Bootham, and Walmgate Bars^ 
which had suffered in the late siege, equally with 
the walls, were repaired. The latter, which, 
seems to have sustained more attacks during 
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this siege than any of the other bars^ retains 
much of it's original form, though a part of it 
has been lately removed. The following is a 
correct representation of it's appearance within 
a few years. 




At the Lent Assizes, in 1648, held in this city> 
judge Thorpe presided, and, in his charge to the 
jury, endeavoured to vindicate the conduct of par- 
liament towards the late king. At these assizes 
also a woman was tried, and condemned to die, 
for crucifying her mother : and it is added, 
that after perpetrating the diabolical deed, she 
had oflTered a calf and a cock, for a burnt sa- 
crifice. At the same time, twenty-three men 
and women were sentenced to die, twcntyone 
of whom were executed. 
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In August^ 1649, judge Thorpe was again sent 
to York, for the purpose of trying colonel John 
Morrice> governor of the castle at Pontefract, 
and lieutenant Blackburn, who was one of the 
party that made an expedition to. Doncaster, and 
the person who slew Rainsborough. 

Those two unfortunate men, were taken on the 
surrender of Pontefract castle, and afterwards 
evinced an extraordinary instance of attachment 
and generosity, as will appear by the following 
anecdote. Having an opportunity to escape, 
(Colonel Morrice descended from the walls of 
iheir prison, by means of a rope ; but Blackburn 
in attempting to follow, fell and broke his leg. 
In this unhappy situation, the colonel determined 
not to desert his friend ; and they consequently 
were both re- taken. After a formal trial, they 
were condemned to suffer as traitors to their 
country; and were accordingly conveyed to 
Tyburn, and there executed. 

In July, 1650, general Cromwell arrived at 
York, on an expedition to Scotland. Previous 
to his coming, the lord mayor had ordered the 
king's arms, which till then had remained over 
Micklegate and Bootham Bars, to be taken 
down ; and, in the same situation, placed those 
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bf the existing goyernment. All the artillery in 
the tower were fired, to hail his approach* The 
ikext day he diiied with the lord niayor ; and^ th^ 
following day^ proceeded on his journey* Thiii 
appears to have been the 6nly time Cromwell 
visited York, except after the battle of Marston- 
Moor. 

It was not till three y^ari^ subsequent to his last 
visit, that Oliver became invested with the title 
of " Protector of the common- wealth of England^ 
Scotland^ and Ireland ;" and York being now no 
longer the s^at of impei^ial or national power, it's 
annals do not present us with any interesting 
memorials relative to this important period of 
history* 

The assizes at Ydrk in J 655, wi^re rendei^ed 
remarkable by the attendance of that wonderful 
instance of human longevity, Hienry Jenkins, wh6 
appeared in the cdurt^ as witness in a cause^ 
brought forward to prove an ancient road to a 
mill, &ne hundred and twenty years before. 

The positive terms in which this aged mail 
•poke, and the apparent improbability of his me^- 
mory being able to take such a distant retrospect^ 
fttruck the judge in so forcible a mann^r> that 
h^ gave him a severe reprimands The veteran^ 

N 
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iostead of being daunted by this attack from th#' 
judge, boldly maintained his assertions ; and as a; 
further proof of the truth of his depomtion, said 
that he wag then butler to lord Coiiyers^ and 
that his name might be found in an old register 
of the menial servants of that nobleman. 

It is also remarkable, that there were on th^ 
same trial, three or four men eaeh about one 
hundred years old, engaged as witnesses, on the 
opposite aide ; who, on the judge objecting to 
the evidence of Jenkins, were interrogated re- 
specting him. They declared that he had been 
called (HdJenJdnSi as long as they could re«* 
member ; and that he was born before parish 
registers were in use. 

This old man could neither resid nor write; 
hence he had to rely entirely upon his memory* 
The strength and correctness of this faculty of 
his mind, were however confirmed afterwards, by 
.I>ri Taficred Robinson, fellow of the college c^ 
Physicians^ and of the Royal Society. He as- 
tserted, that Henry Jenkins having once entered 
•his sister's kitchen, to beg alms, when be was 
^present; amongst other questions, he ashed the 
'age of the mendicant, to which, after a little 
rpause^ the old man replied^ ^' One hundred and 
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mtiy two or tturee." The doctor then inquired 
i^hat sovere^n of England he could particularly 
remember^ «nd was answered, ki <g Henry the 
eighth. He also said that he was seiit to Norths 
allerton, with a borse**load of arrows, for thc^ 
battle of Flodden field, with which a bigger boy 
went forward to the army, commanded by the 
earl of Surrey ; king Henry YHI. being at 
Tournay ; and, ke bt^lieved himself t^en, to be 
eleven or twelve years old.'' Struck with sur* 
prise at this instance of mental retention, and 
doubting the possibility of it's accttraoy, the Dr. 
reaorted to the page of history ; and found, that 
the battle was fought 1&2 years before-~that 
Surrey was really tlie commander, and that the 
king, at that time, was at Tournay ^^ 

In the night of Saturday the eighth of De* 
eember, 1659, was a remarkably high wind, such 
as had never before b^^en experienced in this city^ 
So powerful were it's effects, that many dwelling 
houses were seriously injured by it, and the 
cathedral also suffered mueh on the oibcaston* 

* Henry Jenkins lived ffieen years after ^ving his 
evidence at York. He died on the 8tli of ^December, 
1070, hayiDg attained the amazing age of 160 years. 

N2 • 
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Though few events of interest occurred in thi» 
city whilst Cromwell was protector, yet York 
seems to have had a considerable share in the 
restoration of Charles the second. Lord Fairfax 
observing several divisions amongst 01iver'» 
party, commenced a secret correspondence with 
general Monk, who was in Scotland* He en* 
gaged, in concert with Sir George Booth, to 
raise forces and attack the rear of Lambert's 
army, which was stationed at Newcastle. This 
plan was, however, prematurely discovered ; and 
Monk knowing that Fairfax was not able alon<^ 
to withstand Lambert, immediately marched 
across the Tweed. On Monk's approach, Lam- 
bert's army deserted their commander, and left 
the former in quiet possession of Newcastle ; 
where he remained three days, and then pro* 
ceeded to York, January 1 1th, 1660; that city 
being in the possession of lorn Fairfax. 

His entrance was made at the head of his 
army, with a presbyterian priest on each side of 
him, to whom he appeared to pay great attention. 
Such was the deception which the existing cir- 
cumstances of the times induced him to practise. 
Monk was met by immense crowds, who saluted 
him with loud huzzas, the men being fearful of 
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expressing their approbation of his sentiments 
more fully. Some of the women however were 
less cautious^ and showed their loyalty by ex«- 
claiming: " Ah, Monk! God bless thee/' — 
adding, in strong but coarse terms, tlieir hearty 
desire for the restoration of the exiled royal 
family. 

General Monk remained at York five days; 
during which time, he new-modelled his army ; 
and was much pressed, by Mr. Bowles, the chap- 
lain of lord Fairfax, and his chief counsellor, to 
declare in favour of Charles Stewart, afterwards 
Charles the second. 

This general's conduct was observed by the 
government, with considerable jealousy, and had 
he not advanced so far towards the capital, there 
is no doubt but he would have been ordered 
again into Scotland. The inhabitants of York 
being friendly to his intentions, he was com- 
manded to proceed immediately to London. 
On the receipt of that order. Monk reduced 
his army, and sent major Morgan back from 
this city into Scotland, with two regiments of 
horse and foot, as a reserve there, in case his 
designs in England should not succeed. He also 
left a regiment in York, under the command of 

N8 
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Colonel Fairfax ; anc] then marched to Man»fieMf 
in N<Htiiigbamsbir^9 vitb an army reduced to 
4000 fo t and i^OU liorse, Hk progress after*' 
wards, presented a continiied series of prosperity ; 
|]ut here we must take leave of hini| being 
anxious to confine tbi^ work as much a^ pos^lblbji 
to subjects imnicdiately connected with the bid- 
tory of York. 

Tbis city, under all tbe late changes, had 
suffered greatly* It consequently rejoiced at the 
restoration of the royjEil family ; and Clifirles tfay^ 
second wasi proi lajiued |n York pa lhe eleventh 
of May, 1660, 

In this ceremony, the lord mayor, aldermen, 
and other members of the upper house, pro*- 
eeeding on horseback, were fpllowed by the 
i^bamberlain$ and common-council men, in their 
gowns, on foot. More than a thousund firmed 
^itisens succeeded ; and, in the rear, appeared ft 
iroop of two or three hundred country gen* 
tlemen, beaded ^by lord Fairfax } each carrying 
Ills bi^t on the point of his drawp sword. The 
jirQclamatjon was read at the usual places — belk 
rung — cannon played from the tower — and, in 
the erenip^, the city was illuminated, and dis* 
|Jayed other demonstrations of joy. 



On ^ lireti^rnintb of the same mootb, baiog 
the atibirefsary of the king's birth^day^ effigiei 
of Cromwell^ an4 of Judge Bradshaw^ the fomer 
clotbed in pink satin^ the latter in a judge's robe^ 
ir0re buiig upon a gallows^ erected in tbe Pavef 
mtvik, lor that purpose* They were thea burned 
i» tar bafrels; tc^ether with the Scotch ooye^- 
jiairty and CrovQwelFs state arms* More thaa 
mie thmisaud armed citizens were present ob ifae 
oecasioQy and a great number of other inba? 
bitants. 

Cbmmisaioners were now appointed by an act 
of parliament^ to regulate corporate and other 
puUie bodies. On the third and fourth of £ep* 
teniber^ 1661> tbey accordingly met in the Guild- 
hall ef this eity ; and displaceidi most of tii» 
Diembers of the common council^ with several of 
;tbe alderflien^i Others were immediately ap- 
pointed as thdr successors^ who Were conaideted 
more friendly towards the restored famjly. 

In the winter of 1663, a 4^ommission was sent 
down to York^ to try several men^ who had been 
taken at Farnley-Wood, Yorkshire^ in an in- 
stprreclion, commenced for the express purpose of 
fe-«Btablishiiig a ge^spel magistir^y and ministry ^^ 

. N4 
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of restoring the long parliament, and of reforming 
all orders and degrees of men, especially the 
lawyers and clergy of the land. The prisoners 
were found guilty, condemned, and executed: 
two of them were also quartered, and according 
to the sayage ferocity of the times, their mutilated 
bodies were placed over the several gates of 
the city. The heads of /our of the sufferers, 
were fixed over Micklegate-Bar, three upon 
BoothamrBar, one over Wfilmgate-Bar, and 
three over the gates of the castle. 

The plague raging violently in the south, in 
the year 1666, James, duke of York, and his 
duchess, retired to this city. They were met at 
Tadcaster Bridge, by the sheriflb, and at Mickle^ 
gate-Bar, by the lord mayor, and other members 
of the corporation, on the fifth of August, with 
the usual formalities. The duke and duchess 
remained in York nearly two months ; and the 
king and parliament, on account of the pestilence, 
assembled at Oxford, 

A duel was fought in Penley Groves, near our 
pify, in iho month of January, 1674, between 
ISir Jonathan Jennings, of Bipon, and George 
^yslaby, esq. principal register of the ecde-^ 
I)a3tical court, at York. The latter was slaip. 
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find Sir Jonathan afterwards obtained a par^ 
don*. 

In an age^ when the ferocious passions of man- 
kind could^ under any consideration, be gratified 
with the shocking spectacle of mutilated fellow^ 
men^ exposed in places of the most public resort^ 
we cannot wonder that private quarrels might 
sometimes be effaced only with tiie flowing crim«- 
son of one or both of the adverse parties : But, 
that the empty bubble o( false honour should, in 
this enlightened age, still influence subjects of 
the same realm to consign one another to the 
silent tomb, as a proper return for injuries, often 
extremely trifling in their pature, is a source of 
poignant regret. 

In the state of New York, North America, a 
law has been recently passed to suppress duel*- 
ling ; and, since the operation of the present in- 
j»ulted laws of Britain, is not efficient to prevent 
this horrid crime, how devoutly is it to be wished, 
some law should be made that would even out- 
strip our trans* atlantic brethren — not to increase 



* Oeorge Ayslaby^ esq. married Mary, eldest daughter 
of Sir John Mallory, of StucUey, near Ripon. He left si 
son, John Ayslabtff esq., who was cbapceUor of the ex*» 
p))equer, in the year 1718, 



SQ2 HISTORY OF T^S 

fiie number of human (Ettcrifiee»> i>ut "wUdi 
t^ould inflict some mo«t degrcuiing punishment 
pn every duellist^ and on every abettor of thia 
assassinating and frantic mode of eupportini; 
honour. 

In 1679^ religious dissensions against the duke 
ran very high. He therefore determined to re- 
tire from the courts and repair to Edinburgh* 
On his journey^ he again visited York; but 
though the sheriffs met him as before^ the lord 
mayor and aldermen did notf vrhich neglect 
being represented to the ki|ig> a reprimand, 
#igned by the secretary of state^ was forwarded 
to the offending parties, f ::([presfulve of their so^ 
vereign's displeasure* 

Sir John Beresby/bart. was appointed governor 
nf Yorky in May^ 1682^ and was also returned to 
nerve in parliament for the city, in 1684^ Thia 
gentleman^ who was the last military governor 
York ever had, kept a diary of the events of hijsi 
day, which has since been published in 8vo, and 
4X>ntains many interesting recitals. 

The reprimand sent to the citizens, by Charles, 

was followed, in January, 1684, by a Quo 

Warjrontey which that monarch granted against 

4he corporation. In this instrument, the members 
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i>f that body^ were commandod to show how they 
came to '^ uaurp*^ to tbeiuselves, several liberties 
which they enjoyed. Ttieir charter was also 
ilemanded^ for peru«al> and detained by i\\^ 
miniatem. 

. Tb^ same year, the notorious JeflTerys at- 
|:eiided at Yorkj aK one of the judges of assize. 
The lord mayor and aldermen waited upon him 
«oon after his arrival, to inquire concerning the 
Jcing's intentions relative to the oity. In answer 
to their inquiries, Jefferys remarked that th^ 
kiog expei^ted to have the government of the 
eity at his own disposal ; and the judge recom«- 
mended that an address or petition to tliat effect, 
should be prepared, by the corporation, which he 
would get presented to his n^ajesty. This advice 
was complied with; and, in answer^ Charles 
ordered Jefferys to communicate to them, the 
pleasure which the king derived from their pe*- 
tition, and that they should have a new charter, 
in which he would reserve to himself only ^^ the 
nomination and approbation of the magistrates 
and persons in office therein." The death of 
this monarch, however, prevented the fultilment 
i>f his promise^ 
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Charles, dying in February, 1684, was suc- 
ceeded by James the second. The latter was 
proclaimed king, in York^ on the eighth of that 
month, by the lord mayor. The same procla- 
mation was also announced in the castle-yard^ 
for the county, by the high-sheriff; and in 
Thursday- Market, before the garrison, by Sir 
John Reresby, bart. the governor. A new par- 
liament was accordingly summoned, and four 
candidates offered themselves as members for the 
city of York. A strong contest ensued, in which 
five aldermen of the city were particularly active 
against the two unsuccessful candidates ; who, 
in the warmth of disappointment, represented 
the al lermen as disaffected and dangerous cha- 
racters. Four of them, were consequently ar- 
rested, as were, also, some of the common- 
council, by order of the king, and conveyed as 
prisoners, to Hull ; at which place they remained 
nearly a month. The duke of Monmouth's re- 
bellion, which had excited considerable alarm, 
being soon overcome, they were liberated, and 
took their places in their own court as before. 

The unfortunate James renewed the charter 
promised by Charles, under the conditions spe- 
cified by Judge Jefferys; and it was the last 
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^barter granted to this city* Sir Henry Thompson 
mnd Mr. Scot^ inhabitants of York, commissioned 
for the purpose, by the king, entered the city 
with it, on the eighth of August, having been 
met at some distance, by more tuau five taou avid 
of the citizens. The whole corporate body also 
met them at Micklegate-Bar ; and with great 
formality proceeded, accompanied by martial 
music, to the lord mayor's house, where the 
health of the royal family was drank. The bells 
were rung, and various other tokens of joy were 
exhibited throughout the city. 

A very unusual circumstance- occurred on the 
twenty*sixth of August, 16''5; which, though 
mot important, deserves some attention in the 
History of York. A large porpoise or sea-hagg, 
three yards and a half in length, and three yards 
in thickness, having left the sea, and entered the 
Ouse, was taken from that river, in Clifton I )gs, 
near this city ; and, as might naturally be ex- 
pected^ the singularity of the event, excited con- 
siderable attention and surprise. 

At the following March Assizes, an occurrence 
took place, which was thought worthy of notice, 
by the governor, Sir John Reresby, hart, in his 
^^ Memoirs." H,is recital contiains much of thei 
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nkarvfthfis blended with abflrurdity ; tod is thei^^f-i^ 
fore detailed in that gentleman's own words^ as m 
proof of the latnentable credulity and grom ig« 
norance of the age. 

^^ Leaving the public liffairs^ for awhile^ at 
this untowsird pass/' says Sir John^ " I would ven- 
ture to take notice of a private occurreiiee wbieh 
made some iloise at York^ The assizes being 
there held, an old woman was condemned for m 
witch. Those who were more credulous in pdinta 
of this nature than niyself, conceived the evidence 
to be very strong against her. The boy she was 
said to have bewitched, fell down on a sudden, 
before all the court, when he saw her, and would 
then £ls suddenly return to himself again^ and 
very distinctly relate the several injuries she had 
done him ; but in all this it was observed, the 
boy was free from any distortion ; that he did not 
foam at the mouth, and that his fits did not leave 
him gradually, but all at once; so that^ upon 
the whole, the judge thought proper to reprieve 
her; in which he seemed to act the part of a 
wise man. 

" But, though such is my own private opinion^ 
I cannot help continuing the story : one of my sol-* 
diers being upon guard about eleven in the nighty 



at the gate of Clifford's Tower, the very night 
after the witch ]wa8 arraigned, heard a great noise 
at the eastle, and going to the porch> he there saw 
« soroU of paper apparently blowA from undef 
tile door, whieh, as he imagined, by moonshine, 
turned first into the shape of a monkep^ and 
thence assumed the^fbrm of a iurkey-tock /vfhich 
passed to and fro by him. .Surprised at this, he 
went to the prison, and called the under^keeper^ 
who came and saw the scroll dance tip and down, 
and pass under the door, where there was scarcely 
an opening of the thickness of half-a-crowif. 
This extraordinary story I had from the mouth of 
both the one and the other: and now leave it to 
foe believed or disbelieved, a^ the reader may be 
inclined this way or that." 

Sir John Reresby, complains that though the 
manor of York was granted to him, by the late 
king, in his commission of |;overnor, and con- 
firmed by James, yet it was regranted for a 
** popish seminary, to Father Lawson, a priest ;'* 
who went, in person, to claim possession of it, on 
the seventlwof December, 1687. 
r it appears by the ancient record, before al*- 
luded to, that prior to the year 1687, the streets 
4»f .York possessed no advantages during the noc^ 
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turnal hours^ from artificial light. Thai peHodt 
is however remarkable in this particular^ as wili 
be seen by the follewiHg extract : ^^ This year 
began Lamps to be hung up^ in the chief street» 
of the city^ viz. : at the Minster- Gates, the west-* 
end of Ouse-Bridge, itk the Patemeiit, &c." 
Hence we learn that the citizens of York have 
enjoyed this privilege, about one hundred and 
tbirty 5*ears^ 

Oa the twelfth of February, the same year,- 
the shock of an earthquake was experienced in 
Feasegatey in York. It was' however more se- 
riously felt at the village of Gate-Fulford, about 
a mile and a half from the city ; where a noisd 
was heard in the grouiKl, similar ta that pro-* 
duced by the firing of cannon. The inhabitants 
of Naburn were also much alarmed, by it's effects 
in their neighbourhood. 

In June^ 1688, the queen was delivered of a 
prince ; on which occasion, it was determined as 
a mark of gratitude, that the lord mayor, a 
sherifT, and four other gentlemen, should repair 
to London, to congratulate their majesties. It 
was also further determined that the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and twenty-four, should have two 
gallons of wine, and the commons four gallons^ 
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Hfct the public expense, to drink the health of the 
king and queen, and of their royal infant* 

James, however, did not entirely approve of 
all the members of the corporation, and wishing 
to strengthen and confirm his interest at York, 
exercised the power reserved to himself in the last 
charter, of regulating that body. He accordingly 
sent down a special messenger, to displace the 
lord mayor, Thomas Baynes, with several of 
the aldermen, and others ; and, on the fifth of 
October, appointed as their successors, men who 
were joined to the Roman Catholic church, but 
who were not even freemen of the city. The 
latter circumstance supplied Raynes with a suf*- 
ficient plea for not delivering up the sword and 
mace. The office of lord mayor was nevertheless 
declared vacant till Saturday the twenty- fourth 
of October ; when James, finding he had gone 
too far, adopted a different course. 

In the interim, York was very remarkably 
situated : ^^ It was," observes the governor, in bis 
Memoirs, ^^ an archbishopric without a bishop ; a 
city without a mayor ; and, a garrison without a 
soldier." He then adds : ^^ But these defects 
were soon supplied — the old charter was^ restored^ 
and the old lord mayor therewith — ^the bishop of 

O 
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Exeter/ who fled from that city, upon the prince 
of Orange's land hig, was made archbishop of 
York — and I had one company of foot sent to 
continue with me.'* 

This attempt at reconciliation seemed to have 
the desired effect ; and the whole of the citizens 
of York continued their loyalty to James, tiH 
the very period when it was fully ascertained, 
that his zeal for the religious tenets he had im- 
bibed in France, was leading him into measures 
subversive of the English constitution. Then, 
and not till then, they expressed their dissatis- 
faction, and joined in vindication of the rights of 
the people. 

Rumours now daily spread tlrat William, prince 
of Orange, was preparing to land in this country, 
with a considerable force, as the decided cham- 
pion of the protestant religion. Such reports 
extremely alarmed the existing government, and 
roused all the energy of it's remaining friends. 
The deputy-lieutenants of the county of York 
were ten in number ; all of whom w^re then re- 
4siding in this city. They immediately held a 
consultation, and Sir* Henry Goodrick proposed 
a meeting of the gentry and freeholders of the 
county, in York, for the purpose of preparing 
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and tdigning a declaration of unshaketi attach^ 
ment to the king, in this season of danger ; and 
also for considering what means would be most 
advisable to pursue, for preserving the public 
peace. This proposal was approved^ and notices 
wefe issued for a meeting on Thursday, the 
nineteenth of November, 1688* 

In the meantime^ the clerk of the west'^riding 
received a new commission, in which the names 
of about thirty gentlemen in the neighbourhood^ 
who had previously acted as magistrates, were 
omitted ; including that of Sir Henry Goodrick* 
The circumstance greatly exasperated this ba« 
ronet, and induced him to express his sentiments 
freely respecting his sovereign* 

To petition for a free parliament^ Was now 
openly confessed to be the object in view* 
On the report having reached the duke of 
Newcastle, his grace hastened to York $ and 
finding the rumour correct, made considerable 
objections to the number of militia then iii the 
city. Hence, it appears, the duke suspected 
that the business of the meeting might not be 
solely conflned to petitioning. This nobleman, 
however, finding hiniself in a very diminutive 
minority, left the city in disgust* 
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The gcHreruof , Sir Joba Reresby, still re«»iiadd 
firmly aM»cked to James ; and^ in hU menoirs^ 
tliufl expreemei biraaelf : ^^ Now came the day of 
meetki^i a imial one I think* I woald not go 
to then^ at the Common-Hall, which was the 
place apjMNaled ; nor indeed was i very well 
able, by reason of some bruises I had received 
by my herse faUing upon me. But, I heard 
that in the midst of about a hundred gentlemen 
who met, Sir Henry Goodrick delivered himself 
to this effect: That there having been great 
endeavours made by government of late years, 
to bring popery into the kingdom, and by many 
devices, to set at nought the laws of the land, 
there could be no proper redress of the many 
grievances we laboured under, but by a free 
parliament ; ttrnt now was the only time to prefer 
a petition of the sort; and, that they could not 
imitate a better pattern, than had been set before 
them, by several lords^ spiritual and temporal. 

'^ Tl^re were those wtio differed with him in 
opinion, and would Iiave had some expressions in 
tlie paper moderated and amended ; ami observed 
that at the same time that they petitioned as they 
designed, it would l>e but their duty to assume 
his majesty they would stand firmly by him;^ iu the 
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midst of the dangers which Uureatened both him 
and his kingdoms, at the hazard of their iires 
and fortunes ; but this was over-raled. 

*^ Wfaen^ therefore^ the draugbt was omxN 
pleted, according to the aiind of Sir Henrjr 
Goodrick and his friends^ though aereral disliked 
it, and went aw^y, they proceeded to sign ; but^ 
before a Aird man could subscribe it^ Jo ean* 
one Mr. Tankard, witii a. rueful stoiy. That tlit 
papist$ were risen ; and, that thej had actual^ 
fired upon the militia troops. 

^' Alarmed at this, the gentlemen ran out; 
and those that were privy to the design, betook 
them to their horses, which were conveniently a| 
hand for their purpose. Lmd Dauby, mean« 
while, in his lodgiogs, waited for the fake alarvi^ 
and mounted with his son, lord Lumley, lord 
Horton, lord Willoughby, and others ; who, to* 
gether with their servants, formed a body of 
horse, consisting of a hundred iq number, well 
inounted, and well accoutred* 

^^ These rode up to the four militia troops, 
drawn out on another account, and cried out, 
^ A ffee pcnrliamewt^-^fke protMiant reliffian^ 
and no popertf.^^ Tlie captains of these troops, 
were lord Fairfax, Sir Thomas Gower, Mr* Ra* 
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binson, and Captain Tankard ; who, being ad- 
mitted to the secret the night before, and being 
prompt and ready enough in their nature for any 
action of the kind, immediately cried out the 
same, and led their troops over to them. 

^^ In the first place, they went to the main 
guard of the standing coiiipany, which, the num-^ 
ber not ei^ceeding twenty, they surprised, before 
I had the least notice, or even jealousy, of what 
^as in agitation ; not thinking it possible that 
meii of sfuch quality. and sucb estates, could give 
way to their discontent, however great and just 
It might be^ to the degree of engaging themselves 
in ^n attempt so desperate, and so contrary to 
tb^ l^^^ they bo^sted^ and tlie religion they 
professed/' 

Lord Danby, and some other gentlemen, eut 
deayoured to persuade Sir John Beresby to join 
the insurgents, urging, that they were in arms 
for th^ protestant religion and gpvernment, which 
iFames b^4 pearly redticed to nothing; but, 
which the prince of Orange had then landed 
to re«tpre. All their overtures were made in 
vain, and finding the governor firmly attfiched 
to the king, he, apd his inferior pflSeers, wer$ 
j§)i^ii prispnerSf He wf^s pot however cpnsi^n^ 
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to a prison^ but obliged to pledge his honor tha^ 
he would not remove from his own bouse in^ork. 
The prince's friends immediately took pos- 
session of the guard -house^ which was then in 
Thursday-Market; ^nd, seized on all the gates; 
placed guards at each ; suffered none to enter or 
leave the city; and secured every person who 
openly displayed any disapprobation of their 
proceedings. The magazine and storey, on the 
following day, were examined, and the houses of 
(several Roman Catholics were wantonly ^^ ran- 
^cked, m search of priests, arms, and horses." 

A company of foot soldiers, raised for the 
king's service, being at Tadcaster, were brought 
over to their cause, and also a company of gre- 
nadiers, on their route from the north, through 
York, to London. 

On Thursday the twenty-ninth erf the same 
months November, a considerable mob assembled 
in the city ; which re&oj*ted to the Boman Ca- 
tholic chapels, and there committed great out-* 
rages. They tore away all the pictures and 
images they met with, threw down the altars; 
and, after stealing the books and vestments of the 
priests, exhibited them in different parts of the 
city, through the day: In the evening, they 
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puUicly bur0t them in Coneyfitreei and thii 
Pavement. 

The prinoe of Oraage's interest was likewise 
conaiderably promoted in York by the eiter^^ 
tions of the lord inayor^ who called a meetiag^ 
and addressed his fellow-citizens^ deairiog theni 
immediately to espouse the cause of the pn>« 
testant religion. 

News socHi arrired thai several noblemen in 
the vteinity of Nottingham, and in other parts, 
bad declared for William* Thus strengthened, 
less precaution was used at York. Sir John 
Jterosby was allowed to retire to his country-* 
bouse on his parole; and soon afterwards, Jamer 
deserted his army, hia country, and hia crown. 

No obstacle now aeemed to present itseK, that 
could prevent the prince of Orange from taking 
|)|Hiceablje pos9essioQ of the throne. The lord 
ntiyor and commonalty of Y'ork^ fliereibre openly 
reoogaissu him as the deliverer of the protestaot 
religioa; and oflfered him their cordis and 
grateful acknowledgments^ in a warm address 
of ccmgiatulation^ dated the fourieentii of Be* 
eember^ 1688. 

The fourteenth of FdmHunr, 1689> was oby 
mved lA ¥ark» as a day of g^MrM rejoieipg^ 
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tot the deKrery of the nation from the deftigno of 
Jaioes ; and, on the ftevenfeenth of the samer 
nonth^ WiUiam Heniy^ prinee of Orange, anci 
Mary, bis prineess, who was the donghter of 
the late sovereign, were proclaimed king and 
queen of England, France, und Ireland, in tho 
usual manner, and at the aceustomed places in 
tins city, in the presence of nwny thousands of 
flpectators. 

This year was distinguished by one of tho 
greatest floods erer known at York. !n October, 
the river Ouse so much overflowed it^s banks, 
that during three sucoessive days, boats were ab«- 
solutely requisite at the west end of the bridge. 

The dul^e of Wirtemburg, with a number of 
Danish soldiers, fimounting to 5000 foot and 
1000 horse, passed this winter in York and the 
adjoining villages^ They were ou their route to 
Ireland ; for which place the duke and his forces 
embarked in the springs 

In the night of Monday, the second of April, 
1694, a terrible fire broke out, on the premises 
of Charles Hall, a flax-dresser, in the parish of 
All Saints, Higb-Ousegate ; which raged with 
such fury, that the houses on both sides of the 
street were soon epveloped in one tremendous 
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conflagration. No lives^ however^ were lost on 
the occasion^ but the fire continued for eight 
successive hours^ in which nearly thirty houses 
were burnt to the ground. The dami^e sus- 
tained^ was computed even in those days^ to 
amount to Twenty Thousand Pounds. 

An act of parliament being pasused for the re- 
gulation of the gold and silver currency of the 
country^ the old coin was called in. One of the 
king's mints> was consequently erected in the 
inanor-bouse^ without Bootham-Bar ; and bullion 
and plate were there coined in 1696^ to the 
amount of three hundred and eight thousand^ 
six hundred^ and twenty-one pounds sterling. 

On the twenty-seventh of March, 1708, two 
troops of queen Anne's guards, arrived at York^ 
-with a great number of other soldiers^ both horse 
and foot. They remained but a short time in 
this city> being on a northern expedition against 
the elSbrts of the pretended prince of Wales, who, 
assisted by France, had threatened to land a con« 
siderable force in Scotland. 

About the year 1716, a curious antique figure 
^ve inches high, by four broad, representing the 
bead of a female, was found, in digging a cellar 
near the ruins of St Mary's Abbey. It was given 
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to Roger Gale, esquire, the antiquary, who pre- 
served it with great care. That gentlemaa^ 
finding it bore the marks of Roman origin, and 
knowing that the Romans had not any goddess 
in their system of theology, supposed it had beea 
designed to represent the head of L^creiia^. 



* Lueretia, wss a celebrated Roman lady, daughter <rf 
Lucretius, and wife of Tarquinius CoUatinus. Her accom- 
plishments proved fatal to her ; and the praises which a 
number of young nobles at Ardea, amoug whom were 
CoUatinus and the sons of Tarquin^ bestowed upon the 
domestic virtues of their wives, led to a revolution in the 
state. Exhilarated with wine, and warmed with the ideas 
which tliis discourse excited, these young nobles agreed to 
leave the camp and go to Rome, to ascertain the veracity of 
their respective assertions. CoUatinus had the pleasure tosee 
his expectations realized in the highest perfection ; for, while 
the wives of the other Romans were involved in the riot 
and dissipation q( a feast, Lucretia was found at hom^, 
employed in the midst of her female servants, and easing 
their labor by sharing it herself. The beauty and inno- 
cence of Lucretia inflamed the passion of Sextus, the sen 
of Tarquin, who was a witness of her virtues and industry. 
He cherished the flame, and a few days after, secretlj 
retiring from the camp, came to the house of Lucretia, 
where he met with a liind reception. Of such treatment 
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The sammer of 1729^ claims a place in otit 
manals^ from an extreme droughty which prevailed 
generally. Such were it'a effects at York^ thai 
the water of the Ouse was reduced, till the base 
rf the middle arch of Oase-Bridge> fw several 
yards round> was completely dry. 



lie proved himself unworthy; for, in the dead of night, he 
mtroduced himself to Lucretis, and presenting Us drawtt 
tvrord, threatened her with mstant death if she offered to 
resist his desire. This virtuous lady was inexorable, till 
flie infamous ruffian declared that he would not only 
murder her, but would lay a slave, also dead, by her sidei 
and report her apparent crime tt^ real. Alarmed at the 
ftonghts of infamy, she hesitated, and the vile Sexius 
seized the critical moment. la th^ porning, Lucretia 
resolved not to pardon herself for the prune of anofter,, 
and sent for her husband and her father^ Afitr she had 
revealed to them the indignities that she had suf^ed froni 
the king's son, and entreated them to avenge her wrongSi 
she stabbed herself ^ith a dagger which she had pre-^ 
viously concealed under her clothes. This fatal blow was 
the signal of rebellion ; and the barbarity of the son, com- 
hined with the unpopularity of the father to cause the 
entire expulsion of the Tarquins from Rome. Henoe 
arose the republican or eonsutar government of the Roman 
empire. 
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DuriBg the year i734^ a small image of Saturn 
mH$ foand^ by a person who was digging a cellar 
in Walmgate^ in 4his city* It was made of mixed 
metal, the workmanship being elegant, and ap* 
parently Roman. From these circumstances, it 
appears to bare been one of their household 
gods ; and, as it was hoUow, it had probably been 
placed upon a stand, for the purpose of chamber 
worship. Into whose hands this relic of ancient 
superstition has since fallen^ is not known to the 
writer. 

Saturn, in the heathen mythology, is classed 
amongst the terrestrial gods, and was supposed 
to be the former of the mind of man. He was, 
however, considered to delight in human blood ; 
and the gkuUaiors were, therefore, placed under 
his protection, and fought at his feasts. 

The festivals of the Bomans, in honor of 
this god, were termed the SatumaUa. Th^ 
were celebrated, according to some authors, 
on the 16th, 17tb, or 18th of December. At 
first, on one of those days only; but after- 
wards, they were continued two, three, and 
sometimes even seven days. This custom ori^ 
ginated in Greece; and the Institution was in 
remembrance of the fabled golden age, in which: 
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all mankind are represented to have been eqilaL 
Sacrifices were made^ on this occasion, and slavei^ 
were allowed to take liberties with their masters, 
and to inform them freely of their faults. Friends 
sent presents to each other, and reconciled all 
animosities. No war was allowed to be declared, 
and no offender was executed. The schools kepi 
a vacation ; and nothing but good humour and 
mirth prevailed. But, these festivities frequently 
terminated in extravagance, and dissolute licen* 
tiousness. 

Hence, the household god lately described^ 
will probably bring to the reader's recollection 
many historical facts, relative to the heatlien 
world, and which can scarcely fail to be con- 
trasted with the superior advantages of the gospel 
dispensation. It will consequently, offer to the 
contemplative mind, a mingled source of painful 
and of pleasing reflections^ 

About the year 1740, two very curious Roman 
Urns were dug up near the Mount, without 
Micklegate-Bar. One of them was made of 
glass ; and being, by accident, broken in pieces, 
the inside of it was found to be coated, similar to 
a looking-glass^ with a substance of a bluish 
silver colour, termed by philosophers, the electrufn 



tif the ancients. The other urn was of lead, and 
was sold> by the workmen, to an ignorant 
]9iuinber> who immediately beat it together, and 
melted it down. A pedestal of grit, was also 
found, the same year, at no great distance from 
Micklegate-Bar. It had a short Romati in«- 
scription upon it, rather defaced by time; and 
measured two feet high, by ten inches in breadth. 
In the Rebellion which broke out in 1746, the 
citizens of York evinced great proofs of prompti^- 
tude and loyalty. An association of the nobility 
and other leading characters of the county, was 
immediately proposed by the Rer. Thomas Her*- 
ring, then archbishop of York ; and was entered 
into at the castle, on the twenty* fourth of Sep- 
tember. At that meeting, his lordship delivered 
a public address, in which all ranks were ex«- 
horted to assist with their utmost efforts, in de- 
fending the British constitution, and in restoring 
and preserving the national tranquillity. More 
than eight hundred of the nobles, gentry, and 
clergy in the county, were by this means united* 
A subscription was immediately entered into, 
by the inhabitants of the county at large ; and 
the sum of thirty-one thousand, /our hundred 
and twenty pounds was raised, for the support Of 
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govenuuemt, more partieulturlf in ibe defeaoe qjf 
fth^ wealthy and ex^ensire county of York. 

A meeting of the citizenft was also called, by 
Jahn Baper, esq. the lord mayor, for the sam^ 
purpose ; and in addition to other acta of loyalty, 
the sum of two tliousand four hundred, and 
thirty •five pounds waa subscribed. The ainstyor 
county of the city, also contributed two hundred 
and twenty pounds. With this money, four 
companies of men were raised, clothed, and sup«* 
ported. Each company consisted of seventy 
men; exclusive of non-commissioned officers; 
And this foroe was designated the ^^ York BImes.y 
They remained embodiecl about fo«ir months.; 
during wliich time, the privates received seve^ 
shillings per week, the drummers ten shiUingt, 
and the Sicrjeants, fourteea; bui tlie superior 
oficers served gratis. The gentlemen and other 
principal ii^bitants of the cily, formed th«m^ 
selves into a military body, for it's defence. 
They were clothed in uniform ; accoutred at 
their own expense; and assumed the name of 
Independents. This respectable corps remained 
under arms about ten months. 

The prince of Hesse honored this city with 
his presence, on the twenty -eighth of May^ 1746^ 



wben Oil hiA Journey from Scotland to London^ 
after the decisive battle of CuUoden^ The lord 
mayor iflid aldermen complimented the prmce^ 
by waiting upon him a^ his quarters ; and^ the 
following day> that illustrious character proceeded 
OR his j<fiijfQey* 

William duke of Cumberland, second sbn of 
George the second, commander in chief against 
the rebels, was solicited by the lord mayor and 
commonalty, to visit York, when on his return 
to London^ Their invitation, sent by express to 
the duke, was accepted ; and on the twenty-third 
of July he arrived, attended by lords Cathcart 
and Ancram, wit^ several other military oflScers. 
He alighted ^t the precentor's house, in the 
Minster** Yard, (hen occupied by Dr. Sterne; 
and was received by the archbishop, in a very 
polite manner. The two judges of assize, the 
high-sheriff, and several other gentlemen, also 
attended. A collation was prepared at the city's 
expense, of which the duke and the archbishop 
partook. After supper, the lord mayor, alder- 
men, and sheriffs, presented his royal highness 
with the freedom of the city. It was about nine 
o'clock in the evening, when the duke and his 
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»tteii€Utiita arrived, and at twelve the oame pighl 
they departed. 

Many of the rebels, who were at thi» time 
tried at York, were convicted, ^bA twenty^two 
were executed* As on former occasions, the 
heads of two of them, William Conolly (md 
*James Mayne, were placed on iron sp»ke«^ 4»ver 
.Micklegate*Bar« 



SECTION VII* 

Pirtm th^ SebeUiony in 1745^ to the pre$^i Um$. 



JL HE reader has now been conducted through 
all the national events of importance, in which 
the interest of the city of York has been involved* 
He has>*doubtless, contemplated the greatness of 
it's early periods, admired the grandeur of it'a 
pristine glory, and beheld, with feelings of tender 
emotion, the various occurrences which have 
conjointly transmitted to the present generation^ 
the shattered bulwark and the mouldering pile* 
, Associated with contemplations like these, he 
may feel a consciousness of the instability of every 
thing this terrestrial globe can exhibit; and^ 
whilst surveying the faded greatness of the se- 
'cond city in England, may call to mind the 
present degraded state of Athens, the once 
mighty capital of Greece, or dwell, with painful 
musing, on the wasting piles of Imperial Rome, 
her conquering rival, and the great antitype of 
«ur northern metropolis. 
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Struck with the survey, he may join with 
Armstrong J and exclaim : 

" Time shakes the stable tyranny of thrones, 
And tottering^ empires fall by their own weight \ ' 
This huge rotundity we tread, grows old, 
And all those worlds that r6lt around the Sun ! 
The Sun, himself, must .die, and ancient night 
Again involve the desolate abyss !** 

During the latter part of the short period which 
this section embraces, war, with all it's desolating . 
train, has raged on the European apd Asiatic^ 
Continents, and erected it's crimson ^standard on 
the trans-atlantic shores; but, we ou^^ht to re^- 
joice, as a nation, that though we have not beeii 
entirely free from the effects of those awfiil 
events, our own country has escaped the horrors 
attendant on the seat of hostilities. Heiitie littlb 
now remains to be recorded, but such local 
events of a civil nature, as have oci&urred to the 
Inhabitants of York, and claim a place in tfafe 
liistory of our city. 

In the year 1747, as several workmen were 
digging the foundation of a house in' Mick* 
legate, opposite the church of St. Martin, they 
found a curious piece of sculpture^ about t^ 
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•feet below the surfiiLce of the earth, of which the 
Ibllawiiig in an exact resemblance. 




This ancient relic is limestone, two feet three 
inches in length, one foot ten inches and threes 

P3 



j^ HISTORY Of THE 

<|uarters broad, and seven inches ibiok: cum^ 
pletely smooth on the back and edges, and with*' 
out any inscription. 

Drake^ the antiquary, was residfa^ in York, 
when it was found ; about eleven years after the 
publication of his Eboracum. On hearing of the 
circumstance, that gentleman took a drawing of 
it, which he sent to the learned Dr. Stukely. 
The doctor returned the following explanation, 
which was afterwards forwarded, by Mr. Drake,, 
to the Royal Society. 

^' This drawing is a great curiosity. The stone 
irhich it delineates, is a sculpture of Mithrak^ 
as usual, sacrificing a bull. He has on the 
Persian mantle, called candys^ and the Phrygiaik 
bonnet, called tyara. He represents the Archi** 
magus, performing the great annual sacrifice, at 
the spring equinox, according to the patriarchal 
usage. 

" These ceremonies to Mithras, were generally 
celebrated in a cave of a rock; therefore this 
sculpture w^s found so deep iii the earth. 

'* There is commonly a Hgure on each side of 
him, habited in the same planner, standing crosff- 
legged ; the one holds a torch up, the other 
down. Here is only the latter in your sculp*^ 
tare — the other is imperfect. 



«^ Undertietlh » the figure of * horse, ititi- 
mating the fti)n'& oeune ; for, in the time trhen 
the old patridrchal custonift became pMpbitne^ 
and desecrated into Melatry, they made Mithr» 
to be the Apollo, or Sun ; irhence these sCU^^ 
.tares had a number of symbols relating to the 
solar cireuk of the year, througii the tw^lv^ 
Zodia<)al<cenfl(lellations. 

<^ The two figares attending on the Ai'chi^ 
\«iag«8y abe inferior officens to him« There is n 
jnystery in their standing cross-legged, like out 
effigies of Croisaders in cburches, and it meattt 
the same thmg ; for the crosli was one part of th^ 
Mtthriac ceremonies* Tbeie two, by the different 
attitudes of their torches, represent day and nighrf, 
an Mithras r^eseirts the sun. The figure im- 
perfectly drawn at the tail of the horse, is, I 
believe^ a gemos twisted round with a snake ; 
which means the vKality imparted to all things 
by the solar power* 

" The ether figures are too imperfect t6 
"trouble you witb conjectures di!^out them ; but 
they all regard the same design^ 'f hey are offi«- 
elating priests, and are dressed in a symbolic 
manner, to intimate ih^ sutft^^s indUehee and 
annaal mottofi.. 
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'^ The Romans became extremely fond of tlto^ 
Mithrtac sacreds, whence here you find this 
sculpture in the imperial city. I saw an image 
of Mithras, at Chester, and no doubt there are 
many more in Britain. 

^^ St. Jerom, in his epistle to Liete, writei^, 
^^ A few years agor, your cousin, Gncchus, a 
name of Patrician quality, when he was prsefect 
of the city, destroyed, broke, and burnt, the cave 
of JMithras." <^ This was at Rome, and about the 
year 378. Not long after, we may weU imagine^ 
your Roman prefect of York followed bis ex^ 
ample, and demolished the subterranean temple, 
in Mick legate, where this sculpture of him was 
found." 

This curious antique, was formerly in the 
possession of Mrs. Sandercock, of Lendal, in 
this city, by whom it was bequeathed,^ with 
other property, to Doctor Cappe. On the 
decease of that gentleman, it became the pro- 
perty of the present Mrs, Cappe ; to whom the 
author of this work is indebted for a minute ex^ 
amination of the ancient sculpture. 

Some of the figures are defaced ; but when we 
consider that, in all probability, nearly two 
thousand years have elapsed since .the band which 
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Jprtned them mouldered into dust^ our surprise 
«ill be 'excited that time has left so perfect a 
repMie«tation« 

A small pedestal of wood was made, most 
probably at the time the stone was found ; 
and in the front of it, ^ms placed a brief 
description of the sculptdre^ to the following 
purport — ^^ The Basso Relieroes of Mithras, the 
Persian Deity ^^ performing the great annual 
sacritee^ according to patriarchal usage, which 
was worshipped all over the Roman empire, and 
vety much in Britain. One day in the year the 
Bottians celebrated a grand festival to Mifhms, 
who was chiefly worshipped in a rocky cave under 
ground.'^ Beneath this inscri[ltion, is a remark 

* Ijiempriere, in his *^ Classical Dictionary^** says, 
Jlitbras was a god of Persia, supposed to be the Sun, 
or, according to otbers, Venus Urania. His worship was 
introduced at Rome, and the Romans raised him altars, 
on which was this inscription, ^' JDeo Soli MithrWp or, 
Soli Deo invicio Mithrw'^ The Pantheon also informs 
us, that those who desired to become the priests of 
Mithras, were previously obliged to undergo numerous 
hardships, disgraces, stripes, colds, heats, and other 
torments, before they were considered fit for that ex- 
ited station. 
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much defacied^ but which apj^ears ta have been 
a nfkere suppositiou relative to the times of thft 
origin and destruction of tbe idolatMW» caveis 

In the year 1764^ the h^da of two 4k( the 
rebels^ executed in 1746, aiid which* hild.beea 
placed over Micklt^gate-Bary were stolen ffon 
it. Tbe theft . was ejected in the night of tht» 
28th of January, by WiUiam ArvnddU, a.tailor^ 
of York^ assisted by an Irish journeyiMli. lAfg/t 
rewards were immediately offer^d^ for the appre« 
);vension of the offender^ to obtain which the tridi« 
nmn was tempted to betray .bii» master. Arundell 
li^as committed to the jail oik Opse-Bridge, tried^ 
convicted^ and sentenced to two yeairs imprisotir^ 
ment^ to psay a fine of five pounds, and to find 
sureties for his future good behaviour. 

In 1767> fiiev^ral new jTegulations in the militia 
taws, whi<sh obliged the poor to contribute equally 
^ith the rich, were conceived by the former to be 
oppressive and unjust ; and excited considerable 
tumult in the north and east ridings of York* 
shire. Tbe latter is unconnected with the city ; 
but the former, claims our attention.. 

On the fifteenth of September, the day ap« 
pointed for the meeting of the deputy •-lieutenants 
and chief constables for the wapentake of Bulmer^ 
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great numbers of country people, from more tbatt 
thirty parishes, assembled in the city of York^ 
vfith intent to prevent the constables (rom^x^^ 
senting the lists of men tubject' tq th?/ ballot. 
Thus met^ armed with clubi^, and other unlawful 
weapons, they took a circuitous route, through 
Monk-Bar, to the Cockpit^Houftc, wHhoat 
Bootham-Bar. The deputy lieutenants, how-* 
evefy hfid not assembled there ; but some of the 
constables were present, from whoqa the mob 
forced the lists, and after disposing of all t\m 
liquors they could find^ and destroying the i&Hi 
ternal part of the house, they levelled it witli 
the ground. 

Their attention was next directed to the faouM 
of Mr, Bowes, on the opposite side of the street^ 
which met with the same fate as the former* 
Many other persons were pointed out, as friends 
to the obnoxious militia law, and would als6 
have been attacked, had not the lord mayor and 
the high*sheriff of the county quickly appeared 
amongst the rioters; and, by persuasive argu* 
ments and specious promises, soothed their irri« 
tated feelings, so as to induce them to disperse. 

Several of the rioters were afterwards appre-^ 
bended, and tried at the following assizes. They 
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were all acquitted but one ; who, being capitally 
convicted^ received sentence of death, but had 
bis sentence commuted to transportation for life. 

Edward, duke of 'York, passed through this 
city, on the 18th of July, 1761, accompanied by 
Sir William Boothby, hart.. Colonel Morrison, 
and Major St. John. The duke was on a tour 
to Scarborough, for the benefit of his health, and 
tiierefore made no stay in York. Whilst be 
remained at Scarborough, however,* Thomas 
Bowes, esq* the lord mayor, Peter Johnson, esq« 
the recorder, and two senior aldermen, waited 
upon his royal highness, to request that he would 
honor York, on his return, by spending some 
time in the city. The mansion-house of the. lord 
mayor was also offered to the duke, for his ac« 
commodation. A gracious answer was returned ; 
and, on the 19th of August, Edward arrived in 
York. He alighted at the minster, surveyed 
that magnificent building, and then proceeded 
to the mansion-house; Stonegate, through which 
he passed, being lined with Colonel Thornton's 
militia. The lord mayor, recorder, aldermen, 
and sheriffs, were prepared to receive the duke ; 
the recorder, in an address to his royal high- 
mess, also offered him tiic freedom of the city, and 
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tkU mark of respeet meeting his approbationi it 
was prensettted in a gold box, value one hundred 
guineas. The duke dinecl with the lord nayoi; 
at the mansion- house, along with the earl of 
Gainsborough, and a great number of gen* 
tlemen* 

.In the evening, a ball was given at the as^ 
, sembly-rooms. It was opened by the duke, and 
the sister of Sir John Lister Kaye, bart, then 
high*sheriff for the county. This illustrious per- 
sonage, lodged that night at the mansion- honse^ 
and on the following morning, repaired to the 
raee^ground, where he reviewed Thornton's mi- 
litia. He breakfasted at the grand stand, after 
which, he communicated the usual compliments of 
satisfaction, &e^ and proceeded to London. 

On the eighth of January, 1762, war was for- 
mally declared in York, against the king of 
Spain ; and, on the following day, the high** 
sheriff of the county. Sir John Lister Kaye, bart. 
attended by two regiments t>f militia, and many 
gentlemen, caused the under-sheriff to read a 
similar declaration at the castle. 

A terrible hurricane was experienced in York, 
in 1763. It commenced about nine in the even- 
ing of Saturday the first of December, and con* 
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tinued till near eight the uext vibrmng. ^ 
powerful was (he wind, that the weatbereock^ 
and part of the battietnent at the west^^end q( 
tbecathedralf were blown down^ and many housed 
in the city were greatly damaged. 

York was again honoi'ed with the presenccf of 
Edward^ duke of York^ on the eigliteentb of 
August, 1706. Nev^r were the races ao nu* 
merously or so respectably attended, as on thia 
t>ecasion — the splendid retinues of the nobility 
which had resorted to meet the duke, gave ad-> 
ditional brilliancy to the scene, and contributed 
much to the hilarity of the meeting. His royal 
Ittghness attended the service at the cathedral^ 
on the sabbath, and being met at the west door, 
by the residentiary^ the lord mayor, recorder, 
lind others, was ustiered into the archbishop's 
throne, where he heard a discourse by the Rev. 
Ttfr. Sterne. On Monday he left York, pro- 
ceeded towards Scarborough, and again passed 
through this city in September following, on hid 
return to the south. 

The king of Denmark visited York, the thirty- 
first of August, 1768; and^ with many of his 
ifkobles, and officers of state, was accouHnodated 
ai Mr. Bluitt's itin, in Lendal. The evenjng;^ 
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fftf ihatdsy^ the lard mayor and alAertneii waited 
on hit majesty, in the usual manner, and wer^ 
rweived with great respect. The king, however^ 
could not be prevailed upon to remain long in 
York,, but the following morning, after viewing 
ihe joathedral^ and the other objects of public 
intmemtj he hasteiied through Leeds and Man* 
Chester, to i^ondon. 

Theaame year, as some labourers were pre^ 
paring a piece of ground for a garden, near the 
city walls, welt of Micklegate-Bar, they dts- 
coirered a Roman Sepulchre, of a very singular 
ftNrm# Mr^ William White, M. 1). of York, sent 
the following description of it, to the Antiquarian 
Society, of which himself was a member. 

^^ The sepulchre was formed of tiles, being 
three* in length, each twenty inches long, and 
fifteen inches and a half broad, with prominent 
ledgei. These, with the same number on the 
other side, were built up in the form of the roof 
of a house, making a triangle with the ground 
below. This was covered! at the top with semi- 
circular tiles, of a small diameter, so close as io 
prevent the least particle of earth from falling 
within the cavity. * . 
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'^ Each end of the dormitory was closed iritb 
a tile^ of the same form and size as those of the 
sides — On each of these is this inscription i 

LEG. IX. HIS« 

^^ Within the cavity of this sepulchre^ were 
found the remains of a human IxMly^ which seems 
to have been burnt ; among them were a part of 
a thigh-bone^ and the lower jaw broken^ but 
containing all it's teeth. 

^^ There was likewise an urn^ of a bluish-grey 
colour^ containing ashes^ covered with a piece of 
slate. I got it very well preserved^ with one oC 
the same sort, of a smaller size and broken. 
Near to this, was found another earthen vessel of 
ted clay, with a handle to it ; the bottom of it 
was broken off, by the workmen, in hopes of . 
finding treasure, but I believe it contained no- 
thing but common earth. 

^^ They brought me a silver ring, for the finger, 
weighing seven penny* weights, which they said 
was found in the last- mentioned vessel ; but, I 
apprehend this to be a mistake, as it seems not 
to be Roman. 

^^ i was obliged to take the latter part of this 
account from the labourers, as I knew not of the 
discovery, till they brought me the urns, ringt 
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UnA a few coins^ all except one^ much defaced. 
I went immediately, and examined the sepulchre^ 
in siiu, measured the tiles, and secured the two 
end ones, with the inscriptions* The medal is a 
JDomitian, well preserved* RetersCy Fidei 

]?TrBLICAE. 

^' The ninth legion came over into Britain 
under the emperor ClaudiuSy and was surnamed 
JRtspantca; under which title it is mentioned 
by Tacitus* There have been many monuments 
found in Britain^ wherein mention is made of 
this legion ; but, instead of the adjunct flti- 
panicdy all of them have that of Victrix. Thi« 
puzzled Mr. Ilorsley, who, in order to account 
for it, supposed this legion to have been incor- 
porated with the sixth, whose proper title was 
Victrtx, by which the latter became general. 

*^ By this inscription, (the only one yet dis-* 
covered in Britain, in which the ninth legioii 
appears with it's proper title, Hispanicq) we 
know that it retained that name long after it's 
arrival in this island, and when stationed at 
Eboracum. If Mr. Horsley's opinion be true, 
which is very probable, this monument must be 
prior to that period, and consequently to all the 

Q 
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monuments yet discoyered^ in which mention » 
made of this legion. 

^^ This is doubtless the sepulchre of a soldier^ 
belonging to the Legio nana Hispanica.^^ 

Such is the interesting description given of 
this curious relic^ the antiquity of which is so 
fully proved, that further comment is unne* 
cessary. 

In the month of October, 1709, as several 
workmen were employed in preparing the founda- 
tion of a garden wall, between Gillygate and the 
walls of the city, they found a serrated Roman 
silver coin, which from it's extraordinary an- 
tiquity, and peculiar rarity, merits a description 
in this work. On one side was a head in profile, 
and this inscription 2 " CAPIT. CXiil.'' On the 
reverse, were represented two oxen, with the 
yoke on their necks, but no plough : Above them 
was inscribed ^^ cxiit." and, under their feet 

" C. MARI." 

Capita, was the surname of the Marian fa- 
mily ; but, what is meant by cxiii. on each side 
the coin, is difficult to ascertain. It certainly 
cannot have any relation to the number of times 
he was Consul ; as we are informed that he was 
slain in his seventh Consulship, eighty-four years 
prior to the birth of our Saviour. This piece 



itttisi therefore have been struck mare than nine** 
teen hundred years ago* 

An antiquary, who was living when it was 
found, ventured the following conjecture re** 
ttpecting it* '^ As the oxen are sometimes the 
•ymbol of peace, it is not improbable but this 
eoin might have been struck upon Oaius Marius's 
CM>nquest over Jugurtha, one hundred and five 
y^ars before the birth of Christ ; and the year 
before Pompey and Cicero were born ; Or, on hb 
conquest over the Cimbri, when 200,000 men 
ivere slain, and 90,000 were taken prisoners; in 
his fourth Consulship, which was five years after 
C< Marius had defeated Jugurtba.'^ 

As some labourers were digging for gravel on 
the Mount, near the south entrance to the city, 
jn October, 1769^ they discovered the foundation 
of an ancient building ; and on close in vest i« 
gation, part of a vault was also found, in which 
had been deposited a large leaden cofiin* It 
contained a few bones ; but no other fragments 
of antiquity* 

In Drake^s Eboractlm, is the following ob« 
{nervation, which may be considered as having 
reference to the structure just mentioned : "On 
the east side of the Mount, stood formerly the 

Q2 
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chaptsl of St» James^ remarkable for being the 
place from which the archbishops of York begun 
their walk on foot, to the cathedral, at their 
ehthronization ; the cloth, which was spread all 
the way, for that purpose, being afterwards given 
to the poor. This being a chantry chapel, it fell 
at the suppression." Torre also observes: " The 
dean and chapter met the archbishop here, in 
their formalities; who, after being sprinkled 
w^ith holy water, and thurified, then put off his 
shoes, and so proceeded thence barefoot^ (on the 
cloth prepared for the purpose) to the minster; 
being attended by the clergy and people." 

When it is considered that the vault, coffin, 
and it's mouldering contents, were discovered on 
the north side of the road, towards the summit oJT 
the Mount, bearing eastward from it; and ho^ 
wide a difference there is between this sepulchre 
and others found at various times near the same 
spot, we may be justified in concluding that the 
foundations which enclosed them, mark the scite 
of St. James's chapel ; and that the relics of mor- 
tality bespeak some great personage, whose 
friends had chosen this sacred building as a fit 
repository for the mortal remains. 

The ground where the foundations of the 
ehapel of St. James, and the remains of the vault 
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were found, is now the prpperty of V. Beilby, esq. 
who resides within a few hundred yards of the 
spot. \t is close by the road side, is elevated above 
the surrounding country, and though at present 
occiipied by the owqer as an orchard, is generally 
known l^y the pame of the Mill- Hill, from the 
circumstance of a building of that sort having been 
erected upon it, in modern times. No remains 
of the chapel or vault are now to be seen ; nor 
dpes the hiU present to the eye any peculiar ap- 
pearance, calculated to raise in the mind of tlie 
stranger, the least idea of it's former importance. 
Jn one part of the orcharc), however, is a curious 
piece of grit stone, of a round or rather an ov^l 
forip, and completely flat at the top, probably the 
.pedestal for an image. Whether this belonged 
to the chapel, or is a relic of more anoient date, 
C£|nnqt easily be determined, since it has not any 
ini^cription, or other mark of Roman origin. 

In an adjoining field, the property of the saine 
gentleman, is another hill or piece of rising 
ground ; which, when struck upon by any hard 
substance, yields a hollow sound. By this, it is 
t*gbJy probable, that a subterranean repository 
or vault, would be found beneath, was Uie hill 
opened for the purpose, where some warriojrs Qf 
oli| piay have loi^g reposed. 
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A foot road winds near the spot^ aiid as the 
contemplative stranger passes by, a single tree 
crowning the summit of the hill, with the herbage 
rounds may call to his recollection that passage 
in Ossian's Poems, which, in a most admirable 
manner, describes these dgrmitpries of the dead ; 

<* A tree, with scarce a l^afr-Long grass, that 
whistles in the wind, mark, to the hunter^s eye, the 
grave of the Mighty ; whose voice was like a stream 
after rain^^Uke thunder on dfstant hUUy 

Whilst musing over thiji deserted mound, the 
eye and the mind will naturally be led to wander 
around the neighbouring plain ; where many urns, 
ashes, skeletons, and other remains, have fre* 
quently been found ; and to whose cold embraces, 
no doubt, have been consigned, the great, the 
wealthy, and the gay, the man of splendid talent, 
and the lovely form which shone in bright per- 
fection; all which have rested, undisturbed, long 
mouldering through successive ages. Seldom in- 
deed, has any part of the Mount been explored 
much below the surface, without some new disco* 
very of this nature. The cause of those remains 
being there deposited, will however, be treated of 
under a distinct head, in another part of this work^ 
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In the month of August, 1770, part of the 
fpundation of a Tempfe, of Roman brick work, 
was found in Friars' Oard^ns^ near Toft-Green^i 
about two feet belpw the surface of the earth. 
It was so firiply pen^ept^d, a^ ten re$isit the stroke 
of a pick { and it's fprm, was a semicircle, the 
other half being iinder an adjoining hou^e. Be«> 
penth this fragmept^ was a flat grit stone, three 
feet long, two feet one inch broads and »Bye|i 
incheit thick ; oa which nm the follQwinjg in* 
8crij,»tion. i^'.'.^ <;ur'»oi:A iHi'i^'^l >^.)rkj ta ^ • f v line 
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A foot road winds near the spot^ aiid as the 
contemplative stranger passes by, a single tree 
crowning the summit of the hill, with the herbage 
rounds may call to his recollection that passage 
in Ossian's Poems, which, in a most admirable 
manner, describes these dormitories of the dead ; 

<^ A tree, with scarce a Uafr-Long grass^ thai 
whistles in the wind, marky to the hunter's eye, the 
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In the month of August, 1770, part of the 
fpundation of a Temple^ of Roman brick work, 
was found in Friars' Oard^ns^ near Toft-Green^ 
about two feet belpw the surface of the earth- 
It was so firmly pen^epted, as; tq revisit the stroke 
of a pick \ and it's form, was a semicircle, the 
other half being under an adjoining hou^e. 3e«> 
l^enth this fragmeqt) was a Aat grit stone, three 
feet Ipng, two feet one inch bfoad^ and seveii 
inches thick; oft which ^aa the following in^- 
9criptioti, and curious carved work, in very fine 
preservation. 






DEOrSAHCrO 

5ERAPI 
TEMPLVM^A50 

LO'J^ECIT y[@^ 

QLfUERONY 

LEG'YIvVICT. 



The inscription maybe thys translated : — This 

TEMPLE, SACRED TO THE QoDy SeR^PIS,^ WKH 
Sfi^CTJ^D, 4 SofOy FROftI THfi QflO^ND, BY CmU-* 
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PIUS Herontmianus^ legate, or Lieutenant^ of 
THE Sixth Conquering Legion. 

Serapis was a great Egyptian deity, known by 
the three names of Osiris, Apis, and Serapis. 
Osiris, in the heathen mythology, is represented 
as the son of Jupiter and Niobe, but is said to have 
been killed by his brother Typhon* The super- 
stition of the Egyptians, who believed the doctrine 
of Metempsychosis, induced them to imagine that 
the soul of Osiris had, after leaving the human 
form, entered that of an ox ; this animal having 
been of very essential service in the cultivation 
of the ground, and Osiris having introduced agri- 
culture into Egypt. Apis is the IBgyptian name 
for an ox ; and this name was afterwards altered to 
Serapis. Memphis, Alexandria, Caiiopus,an((| the 
great city of Athens, bad each a magnilicep|; Rip- 
ple dedicated to thi^ idol ; and his worship ][ras i|i« 
troduQcd also at Borne by the emperor Antoninjus 
Pius^ in the year 146 : thence, no doubj;, it jiiad 
been brought to this country, by the Bomans, and 
thus had occasioned the erection of a temple 
sacred to Osiris, in the ancient and then splendid 
city of £boracuin« 

IJaving explained the inscription, it will now 
be proper to notice the carving on each side of it, 
These are clearly emblematic of circumstances 
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connected with this object of idolatrous veneration* 
Dr. Adams^ in his treatise on Roman Antiquities^ 
says : ^^ Animals were joined to a carriage, by whajfc 
was called a Jugum (a yoke) usually made of 
wood ; but sometimes also of metal, placed upon 
the neck ; one yoke commonly upon two, of a 
crooked form, with a bend for the neck of each.'* 
Such are the crooked figures here represented, 
at each end of which the hoof of an ox is 
evidently pourtrayed. The two* small wheels 
which are placed near them, seem also to de« 
note the agricultural pursuits in which the oit 
was chiefly employed, and for which it was 
deified by the Egyptians, The wheals might also 
have another signification ; being, by their rotup^ 
dity, emblematic of eternity ^ and hence, of thp 
supposed endless duration of the god Serqpis. 

GouGH, in his edition of Camden's BritAxN?j^, 
mentions this inscription, though in a very brief 
manner, without attempting any explanation, or 
ever noticing the jugum or the wheels. IJe, 
however, remarks that Mr, Pegge refers it to the 
time of Hadrian or sooner ; and adds, that several 
coins of Nerva, Trajan, and Hadrian, were found 
along with it. 

This curious memorial of Boman idolatry, was 
immediately removed from the place where it 
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had SQ long been deposited; apdj in the year 
l7S5y it was in the possession of the late Francis 
Smithj esquire^ F. S, A. then residing at New- 
buildings^ near Thirsk, m this county. 

As some workmen wei^e digging a drain from 
the north-east of Davygate, to the corner of 
Lendal, in the year 1770^ they discovered the 
foundation of three walls pr buttresses;, about 
seven feet below the surface of the ground* They 
were from nine feet and a half to eleven feet and 
a half broad ; about three feet distant from each 
other ; and were composed of pebbles strongly ce* 
mented;, the space between the wal)s being se- 
curely filled with clay, Gough says, they were 
supposed to have been built by the Romans, to 
prevent the Ouae ft'om overflowing the city. 

The sanie year, several antique ren^ains were 
fonnd by Mr. Thonias Peckwith> in a piece of 
ground on the banks of the river Quse, which 
had been opened as a gravel pit, situate about a 
mile and a half east ffom the city. They con- 
sisted of several fragments of Roman earthen^ 
ware: part of the bottom of a Patera ^, in- 

* Patera^ amongst tbe Romans, inras ^ ^blet, or vessel 
if gold, silver^ marble^ brass, glass, snd ^ometime^ of 
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scribed CA)^IASF — Another was also founds on 
which opHiLAS^ with several other names^ ap« 
peared very legibly. Within the compass of 
fifty or sixty yards^ were likewise many more 
pieces of pater® and urns^ some very large ves- 
sels^ part of a patera much superior to the rest, 
being adorned with representation^ of vine leaves 
f — part of ap urn of crystal— -an iron flesh fork> 
and a piece of brass. But amongst all these 
fragments^ oijly one perfect ujrn, with it's cover, 
was found* 

The most remarkable circumstance^ however, 
connected with this discovery, was^ that a stratum 
of oyster shells appeared fo have been laid about 
two feet^ in some parti; three, and in others nearly 
five, below the surfs^ce, und i^bpve them wa? a 
i^ort of rich bl^ck earth, like sopt mixed with 



earth, out of which they made libations, and offered con- 
,secrated meats, to the gods, in sacrifice. The patera Ut 
frequently found represented on medals, in the bands of 
the emperors, and whei^ thus placed, implies (he junction 
of the sacerdofai with the imperial authority. Th^a 
vessel, after having served for funeral libations, was sonie* 
times inclosed in the urn prepared for the ashes of the 
departed. The name patera is derived from pateo, af| 
l^en vestifeL ^ 
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oil; among which were found pieces of burnt 
wood. Upon this singular substance^ were scat- 
tered great numbers of bones of cattle ; chiefly 
heads and ribs. In one part were many heads of 
beasts laid together ; and^ in several others, bones 
mixed with earth and fragments of earthen 
vessels. Not far fromthose^ the earth, about 
three feet below the present surface, was dis- 
coloured and greasy, as though it had been 
soaked with blood to the depth of two feet. 

This unusual appearance, tended, with con- 
necting circumstances, to impress upon the minds 
of the antiquaries who examined the whole, a 
firm idea that a Roman temple had formerly 
stood there, and that those were the remains of 
the sacrifices and other ceremonies, customary in 
the dark ages of Pagan idolatry. 

The preceding account is mentioned by Gouffh, 
who says, th&t in the following year, 1771, a si- 
milar discovery was made in another gravel-pit, 
not far from the former. The particulars of 
the latter he gives in the following words: — 
^^ A fragment of a patera, secespita, a flesh fork 
with th^ prongs bent down, brass needle, large 
iron bolt, two square studs of brass, a whole 
patera with ears, two others broken, one of them 
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aclorned with men and beasts^ another with vine 
leaves and branches — a small urn, of coarse red 
clay, with a cover of bluish clay-^-a small broken 
patera — a fragment of a light coloured coarse 
cover, with two ears ; and various fragments of 
urns. Within this pit, between layers of earth 
and gravel, was another of black earth inter- 
mixed with burnt wood, and under it, a layer of 
faster shells. In the middle of the pit was a 
hillock of the same strata, mixed with fragments 
of urns, some inscribed, ofroni, caiv4s, &c. Some 
of larger ones, and of paterse, adorned with vine 
and ivy branches, lions, tygers, fawns piping on 
double flutes, &c." 

An antique brass flaggon was also found by a 
neighbouring farmer, whilst ploughing in a field 
near the city. It's weight was seventeen pounds^ 
four ounces and a half, the lid alone weighing 
three pounds and six ounces. This ancient ves- 
sel was calculated to contain in quantity about 
five of our modern pints; it stood on three 
legs, and the top of the lid represented a head or 
face apparently connected with the heathen my- 
thology, but without any inscription. It was not, 
in any other respect, worthy the attention of the 
antiquary. 



On the 22nd of October, 17T2, the French &rA^ 
bassador. Count de Guigues, being on a toiti^ ia 
the north, visited York. He took up his quarters^ 
at the Hotel, now occupied by Mr^ Etridge, in 
Blakestreet, and wtis immediately honored with 
a guard of Oeneral Mordattnt^s dragoons; but 
not approving the formality, he gave the men 
twelve guineas, and dismissed them. He arrived 
on the evening of Thursday, and left York on 
the following Sunday morning. 

In November, 1773, Mr. I^owell, the cele- 
brated pedestrian, engaged for a considerable 
Wager, to Mfalk frdlil London to York, and back 
t6 the former eity^ iil six days. He commenced 
^is task on the morning of Monday, the 2dth of 
November, atid arrived In York, about half-past 
two in the afternoon of Wednesday. Great 
numbers of people had assembled for miles on 
the road, waiting his arrival; some of whom 
endeavoured to keep phce with hiip, but in vain# 
The distance from Tadcaster to York, .is nine 
miles, which he performed in one hour and seven 
minutes 

After taking some refreshment, and having 
reposed in bed about an hour and a half, he re-' 
commenced his journey in disguise, in order i0 
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avoid the intrusion of the crowd. About half- 
pBist thtee on Saturday, he reached Barnet; 
and was escorted frotn that place, by at least 
five hundred horsemen, to Hick's Hall, London ; 
where he arrived at half past six, that evening. 
Powell again performed the same engagement, 
in June, 1783, in August, 1790, and also iii July, 
1792, in five days and about sixteen hours. 

The indignant feelings of the lower class of 
the citizens of York, were, in January, 1777, 
much excited, by the presence of a " Press 
Oang;^^ and on the morning of Sunday the 
26th of that month, the lord mayor received an 
anonymous letter, with the York post mark 
upon it, threatening that if those men were not 
sent from the city on or before the following 
Tuesday, his lordship's own dwelling, and the 
Mansion- House also, should be burned to the 
ground. 

The lord mayor and commonalty answered 
this villanous letter, by publicly offering one 
hundred guineas reward, for the discovery of the 
offender. It was certainly a very proper mode 
of proceeding ; still, we cannot but here express 
our detestation of an infringement on British 
liberty, by which many poor men are torn away 
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withoiii preparation, and often without hope^ 
from all the endearments of social life, to bravdf^ 
the dangers of the ocean, io fight^ and pro-* 
bably to fall, a sacrifice at the shrine of am-» 
bition. " Shall the sword devour for ever !" 
Surely the demon of war may be satiated with 
the millions of victims that have been immolated 
within the last few years ; ' and we may hope to 
see the time approaching, when " nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more!'' Isa. ii. 4. 

On the first of May, the same year, William 
Cock, a sailor from Doncaster, announced that be 
would that day leap into the river, from the bat- 
tlement of Ouse-Bridge, an elevation of thirty- 
seven feet. The performance of this extraor- 
dinary leap, though considered by many as highly 
improbable, was witnessed both on that and on 
the following day, without any injury being sus- 
tained by the poor man; for whom a liberal 
subscription was immediately made. 

A slight shock of an earthquake was felt in 
York, on Sunday the fourteenth of September, 
1777. It was of short continuance here, but was 
experienced at the same time more seriously, in 
Leeds and Manchester. 
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Bumours of an intended inrasion of England^ 
by France and Spain, assisted by the Dutch, 
being prevalent in the year 1782, orders 'were 
issued by government for a general association, 
to enable the inhabitants of Britain to resist tlie 
coflobia^d efforts of her enemies. On the 10th of 
May, an express to that purport, arrived in 
York. The lord mayor immediately called a 
general meeting ; and it was resolved, that a corps 
of gentlemen volunteers should be embodied, who 
would provide their own arms and accoutrements, 
but should not be under any other control thaii 
that of the civil magistrates. It was also agreed 
that four companies of men in humbler life, one for 
each ward, should be raised, supported, and paid 
out of a general subscription for the purpose. The 
latter, however, were to be under military law, 
and liable to be marched out to any part of the 
kingdom, in case of actual invasion or rebellion J 
but not on any other account. 

Those resolutions being unanimously passed^ 
a committee of the principal gentlemen of the 
city was iram'ediately formed, to carry them 
into effect. The efforts of this committee were 
warmly seconded by the corporation of York, the 
members of which assembled a few days after^^ 

R 
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and generously voted the sum of five hundred 
pounds^ in aid of the patriotic cause. 

In the course of this year^ the names of the se* 
veral streets were first placed at the respectire 
comers ; in imitation of the same useful plan in 
London; no such regulation having ever been 
.previously adopted at York. The houses in 
our city are, however, not yet numbered as 
in the capital of the kingdom — this improve- 
ment remains to be effected at some future time. 
When it's population and trade shall become 
more considerable than at present, it will be need- 
ful ; and even now, in a city so much visited by 
strangers, it would be no small accommodation. 

There is another regulation observed in the 
metropolis, which if generally adopted in our 
venerable city, would afford both to strangers 
and residents, a considerable alleviation of the 
difficulty arising from it's narrow streets and con- 
sequent narrow foot pavenients. Those who have 
been accustomed to pass much on foot in London, 
and many other large places, will perceive that 
the rules for walking are here alluded to — they 
are few and simple. Foot passengers should 
always move to the right, by which they would 
pass each other on the left side, and thus avoid 
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ttmt obstruction and dodging of one another^ in 
attempting to pass^ which not unfrequently occurs 
wheii two parties arrive at the same spot^ who are 
equally disposed to be polite and give way to 
tbone they meet. 

That celebrated statesman^ the Marquis of 
Bockingham^ whose memory is dear to every 
Yorkshireman^ and whose virtues commanded 
universal admiration^ departed this life in July, 
1782* His remains were conveyed to York, for 
interment in the cathedral; and the mournful 
Occasion presented to the view of our citizens^ 
a scene of such extraordinary attachment and 
respect, as perhaps may never be excelled in any 
age or country. 

It having been intimated that the funeral ce- 
remony would be performed on the twentieth of 
July, a great number of gentlemen, including 
several members of the Rockingham Club*, as-» 
sembled about two o'clock, in the Minster* Yard ; 
and thence proceeded in a body to Dringhouses, 
about a mile and a half from the city. At this 
place they met the corpse, attended by a nu- 



* A political society, formed in York imder the pa- 
tfoaage of this exalted character; but which has long 
Wen dissolved, and is now nearly forgotten. 
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nerous Gafakade, which they joined ; and the 
processioa^ with ajow a^d solemn pace^ moved 
towards the city> where they arrived art four ia 
the afternoQji^ ia the following order : 

ABOUT TWO HUNDRED CITIZENS ON HORSEBACK, TWO AND TWO. 

THE STANDARD AS LORD LIEUTENANT OF THE COUNTY, 
CnrUA hy a, gentlmm on. hprafibfuM h the end ke^d by aw^kar on/ftoL 

TWO GEN7LE1|«K ON «K>II6E^ACK. 

THE BANNER OF THE ORDER OF ST. GEORaE, 

Carried by,a geniUman on horseback^ the Marquis being of the Moei NobU 
Order of the Garter, 

TWO GENTLEMEN ON HORSEBACK. 

THE GREAT BANNER OF THE FAMILY ARMS, &C., 
Carried by a gentleman on horseback, 

THE CORONET ON A CRIMSON CUSHION, WITH GOLD FRINGE, &Ci 
Carried by a gentlemen on horseback, bareheaded. 

I 
THE HOARSE, COVERED WITH ESCUTCHEONS, &C.> 

Containing the Body in a Cojffin, covered with crimson velvety superbly 
ornamented, 

ON EACH SIDE THE HEARSE THE BANNEftOLS 

Fainted wit A the Marriages of his Lbrdship^s family^ and carried bjf a gentleman 

on horseback, attended by eight Pages on foot, 

SIX MOURNING COACHES WITH SIX HORSES EACH, 
AND TWENTY CARRIAGES WITH THE PRINCIPAL GENTLEMElC 
OF THE COUNTY AND CITY, 
Who came to attend the funeral of their much beloved and lamented friend. 

On the entry of the corpse at the west end of 
the minster^ it was met by the dean, residentiarieSj^ 
prebendaries, &c., who preceded it to the choir^t 
«iDging the service. The body was placed there 
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daring the evening prayers — ihen carried to the 
Yault> and deposited with great solemnity. 

Such were the honors paid to the remainli of 
this exalted statesman^ whose patriotic coursb 
presents to his successors an ample ftind for 
reflection^ and a bright and m>bl<& exatnple (|gMr 
their imitation. 

So may the people's care uttend 
Each statesman^ that's his eountry^s friend! 
And great and grateful honors bloom. 
For e\er, round the paf riof d tomb ! 

The winter of 1 784, was extremely severe, all 
over Europe. In England, the severity was 
experienced as much as in any other country; 
and that period was remarkable at York for a 
very intense frost, ^nd a heavy fall of snow. The 
river Ouse was frozen so firmly, that during 
eight successive weeks, it was frequented by the 
most timid with the utmost confidence, th6 same 
as terrajirma. The greatest inconvenience occa- 
sioned to the inhabitants by this frost, arose from 
the scarcity of coals ; for though they were brought 
up to the city by land, the price was considerably 
enhanced with the land carriage ; and they were 
sold at from twenty-six to thirty shillings per 
chaldron, which was then thought extremely 

high : and is double the present price. 

B3 
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Under these circumstances, the labouring 
classes of society were becoming much distressed; 
but the liberality of the citizens of York, which 
has long been proverbial, was not less eonspi*- 
cuous than usual. On this occasion, a consider- 
able subscription was raised, to purchase bread 
and coals ; and those two important pecessaries 
of life Tv^re distributed gratis, to upwards of six 
thousand indigent individuals, 

The thaw was welcomed with grateful feelings 
by all; but tb^ effects it produced were very 
Ui T>Ieasant, and completely without precedept. 
The Ouse was so extremely high, that the walet 
wa ) a considerable depths eyen on the high rond 
without Castlegate Pqstern; the houses there 
were all inundated, i^nd the water increased till 
it also extended within the Postern up Oastlegate- 
Jjane, pow called Tower-Street. . Ip Witlmgate, 
the evil w^s more seriously felt, and the inha- 
Ijitants were obliged to piove about in carts. 
But this difficulty did pot long continue ; for, on 
the ninth of March, the river subsided, the coal 
sloops came up, and trade begata to r^sppie it's 
customary appearance. 

The sufferings caused by the slave trade, were 
long an object of painful anxiety in tb^ piinds pf 
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many benevolent inhabitants of York; through 
whose endeavours^ a public meeting was called^ 
in 1 788, to take the subject into more, serious 
consideration. At that meeting, it was deter- 
mined to. address parliament on the complete 
abolition of all such inhuman traffic; and a pe-» 
tition, signed by eighteen hundred citizens of 
York, was accordingly transmitted to the Hon* 
Lord Viscount Gal way, and B. iS. Milnes, esq., 
on Wednesday the sixth, of February, in that 
year, to be presented to the House of Commons. 
80, early an interference in the cause of humanity^ 
evinced a nobleness of feeling which mu$t com* 
mand admiration ; and is an honorable trait . in 
the character of our city. 

York has not often been honored by the visits 
of any of the present royal family of Great 
Britain. One instance of this, however, occurred 
in 1789, which deserves attention. On Monday 
the thirty- first of August, in the race- week, their 
royal highnesses, the prince of Wales and the 
duke of York, arrived on the race-ground^ in 
their carriage. They alighted at some distance 
from the Grand Stand, whence they rode about 
on horseback, in order to gratify public curiosity 
with a sight of their persons. When the races 

B4 
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were conddded^ they repaired io the carriage of 
earl Fitzwilliain^ in which they proceeded toward^t 
the city. The populace observing their approadi, 
assembled without Micklegate-Bar^ took the 
horses from the carriage^ and drew them through 
the streets with loud congratulations. 

On the following day the members of the cor-* 
poration went in procession^ from the Guildhall 
io the deanery, whither the royal visiters had re- 
paired* They were preceded by a band of 
music, and during an interview with the prince, 
presented to him the following address, accom* 
panied by an elegant gold box, inclosing the 
freedom of the city* 

To his Royal Highness, George Prince of Waies. 
May it please jour Royal Highness, 

The Lord Mayor and Corporation of the City of York, 
animated with the most lively gratitude for the high ho- 
nour conferred on this ancient city by your presence, beg 
leave to approach your royal person with the utmost 
respect and most cordial affection. This honour, Sir, is 
greatly increased by your royal highness being the only 
heir apparent to the imperial crown of this realm, whom 
they have ever bad the felicity personally to address. 

They cannot resist the present favourable opportunity 
of compressing their just admiration of, and unfeigned ac« 
knowledgments for^ the wisdom and moderation which s^q 
eminently distinguished the affectionate and princely con- 
duct of your royal bighnesis^ in the most awful and trying 
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«itu2ltiofi, when all men looked up to your royal highness 
for protection, with the fullest assurance of receiving it ; 
and blessed as this kingdom hath been by Divine Provi- 
deneC) in the happy recovery of our most gracious sove- 
reign, for whom they entertain the warmest senthnents of 
duty and loyalty, it is their fervent prayer that when it 
shall please the Almighty to call his majesty to a heavenly 
throne, your royal highness may succeed him in the 
hearts and affection of a free, brave, and loyal people, 
and long live to reign over them with the happiness and 
glory of a patriot king. 

Your royal highness is respectfully entreated, to permit 
your royal name to be enrolled amongst the Freemen of 
this ancient city, and to accept the freedom thereof; which 
is thus humbly offered for your royal higbness's graqious 
reception. 

To this Address, his RoyalHighness was pleased 
to return the following Answer : 

My Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

I thank you for your loyal and affectionate Address, 
and for the satisfaction which you express at my visit to 
the city of York. 

It gives me very sincere pleasure that my conduct has 
been properly understood by you, and that my opinions as 
to the powers necessary to have been trusted to me for the 
general welfare, have not been mistaken by the respectable 
citizens of York, for an extravagant lust of power, or an 
unbecoming haste to assume that seat, which to be called 
to as late as possible, is the constant and warmest wish of 
my heart. Impelled with these sentiments, I must, above 
^11 others, rejoice in that happy event which is the subject 
of your joyful congratulations, and which touches my feel- 
|pp pot mori^ as ag affectionate son, than as ^a^ person 
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the most interested in e^ery thing which oonoerns the 
prosperity and happiness of the reahn. 

I with pleasure accept the freedom of this ancient 
city, and your offer of enrolling my name amongst it's 
citizens. 

On the following Thursday^ his royal highness 
dined with the lord mayor, at the mansion-house; 
in company with the dukes of Norfolk, Bedford, 
and Queensberry ; the earls of Derby, Kinnoul, and 
Fauconberg ; the lords Clermont, Downe, Lough- 
borough, Henry Fitzgerald, Rawdon, Fitzroy, 
Fielding, Grey, and Geo. H. Cavendish ; Sir 
Thomas Dundas, Sir William Milner, Sir James 
St. Clair, Sir John Ramsden, Sir Watts Horton, 
Sir John Borlase Warren, Sir J. WoUey Gar- 
diner, Sir John Eden, Sir Charles Turner, Sir 
George Armytage, Sir James Ibbetson, and se- 
veral other gentlemen. 

The presence of those two royal personages, 
contributed much to the advantage of the citizens; 
for during the short time they stayed, York 
was crowded with nobility. On the following 
Saturday, they proceeded to Castle-Howard, the 
seat of the earl of Carlisle ; having previously 
ordered lieutenant-colonel St. Leger to pay into 
the hands of Walter Fawkes, esquire, then high 
sheriff of the county. Two Hundred Guineas, 
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for the relief of debtors iu the castle. They also 
gave twenty guineas to the gaoler, for the pur- 
pose of clothing some female convicts, Mho had 
been ordered for transportation. In addition to 
those benevolent donations, the prince of Wale» 
discharged the debts of three prisoners in Ouse- 
bridge gaol ; and performed several other acts of 
<^harity. 

On Monday, ia the August race- week of 1791, 
the great statesman Charjes James Fox, honored 
this city with his presence, accompanied by earl 
Fitzwilliam. They were both ia one carriage; 
and the populace, hotving asjjembled without 
the city, took the liorses from the carriage, and 
drew it, through the principal streets^ to the 
deanery^ 

A meeting of the ^corporation was soon after 
called, at which the following resolution was 
unanimously passed: " Resolved — That the free- 
dom of this city shall be presented to the Bight 
Hon. Charles James Fox, in a gold box, of the 
value of fifty guineas ; as a proof of the high 
respect and sincere gratitude of this corporation, 
for the constant and beneficial exertion of his 
brilliant and unrivalled abilities, in support of 
the British constitution, upon the true principles 
pf the glorious revolution ; of the just rights of 
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every degree of citizens ; and the peace^ liberty^ 
and happiness of mankind.'* 

The above resolution was carried into effect on 
the following day ; and on the gold bo3( was this 
inscription : 

THE CORPORATiaN OP THE CITY OF YORH 

PRESENTED 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX^ 

WITH THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY, 

AUGUST 25th, 1791, 

tHOMAS WILSON, ESQUIRE, 
LORD MAYOR. 

In the year 1794, the country at large being 
m a very unsettled and alarming state^ a general 
meeting of the inhabitants of York was convened^ 
in June, by the lord mayor^ to consider the 
most advisable means of insuring public tran- 
quillity. At this meeting, it was resolved that 
the most respectable inhabitants should be en- 
rolled into different corps of infantry, and provide 
themselves with uniform, &c. ; but that the non- 
commissioned officers should be regularly paid 
by a general subscription raised on purpose^ to- 
wards which our corporation generously gave, as 
on the former occasion, five hundred pounds. 

On the 28th of December following, these 
Joyal infantry assembled on Knavesmire^ and 
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were {xresented with colours^ in the presence of 
&n immense concourse of people^ by the ]ady 
mayoress^ in the general name of the ladies of 
York. The chaplain also attended^ and per- 
formed the usual ceremonies. 

The succeeding year, a very great scarcity of 
wheat was experienced throughout England* 
It was no where more seriously felt than at York ; 
and the corporation accordingly resolved to pur- 
chase a large quantity in Scotland, for the relief 
of the citizens. Four hundred quarters of wheat 
were immediately agreed for; and other measures 
were adopted for the general advantage of the 
community. 

In November, the same year, 1795, his royal 
highness, prince William Frederick of Gloucester, 
visited Scarborough; and on his return to the 
south, spent some time Ui York. He was pre- 
sented with the freedom of the city in a gold box, 
with the cttsiomary formalities; and after re- 
maining here till Tuesday the twelfth of January, 
1796, departed southward, highly gratified with 
the attention paid him by all the inhabitants. 

On the twelfth of December, 1796, died at her 
house in Micklegate, Mrs. Mildred Bourchier^ 
relict of John Bourchier, of Beningbrough^ esq.^ 
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Vf hose death is rendered remarkable by the eii'^ 
camstanee of a small Roman altar of stone being 
found amongst her furniture. It was about tea 
inches in height^ six idches id breadth at the base, 
near four and a half in the middle, and about 
five inches and a half at the summits It's form 
is represented below ; and the inscription, though 
rather defaced by time> has been copied with 
great accuracy^ 




The above altar was presented, by Anthony 
Thorpe, esq., of this city, to the Dean of York^ 
who immediately deposited it in the minster 
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library, where it now remaiDS— an interesting 
object to the curious. 

It seems to have been a votive aUar, dedicated 
by a soldier in the Sixth Legion^ to the mother 
of the emperor Antoninus Pius ; but the in- 
■cription is one of those^ respecting which there 
fir#^ vi^r'v-KN opinions, IT?/ Tl '".■", > Tjo T- a 

!'"> whom <iH* a.<:i ;>«• o** ilis ^^cyk i^ )>**:v *. 

!*4vir.'^ M^it^' i fo ti»'^ ri«*v. Ci« . r.^^* \oMr';, a 
\y(::\ k\:(*vrn hn'i.'.'ajiv tt WhftlA, ou lU<' siJ^.^'^t, 
r<ceivt''! tli<* f<>:-jj*'-:r.i» in ajt-:w€r: vvi:!i Iravc- for 

*' 1 r.u^' tl«o In^rnpfon tiiv- : 

MkfJil AN'iOM.VT ril A\J.;sn NOSMU 

/ 

MAHCJ'S VIMItlS INVS VF- 

VO'J I Ml S'M VJ'V lJBLMi:iSi>ii: >.4'.rio v'^ 

MARCUS MiNUMVS DE^ for that is a more obvious 
* Query- — Meritqb. 
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reading, and requires less supplement than tbe 
above : but I do not find minlmu8 among Boman 
names. Yet, it might be* a name as well as 
Maximus—We have Littles ia our country, as 
well as Mickles. Had there been another nanie 
besides the M. for Marcus, it m^ht possibly have 
been read as an adjective — ^^ the Ijeast <^ the 
soldiers," &c«, which would have made the sol* 
dier and his altar agree pretty well in sixe. Had 
the penult letter of the second line been a P, the 
reading might have been ^^ M« Minutius wuper 
miles," &c. but it appears to be a D in the 
drawing. 

^' If I recollect right, you supposed Suber fo 
denote an office* , but I rather consider it a mis- 
take for SUPER, B. and P. being often interchanged 
in inscriptions. 

" Of the reading which I have given of the 
first line, I have scarcely any doubt. Nothing 
was more common than to vote altars, to the 
mothers and wives of emperors, and other such 
home-made deities. Antoninus was a name so 
common among the emperors, that we need not 
wonder to find only the initial A. Whether this 
was the emperor to whom the name Antoninus 

* Perhaps thi^ office of Under Paymaster; 
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t^ius is now restricted ^ or whether it might be 
Caracalla (who, by the bye^ had no good claim 
to the epithet PiusJ or some other emperor^ I 
will not venture to determine." 

The foregoing explanation having been shown 
to B. Surtees^ esquire^ the Durham antiquary 
and historian^ that gentleman expressed much 
doubt as to the reading of unus de militibus^ 
supposing the name of M. Minutius is followed 
by his third name, which every Roman possessed^ 
as Caius Julius CuBsar^ &c., or eke by his 
style of odlce ; as it might be Tribune Standard 
Bearer, &c. The same gentleman doubted the 
rei^ding of scber, he having never seen B sub- 
stituted for P^ in any Roman inscription; and 
remarked, that if it would allow to be read sub tr 
it might be translated Sub Tribune of the Sixth 
Legion. 

Such was the information the author had col- 
lected, without being able to ascertain where this 
altar was originally found ; when he accidentally 
met with a description of it in Gough's Camden's 
Britannia. That writer informs us it was found 
in Micklegate, by workmen when digging a drain 
in the middle of the street. He says that in 1785^ 
he could not hear any thing of the altar ; but 

S 
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that a drawing of it had been communicated to 
the society of antiquaries^ and that Mr» Drake 
iread the inscription as follows: 

Matribus Ailta Genio 
Marcus Minutius Aude 
Miles legionis VI. Vietricis 
Gubernator legionis VI. 
Votuni solvit lubens merito. ' 

In the same work is also the following remairk 
on the subject: ^^ Mr. Hill, in the Gentleman's 
Magazine of 1753, page 269, dedicated it to the 
same deities. Some observations on it by Mr. 
Ward, inserted in the Society's Register, do not 
now appear ; but Mr. Pegge, from a copy in the 
Gentleman's Magazine of 1752, page 402, read it 

Marti iETolico AFro ITAlico GAUico 
Marcus MINVtius MVREna 
MILes LEGIonis VI« VICtricis 
GVBERnatori LEGionis Vl^' 
Votum Solvit Lubentissime Merito. 

The opinions of those several gentlemen haying 
now been given, with an accurate representation 
of the inscription, taken immediately from the 
altar; the reader will himself judge as to the 
correctness of each. 
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Several other antique remains wer^ found 
along with this altar, about eight or ten feet deep 
in the earth. The workmen met with two or 
three firm pavements of pebble, one below ano- 
ther, beneath which were several fragments of 
beautiful red glazed paterae, adorned with figure* 
of birds, dogs, vines, &c. ; and on one of them was 
inscribed ianvf; there Were also several altars, 
one not above eight inches high, with a cavity on 
the top, but without any inscription. A small 
curious earthen lamp was found near them, and 
some Roman coins of Constantine the great. 

On Monday, the I9th of June, 1802, as work- 
men were digging for the foundations of the 
New Gcu^l, near the scite of the Old Baile Hill, 
about one hundred silver pennies of William the 
Conqueror were found, in good preservation. On 
some of them was represented the side face of 
that monarch, and on others his full face, with a 
canopy over the head — styled a canopy type; 
which mark of distinction renders the coin more 
valuable from the scarcity of those so distin- 
guished. They are supposed to have been 
struck at York, from the circumstance of the 
word Etorwickj being on the reverse ; and may 
probably have lain in the ground nearly eight 

S2 
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hundred years ; for the O>riqueror besieged York 
in 1070, and the city surrendered to him after 
a defence of six months* 

At the time the coins were found, and near 
the same place, were discovered one or two gold 
ornaments, anciently worn on the breast as gorgets. 
According to Leland's description of York, a 
castle undoubtedly stood here formerly, and the 
discovery of those coins and ornaments near the 
scite, was considered as a strong confirmation of 
Leland's authority. 

The most venerable sepulchral remains which 
York has presented to the antiquary, for many 
years, were discovered in September, 1804, by 
workmen when digging a large drain in the 
Minster- Yard, from the south to the west end of 
the cathedral. Near the surface of the earth, 
were found great numbers of skulls, with the 
teeth perfect, and also other human bones. 
Descending further, to the depth of about four 
feet, they met with two stone coffins, similar to 
what are generally found, each having been hol- 
lowed out of solid stone, and with lids as usual ; 
but these not preventing the progress of the 
.drain, they were left in the ground undisturbed. 
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The sepulchral antiquities to which we have 
alluded^ were still lower in the earthy about six 
or seven feet from the surface. They consisted 
of a number of coffins^ widely different from those 
just described ; each formed of stones, such as are 
brought from a quarry, near Malton. The stones 
were neither cemented .nor otherwise fastened^ 
but were loosely placed together, ten or eleven 
in number. The coflBns were ranged by the side 
of each other ; with the feet nearly in the di- 
rection of south east, and were of very peculiar 
construction, being exactly in form and dU 
mensions^ as represented below, 




Each coffin was covered with a rough flag 
stone, four inches thick ; under which, when re- 
moved, skeletons were found; but they were 
laid on the bare earth, as there were not any 
bottoms to the coffins. The situation being wet^ 
and the ground completely saturated, some of 
the coffins contained a quantity of dear waterji 

sa 



2T8 HISTOEY QV THB 

through ^faich the skeletons appeared entire, 
though extremely black; but when the water 
was removed^ and the skeletons were exposed to 
the air, they crumbled into dust. 

The singular form of these coffiiui, the rough 
manner in whic^ they were built, and the depth 
at which they were found in the earth, combine 
to prove their great antiquity ; and to confirm 
Q. belief that they are vestiges, not merely of 
Saxon or Roman times, but of earlier days, when 
the island of Britain was unknown to those 
peopl^: when the rude race of it^s aborigines 
were guided by little more than the mere impulse 
of nature ; which, as it ever prompts the mind 
to venerate departed friends, might cause them 
to surround their mortal remains, with all the 
care that affection could excite, or uncultivated 
ingenuity accomplish. 

In looking over Gough's Account of Sepulchral 
Monuments, the author of this work found the 
following remarks, which considerably strength-* 
ened his opinion on the subject. 

^^ Mr. Thoresby tell^ us there was digged up in 
the Roman burying groiind at York, a sort of 
poffiny made of clay — I haye by me, says he, 
part of THj: bottom, which, fqr the conveniencQ 
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of baking f I presume^ was divided into seyeral 
such parts. This is entire^ as first moulded by 
the Maman$0 is fourteen inches and a half long, 
and almost eleven broad at the narrow end, and 
nigh twelve and a half at the broader/' &c. Ho 
adds, that there were in his ^^ Museum, fragments 
also of such a coffin, found at Burgodunum* AH 
which seem to show that at first the stone coffins 
both among the Britons and Romans, consisted 
of a number of parts, and that the cutting them 
out of a single block was a later improvement." 

Those brick coffins had bottoms to them, and 
therefore though very ancient themselves, they 
were certainly an improvement on the rudo 
stone^built coffins of which we have spoken. 
When we consider also the variety of sepulchral 
antiquities found in the Minster* Yard at York, 
one higher than another, corresponding with the 
different ages of improvement, little doubt can 
be entertained of those rudely formed ston« 
.coffins, containing the remains of some of our 
aboriginal British ancestors* 

From the great antiquity of such coffins, they 
are very rarely met with, particularly with the 
recess for the head^ as here exhibited. Gough, 
however^ mentions three which were found at 

S4 
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Christcharch, in Hampshire, in 1771, w|iich bear 
some resemblance in every other respect. In 
describing them, he says: '^ They are composed 
not of one block, formed by excavation, as stone 
coffins often and very anciently were; but of 
various, not fewer than ten or eleven pieces, and 
there does not appear to have been any stone un- 
derneath, for the body interred to lie upon." 

Describing events which have transpired in York, 
in their regular succession, we must now turn from 
the discovery of tombs of long past ages, to scenes 
which have arisen in our own time. In the race- 
week of August, 1805, tjie city of York was 
gratified by the presence of tiie Bight Hon. John 
earl St. Vincent, whose great talents and courage, 
displayed in the service of his country, have ex- 
cited general admiration. The corporate body 
accordingly determined to present his lordship 
with the freedom of this city, in a box of ^^ Heart 
of Oak.^^ With this intention, the lord mayor^ 
and other principal members of the corporation, 
waited on the earl, at the deanery, about eight 
o'clock on Wednesday evening, August 21st ; 
end S. W. Nicoll, esquire, one of the city council| 
presented it with an appropriate a^idress* 



CITY OP YORK. 2B1 

His lordship received it very politely, ex- 
pressed himself highly gratified with the honor^ 
and immediately took the usual oaths. 

On Monday, the 17th of August, 1807, whilst 
several labourers were preparing the foundation 
of a house at the east end of the Mount, near 
Micklegate- Bar, they broke into a Roman VmM, 
in whieh was a stone coffin, containing a skeleton^ 
lachrymatory, &c. ; but as this antique sepuldire 
is preserved for the inspection of the curious, ii 
will be found more fully described under a dis- 
tinct head, in that part of this work, intended 
as the ^f Stranger's Guidc'^ to objects yet ex- 
hibited ia York. 

In the month of December, the same year, and in 
January, 1808, some workmen who were engaged 
in laying out and planting a piece of ground, 
on the summit of the Mount just mentioned, 
found a small Roman lamp, of red clay or potter^s 
earth. It was about two inches in length, and 
about one in breadth — hollow within for the oil, 
and had a cavity for the wick^ at one end, and a 
small handle at the other. There wer^also found, 
on the same occasion, six large Roman urns, and 
two smaller ones ; also a large Brass FUmhB, 
irather of a triangular shape. They fire all in the 
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possession of V . Beilby^ esquire^ the present ownef 
of the plantation and adjoining premises; who 
favored the author with a sight of the articles^ 
and furnished him with these particulars of their 
discovery. 

The Mount was certainly one of the places of 
interment used by the Romans; and all those 
antiquities are clearly Roman vestiges^ but it is a 
very natural question to arise, why a lamp should 
be found amongst sepulchres. Nothing was more 
common than for the Greeks and Romans to burn 
lamps in honor of the dead — the Pagans and 
Jews, as well as the Greeks and Romans, had 
their sacred fires and lamps ; and though this is 
0oi\siderably smaller than usual, yet it might have 
becQ used fpr the same purpose ; or deposited, 
as a token of affection, to the memory of some 
dear departed friend qr relative. 

Richard Qf Cirencester informs us, in speaking 
of the funerals of the Britons, that all things which 
they prized during life, even ^rms, animals, &c., 
were thrown into the pile or grave of the de- 
ceased. Indeed, this was practised by most of 
the ancient nations ; and therefore, a lamp, as 
well as any other favourite utensil, might h^ 
fountl in a Roman sepulchre. 
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The urns were of the cominon sort, made with 
a mixture of sand and c)ay, some of a bluish greyj 
and others of a red colour, and when found, di4 
not contain any thing more than mere dust. Th^ 
reason why some are larger th»n others, may bo 
assigned in the words of a celebrated writer op 
antiquities : ^^ The urns used by the yiilgar, were 
generally of a larger sort, because the bonea^ 
not being perfeptly burnt, took up ft larger space} 
besides, the same urn often seryed, amongst th9 
poor, for both husband and wife, or sometime 
for a wliole family." 

We iiext come tq iipeak of the FihvhjB. Tbif 
was a sort of buckle or clasp, used by the Greeka 
and Bomans to fasten their vestments. Men and 
women also, wore them in their hair and at their 
shoes; hence they were of various nizes and 
shapes, Thii; Fibulaf, appears by it's size, to 
have been used to fasten the cloak of a Roman 
soldier ; and if we but retollect that the Mount 
is believed to have been an out^work or forti-« 
fication to the city, as. well as a place of inter- 
ment, we can readily conceive that this may have 
belonged to some ancient warrior, stationed there 
with others, probably when Eboracum was at the 
summit of it's grandeur, to protect the principal 
jsntrance to the seat of imperial authority. 
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At the Assizes held at York, in March^ 1809, 
a case occurred^ which as it exhibited the e^ra« 
ordinary credulity of mankind ^ and excited con- 
siderable attention both in the city and county, 
may with some df^ree of propriety be noticed 
here. A woman, who had previously lived in 
York as a servant, but had left it in disgrace 
charged with a petty theft, and retired to Leeds, 
where she miarried, was apprehended for the 
most dreadful crime thiit can possibly degrade 
humanity. 

Mart Bateman, for that was the name of 
this woman, long practised in Leeds the arts 
of Witehera/t; and in the broad glare of li- 
terary effulgence, in the mid-day of religious 
dissemination, and in the very age of mental 
activity, had deluded numberless individuals, and 
defrauded them of their property, under the false 
pretence of gratifying their curiosity or accom- 
plishing their wishes, by her knowledge and 
correspondence with the world of spirits, and 
with the event? of futurity. Here, however, she 
did not stop, for in order to prevent detection of 
fraud, the yet more heinous crime of murder 
ensued. The mouths of many, there is every 
reason to believe, when likely to develope her 
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«ystein of deprlivity, were closed for ever by the 
poisonous cupf presented apparently by the hand 
of friendship, as a means of enabling her to ac« 
complish her supernatural engagements. For 
one of those acts she was committed to York 
castle^ tried, found guilty, and, on Monday the 
twentieth of March, the Yorkshire WHeh, as 
she was at the time termed, suffered at the New 
Drop, behind the castle. The concourse of 
spectators was unprecedently great; and such 
was the infatuation of her ignorant dupes, that 
many are said to have entertained an idea, that 
even under the hands of the executioner, she 
would, by supernatural power, evade the punish- 
ment due to the offended laws of God and her 
country. 

Upon such (if such there were) her exit must 
have a very powerful effect. Still curiosity was 
not fully gratified — to view the lifeless remains of 
one who had through life performed so tragic a 
part, was anxiously desired. The hearse did not 
reach Leeds till near midnight, when, strange 
to relate! even at that hour crowds of people 
assembled, and each paid threepence for a sight of 
the body ; by which thirty pounds were raised 
for the benefit of the General Infirmary. This 
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case indeed exhibits a dreadful instance of the 
depravity of human nature^ and a lamentable 
proof of the dark delusion under which many of 
our countrymen still labour^ even in this era of 
literary attainment and intellectual light. 

If any crime can warrant human laws to take 
away the life of a fellow-being, surely her's was 
forfeited by a mass of accumulated guilt ; yet 
how awful is the consideration of plunging such 
a soul precipitately into an unchangeable state of 
existence ! In the enlightened age on which her 
dark crimes have cast a gloomy spot ; is it not 
high time for the subject to obtain a fair con* 
ftideration and discussion ? Would not a solitary 
abode, beyond the reach of any means, that could 
drown the voice of conviction, be more terrible 
than death itself? To the offender, it would cer- 
tainly be a greater and a more lasting punish- 
ment ; unless the aim be to consign to eternal 
misery, (dreadful thought!) whilst it also affords 
the highest probability, of an opportunity, by re- 
pentance, of the culprit averting, through divine 
grace, the auger of an offended Deity. 

The 22th of October, 1809, bemg the day on 
which George the third, then seventy-one years 
4if age, entered the fiftieth year of hb reign, it 
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was celebrated throughout the country as a day 
of Jubilee. Previous to it's arrival^ the lord 
mayor and corporation of York ^ssembled^ and 
highly to their credit^ resolved that to relieve the 
poor and distressed is always more commendable^ 
than to expend money in wasteful and unmeaning 
illuminations ; and therefore^ that it would be 
more advisable to enter into a general sub- 
scription for the relief of the indigent^ than to 
exhibit public satisfaction in any other way.— 
Accordingly, the corporation opened a sub- 
scription by giving £50, and the proposal meet- 
ing with general approbation, among the generous 
citizens, £500 were soon subscribed, and after- 
wards increased to a much larger sum. 

Public breakfasts were also prepared, and 
all the members of the corporation, in a body, 
attended divine service at the cathedral; after 
which, a general meeting was held at the Guild- 
hall, and an address was prepared, and voted to 
the king on the occasion. The commoners of each 
ward had a public dinner, the soldiers at the 
barracks fired ^feu dejoie^ and illuminated their 
apartments ; sixty- four debtors in the castle wer^ 
treated by the archbishop, with beef, bread, ale, 
and coals — the felons also shared in the festivity j 



a partial illumination in the city took place^ many 
priyate treats were given^ and to conclude the 
whole^ there was an elegant display of beauty in 
the Assembly-Booms^ joining in the sprightly 
dance. Thus every one seemed to participate in 
the pleasure; and harmony and good humour 
generally prevailed ; a striking proof of the at- 
tachment of the citizens of York to their aged 
aovereign, even amidst the trying vicissitudes of 
his UG^fortunate reign. 

In March^ J 813^ two Homan stone coffins 
were dug up in a field without Bootham-Bar, 
near the scite where David Bussell^ esq. has 
lately erected himself a commodious residence. 
They each contained a skeleton entire^ with the 
teeth completely perfect; and the coffins^ which 
wer^ unusually large, were of thick light co* 
loured grit. One side of each coffin had been 
carved and pannelled, but the other appears 
quite plain — the carved sides were placed against 
one another when found. Each coffin was covered 
with a lid, curiously made in the form of the 
roof of a modern dwelling-house, sloping both 
ways; with small uniform projections on the north 
side, but hewn Hat on the south. They were 
immediately removed from th^ field, by per- 
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missipti of the owner, and after their antique ap- 
pearance had been in some degree defaced, by 
methods adopted to cleanse and beautify, they 
were deposited in the cathedral> amongst other 
sepulchral antiquities, as objects of interest to the 
stranger. 

That such remains should be found without 
Bootham-Bar, we cannot wonder ; it is rather a 
natter of surprise that so few have yet been dlsf 
covered there ; for the Romans certainly had their 
burying places without the two principal bars, 
Micklegate and Bootham. Of this, Dr. Gale is so 
convinced, that he says the very name, Bo9tham^ 
is from the British word boeth, to burn; from 
which he concludes that the principal scene of 
/tmercU piies, was without this bar; but more 
will be offered on the subject under it's proper 
head. 

On the 20th of May, the same year, as some men 
were digging for gravel near Middlethorpe, not 
far from Yorlc, in an inclosure called ^^ Mr. 
Barhw's York Field;' about fifty feet from th<^ 
hedge, near the side of the high road, and almost 
ia a line with Fulford church, they found two 
stone coffins, seven feet in length, three feet wide^ 
#ne foot and a half ia depth, and six inches thick 

T 
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at the bottom* Within each was a human ske« 
leton^ and a small quantity of lime. 

They are at present in the possession of B. 
Simpson^ esq. of Middlethorpe^ who favoured 
the writer with the dimensions^ &c. of each ; and 
observed to him^ that one of the individuals 
whose remains were thus found, had in all pro- 
bability been beheaded, as the skull laid on 
the chest of the skeleton, when the coffin was 
opened. 

This circumstance gave rise, at the time they 
were discovered, to a rumour that the remains 
of archbishop Scroope, who was treacherously 
seized, in 1405, and beheaded in. a field between 
York and Bishopthorpe, as mentioned in page 
107, had been here interred. Under this idea, 
crowds of people, for several days, repaired from 
York and the neighbouring villages, to see the 
supposed venerable remains of that injured 
prelate. 

Drake positively declares he was interred in 
the cathedral, and it is at least probable, that 
those skeletons might be the relics of earlier times. 
The Bomans generally interred their dead, after 
the introduction of Christianity, without the city. 
In compliance with their law of the twelve tables^ 



th^ plaees for interment were either in fields or 
gardens, usually near the high- way, to remind 
passengers of their mortality* Vestal virgins 
were, however^ buried in the city ; and, some^ 
times, illustrious 'men. The right of making a 
sepulchre for himself within the pomoenum*^ 
was decreed to Julius Caesar, as a singular pH« 
vilegek 

Their choice of sonde open place for burials, 
deserves imitation ; for certainly nothing can be 
tnore unwholesome to the livings than to dwell 
amongst putrid exhalations, confined within nar*- 
row streets and crowded cities* Dr. Armstrong, 
when writing on this subject^ says t 

"Ye who, amid this feverish world, would wear 
A body free of pains — of eares, a mind, 
Fly the rank 6ity ! Shun it^s turbid air ! 
Breathe not the ehaos of eternal smoke 
And volatile abruption ! From the dead, Ovd dying, 
• Sick'niDg, and the living world exhaled—^ 
To sully Heaven's transparent dome 
With dun mortality V 

* The pOfMBriuni was an open space, within the city, 
Ibetweeh the houses and the city walls, generally planted 
With apple-trees.-*-Hence we find iOs name^ alluding'to 
ttiat fruit 

T2 
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But to return to these coffins, if we were eveii 
to suppose that the spot on which they were dis- 
covered^ was neither a Roman sepulture nor that 
of archbishop Seroope, we need be at no loss to 
account for their being deposits here, when we 
call to remembrance the various revolutions, 
chang;esy and extraordinary events which have 
occurred in this neighbourhood, during the rc^ 
volving years that have been treated on in the 
progress of this work. The religious reclu4s 
might inter far from the busy haunts of men, 
in order to shun the eye of that world, whose 
contaminations, the religious principles of his 
departed brot^ier, had taught biin carefully to 
shun through life; or the friend of some in* 
jured, or as in the case of Scroope, some mur- 
dered relative, might seek this silent,^tbis humble 
retreat, as an asylum for the ashes of .the dead 
from the persecution of the living. What may, 
with accuracy, apply to the instance under con- 
sideration, is however, and must eternally re- 
main, a matter of doubt, since the melancholy 
story connected with it, seems for ever ^^ wrapt 
in the flight of ages past'' — destroyed with the 
forgotten archives of former years. 
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We hare frequeatly had io ioCrcMloce «(oiie 
ocAns and other Roman sepulchral antiquities ; 
hut no mention ha» hitherto been made of tesge^ 
kU^dparemeniM^ Thougb^'reliques of this nature 
hare kasg been ejd^ibited at Aldbrongh, the aoit^ 
0f ancient Isurium^ yet nothing of the kind was 
ever found at York^ iill the month of Matel^ 
1814. A most beautiful specimen was then dis- 
covered^ adjoining the rampart within Mickle- 
gate- Bar ; which having been cleared^ inclosed^ 
and preserved for inspection^ will be found mora 
fully noticed in a subsequent part of this work. 

We are now drawing near a conclusion of the 
general history of our city. The vestiges of past 
ages^ at different times discovered^ have been 
enumerated^ according to their regular suc«i^ 
cession^ and it only remains for the writer here 
to introduce such reliques of antiquity^ as hav« 
l>een noticed by other historians, without any 
positive account of the precise period when they 
were found, 

Camden is the first antiquary whose writings 
4reat on the antiquities of York; and that 
author says^^ he observed in the house of one 
of the aldermen of this city^ a curious aepul*- 

T« 
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^hral vesselj with an inscriptioni^ as here reprer 
ftented ; 




CSamden seems not to haye known in what 
isituation it was founds nor does he attempt any 
e;^planation of the inscription. 

Dr. Gale says^ he saw it afterwards in the yard 
pf an inn at Hull^ where it bad been placed to 
nerve as i^ trough^ for watering horses. He calls 
it iheea^ whicb signifies a chesty or hollow vessel^ 
for depositing articles in. 

Mr. Burton, in his commentary, attempted to 
-Explain the inscription ; but Mr. Horsley, who 
(saw the monument at Hull later than that anr 
tiquary, and from whose draught the preceding 
representation is given, differs with, him in the 
; reading. He says it had been removed from the 
place, whe;re Dr. Gale saw it^ and that it was mi- 
perably broken and defaced, 

Drake, who considered it as a sepulchre inade 
\}^^ a Bomao magistrate;^ for the urns of himself 
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and family^ saw it at Hull even after Mr. Horsley^ 
but says it is now not worth removing. He 
also adds : ^^ There have been some of these 
thecal found in the Roman burial-place^ without 
Bootham- Bar^ but no inscriptions on them : I have 
seen there likewise/^ says he, " graves for urns, 
square spots in- the earth, the bqttQin covered 
If ith white sand, on which the urns were placed^ 
inverted, thr^e, four, or more, together." 

The inscription may be r^i^d as follows; 

MARCUS VURJECUNDUS BIOGIiT^ES 

afiXTus YiR coiaQnim eboraci: 

IBIBEBiaUE MORTUUS EST 

eiyis fliTURix cu:puM ^unc si:pj: Y^vvs fecit 



It may be translated to the /bUowinff purport: 

'^ Marcqsi Yerecundus Diogenes, sixth time 
head of, or one of the six judges, in the Colony at 
York, died at that place, He was a citizen of 
Bourdeaux, and ma^de this square or sepulchre^ 
for himself, in his life-time." 

The size of this sepulchral vessel was con-r 
siderable, being six feet long, and near t^reQ 
feet in depth. It was of mill-stone grit ; and 
ihe* inscription upon it, bcfing the only Roman 

T4 
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one yet fouod, ia which the name of Eb^r i« 
particularly noticed^ renders it's memory doubly 
interesting. 

The next relique which deserves our attention^ 
is of Roman superstition — a rough gritstone^ with 
an inscription upon it^ aai represented beneath ; 




Mr, ThQiresby, the Leeds antiquaf}'i was living 
when this stone was founds and he sent the fol* 
}owing account of it to the Roya) Slociety ; 

^^ The Bpman monument lately discovered af 
Yorkji was found not t^r ffofn the Roman wall 
and multangulaf tower, which Dr. Lister has 
given so curious a dej^priptiqu of, This menu* 
pient, dedicated to the g€niH$9 or tutelar deity of 
the place, is not of the course rag, that the ge-* 
nerality of the Roman altars are, but of a finer 
grit, like that at my }ord f^airfax's house iii 
Yorl^. It is twenty-one inches long, and eleven 
|)raa4 ; apd k inscribed geniq i^ocf FSLiciTiKt 
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¥liere w« a hirfger stone found with it, bat with* 
out any inscription; nor is there Hpon either of 
tbmn the representation of a serpent, or a young 
visage ; by both whioh^ the anoients sometimet 
described these dii tomck If the name had beea 
added^ it would have g^ratified the curiosity ^ 
some of our necteric antiquaries^ But they rniisl 
^et acquiesce, for ought I kno^, in their old jfvf^ 
who m said to be the tutelar deity of the city of 
the JBrig^nteSf 

^ The author of this votive monument, 4eems i» 
Have had the same superstitious veneration for the 
0emm of Yorky as those at Rom^ liad for theirs^ 
whose name they were prohibited to mention or 
inquire after. Hence it is, that upon their C6in% 
the name of this deity is never expressed, butan 
^ more popular manner by Genivs P. B.> of 
Fop. BoMe'' 

Dralce also mentions this stone, and says it was 
discovered in digging a cellar in ^^ C&t^ng^ 
street y^^ in the line of the Ionian wall. He adds^ 
that it was immediately ^^ piit up in a back-^yard 
w«ll of 4|rs. Crumpton^9 hPlfse, below the Black 
Swan inn, in that street/^ {n speaking furttier 
on the subject, that celebrated ailtiquary makes, 
(he Allowing observations ; 
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'^ The dedication of thb voHve tablet, tn 
to/torit's shape will not admit of^ is most oeir^ 
tainly a great oomplitnent paid to our city ; and 
Mmne itself could not have had a greater in it's 
fttUest gli»ry. It is well knowq that the super* 
stitious Romans believed a good and a bad geniu$ 
did attend both persons^ cities^ and countries ; 
hence Virgil, ^t Aenea$^s entrance into IteUyf^ 
€ ■ , .. . ^ n geniumque loci primamqne deorwm 
Telluremy &c/ Genio Pop. Rom. in coins^ is 
common quite through the Pcigan empire ; nor 
k there wanting many instances in Gruter, 
Camdem, Mimfaucon, and HorsUg, of altars^ 
and other monuments^ dedicated to the genii ot 
persons^ places^ &c. But yet I never met with 
an inscription of this sort^ with so remarkable an 
adjunct as feliciter to it. It iieems they thought 
the tutelar deity of Eboracvm: was happily placed^ 
by being guardian of the imperial|city of Britain, 
and gave this testimony of their veneration of it* 
Gen^o loci feliciter fregndntij or some such 
word^ seems to be the sense of the inscription; 
and it can hardly bear any harsher construction.'^ 
In his Appendix, however^ Drake observes that 
feliciter might merely be a short prayer for a 
happy issue of the dedication of this votive, tablet 
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to the genius of the place, as the word is aomb^ 
times used by Juvenal in that sense, 

Camden mentions this stone, and connects it 

with *^ the Bangnest of Yorkt!' This idea may, 

however, have arisen from that author having 

seen in another work, the following paragrapht 

^^ As the heathens had their good genii, so like* 

wise their evil ones are traditionally haqded 

dowA to us ; by tbo$e inany idle stories of local 

ghosts, which the pon»moii people do still believe 

haunt cities, towns, and family «f§ats, famous for 

their antiquities ^nd decays. Of this sort, are 

^he ^JfpaxitionH at fernlam, Silohester, Jfe- 

culver y and -RocA^«/^r— the iicmott of Tedwortk 

—the JJlacferiiOg of Winchester— the ^MtwA 

of Ponfrete; and the S^ar^UtSft* of York.'^ 

t' The wall in a yard in Coney-street,- where 

Drake says this stone was placed, having since 

his time been taken down, this curious inscripti^m 

was removed to the Guildhall, and is now de« 

posited there, in the chamber where the citj 

* This tenn is evidently from the old Celtic words Bare 
and Ghaisty which imply a naked spirit— A being purely 
spiritual, divested of every particle of gross matter. It is, 
however, generally received by the ignorant, as indicating 
fm evil genius; visible only in the hours of darknesi. 
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VMCNrdts are kept; being still, after a lapse af 
aearlj two ihcmaaiid years^ in ifexy good pre* 
iervatioQ. 

Tbere is erne more curtoiia imeriptiair wliicli 
^11 be iicAieed^ before we conclude the general 
Wstory^ It waa on a Pedestal, dug up witliini 
ICieklegate-Bar ; and though passed oyer m the 
tegular suceessicHi, for want of a date,, the writer 
lias since diseoT^red that it was found in 174<^ 
%eii^ four years after Drake published his £6o« 
tmmm* The inscription was 

BRITANNIAB 

SfANCx-a: 

T. NlKOMEDSa 
AYGG. N. N^ 

Dr. Siukeley compares it with that in HorsIey1» 
Appendix to Scotland, No. 84, brig^ntiae s, 
'which Camden also thiuks should be so read here^ 
Mr. Roger Gale says the only instance of a pro- 
vince deified, is that of Br^faniw S. Amandvs/ 
And in Gough's edition of Camden, Mr. Drake 
is represented as having asserted that this is the 
only instance of Britannia being deified. The 
letters AE cimjoined, are very rare in the early 
tlmes^ and Mr. €kile observes that M is not for 



fke^ipthoiig, as the Romans were anacqiuiUitod 
with it, but merely a mexus iiterarum* 

We hare next to speak of tke Coins whicln 
at variottft time^, have beea foaad iii the city of 
York aad it's vieiaity^ They may be classed 
under the several heads of Roman, Saxon, 
Danish, and English ; but to give a list of them 
might, to the generality of our readers, be unin« 
teresttng, and would certainly tend to enlarge thj^ 
work beyond the limits proposed* They shall 
therefore be spoken of in general terms, com* 
mencing with the most ancient* Dr« Langwtth 
sent Drake a catalogue of Roman coins, from 
Augustus down to Gratianus, 124 dijBTerent sorts, 
all found in York. They are chiefly of the loweb: 
EHPiRfi ; and amongst them, Geta's are the most 
common of any. 

A gold Crispus was found here ; it's in* 
acription, fl. iyl. crispys nob c^—fhe reterse^ 

PRINCIPI ITVENTVTIS AQ. A gold COitt of Co«^ 

atantius, jun., was also found in 1739, on t^ 
west side of York, near Ouse- Bridge, in digging 
a cellar, deep in the earth : The head was armed 
with an helmet, and the figure held a spear in 
one hand, round which was inscribed fl. ivl« 
eoNSTANTits pERp. AVG.—JJ^r^r^^, a priest and 



foriestet^ seated* holding: a votive tablet ^^ ^'* 

* * ^ . XXX xxxx 

GLORIAC REIPTBLICAE> exergUe K0N8AV* Th^ 

<oin of Severus^ mentioned by Mr. Camden as 
having CoL Eboracum Leg. VL Victrix on it> 
irests on the very uncertain authority of Goltzius* 

Gildas^ the historian^ says that the JSritona 
had no coin of their own, but that all their gold^ 
silver^ and brass c<Hns> were stamped ivith th6 
image of Caesar* 

The Saxons in Britain^ not dnly had coin of 
their own, but also had a mint at York ; and 
many of their coins have been found with the 
liame of this city upon them^ The greatest gu«- 
riosity among them was a coin of Edwin the 
Great i being the rarest and the most ancient, 
consequently the mofst valued by connoisseurs. 
Danish coin have also been found, at various 
times; and when we come to speak of the 
English, it is merely requisite to sfty that nu^- 
merous mints have been erected at York, as 
mentioned in the preceding pages, and that coins 
of every reign have in succession been discof- 
vered, amongst the vestiges of revolving years, 
and the wreck of desolating time^^ 



* One of the articles of impeacbmeat agaiast Cardinal 
IFo&ey, contained the following charge relative to tb« 
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Beak and • Medals, in great variety, some of 
ve^y ancient date, have likewise been here col* 
lecied, by gentlemen of antiquarian research^ 
One of the former was fonnd so lately as in the 
summer of 1816, by workmen whilst digging in 
Fryars^ Gardens, in Tanner- Row, on the very 
site of ^^ The monastery of the Fryar$ Preaehersf^ 
or Begging Fryars : which scite was granted to 
this religious sect by Henry the third. The seal 
alluded to has nothing particularly striking about 
it; but is in very high preservation, as here re- 
presented : 




It is purely of brass, about the thickness of a 
half-crown, and at one end of it is a small flat 



-•«iO#»^ 



silver coinage at York, in th6 reign of Henry Vlll :— * 
'* Also the said Lord Cardinal, of his further pompous 
B,nd presumptuous mind, hath enterprized to^oin and im- 
print the CardinaVs hat tinder your arms in your coin of 
groats made at your city of York ; which like deed hath 
not been seen to he do^.e hy any subject befors within 
your reoim this time.'** 
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protuberance^ with a hole through it^ ai though 
it had been hung to a watch chain* The in* 
ficription is lb sbbl . ibhan . le cnoa-^ and in 
the centre is a stag. The general conjecture is| 
that this seal belonged to one of the superiors 
at the monastery^ and we think it highly pro* 
bable. It is now in the possession of Messr9» 
T. and J» Backhouse^ very extensive and fe^ 
spectable nursery-men^ who occupy the gardens 
where it was founds and who politely lent thi^ 
aeal to the writer. 

In the same gardens stands an old Boman 
stone coffin^ dug up in the neighbourhood, some 
time ago ; and indeed most of the gardens and 
old walls. in, and near the city, contain desolated 
and mouldering remnants c^ Roman and early 
British times. 

Having described every past event of interest 
connected with the History of York, it now only 
remains for us to notice those several objects 
which still present themselves to the eye of the 
observer ; whether they are adorned by modern 
symmetry and beauty, or invite attention by 
the more venerable, more affecting, appearance 
of mouldering greatness and faded grandeur. 



If We take a retrospect of the genetal events 
which have been narrated^ we may be ready to 
eombine effects with causes ; and when heaving a 
aigh over the accumulated misery which has been 
detailed, we cannot but observe that the horrors 
of war have been the effects of pride and am^*- 
bition — that religious persecution has arisen from 
a bigotted or avaricious spirit ; and that, whilst 
all the pleasing scenes which are presented in 
the pages of history, have been produced by the 
exercise of more virtuous feelings, the calamitous 
events, generally speaking, have resulted from 
ill« regulated desires and improper pursuits.-^ 
That such should have been the case in the 
earlier ages, before the peaceful doctrine of 
Christianity was known amongst men, is not sur-* 
prising ; but that the religion of the Bedeemer 
should have had so little effect in later times^ 
is certainly a lamentable consideration* 

Hence we learn, that while man is ready tf> 
arraign the wisdom of his Creator in the eco*^ 
nomy of earthly affairs, the great evil rests with 
himself. It is true that the virtuous are often 
neglected — that genius is often ^^ bom to blush 
unseen ;" but, in the neglected retreat of the wise 
and virtuous, we should also remember^ there is 

V 
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im exempttoft from the suares and tettiptatidntf 
e( more active life« There the sottl^ free from 
ihe despicable contumely of the proud and the 
dMgraeeful designs of the wicked^ may pursue 
the even tenor of it's way^ and store itself with 
those <|uali(ieations which will fit it for celestial 
enjoymelai in the peaceful mansions of immor- 
tality^ 

Compared with this^ what are the possessions 
of a eon<|ueror— 4he greatness of a monarch — or 
.the splendour of a crown ! Instead of promoting 
tlie end of our being, the glory of the Most High, 
.and the welfare of our fellow -men, they are, 
(instructive lesson !) but too often so many strong 
incentives to that pride, arrogance, and usurpa- 
tion, which cause the devastations we deplore — 
which destroy the comforts of both public and 
domestic life ; and, the indulgence of which, in 
the common course of nature, fits the human 
.mind, not for that peace and comfort which hope 
ever pursues with avidity, but for a miserable as- 
.sociation with congenial spirits, in the everlasting 
abodes of wretchedness and pain. 
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SECTION VIH. 

Government of the City^ including a List of Loi*a 
Mayors and Sheriffs — Account of the CoUrts of 
LdiD held in Tofk—Descripti^n of the Cfttjf Afiks^ 
Ancient Customs. 



Having now compiled the '' HJsto^ry of 
York" from the earliest ages to the present 
pelriod ; it is requisite that some notice should hk 
taken of it's goternment. The reader has been 
informed^ that Eboracum was once the illastrioug 
treat of the Roman emperors ; he has seen the 
dignity and splendour of imperial Rome and 
it's superior lustre^ for a time^ ennoble our 
city; he may therefore naturally and correctly 
conclude^ that under so warlike and polished a 
people^ Eboracom was governed unitedly, by a 
civil and military power, the same as the parent 
^ity of those conquerors of the earth. 

After the departure of the Romans, various 
modes of government were adopted peculiar to 
the people who, in succession, conquered and 
ruled the country, as recorded in the preceding 

V2 
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pages. We shall therefore not trouble the reader 
with repetition on this sutgect, but immediately 
describe the present knode of government^ which is 
by a lord mayor^ a recorder^ two city counsellors^ 
twelve aldermen, two sheriffs, seventy-two com- 
mon- councilmen, and six chamberlains; including 
such other citizens, as after serving the office of 
sheriff, become members of the privy council, 
and, under the title of the twenty-four y compose 
a part of the upper house. 

The office of Lord Mayor of York is a very 
honorable and important station, he being sur- 
passed in rank and power by none, within his 
own jurisdiction, but the sovereign himself, or 
the presumptive heir to the British crown. Even 
the judge of assize in the courts of justice, sits at 
his right hand, whilst he occupies the chair ; and 
at the sessions of the peace he is supreme. , 

Prior to the honorable title of lord being conr 
ferred on the mayor of York, we find the office 
was occupied by one individual for several years. 
This is confirmed by the circumstance of Ny 
cholas Langton having been elected mayor of 
York, in the year 1342, for the seventeenth time. 

At present this chief magistrate is annually 
chosen, from amongst the aldermen who have not 
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twice served the otRce, or have not performed it^s 
duties within six years. On the Idth of January 
every year^ except when it falls on a Sunday, the 
several members of the corporate body assemble 
at the Guildhall ; and the common councilmen 
present to the upper house^ a list of three of the 
most eligible aldermen^ from which one is chosem 

On the third of the following month, the pre- 
ceding lord mayor resigns his power^ and the 
iard elect takes the necessary oaths, and enters 
upon his office ; a formal procession being gene- 
rally made of the whole corporate body, with their 
subordinate officers, music, &c., through several 
streets of the city. Should his lordship die or bis re- 
moved during his mayoralty, a successor is chosen 
in the same manner as at the annual election; 
and should he have to leave the city for any 
short period, whilst in office, he must sub- 
stitute one of the aldermen as his deputy, who 
will possess the same power as himself, except in 
signing notes for money, during the lord mayor's 
absence. If his lordship be married, his wife 
shares in his honors, and is dignified with the 
title of, " The lady mayoress.'^ 

The persons who are by custom appointed to 
live and diet at the mansion-house^ are a chaplain^ 

U3 



Hkfi ^W^r^erk^ wi^ hi$ servant^ >ve egquires, 
\iz.y tl|e award fLD4 na^oe b^refs^ four o^ers at 
ipape, (forniieirljraix^) # portpr^a cook^and a baker, 
viiib tbeir asi^iataoi;. |5|icb an e^tablisbipept )«- 
^ur{^ II ccwfiderable eicpense ob the lord m^yor ; ai| 
%iipi]^ salary 13 tiierefore attached to tbi9 hig)| 
ijfEifiP^ ffhich ip IQ8( was fifty poupds — id 177$, 
it ^ad been ^yanced to five )iundred ppuuds — 
iftlid ^' few years ag^o, it's amoupt wa^ ^ight hun-* 
4f^ Wd forty. The pecuniary a0airs of the 
corppration haye, however^ lately been not quite 
i[p flourishing ps thpy w^re, and several gentlemen 
therpfprf! b?^YP spryed tbp pflBce without any sar 
Jary ; ppn^equen^ly, the expenses have been curr 
t»iled> ficpording to the pleasure of the c^iief 
ip9gii|tr9te fpr the tiipe being. 

The next in dignity to the lord maypr^ are the 
two SpBRiFFs of the city, who are annually 
«hpsen pn the twenty- first pf September, in lieif 
qf the three bailiffs formerly appointed, and )^ 
the Wine miinner as the lord mayor. The sheriffit 
have a dPublp function, ministerial and judicial, 
Jly the first, they execute and make returns erf 
all processes and precepts pf the courts pf law ; 
flQd by the latter, they have authority to held 
leye^t cpyyts qf 1^ distinct naturet Thejr cpUei^ 



fi!I public profits, custoiM, and taxM, of the city 
and county of ti^e sume, and have the charge of 
all prisoners fpr debt and mtsdemeanort. They 
hare authority ^o yiew and kispect all weights 
and meaures ; to vint the markets, and ride the 
fairs ; and they are apswerfible to the king's ex^ 
chequer for all issues and pf^i9 urisii^ from the 
oflSce. Every gentleman chosen a sherifT, nws^ 
perform the duties of the office, o^ pay to the eor* 
poration the fine of one hundred g|]|Hieag» About 
a month after the sheriff Uk elected, he takes an 
oath of secrecy in the council chamber, and is 
then admitted oqe of the privy council, in the 
presence of the lord mayor, alderm^ p, recorder, 
and the rest of the councilt After which, they 
all drink wine together out of a large bfiw), kept 
for the occasion* 

It is customary for the sheriffs, or their de- 
puties, along with some of the inferior officers of 
the corporation, soon after the formef* are chpsen, 
to ricJe with white wands in their hands, into the 
yard of the Priory of the Trinity, in Micklegate^ 
and read a proclamation ; also to read the same 
at the corners of the streets on the west side of 
Ouse- Bridge, at the corner of Castlegate and Ouse- 
gate, of Coaeystreei and Stonegate, opposite the 

U4 
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Commpn-Hall, and at the south gate to the 
Miiiftter ; at the tower in Marygate^ and in most 
of the principal streets. 

This ceremony formerly exhibited a very grand 
procession, with sergeants at mace^ musicians^ a 
large concourse of country gentlemen, and others ; 
but the (custom now presents so little of it's 
former parade and consequence, that it attracts 
scarcely any attention. The following is a copy 
of the proclamation formerly read, though a 
trifling abridgmeqt Pf U is;^ at present^ considered 
•ufficiei^tt 

}g)roclamatiott. 

^ O \ yes, &e. We command, in our lie^ lord's be- 
half, the king of England, vfhom God save and keep» 
that the peace of the king be well kept and maintained 
"witbi^ tbi^ ^^tijy ^nd the suburb^ thereof, by nigh^ and by 
day, With all manqer of men both gentle and simple, ia 
pain that falls thereon, 

<^ Also we eon^mand th^t 90 man \ralk anned withip 
the city by night or by day, except the officers assigned 
for keeping the peace, on pain of forfeiting bis armour, 
and his body to prison. 

*^ Also we command tha,t the bakers of the city bake 
good bread, and of good boulter, and sell after the 
assize^ ^c; and th^t no baker nor no bHckster put to salf 
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«iy maimer of bread, unless that it be sealed witli a seal 
deliYered from the sherifls. 

<< Also we command that the brewers of the city brew 
good ale, and wholesome for man's body, and sell after 
the assize^ and by measure ensealed. 

'^ Also that no manner of man pass out of the city by 
^ight or by day, to encounter any manner of victual 
cooling to Ae city tp sell, neither by water nor by land^ 
to lett to come to the market, upon pain ordained 
therefore. 

*^ Also that com brought to the market be pursuand, 
i. e« as good beneath in the sack as above, upon forfeiture 
of the same corn, and his body to prison. 

^^ Also that corn that's once brought into the market to, 
spU, be not l^d pi|t of the piarKet for to keep from market- 
day to market-day^ without licence of the sherifi^ or his 
deputies, upon pain that falls thereupqn. 

*^ Also we command that no manner of man walk in 
the city nor in the suburbs by nigbt, without light before 
him, i. e. from If aijC[|€ to Michaelmas after ten of the 
clock, and from Michaelmas tO )pa0Cl)e after nine of the 
clock. 

<^ Also we conmiand that no ostler harbour any strange 
man no longer than a night and a day, unless he do the 
pheriffs to witt, and if he do the contraryj he shall answer 
for his deeds. 

'^ Also we command that no foreign victualler bring 
any victuals to the city for to sell, whether that it be fleshy 
pr fish, or poultry, that he bring it to the market-stead 
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Umitted tberefoce in the city, and not sell |t or k c«ii|# 
there, upon pain that falls thereupon. 

<' Also we command that the Uines and streets of the 
city he cleansed of all manner of nuisance, i. e. of stocks, 
of stones, of middipgs, and of all manner oi filtb, on tbf 
pain that falls thereon. 

<^ Also we commapd that 90 ipaniier of men make no 
insurrection, congregation or assembly, within the city or 
suburbs, in disturbsipce of the peace ; nor in letting of 
the execution of the common law, upon pain of pnnishr 
ment, and all that he may forfeit to the kin^. 

'^ Also that no common womu$n walk in the street 
without a ray-hood on her head, and a leond mi her 
hand;* 

A Profhanolary is appointed by the wbole cor- 
poration ; to attend the sheriffs' courts^ enrol the 
proceecling99 take care of the records^ apd see 
that the decisions of those courts are carried into 
effect. The sitiiationy whiqh is at present held 
by John Seymour^ ef quire, of this city^ is one of 
considerable trusty fiqd continues during the }if« 
of the possessor. 

As a list of those who hare served the two 
most important offices, in the government of the 
city, may be interesting, it isi finnexed, com* 
mehcing with the chief magistrat^^ from the 
origin of the title of lord mayor; and^ with the 



officers next in importance, from ibe change of 
thref bailiff's to ivDo sheriffs — The former in th^ 
year 1389— the latter In 1397. 

WBJf MAYORS and SHERIFFS 

OF YORK. 

Lor4 Mayors, 
1386 ^illiw de geftjr (3d time) jfJr^f sy^, 
1390 Thomas Smith. 
^381 Thomas Smith (2d time) 
1382 Rohert Sav^ (2d time) 
;^393 Bohert Savage (3d time)^^/ fl^«, 
1384 Thcanas 4^ Stayvelay. 

1395 WiUiam Hehiudey. 

1396 Thomius Stayvdny (2d time.) 

Lord Mayors. Sheriffs, 

1597 Sir William Frost, knight John Moreton, Thomas Howden^ 

1398 Thomas Gare William Selhy, John Hewyke. 

1399 Robert Talken Robert Howome, Wm. Scawsby. 

1400 Sir W. Frost, knt. (2d time) Thos. Doncaster, J. Bamacastle. 

1401 (3d time) John Wranby, Edwd. Cottsbrook. 

1402 (4th time) William Bowes, William deLee. 

1403 (5th time) Adam Bridge, Thomas Santon. 

1404 (6th time) Richard Howe, Henry Preston. 

1405 John del Bank Jdin de ^edale, Joseph Wyth^i. 

1406 Sir W. Frost, knt (7th time) Robert K;irkby, John Usebi^. 

1407 Henry Wyman Thomas Hasle, William Marston. 

)408 (2d time) John Moreton, Robert Gare. 

1409.. ,.,.. (3d time) John Northby, Robert del Gare. 
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IjarA MaycTK 
U)0 John Bpltoit 

1411 John Ciaren 

1412 Robert Howam, tnerchani 

1413 }«fich, Blackburn^ tnerchani 

1414 Thomas de Santon 

1415 William Alne^ Tnerchani 

1416 John Northb^^ merchant 

1417 William Powes^ merchaal 

1418 John de Moreton 

1419 John de Bedale 

1420 Thomas del Gai^ 

1421 Richard Rusael^ ifterchan$ 

1422 Henrj Preston 

1423 Thos. Esingwald^ merchant 

1424 Thos, Bracebrigg^ merchant 

1425 Wm. Ormsheyed^ merchant 

1426 Peter Buckcy 

1427 J. Aldestanmoor, merchant 

1428 William Bowes (2d time) 

1429 N.Blackbume9 8en,(2dtime) 

1430 Richard Russel^ (2d time) 

1431 John Bolton^ merchant 

1432 Thomas Sn&yfden, petuterer 

1433 Wm. Ormsheved^ (2d time) 

1434 Thomas Gayer 

1435 Thomas Eirkham 

1436 Richard Wartyr, merchant 

1437 William Bedale^ merchant 

1438 Nich. Usfieet^ merchant 

1439 Thomas Ridlej^ 



ISier^K 

Tliomas del More, Robt. Loktoiu 

Peter Buckcy, Thos. Esingwald. 

Richard Russel^ John Pettyc]«rk. 

(No Sherifl^) 

Wm. Winkbum^ Godfrey Savagt* 

Wm.OrnisheTed^ Richard Spencar« 

Thos, Bracebridge^ Rd. Burton 

John Vaughan, Richard Snawden^ 

Robert Yamm^ John Lofthoose. 

Robert Middleton^ J. Bainfarigg^ 

John Bolton^ Thomas Davy 

John UBing, Joseph Gasorigne* 

John Aldestanmoor, Thos. Aton. 

William CraTen, Thos. Kirkham^ 

John Warde^ John South. 

WiHiam Bedale, William Gateshed^ 

Richard Louth, John Dodyngton* 

Thos. Bron^ete^ Wm. Girlington,. 

Nich. Bkckbu];n,^ Thos. del Carre« 

Thomas Gare, ^ohi^ Rai^ghton. 

John Ratdifi; Thon^as Catteiick« 

Richard Wartyr, Wm. Bellfoijd. 

William Bowes, John £singwald« 

Thos. Kirk, Thos. Rotherham— i 
oB, Thomas Rokesby, elect, 

Nich. Wyspyngton, Nich. Usflete. 

Thos. Rydeley, Robt. Ebchester. 

John Thrusk, Richard Bugden« 

Richard Shorewood, Wm. Burton« 

Nich. Blackburn, Robert Gray—* 
ob. Wm. Stockton^ elect. 

William Northby^ John Crosier* 
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tjord Ma^s. Sheriffs, 

1440 William Girlington, draper William Holbeck, Wm. Dauby. 

1441 Thomas Kirke, mereer Thomas Ddlgare, Wm. Aberford. 

1442 Joim Throsk* Thos. Craythorne^ John Turpin. 

1443 William BoWes Hem. Market^ Thomas Burton. 

1444 Rithard Backden^ merchant Thomas Catterick^ John Goodhall% 

1445 Thomas Crathorne William Clifib^ Rd. Claybroke. 

1446 William Stockton Robert CoUinson, Wm. Staines. 

1447 John. Crosyer Thomas Scawsby, Rd. Thomtom 



* Thii gentleauai wm aHae mayor of the staple of Calais, and treasurer ihett^ 
as iqppean by the fidlowing ertiact lespeednj^ the History of York. " Anno 
Reg. 27, Edwaid III. the Staple of Wod, which had before been kept at Bridget, 
in Flanders, by act of parliament was fixed at York, and some other places in 
Sni^and The act calk It the stapk for wool, li&ather, woolfdls, and lead. In 
tins king's reign, amongst other of his conquests, the important town of Calais 
fell into his hands; and, in the fourteenth of his successor, the staple for the 
export trade of the whole kingdom was fixed at that place. This Was a body 
corporate, governed by a mayor, two constables, &c, had a common seal, and 
continued in great affluence of trade and liches^ tin the town was unfortunatdy 
lost, in die reign of queen Mary. That the merchants of York had a oonsiderabfe 
share in this stapie, and were many of them members of this coipotation, appears 
in the calalo^rvie of our senators, where anno 1442, John Thrusk, a great mer^ 
diant who dwelt In Hungate, in this ctty,:is styled mayor of the tta^ ofCiUau, 
as also treasurer there. Anno 1449, William Holbeck, mayor of York, is called 
merchant of this staple ; and, anno 1466, Sir Richard Yorke, one of the guests at 
archbishop Neril^s great feast, is there called imtyor of the etaple of Calait that 
year, and was sker\f of this city at the same time. Several conveyances I have 
seen in our own and other records, of merchandizes and mpnev left by will, be- 
longing to the citizens of York, who were merchants of this staple.** 

Herfe we see the distinction between mayor and merchant of the staple— the 
former being the dected head of that body, whilst the mercJiattts merely con- 
atituted the members ; and no doubt, but mercfuint$ of the greatest weight and 
ftnportance, would be chosen to serve tfaa Ingh office of mayor* 
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Lord Mapn. Sheriji. 

1448 John Carpe Riciiard Lenutton, Thos. if cIsM< 

"*" ^^ S^' "^'**^ ^ Nicholas ttolbeck, Hobert Pert. 

1450 Thomas Bvrton^ grocer John Morton, Thomas Curtoise. 

1451 Richard Wartyr (2d time) Thomas Beverley, Wm. Barlow. 

1452 Thomas Dauby, merchani John Strensal, Thomas DangeL 

1453 John Catterick John Gylliot, John Boure. 

1454 Thotnas Nelson, merchani John Glasyn, William Wright. 

1455 Richard Lematon Wm. Braoebrigg, W. Sherewood. 

1456 John Carre John Ince, William Cleveland. 

1457 Robert CoIIinBon, merchant Thos. Helmsley, Wm. Sheffield. 

1458 William Holbeck Thos. Bromflete, John Marshal. 

1459 Nicholas Holgate John Copeland, Wm. Bradley. 

^^ '^^^fj^^'^^y^ "^'^^ Christopher Booth, JohnMarshaL 

1461 John Stockton John Kent, Richard Claybrook* 

1462 John Thrusk William Skynner, Christ. MarshaL 

1463 Thomas Scawsby William Thorp, John Semper. 

1464 J. Gilliot, knight of the Bath William Crosby, John Coates. 

1465 Thomas Nelson (2d time) John Brearton, Wm. Snawsdale. 
1166 John Kent, merchant Richard Yorke, Thomas Catoore. 

1467 John Marshall, merchant Thos. Strangeways, J. Towthorpe. 

1468 William Snawsdell William Welles, John Leathley. 

1469 Richard Yorke, knt., mer^ iir;n;««, t -«»»w. T/.i,« t^««-» 

chant of th^ staple Wilham Lambe, John Tonge. 

14T0 William Holbeck (2d time) Robert Amias, Thomas Glasyn. 

1471 Thomas Beverley (2d time) John Lightlampe, Thos. Allen. 

1472 William Holbeck (3d time) Henry Stockton, Robert Harwoo^ 

1473 Christopher Marshal John Ferriby, William Knowles. 

1474 Sir J. Gylliot, knt. (2d time) Henry Williamson, T. Marriot. ! 

1475 William Lamb John Newton, William Chimney. I 

1476 Thomas Wrungwish Allen Wilberfoss, Thos. Stockton. 

1477 John Tonge William Todd, Nich. Pierson* 



Lord Majors, SheHfi, 

1478 John Fmtihj, iturchaiU Robert Hancock^ Wm. Spencer* 

1479 WiOiam Welles Bobert GiU^ William Tayte. 

1480 John Marshall (2d time) John Hagge> Michael White. 

1481 Robert Amyas John Harper, William White. 
1488Ri^ardVjJe,knt.,«^or Thos. Pdrson, Mfle. Greenbanke. 
148S John NewtOB, dyer Richard Hardsong, Wm. Barker. 

1485 Nicholas Lancaster, L.L.D. John Beverley, Roger Appleby* 

1486 William Chimney, draper John Beasley, John Shaw. 

1487 SirWm. Todd,knt. merchant George Kirke, Robert Johnson. 

1488 Robert Hancock, grocer Thomas Falneby, Thomas Gray 

1489 John Harper, merchant William Barker, Alex. Dawson. 

1490 John GiUiot, merchant John Elwood, John Norman. 

"" 'tZ^^Xi. '^' '"^^ ^'^'^> '"^ «'^*'»»- 

14SK2 Thomas Scotton, merchant Peter Cooke, Edward Forster. 

1494 Michael White, dyer John Metcalf, John Petty. 

1495 Ge(Hge Kirk, merchant William Nelson, Rd. Thornton. 

1496 Robert Johnson, grocer Miles Arwayn, Bertram Dawson. 

1497 Thomas Gray, goldsmith Thomas Jameson, John Dodgson. 

1498 John Metcalf, merchant John Birkhead, Richard Winder. 

1499 John Elwald, merchant Allan Stavely, Robert Petty. 

1500 William Nelson, merchant George Essex, Thos. Bankhouse. 

1501 John Stockdale, merchant William Skipton, Thos. Freeman. 

1502 Ridiard Thornton, grocer John Lilcolne, Thomas Parker 

""^ ^"JSi^?*^ ^^ *^^ John Ellis, ThomMBnikes. 

im Thomas Ja«e««, merckarU '%St iS^^n^S^'"' '*; 

1505 Michael White (2d time) Wm. Willson, Thos. Drawsword. 
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HUTOmr or TBS 



Lord Afifypi'i. 

1506 Alkti Sttyetejr, wefthmst 

1507 Jolm Birkbead, merdWm/ 

1508 Sir Jobn Fetlj, knt., ghzief, 

1509 George Esaex^ apothecary 

1510 John Shawe^ fn^rcAan/ 

1511 BertFsm DftWBOBj ikiCTTctoi/ 

1512 George Kirk (dd time) 

1513 Wnium WiHaon^ goldsmith 

1514 John Thornton^ merchant 

1515 Thomas Drawsword 

1516 John Han, tanner 

1517 John Dodgaon 

1518 TVUliam Wright 

1519 Allan Stavely (2d time) 

1520 Thomas Ftfker 

1521 T. Bankhoose, draper; ob. in 

officio's. Vickars, elect. 

1522 F^ Ginoar, merchant; oL 

in officio f T. Barton, elect. 

1523 Thos. Drawsword (2d time) 

1524 John Xonnan 

1525 WiHiam Barker 

1526 Peter Jackson 

1527 Robert Wylde, merchant 

1528 Thomas Mason 

1529 Robert Whitfidd 

1530 George Lawson, knight 

1531 Henry Dawson 

1532 WiBiam Barker (2d time) 

1533 John Hodgson 

1534 George Gaile, goldsmith 

1535 William Wright (2d time) 



Bigger Sawyer, Ridiaid TeWd 
John Beisby, WiQiaiii Hvbjr. 

John TllamCim, John fiatemaiL 

John Langton, John Giegg^ 
William Garnet^ John White. 
William Wrig^ ^iraivm Gary 
John Chapiuui, Cfantt. Honier^ 
Simon Vickars, Bidiard North, 
pifttil Crilltar, John Norman. 
John Basin, John Gddart. 
John WethcreD, WHfiam Barker: 
Thomas Dfewson, Jdm Gillbank. 
Thomas Bortoti, Hios. Masod. 
Robert Wllltfldd, Henry Hohne. 
teeter Jackson, Robert Wilde. 

Robert Fowcs, Thomaa Gicgge< 

John Maishall, Thoi. Bi^Iey. 

James Blaides, Rd. Hntchenaoif • 
Hen^ Datrson, John Rogers. 
Hugh Halrley, Robert Coraot 
R. PaQein, J. &nith, J. Lister. 
John Hodgson, J<^ Richanboc 
John Shaw, John CoIIiar. 
John North, Richard Simp6on< 
George Gaile, Henry Bidby. 
Wm. Harrington, L. Monslome^ 
Robert Elwald, Wm. DodgsoOr 
Robert Hall, John Plowman. 
John Shadlocke, Robert Cocke* 
Robert Heckkton, Wm. Hohne. 



CITY OF VOBlC» 
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Lord JltoAfors, 
iSSa Willuin Harriogtooi 

1537 Ralph PuUeui, goldmiih 

1538 Jdm Sbawe (Sd time) oIh in 

officio, Jolm Norths elect, 

i539 ftoben Elwald^ merchant 

1540 William Dodgson^ merchant 

1541 Roln^ Hall^ merc^Rf 

1542 John Shadleck 

1543 Robert HecVleton^AmoT^,^ 

1544 Peter Robin^n> merchant 

1545 John BeaQe> i^nholdef- 

1546 William Hohnes 

1547 WilHam Watson, merthard 

1548 Robert Pe^ooc^c^ merchant 

1549 George Gaile (2d time) 

1550 Jojm Lewis, draper 

1551 Thon^ Appleyard 

1552 Richard White, drappr 

1553 William Coupland 

1554 John Nqrth (2a time) 

1555 Wm. Beckwith, merchant 

1556 Richard Gotddthorpe 

1557 Robert Hall (2d tim6) 

1558 Ralph Hall, merchant 

1559 Thomas Standeveu 

1560 James Harrington. 

1561 Perdval Crawforth 

1562 Thomas Lawson 

15^ Thomas Appleyard (2d time) 

1564 Jacob Simpson, tanner 

1565 John Beaae (2d time) 



likeriji. 
Jplm £dwyD, WiHiam Sivami 
John Levis, Peter LiddaL. 

Peter Robinson^ John Beane 

Thos. Thornton, Rd. TomlinsoR* 

Robert Peacock, Richard Savi)ge« 

William Watson, Wm. Harper. 

Thoe. Appleyard, John Dobson. 

Wm. Beckwith, Wto. Couplan^* 

Richard White, Michael ^Oikop. 

balph £lwick, ob, in officio, MartiD 
So2a, Richard Foxgill. 

tlobert Broddys^ Peter Eshe. 

ThoB. Standeven, James Simpsoii). 

Wm. Batchelor, Thos. Goodyear. 

Jas. Harrington, G. Hutchenson. 

Perciv^ Crawforth, E. Greenbury, 

Rd. Goldthorp, John Shillitoe. 

Thos. Law9Qn^ Thos. Willson. 

Ralph Hall, William HargiU. 

Rohert Cripling, Wm. Grisdale. 

Richard Breary, Robert Hogge* 

4dam Binkes, Richard Drew. 

Christ. Hall, Christ. Liddal, 

John Hall, Williain Brogdep. 

Hugh Greaves, Thos. Hatpe|*. 

Rd. Calom, Edward Willoocka. 

Martin Straker, John Robinson. 

Wm. Harrison, T. Harrison, o5. 
in off, Leonard Temple, elect, 

Robert Maskew, John Weddel. 

Thos. Middleton, Wm« Tliompsoii. 

Edmund Richandson, J^An Simdi4 

X 
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HISTD&T OF TttS 



LoniMaifors. 
156C Willum Watson (9d time) 

1567 Robert Peacock, merchud 

1568 Wm. Coupland 

1569 Wm. Beckwith (Sd dme) 
1^70 Richard Calom, draper 

1571 Gregory Peacock^ fnerchant 

1572 William Allen, mercer 

1573 Christ Herbert, merchant 
1^74 Robert Maskewe, grocer 
1^75 Thos. Harrisbn, hnholder 

1576 £. Richardson, pewterer; oh. 
in off.lX* HaU, merchant, ekct 

1577 John Dynely, draper 
1^78 Hugh Graves, merchani 
li79 Robert Cripling 

1580 Robert Askwith, draper 
iiSl Wm. Robinson, merchard 

1582 Robert Brooke, merchant 

1583 Christopher Maltby, drapef^ 

1584 Thomas Appleyard 
15^5 Andrew Trene, merchant 
15^6 Henry Maye, innhdder 

1587 * Ralph UichaS-dson, ifterchant 

1588 J. Birkhj, council aHomey 

1589 "T. Jackson, council attorney 

1590 Thos. Moseley, merchant 

1591 Robert Walter, haberdasher 
15&2 Thos. Harrison (2d time) 

1593 Robert Askwith (2d time) 

1594 Wm. Robinson (2d time) 

1595 Robert Brooke (2d time) 

1596 Jacob Birkby 



Sheriffs. 
Gregory Peacock, Richard AlkSL 
Chmt Herbot, J(^ Dindy* 
Wm. Robinson, Andrew Tk^te^ 
Peter Hudless, John WiDdnsom 
Henry Maye, Thos. MiddletoH. 
Jfacob Birkby, Edward Turner. 
Ralph Middethwait, Rt Askwith* 
John Stephenson, Thos. Temple* 
Robert Brook, Thomas Jackson. 
Thoe. Appleyardy Christ. Moltby* 

Edmund Sands, Walter Mudd. 

Ralph Richardson, Geo. l^aucett. 
Lawrence Robinson, "Ed. Vavasour, 
Francis Mapples, Edwd. Faucett. 
Robett Maude, Leonard Bdt. 
Christ Beckwith, Richd. Morton* 
Christ Concett, John Standevefn* 
Perdval Brooke. Thos. Moseley. 
Francis Baine, Robert Watter. 
Rowland Faucett, Wm. Gibson* 
Robert Peacock, Henry HaO. 
Leonard Beckwith, John WeddeL 
William Peacock, James Mudd. 
Marmaduke Sotheby, Wm. AQen. 
William Calom, John Yewdale. 
Thos. Herbert, Christ Turner. 
Robert Da^rson, Thos. Askwith* 
William Wood, John Harrison. 
Robert Myers, Wm. Greenbury. 
George Watson, George Elwyke. 
Oeoige WatldnsoD^ Geoige Hall* 
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Lord Majors, 

1597 CJuriitqpher Beckwidi 

1598 Edward Faucett 

1599 Christ Concett, opaAecory 

1600 Henry Hall, merchani 

1601 Robert Peacodc 

1608 Thoa. Mosdey (dl time) 

1603 Sir R. Walker, kt.*(9d time) 

1604 Hiot. Herbert, merehaut 

1605 Wm. Greenbury, draper 

1606 Robart Askwith, drxqxr 

1607 Robert Harrison, merehani 

1608 Robert Mien, mercer 

1609 C. CoBoett, apoth. (2d time) 

1610 Henry Hall, (2d time) 

1611 William Breary, «tercAa»f 

1612 John Harrison, merchant 

1613 Tho6. Marshall, vnercer 

1614 Leonard Besson, ^ad<22^ 

1615 £liasMicklethwaitet,fnercA. 

1616 Wm. Greenbnry (2d time) 

161 7 Sir R. Askwith, kt. (2d time) 



George Roose, PerciYal LeielC 
Lawrence Wade, Wm, Breary. 
Robert Askwitb, Thos. Wilson. 
Lawrence Edwards, J. Busfteld. 
Robt. Harrison, Henry Thompsoou 
John Robinson, George Bucke. 
Michael Hartford, Rd. Binkea. ^ 
Wm. Sunley, Leonard Besson* 
E. Micklethwait, George Aislaby« 
John Wadsworth, Wm. Maskew 
Wm. Robinson, Thos. MarshalL 
Chxist. Dickenson, J Standeven* 
Edward Cross, James Godson* 
William Morton, George Watson. 
Mkhael Scarr, Edward Calvert 
William Watter, Thomas Agar. 
Matthew Topham, Thomas Kay. 
Robert Belt, Francis Waide, 
George Faucett, T)i06. Rawden. 
Francis Wharton, Thos. Lawne. 
John Hutchensoa, Robt. WeddalL 



* Mr. Robert Walker was knighted by king James, on the twentieth of AprO» 
1603, at Grimstone, near Tadcaster, then ihe Desideiiee of Edward Stanhope^ 
asrl of Cumberland. To Sir Robert Walker, knight, York is inddbted for tbo 
gold chain, now wom by it's chief magi8tiate*.4hat gemlanuoi bavii^ left it, by 
win, to the ooipprate body. 

"f Efias Micklediwaite, was a man of very religious prindples, and one who 
would not suffer his exaltation to erase those impresdons fiom his mind. Ha 
aeoordJBg^y ordered that tha gates of the dty should be kept dosed on tba 
isbbath-di^; and b^ order was stDctly attended to. 
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liistoltir OF TttC 



Lord Mayors, 

1618 TliomaB Agar*^ Umner 

1619 Wm. RMmtm, merchant 

1620 WilEam Watter, soAUer 
l6di Christ hH^kxaaoUf merchara 
MR Rolieirt Mim (9d time) 
1^23 Wm. Breary (Sd time) 
169^ Matthew faphian, merchani 
162^ 1%oiiia» Latrti6 

i(93(^ LeoiiatdiEiessont (9citiliK) 
16^ £MaflMiG]detiiwait(9d[tkiie) 
1628 Robert Belt^ merckemi 
162^ Christopher Croft^ mercer 
1630 Edmund Cooper^ merchani 
1681 Robert Hemaworth^ i/niper 
1632 lliomaa KojldX> fnerchofd 



Sheriffk. 
Christ Croft, Peter Middktoii. 
A« HemmingWaj^ Christ Wai^ 
£^d. Cooper, Kobt HemsworUi^ 
Hios. Hoyle, John Vaux. 
Leonard Weddd, Wm. AUetiscxu 
Christ Topham, Rd. Ilertfixrd. 
James Hutchenson, L. Jadkson« 
William 8Mti WiDiam Todi. 
Thos. Hodgson, Wm. Wharton. 
Henry Thompson, T. Addnson. 
Thos. Damnn, ftoger Jaques. 
Thos. FBigiief , John Miers. 
John Fepper, John Bradley. 
James dM)oke> Thos. Hewley. 
Phil Herbert, John Gddart 



* lliomas Agsi was imfortitziate during his tdayonhyi Ite had by some 
means ihcuned the dS^leasure of a person named Charks Coelson, a tailor by 
trade ; and this man being one day in liquor, and warm with a spirit of resent-^ 
meol, watched a fiivourable opportunity, and stabbed the knd mayor with a kniftc 
h6 had prepared for the purposa The wound did not prove mortal ; and die 
riHain tras secured, tried, and condemned to seven years imprnonment^ to be 
fettered with heavy irons, and to pay a large fine* His sentence also ordained 
that he should be eotav^yed limugh the city on horaeback, evcty quarter snsiOna 
during that tfane $ with his fiioe towards the tail of Ae horse^ and with i pqiet 
fixed on his forehead, de&odng his dime s He waa also obliged to stand on tfaa 
pillory, for certain hours, at every retibn of the said quarter sesskm& 

-|- This gentleman, who resided in St Michad^s pariah, gave by will file sum 
sf thirty pounds to &e cinporatian, for the purpose of purchasii^ plate foi the uas 
of each successive lord mayor; 

' X Lamentable indeed was the case of diis gentleman. He served the oflloe with 
much credit to himself, and lived voy respectably till the year 164^, when on tbe 



CJITTOPTOBKr ass 

Lord Mayors. Sherljk 

1633 Sir W. AHeiuon^ knt. draper Tiiot. Herbert^ WflOiam Wilaaa, 

1634 James Hutchenson^ merchant Stephen Watson, Qeo. PuUin, 

1635 Thomas Hodgson, mercer fohn Mason, Thos. Masterman. 

1636 Henry Thompson, merchant Hohert Homer, John Beake. 

1637 John Vaxiix, prothmatary Wm^ Rnnailen, Wm. fainreafher, 

1638 William Scott, merchant. CJhristqpher Breaiy, Mamu.Cralk^ 

1639 Sir R. Jaques, knt. merchant Leonard Thompson, S. Coulton. 

1640 Sir R. Beh, knt. (2d time) 1%05. Dickenson, Paule Beale, 

1641 Sir C. Croft, knt. (9d time) Thomas Caley, Jdhn Calvert 

1642 Sir £. Cooper, knt. (2d tnne) Samuel Breary, Jonas Spacy, 

1643 Sir £. Cooper, knt (Sd time) John Kilvington, James Breary, 

1644 Sir £.Cooper,kt.* (4th time) WiBiam Taylor, Thomas Naylor. 

1645 John Geldart, merchant Robert Scott, Thomas Driffield. 

1646 Stephen Watson, grocer John Peighew, Edward Gray. 

1647 Thos. Didcenson, merchmt CHiristopher Topham, B. Watman. 

1648 Robert Homer, merchant Richard Pagett, Thomas ]M[a8on. 

1649 Leonard Thomson, merchant Henry Tyreman, Peter Man. 

1650 William Taylor, merchant Cressy Burnet, Geo. Peacock. 

1 651 James Brooke, merchant Brya}^ Dawson, Francis Ewbank. 

t«« .Willi«nMet«lft *^ """HiSS^N^iuJ^S^ '^'^ 

1653 Henry Thompson (2d time) Ralph Chayter, George Mancklin, 
lt»54 John Geldart (2d time) Christ Hewley, William Wasae. 

1655 Sir W. AUenscMi (2d time) Richard Hewit^ Richard Booth. 



,410th of .Januaiy, a|x«t tl« lame hour that Ghaito the .^nt wm iMhrnded, 
Aldcnoan Hqyle, who w«s«]aaa<infimb«r of pnliament, hanged hinnelf .inhia 
ipwn hoiue at Westmhtftor. His lady had bcm abroad th^ looniiiig, fod on h«c 
te^aokf was the &st who.disooveaed the dieadfiil catastrophe. 

* Sir E. Cooper was displaced by kird Fatifliz, after tiie stmender of Yodt, 
an4 ThoDUM^Hoyle, oqe of the itUenacD> was diteen m his sitiuUiDB^ 
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LotdMmfors. Skeriffk. 

IWT Thomat Dickenson (dd time) ^n^,^ «... v^^. m«™«. 

knighted by OHver George Scott, York Horner. 

1658 Robert Homer (2d time) Wm. Barwick, Wm. Richardsos. 

1659 Leond. Thompeon (2d time) Wm. Wilkinson, Tboe. Reynolds. 

16M Christ Taph«n,««^ ""^wSTkitSl^r* 

'••' "r ^'^SiSL?"*^ '^ F«nds Wheelwright, Rd. Shaw. 

1662 George Lamplugh, merchcaU Thos. Williamson, Joseph Beares^ 

1663 Henry Thompson, merchani Timothy Squire, Geo. Gleadstone. 

1664 Edwd. Elwick^ apothecary FhiL Herbert, Richard Tenant 

1665 Richd. Hewit, merchant Edward Gaile, Abraham Faber. 

1666 George Maucklin, skinner Richard Metcalf, Joseph Morley. 

1667 Cressy Burnet, merchant Rd. Eilvington, Christ. Simpson^ 

1668 Henry Tyreman, draper Christ. Cooke, Thomas Cooke. 

1669 Christopher Breary,m€rcAao^ William Ramsden, William BelL 

1670 Thos. Bawtryt, merchant Andrew Perrot, John Becket 



* This gentleman was insulted duxing his mayoralty, by Sir Miles Stapletoa 
of WighilL Being disordered with fiquor, and entertaining some feeling of re- 
sentment against the lord mayor. Sir M. proceeded to his house, where he met 
with his lordship, and struck him with his cane. But for this offence, the banmst 
very narrowly escaped the most severe punishment-<-He was indicted at the 
following sessions, and appearing personally at the bar of the Common-Hall, 
confessed his guilt, expressed much sorrow for his past omduct, and threw him« 
self upon the mercy of the court. His fijends also made intercession for him ; 
and on tfaehr account, the |>uni8hment intended was retUiced to the penalty of 
five hundred pounds, 

* Mrs. Bawtiy was the first kdy mayoress that wore the geid thiAn, It was 
g^ven about this time for the lady mayoress of York, by Mr. Marmaduke Rawden, 
a merchant in London, and it*s weight then was sixteen ounces. The same gen- 
tleman also gave a silver vetseU weighing fifty ounces, expressly for the use of 
each successive lady mayoress ; and also presented the corporation of York with 
an eL^anUy gilt bowl, Mr. Rawden likewise gave to the lord mayor and 



CITT or TORJL^ 



997 



1871 Vfiatm RichardBO^ i fr cpgr 
1619 SSr H. ThonaptOB, kt. mervhi. 
167a Thm. WS^mmm, wKrchmi 
160(4 Richd. Metcalft^i mefv^nf 
1675 Wm. TiasDaieay wierchanf 
lew York Horner^ merchat^ 

1677 Francis Eloock^ ^Tweir 

1678 Philip Herbert, merchant 

1679 Richard Shaw^ Butcher 

1680 John Constable^ grocer 

1681 John Carter^ merchant 

1682 John Wood 

1683 Edwd^Thosopsoi^ merehavt 

1684 Robert Waller^ aitorne^ 
16S5 John Thompson^ ^l(2fmi^ 

1686 Leonard Wilherfoa^ 

1687 Thp&^^Q^Yx apothecary 

1689 John Foster^ haderddsher 

1690 Samuel Dawson^ merchant 

1691 Greorge Stocktouji sijlk-^iveaver 



i^erjfs, 
Thps. Ni^t. Fhmdi» Oftlvert. 
Thos^ W»]rnck, Robert Horafteld. ' 
John PeckeCy George BMiisden* 
Robert Waller, Francia £lwiek. 
Thomas Carter^ John^ Foster* 
John Mbwld> Joseph BlackbiurDu 
WiUiam^ Bafon^ William Watson^ 
Henry Fawson^ Roger Wilberfi)ss« 
Thomas Mbsely^ Greo. Stockton. 
Thos. Thorndike^ G. Bracebridg^ 
Wm. Heather^ Wm. Kckering. 
Wm. Charlton^ Roger Shackleton. 
Francis Duckworth, Thos. Cooke. 
Joseph Pemberton^ Thoa^ Sutton. 
Franda Taylor, Leo^ivd Robinson^ 
Wm. Appl^ton, Tho«^ Watson^ 
John Bellji Peter Richardsoi^ 

{Matthew Bayock, Marm. Bujtler^ 
Thos.FotheigiIl, Christ. Hutton. 

John Thorpe, Thomas Barstow. 

Thos. Bradley, Robert Clarke, 

Geo. Pick^ing^ Robert Foster, 



vuxoaHj (he mm^ of lour hundred pounds, Ibr (he ereceioD of a Markefc-Chm in 
the Pavement, vhich was a«cordingljr built near the church of All-Saints, but 
has once been removed. The sum of one hundr^ P<>U|^ was also le$ by 
Mr. R. &( the poor of the pai^sh of St« Cnuu 

*The reason why two lord mayors are this year represented, has been stated ia 
page ^Qd. Wmm R^ynes was disidaced by king J^es, and Rob(|j( WaUer^ 
who was more fHendly to the king^s reUgious tenets, was appointed in his stead. 
Baynes leiused to resigi^— WpQer had therefore the namo without the power ; 
and thus York was eoosidered by some, aa having two htSi mayon; and bjr 
elhen» as luA having any pcnon who kgaUj fiUfid UMf^ h^ oCBce* 
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Lord BtoyoTi* 
1692 JodAUi ^Emuiamy inmhaU 
16!I3 Atidretr ¥tm/i, ttmMni 
1694 Bofaert THrj, Aoner 



Sherijgfs, 
£iiiaiiiMl'#iisCzo&, llisA GOL, 
Peter Btmika, Qear^ Fotliag3L 
Charia Bhood^ WaRer Buiks. 



J695 8frG.Metolf,kpt».«.S«rf ^'^^J^^^,^*'' '^ 



1696 John Constable (2d time) 

1697 Mark Gill, goldsmith 
|698 Roger Shackleton 

1699 Henry Thompaon^ eaq.^ 

1700 Sir Wm. Robinson^ bart, 

1701 Tobias Jenldns, eaq. 

;|70S ffabii f e^t^ merOan^ 

1703 llnmiaa Dawson^ merchant 
1T04 £%? Pawson^ merchtu^ 

1705 C^harle? Redmanj. ioynutn 

1706 l^inanud Justic?^ merchari^ 

1707 ft.9en8on^LordBin^ey 



Ricbard Wood^ Samuel Riixton« 

John Wdbum^ Thomas Agar. 

William Rudley^ John Smith. 

John Thompson^ Bartb. Geldart, 

Wm. Redman^ Wm. CorawalL 

Thomas Mason^ George Jacksoiit 

Jod Savile, obit flenry Raines, 
Rowland Moselj. 

Joseph Leech, Edward Seller. 

Matthew Ingram, Robt. Perrot, 

J. Stainforth, Percy Winterskdf, 

James SaJforfield, L. Hiompsoh. 

Thds. Pickering, Francis Hewett, 



1708 ilicjid. Thompson, mercA^ Ttios. Bradley, Robert Hotham 



1709 Williafn Pickerii)g 

1710 Cbarles Perrot, merchgnk 

1711 llioinas Pickering, attorney 

1712 William Cornwall, brewer 

1713 Chrfirto|>fafr Hmcm,^hv^ 

1714 Wifiiam Halikian', pinn& 
pU Robert TMx, issq. 

1716 Richard Towpes, mercer 

1717 Henry fi^es, A^fRsm 
17li8 Tlouavd Kobitoson-, eSq. 



John .^Iderson, Drory Peake. 
William Lister, Wm. Weig^tman. 
Johi^ Dixon, Matthew Lindley. 
Matthew Bigg, William Jackson, 
Wpam Dobson, Samuel Chfrk. 
Alex. Lister, J<^ Wffiamson; 
Tancred Robinson, hd. Denton. 
Edwd. Jefferson, James Barstcw. 
John Whitehead, E3e. Lowcock. 
Samud Dawson, H. Greenwood. 



* Mr. H. Thobpectt, ii4iefi luifd mayor of YoA^ Oxdotd CtaAigBtt Postem iA 
be taken down and YcAiiilt» irider, sb'diath&coadin^I^t]^ TWl 

was aoooidixi^y done at loB tide ej^aUBCb 



*itY ok* YOfeK, 



d2» 



Zionl Mayors. 

1719 John Reed^ toyman 

1720 T. Jenldns, esq. (2d time) 

1721 R.Thompfloii>7n^.(2dtime) 

1722 C»Redi]UUi4/oymai»(2dtiine) 

1723 C.VeaoX, merchant [SA^xoe) 

1724 Thos. Agur^ wooUeit-drapcr 

1725 W.Comweil^Amm-(2dtuxie) 

1726 Samuel Ckrke, haberdasher 

1727 Biduurd Basne, grocer 

1728 Peter Whitton^^Toc^ 

1729 Wm. bobton^ apothecary 

1730 John Sta^iforth^ esq. 

1731 Jonas Thompson, attorney 

1732 llenry Baines (2d time) 

1733 J. Dodsworth,a/)o/A.<^-g70c^ 

1734 Wm, Whytehead, attorney 

1735 James Barnard, mercer 

1736 Samuel Clarke (2d time) 

1737 Sir John Lister K&je, bart. 

1738 G. Benson, ob. in o^— SirT. 

Robinson, elect. \2d thne) 

1739 George Edoicke, hatter 

1740 George Skelton, merchant 

1741 Rd. Lawson, vnTte^merchani 

1742 John Mayer, attorney 

1743 Wm. Stephenson, merchant 

1744 Thomas Agar, merchant 

1745 John Raper, merchant 

1746 John Read (2d time) 

1747 Geo. Eslpdcke (2d time) 



Sheriffs. 

Joim Raper, nfort.--^lect S, lISKi 
lary> Rd. Cordukes. 

John Bowes, John Owram. 

Wm. Holiiam, Jonathan Benson* 

Geoige Baraatt, William Cooper^ 

Henry PawBon, Samud Smith. 

Frands Newark, Wm. Hutchinson* 

Rd. Chambers, Francis Budde. 

Christ. Jackson^ Geo. Atkinson. 

John Ambler^ Francis Bolton. 

John HaughtoB, Isaac Mansfidd. 

J. Podsworth, W. Lambert, mart* 
Benjamin Barstow, elect. 

John Suttell, Joseph Buckle. 

Samuel Waud, Edward Seller. 

John Ridiardson, Edward Wilsoiu 

Wm. S^pheilson, Geo. Eskricke. 

Joseph Scolfield, John White. 

Thomas Agar, Richard Lawson. 

Henry Richmond, John Vougler. 

Anby Taylor, John Blythe. 

James Robinson, Emanud Stabler 

Thos. Beverley, Christ Rawdon. 

John Raper, Thomas Matthews. 

Thos. Norfolk, (Geo. Gibson 

Amor Oxley, John Hildyarcl. 

Rd. Dawson, Charles Wdghtmao. 

John Hililegh, mort. F. Jefferson, 
Henry Tiremaa. 

Th6i. ^^ooner, Thos. Fe^lh^tOM 

George Thompson, Mat I&t«v., 

James jElo we, Tliomaa Clifton* 
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Lord Mdyfirs^ 
174S Fnudfl Jefibson^ merehani 

1749 Jame^Rowe^ druggist 

1750 M. Lister^ timber-merchant 
17tl George Skelton, (9d time) 
17^ Jiiines Barnard (2d time) 

1753 WiBiam Ct»tee^ ghver 

1754 Richard Lawson^ (^ time) 

1755 ThomM MattlKWS^ brewer' 
175« Rd. Farter, tyctholsterer 

1757 George Fox Lane^ esq. 

1758 John AltanAOB^ merchant 
nm Cfodfrey Wentworth, es^. ■ 

1760 Fran. Stq>heiisoii^ mercha&i 

1761 Thos. Bowes^ apothecary 
1768 John Mayer (2d time) 

1763 Anby Taylor^, apothecary 

1764 Frauds Baoon^ apothecary 
1T65 Heoxj Raper, merchant 

1766 John Wakefield^ merchant 

1767 Richard Garland^ ,/acfor 

1768 James Rowe (2d time) 
176^ Richard Farrer (2d time) 

1770 John Carr, architect 

1771 Edward Wallis^ apothecary 

1772 Charles Turner^ esq. M. P^ 

1773 Henry Jubb^ opoifAtfcary 

1774 Hugh Robinson, merchant 

1775 John Allanson (2d time) 

1776 F. Stephenson (2d time) 

17»7 Thos. Bowes (2d time) mort. 
F.Bacon (2d time) 



S^erifi^ 

John AUanson, FraB<s&Ingram« 

Edward Thwing, Hemy Grioe. 

Herbert Ferreraan^ Wm. €osteft. 

John Tfelfoid/Ridiard Fairer 

Francis Stephenson, J. ^dlbeckk 

Wm. Baker, Hiomas Hmigate. 

Henry Jubb, TkonMur Marfilt. 

John Bradley, William Dunn. 

John Gr^gSj, Richard GarlancL 

Thomas Bowe«, Thoma» Masosw 

Edward Wallis, Francis Lofthoase* 

Joha Wakefield> Wmu Haugjitoi^^ 

Seth Agar^ John Atkinson^ 

James Clifton, Benj.. Atkih^n. 

Thos^ Barstow, Hale WyvilL 

John Stow, Christ. Oldfield 

Edwd. Smith, Stephen Buckle 

William Siddoll, William Bilton. . 

ThomaA Wilson, Thorns. Varlow. 

John Hardisty, Samuel Wormald* 

Hugh Robinson, George Hughesw 

Edw«rd Porteus,, Wm. Beckwith. 

Edmd. Knipe;» mart. Jawen Tod^ 
Richard Tireman. 

T. D. Garencieres, J. WilHamson* 

Peter Goullett, Robert Deighton^ 

Thomas Spooner^ John Crofl« 

James Richardson^ Edwd. Stabler. 

Butler Burton, John Varlow* 

Robert Barkei, Fiaaeis Hudson. 

Henry Myres, Ralph Dodswortlk 
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I/ird Majors. 

1778 Thonuis Bantowj oq. 

1779 Edwaid Stabler, merchant 

1780 Tho>,C(xdky, trine^merchant 

1781 Henry Myres, merchant 
1788 Henry Raper (2d time) 

1783 Wm. Siddal], wooUen^-draper 

1784 Thomas Eilby^ i&moer 

1785 James Woodhmue, esq. niori. 

John Carr (8d tune) 

1786 Thos. Smith, mercAofi/ 

1 787 Sir Wm. Mflner, bart M. P. 

1788 William Bluitt, esq. 

1789 Thomas Hartley, brerver 

1790 Joshua Oldfield, wtne^mer. 

1791 Tliomas WQson, i&oo^^&r 

1 792 Ralph Dodsworth, merchant 

1793 Wm. Siddall (2d time) mori. 

Thomas Smith (2d time) 

1 794 John Hay, tvooUen-draper 

1795 £d.Metcalfe,mm;Aan^-toi2or 

1796 T. D. Garenderes, opo/Atfcary 

1797 Rd. Hobson, toooRenrdraper 

1798 1^ W. Milner, bt* (2d time) 

1799 William Ellis, merchant 

1800 James Robson, linen-draper 

1801 John Wilkinson, druggiet 

1802 William Hotham, esq. 

1803 Thomas Hartley, esq. 

1804 John Kilby, bretoer 

1805 Robert Stockton, druggist 

1806 Thos. Wil«m, esq. (2d time) 

1807 Wm. Ellis, esq. (2d time) 



Sherifi. 
Tlimnas Smith, Richard Hevw. 
John Allanson, Jun., Tho8« KiBsf^ 
Joaeph Deighton, J. Woodhouw. 
Frands Saunders, J. Hutchiosoiv 
William Porter, William filuilt, 
Ridiard Sutdifib, John Wri|^ 
Henry Jowett, William Sla^* 

James Robson, Thomas Gilfaaok^ 

William Clarke, Richard Eitson. 
Richd. Metcalf, John Dodswortii. 
T. D. Garencieres, John Hay. 
George Healey, George Kitsoa. 
John Bagley Samuel WormaUL 
John lister, Stephen Hartley. 
Thos. Sanderson, Robt. Thomton. 

Thomas Wilkinson, Wm. Fowler*. 

David Phillips, James Croft 
Robert Houseman, William Ellig. 
Frederick Atkinson, Rt. Wright. 
William Cadday, John WilkSnsoiL 
Robert Rhodes, John Newton. 
John Sutdiffe, Robert StocktOLi 
John Kilby, William Stavdey. 
R. W. Hotham, Geo. Darbyshive. 

Wro. Bilton, John Hq>w<Nth, tnorf. 

George Fettes. 

Joseph Volons, Christopher Cattle. 
George Dodswortii, John Prince. 
John Dales, William Dunslay. 
Isaac Spencer, Francis TheakstoiL 
William Hornby, Rd. Simpson. * 



HISTORY BW TWOS 

hardMmfors. Sktrifk. '• 

1808 R. Bhodes^ merchant-iaUor Robt Fte1diiBon> W. H. Hearoiv 

1809 Sarnud WixnoM, taimer James Shepberd, Robt Lakeiandi,: 

1810 George Peaoodc^ esq. Jolm Brown, WOliaiii Hartley. 

181 1 floii. L. Dcmdas, M. P. WOliam Cooper, John Jackson* 

1812 Isaac Spencer, druggisi George Cressey, Joseph Agar. 

1813 Hios, Smidi, merchani Edmund Gi&, Thomas Bead. 

1814 Wimam Dunslay, hrewer G. W. Wentworth, Wm. OMfieU. 
18U Wm. H. HesroQ, tea-^etikr G. WiDdnson, S. H. Copperthwaite. 
1816 John Daks,* druggist Robert Cattle, Thos. Cattley, Jon. 

Robert Chaloner, esq. M. P. for Richmond, is the present lord mayoi;,, 
(1817) and the last named Sheriffii have not yet oon^^eled the 
vsoal period of ^leii: oQqe. 

The Recorder fa vext in dignity to the riierifla ; 
and even ranks before them when the members of 
the corporation are enumerated. This officer 
must be a barrister at law^ being considered as 
the particular guardian of the privileges of the 
citizens^ the preserver of the ancient records and 
charters ; and the person^ whose duty it is to re* 



* Dniiiig diis genfleman's mayoralty, and in some degree <hioa^ the ex« 
Crtioiui of himself and S. W. KicoU, esq., a Prwident InstUutum, ot SAVING 
SANK, was cstabEdied hi York ; m which the lahouxing dass of society m^gr 
deposit, finr any length of time, thefar little savings, and thereby avert the misery 
which must ever be feU, when age and infinnity are accompanied hy extreme 
penury. The lord mayor for the time being, is the president^Moet respectable 
gentlemen aie appointed as ^tttan^-Stock is pmebased with ibe money— -An 
aqpaztment at the comer of Newstreet, is cngsgod as a Bankmg Shop, and «e 
add, wifr much pleasure, the depqsilB are alwady vcty coMidenJ)ift> 
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gkter all new acts^ by-laws^ Ac. By virtue o£ 
hiB mtuation> he is alsa a justice of the peace and 
of the quorum — He therefore sits at the right 
band of the lord niayor> as his assistant ; and is 
tbe public orator^ for the corporate body^ on all 
occasions* The recorder is always chosen by a 
full house^ or general meeting of the corporation- 
all the members of it having, an equal right to 
vote on the occasion ; but he cannot enter upon 
his oflSce, without the approval of the king. 
And, after being so approved, he is obliged to 
take oath that he will, always, freely and faith* 
fully give his advice and council to the lord 
mayor, aldermen, sheriffs, and commoners, for 
the benefit of the said city. The salary of the 
recorder, is trifling, and the office, which is for 
life, is always considered more as a place of 
honor than of profit. Bobert Sinclair, esquire, in 
the present recorder of the city of York. 

Two other counsellors are assigned to the lord 
mayor, to act in unisou with the recorder, who 
are also justices of the peace, of the quorum, 
and consequently rank superior to the alder* 
men« They are called the ^^ City Couwely^ and 
often are of much service to the chief magistrate, 
io assisting him through the great weight of bu* 
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linesft whicb> in his official situationy he is obliged 
fa encounter. S. W. Ntcoll, and John Hey* 
wood^ esquires, at present fill that department. 

The name of Alderman, is a corruption of the 
word eldermdn'-^-a, person dignified by time and 
experience. This magistrate is generally choiten 
from that class of citizens who have served the 
office of sheriff; though, in some cases, without 
any such qualification. The regular fine for 
exemption from this office^ is three hundred 
guineas; but the court possesses a discretionary 
power on this, as on several other subjects. An 
alderman has little business, when not serving 
the office of lord mayor, although he is a justice 
of the peace ; and, >f a senior, is also one of the 
quorum. He is always summoned to attend the 
sessions^ council chamber, and every election of 
the several members of the corporate body ; but 
he is not obliged to appear if inconvenient. 

The Common-Council Men are seventy-two in 
Bumber. They are the representatives of the 
inhabitants of the city at large, the same as the 
members of the House of Commons in the British 
parliament, represent the nation. They vote in all 
cflections of magistrates, on the disposal of the city 'a 
revenues, and respecting all other acts which pass 



the official seal. The common-council men ^rere 
formerly chosen from the sereral companies of 
tradesmen in the city; but^ by a charter of 
Charles the second^ the city was divided into four 
wards, which take their names from the four gates 
of the city, viz: Micklegate*ward, Bootfaam* 
ward, Monk-ward, and Walmgate-ward» Mtek^ 
fegdie^vbardy in the south-west part of the city, 
is eticompassed on one side by the city walls, and 
on the other, by the river Ouse. This ward con- 
tains six parishes, viz.: Bishophill, the elder and 
younger. Trinity, St. Martin's, St. John's, and 
A 11-Saints. Baotham-ward occupies the north- 
west ai^le of the cit}', and has, in it's district 
three parishes, viz: St. Michael-le-Belfrey's, St% 
Helen's, and St. Martin's. Monh-ward is the 
horth-east part of the city^ and comprises five 
parishes, viz :— Trinity, St. Cuthbert's, St. Sa- 
viour's, Christ's, and St. Sampson's. fFo/mjfofe- 
ward is on the south-east, and contains seven 
parishes, viz : — St. Margaret's, St. Dennis's, St. 
George's, St. Crux's, All-Hallow's, St. Mary's, 
and St. MichaeFs. 

' These four divisions comprise the whole city 
within the walls, excepting the close of the ca- 
thedral^ which will be mentioned in the distinct 
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de^rlptipn of tU^t church aqd it's liberty^ Som^ 
of the above- iiam94 p^rishes^ how^ver^ exten4 
without the walls^ aud embrace other parts of the 
^ity^ wbkU it ia i^eedleas here to specify. Each 
divi&ioQ prqvideei eighteen coinuooners — ^tbe senior 
of wfaoip presides oyer his particu^r wardj an4 
there is qIsq ^forepuqn, or speaker^ for the whol^ 
body. When apy inember dies> or resigns hift 
office, th^ remainder present to ^he lord iQayor 
and ttlderm^i;^ ^po\k oath^ the names of thr«e 
proper citi^^ens^ rcsidiqg in the sapie ward as the 
preceding one ; from which li»t^ oqe is chosen, tp 
suj^ly the place of the person deceased, or SQ re- 
pining. The individual chosen, is obliged to ret 
iseive the sacrament, take cf^rtaip pustomary oath^i 
cpinclde with some other usual ceremonies, and 
then e^t^r upon his office. Thus is our Hous^ 
of Common^ formed — while the aldermen and 
twenty- four constitute the Upper House, an4 
the lord maypr, presiding over the whole^ is the 
sovereign of the jurisdiction. 

The p0S£(e of CifAMBEBLAiN WHS formerly con- 
sidered highly honorable, it's di|tie§ being to col- 
lect the city's rents, and all other profits ; also to 
take pare of all plate, jewels, bondu, charitably 
bequests, 4^Q., belonging to the city j but we fiu^ 
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that in the present day» the office is rather 
shunned than courted. Chamberlains^ however^ 
possess considerable power, for no man can law- 
fully commence any trade or occupation in the 
city, without appearing beftfre one Or more of 
them, with the lord mayor, and being enrolled by 
them in a book of record. There were formerly 
eight or more annually chosen ; but, of late years, 
the number has been confined to six. They are 
elected on the same day as the lord mayor, in the 
following manner : The old chamberlains present 
to the Upper House, a list of the names of 
twelve (formerly sixteen) freemen of the city, 
proper to serve the office ; from which the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and twenty-four, choose six. 
After this, however, the chief magistrate has the 
power of crossing out one of the names so chosen, 
and of substituting another in it's stead, the 
latter being termed ^^ the lord mayor's chamber- 
lain." If any dispute should arise among the 
chamberlains, as to superiority, his lordship, if 
he thinks proper, may decide the point. 

In this office, the son pf an alderman always 
takes precedence of a merchant or other trades- 
man ; and every new chamberlain pays, at his 
election^ six pounds thirteen shillings and/buT'^ 



pence^ which sum includes all fees^ &c« For this^ 
says Drake^ ^^ he is ever after reputed a genHe^ 
man.^^ John Dodson^ in 1489^ refused to serve the 
office, and was fined the sum of forty pounds. 

There were anciently two JBridge Masters 
elected, as assistants to the chamberlains, whose 
lluty was to take care that the bridges, which in 
former times consisted chiefly of wood, were kept 
in proper repair ; but those officers being discon* 
tinued in the first year of the reign of Charles 
the first, a City Steward was appointed, t# 
collect the city's rents, &c. Mr. Atkinson, a 
most respectable architect of York, now fills this 
department. 

In addition to the preceding, is the <^ce of 
Town Clerk. It is a place of great trust, and 
Js more profitable than any other which the cor- 
poration of York has to bestow. The candidate 
for this office must be elected in the same manner 
as the recorder, and must also be approved by 
the king, before he can enter upon it. Richard 
Townend, esquire, at present occupies this office, 
i highly to his own credit, and to the satisfaction 
^f the public. There are likewise several inferior 
officers, connected with the corporate body, but 
they are scarcely worth particularizing in this 
work. *- 



cmr oy vomit. S8» 

Vw6 OoRONBit» are ohoten by the rotes et all 
the members of the eorpofaiiofl. Their juris-^^^ 
diction is for the city and vmsty^ in any part of 
nrfaich they both hare an equal right to act in 
their official capacity. A third coroner is ap* 
pointed for the liberty of St. Peter^ but the cor^^ 
poration of York have no interest in his electi(HK 
Two Constables also are annually chosen^ by-th9 
bench and privy-council^ for eaeb parish* 



ancient anD l^vt&ent Court0. 

We have next to speak of the courts of law^ 
expressly belonging to the city of York. Of 
these, the sheriff's courts, as anciently held, may 
certainly be termed the principal. They urere 
three in number— The Sheriffs' Tifrfi--Tho 
County Court — and the Gomri qf Commom 
Pleas. The first was held for inquiry into all 
criminal offences against the common law, not 
prohibited by any statutes* The times and place 
of holding this court are described in the folr 
lowing extract frqm Drake : ^^ The court of 
Sherds' Ttini, incident io that office> is kept 
twice a year--a month ^fter Easter aad Mii'r 

¥2 



MO miSToiftT OF rnm 

ehaelmaft. Th^ sheriffs do, by custom> keep this 
court at a place called the Butts, at Dringhouses' 
town end^ in the weapontack of the Andty.^^ 
' The County Court was held^ to hear and de* 
iermitiie all civil causes under forty shillings* 
From an old manuscript respecting the city of 
York^ the following extract is taken^ relative to 
this court : ^^ The sheriffs of York shall have 
their county court, in the same form as otiier 
sheriffs of England ought to have, with all the 
freedome that belongs thereto— And, the county 
court shall be holden on the Monday, and so it 
shall be holden from month to month, without 
end." 

The Court of Cdm^on Pleas was held, in 
order to determine any case whatever, cognisable 
in a court of common law. Respecting this 
i^ourt, the manuscript already alluded to, says : 
** The sheriffs of the city of York, do keep a 
court of record, within the same city, by pre- 
scription and custom ; where they hold pleas of 
debt, for any sum whatsoever— They have their 
court both of men of the city and of strangers, 
but in several degrees. The court between 
franchised men of the city, shall be three days in 
the week> and no more : i. e. Tuesday^ Thursday^ 
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pnd Saturday } but if the one of the parties be a^ 
stranger and infranchised^ then the court shall be 
'every day except Sunday, for the ease of tht 
stranger, at the will of the sheriffs^^' 

Such were the courts fbrmerly held by the 
sheriffs of York ; but tkne, the great innovator^ 
has introduced a new system. The three courts 
have become consolidated, and these officers now 
hold a court in one of the rooms at the 6uild)|9,llj 
in the city, weekly, at their pleasure ; but gene- 
rally every Tuesday, where ttie business of their 
office is transacted. 

We now pass from the courts of the sheriffs, to 
-those formerly heM by the Lord Mayor. They 
were very numerous, but are now also become, 
in some degree, consolidated. The same busi* 
ness is, however, transacted by the same power,^ 
though in a rather different form, and therefore 
^ description of the several courts is requisite. 

The court of Guild-Hall is a very ancient 
court of record, held as the name expresses, 
before the lord mayor and sheriffs of York, for 
the time being, '^ for pleas, real, mixed, and 
personal ; and when any matter is to be argued 
or tried in this court, the recorder sits as judgQ^ 

y 3 



Mlih the lord ttiayor and «beriffa> and g;ives mlcsB 
4Uid jttdgmeote therein." 

. The court of Itustirngs^ the Mme aa one of 
fhat name in Crnildball^ London^ was ordained io 
he held every Ifonday^ The priyil^geis of this 
court were very peculiar^ and are thus desoHbed 
In an ancient record ; ^^ In this courts deeds 
may be enrolled, recoveries may be passed, 
wills may be proved ; replevins, writts of error, 
iw^ritts of right, patents, writts of waste, writts of 
|)artition, and writts of dower^ may be determ^inedj^ 
for any matters within the city of York and 
liberties thereoft 

^^ The method of enrolliii^ deeds Is thus :-r* 
$rst, the parties that sealed the deed, must go 
l>efore the lord mayor, or the recorder and opo 
fdderman, and acknowledge it to be their act and 
deedw^nd if a voife be a party, she is exainined 
hy them whether it was done freely by her, and 
without cpmpulsioq ; and then his lordship, Ac 
pets his or their hapds, in teiftimony thereof, 
Then the deed must be delivered to the clerk qf 
the eorQlIments, who wi)), at the cpyrt next ibl** 
lowing, cause proclamfition to be Inaili^^if l^py 
person pan say any thing why the said deed i^haU 
pot be enrolled, and then process to enroll 
the dftmc* 
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^ A deed enrolled in this court of CMIdh^U, 
in Yotk, is aecounted as good as a fine in com-* 
mon law ; for that it barrs the wife from elaiiiii»|^ 
ber dower. 

« ^^ When a will is to be proved in the court of 
ChtUdhaU, and if their eridence be fall, the 
clerk of the enrollments will enter it upon re« 
cordy which is the best way of proving willa 
touching estates in the city of York, and libertiti* 
thereof, &c. 

^^ When any person would replevy goods in 
York, be must go to the proAhonotary, or elerk of 
the court, and give in the particulars, and se« 
enrity to restore the goods or the value,, w case 
^pon a tryal it shall appear the same did nii^ 
belong unto him« And then the clerk will give 
a warrant to one of the sheri&' officers, to cause 
the goods to be appraised, and to deliver them to 
the plaintiff. After the appraisement made, and 
the goods delivered, the officer must make return 
ihereof to the clerk, &c.^ who will immediately 
thereupon certify the record thei^eof into tbk 
court, where the same must be decided. And if 
issue i^iall be joined, to try in whom i\i^ priiperty 
of the goods was when the same were taken, « 
jury must bo cnminaned to try the issue, &€«'' 

\4 
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In addition to the preceding^ several minor 
courts were ako formerly held^ yiz.: — The 
Lord Mayor's Courts or Court of Mayor and 
A}dermen — The Court of Law and Equity--^ 
The Court for Correction of Offences — The 
Court for determining of Pleas*— The Court of 
Orphans--^The Court of Common Council-^ The 
Court of Ward-mote— The Court of Hall-mote--^ 
The Court of Chamberlains^The Court of Co- 
ropersTT-Th^ Court of £scheator*>^-and the Court 
of Conservation of the river OusCi^ 

Some of the above courts are yet held ; and 
though the remaii^der are not separately sum- 
moned as heretofore, the general tenor of each 
and all of them, is carefully and strictly attended 
to. For this purpose, the lord mayor sits at the 
Guildhall, for the administration of justice, as 
well in his judicial, as in his magisterial capacity, 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, between, 
the hours of twelve and two^ In the admi- 
nistration of justice^ his lordship is generally at- 
tended by one or mpre aldermen, and the law 
officers. 

The Court of Ctmse^ation of the River €h$se, 
is, however, held before the lord mayor^^ at any 
time he may appoint^ within the respective counties 
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ttear the city. Thir is a very singular privilege 
possessed by the chief magistrate of York> audi 
therefore deserves particular notice. It is thus 
described in the old manuscript before mentioned : 
^< The lord mayor^ aldermen^ and recorder for 
ibe tiifte being, four, three, or two of them, of 
whom the lord mayor and recorder always to be^ 
have the conservation, and be justices to oversee 
and keep the waters and great rivers of Ouse, 
Humber, Wharfe, Derwent, Aire, Dun, as well 
in the county of York and Lincoln, and in the 
county of the city of York, that is the river 
Wharfe, from the water and river of Ouse unto 
the town and bridge of Tadcaster-^J9^nreptf, 
unto the town and bridge of Sutton — Aire, unto 
the town and pool of the milns at Knottingley— * 
JDiiii, to the town and milns of Doncaster, to 
correct and amend the defect thereof, and to the 
due execution of the statutes made for the like 
purposes, according to the strength, form, and 
effects, of the same, as well by their overseeing^ 
advisements, and directions, as by inquisition to 
be taken thereupon within the liberties, and 
without, if at any time it shall be needful ; and 
to hear and determine upon the premises, ac- 
cording to the law and custom of the realm; 
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They lire also to foresee. the streams^ inilne^ 
stankes^ pales^ piles, and kiddak^ made befortk 
the time of Edward^ the son of king Henry ; and 
thoflie which shall be found too high or strait^ to 
Gorpect, pull down, and mend, accordii^ to the 
form, force, and effect, of the aforesaid statutes, 
and according to the law and custom aforesaid ; 
and have authority to punish such as use on* 
lawful nets, or other unlawful engines in fishings 
or that take fish under size, or unseasonably^ 
And to do and execute all other things adngular 
in the waters and rivers aforesaid, within the 
marks and limits aforesaid, as the mayor and 
citizens of the city of London have used, or 
ought to do, in the water and river of Thames* 
Vide chart. EdvcQrd IV% anno regni }2, et anno 
dom. 1462." 



arm« Of tbe Citg of ^oth. 

The arpis of the city of York are representeil 
in the title-page of this work. Prior to the 
reign of William the Conqueror, they were 
argent, a cross gules, vix. : St. George's Cross. 
The five Liomsy we are informed^ were added by 



4Hie Conqueror^ ia memory of fire worthy and 
liernc magistrmtes^ viz. : Sir Bc^ert CliflfoM-— 
HowBgate — Taibott, wlio afterwards became lord 
Ta]batt-^Lia8eil8-<*«nd Erringham, who long 
and resolutely defmded the city against him, tiU 
^mine obliged them to submit. This was a very 
lurtuml oceurrenoe for the days of cbividry^ 
wrhem to confer honor^ as ^a reward for superior 
iralmir, was considered the greatest virtue of a 
«oiifiefort 

ancient Cugtomsf* 

DgAXE mentions an ancient custom which was 
ibrmerly observed in York^ <m St Thomas Vday; 
but which is now nearly forgotten. A friar of 
the priory of St. Peter in York^ used to ride 
through the oity, on horseback^ having his face to 
the horse's tail, with a rope in one hand, and a 
shoulder of mutton in the otheff He had two cakes 
hanging, one on his back, and also another on his 
breast. His face, was painted like that of 9LJew ; 
#nd the young men of the city riding with him^ 
fihouted youlf yauli whilst the officers preceded 
the procession, and proclaimed thus : ^^ On this 
4»yi » *b« third year of the reign of William 
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the Conqueror^ the friars of the priory of St. 
Peter betrayed the city, by suffering the forces of 
vthe Norman to pass through their religious house, 
in the dead of night, and thus effect, what they 
^CQuld not do by force of arms/' 

On this subject, the same writer further ob« 
4ervefr-r-thexe is a tradition that the conqueror 
having raised the siege of York, accidentally met 
with two poor friars, who had been in quest of 
provisions, and were returning laden as above 
described; Those friars, induced by a promise of 
reward, betrayed the city into the hands of the 
Norman ; and thus gave rise to this custom, which 
continued till the dissolution of the priory of St 
Peter. It's remembrance was kept up long after-r 
wards, by the artizans of the city dressing one of 
their comrades^ as a friar, whom they designated 
youl. This faint representation of that ancient 
custom is, however, now no longer practised. 

Another singular custom, not more ancient, 
but certainly more cruel, still exists. St. Luke's 
day is known in York by the name of Whip^ 
Dog- Day y from a strange custom in use among 
boys here, of the lower classes, who whip all 
the dogs that are seen in the streets on that 
day. ** Wheace," says Drake, " this uncmnmon 
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penecuiion took it's rise^ is uncertain ; yet^ 
though ii is certainly very old, I am not of 
opinion with some, that it is as ancient as the 
Romans. The tradition that I hare heard of 
it's origin, seems very probable, that in timlsi 
of popery, a priest celebrating mass at this 
festival, in some church in York, unfortunately 
dropped the pax after consecration ; which was 
snatched up suddenly, and swallowed by a dog 
that laid under the altar table. The profanation 
of this high mystery, occasioned the death of 
the dog ; and a persecution begun^ and has since 
continued on this day, io be severely carried on 
against his whole tribe in our city." 

Whatever may have been the cause of it's 
origin, the practice is highly reprehensible. To 
teaze and torture those faithful animals, as we 
see it annually done, is sufficient to drive them 
to madness ; whilst the ferocious delight which 
the practice excites and nourishes in the infant 
mind, must be highly detrimental to more vir-* 
tuous impressions, and to the growth of refined 
4l*nsibilit3% 

Under the impulse of those feelings, excited 
by having himself witnessed the evil effects of 
this cruel and barbarous custom, the author can-* 
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not but hete ^xpreis a hope f fafti the cIiLuef aa:« 
gistrate of this ctty^ and it'9 principal inhabitanii^ 
will^ ere long, unitedly evince that the rafferiiigs 
of the animal creation are not deened unworthy 
of their notice ; by a judicious interference to pre^ 
rent the continuance of a practice, repugnant 
to thoae benevolent feelings which characteriM 
the name of Britom* 
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Forfc : Frinied at the Herald-Office. 

% 



APPENBIX 

TO VOL, I. 

OF THE HISTORY OF YORK, «f»c. 



LATEST ACTS OF FARLIAMENT FOR CLEANSIKa AND LIGHTING THE 
STREETS^ FOR IMFROVING THE NAVIGATION OF THE RITER 

ovsE^ See* 



In the fear 1763, the foUowing Act was obtained, intituled, '^ An Act 
for the better cleansing and enlightening the Streets, Lanes, and public 
Ways of the City of York, and tlie Suburbs thereof, and of the Liberty 
vfSt. Peter within the said city ; and fir keeping the same in Repair 
t^nd free from Annoyance; aud for regulating the Hackney Coachmen 
and Chairmen, Carmen and Draymen, within- the tame," 



^ ^•€ 000 ^ 



w. 



REREAS the City of York is the capital city of PreaimhU* 
the northern parts of England, and is a place of great 
Ksort, and much frequented by persons of distinction and fbrtune, 
vhose residence there is of great benefit and advanti^e to the citiseos 
of the sdd city : And whereas the streets. Lines, and public ways of 
tiie said city, and the suburbs thereof, and of the liberty of St Peteif 
wdthin the said city, are not sufficiently lighted in the night^txme, for 
the convenience or safety of the inhabitant^ or of passengers therein^* 
and the pavements of such streets, lanes, and pubUc highways arfr 
not sufficiently deaiised or repaired, and are subject to many annoys 
ances, which cannot be e£&ctually redressed without the aid and autho- 
rity of Parliament : May it therefbre please your Majesty that it may 
be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's most excellent Msyesty, by 
and with the adyioe and oopsent of the lords spiritual and temporal^ 

A a 
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and cammons in this present parliament assembled^ and by the autho- 
rity of the same^ That all and every occupier and oc- 
^^Sib^ ^ cupiers ©£• any house or other building, tenement, gar- 
den, or grounds adjoining to any street, lane, or public 
way, within the city, suburbs, or liberty aforesaid ; and the church- 
wardens of each of the parishes in the said city and suburbs, and the 
owners^ head-officers, governors, directors^ or managers of meeting- 
houses, halls, and other public buildings and places within the said 
city, suburbs, or liberty, shall, from and after the first day of May, 1 763, 
twice in every week, to wit, on every Ihtesdatf and Saturday, between 
the first day of October and the first day of May, and once in every 
week, to wit, on Saturday between the first day of May and the first 
day of October, sweep and cleanse, or cause to be swept and cleansed, 
all the pavements before or against their respective houses, buildings, 
tenements, walls, gardens, and grounds, and before or against all 
churches, chapels, and other pnblie btdldings and places within the 
city, suburbs, and liberty aforesaid ; and shall respectively cause aU 
the dirt and soil> which shall be upon their said respective pavements, 
to be carried away from such pavements, the same day on which the 
same are hereby directed to be so swept and cleansed, before sun-set^ 
on pain that each person who shall be guilty of any neglect or default 
herein, shall fbrfeit Ss. 4d. for every such neglect or 
^ ' default, to be levied and recovered as hereafter men* 
tioned : And that in case any such house, building. 
Unoccupied tenement, garden, or grounds, shall be unoccupied, 
and the pavements adjoining thereto shall not be swept 
and cleansed, and the dirt and soil carried away therefrom at the times 
herein befi)re directed, then the surveyors to be appointed as hereafter 
mentioned for the parish or place wherein such unoccupied house, 
building, tenement, garden, or grounds, shall be situate, shaU, and are 
i^ereby authorized and required to cause such pavements to be swept' 
and cleansed, and the dirt and soil to be carried away therefhmi, at* 
the times herein before directed, the expense whereof shall be charged 
to, and allowed by, the parishioners of such parish, in such surveyors'* 
accounts, and the amount of such expenses shall be charged upon, and 
paid by, the next succeeding occupier or occupiers of such house, 
building, tenonent, garden, or grounds, to be levied and recovered a8< 
hereafter mentioned : And in case such succeeding occupier or occu- 
piers be a tenant, or tenants, then he or she shall and may, and iff 
heraby authorized to deduct, out of the rent of the same "premises, 
what shall have been paid or recovered from him or her on that ae*- 
«nuit, and 4e same eball be allowed to him or her, by the owner or 
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ewnets of aucib hfOKue, buldu^ tenement^ garden^ «r gnmn^s* «&• 
eotdk^y. 

And it is hereby fbrther enacted. That the mayor ^^^^ ^ 
and commonalty of the said dty, and the dean and jJean and 
duller of the cathedral and metrqpolitical church of Chapter, S^c. 
St. Peter of York, and the sulMihanter and vicars '^ cleanse, iSfc. 
ciionl of the same churchy shall cause to be swept and defuxsed, on the 
Tespective days, and at the respective times aforesaid, all the market* 
places, bridges, and other pavements within the said city and suburbs, 
and within the said Hberty, the maintaining whereof doth by usage^ 
presar^tion, or otherwise, respectively belong to the said mayor and 
commonalty, de^ and chapter, sub-chanter, and vicars choral; and 
shall cause all the dirt and soil thereof to be carried away froni such 
pavements, on the same day on which the same are hereby directed to 
be so swept, under the like penalty of 3s. 4d. for every r ^ 

n^^Iect or de&ult therein, to be paid by the steward s^'id!^ 
of the said mayor and commonalty, and the receivers 
respectivdy of istys said dean and chapter, and sub-chanter, and vicars 
choral, and to be levied and recovered as hereafter mentioned. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That if any person 
or persons shall throw, cast, or lay, or oause, or wil- Penalty of An-* 
ftdly suffer, to be thrown, cast, or laid, any hay or fi^yancesinthxi 
straw, or any wood, bricks, stones, casks^ scaffold- 
ii^ gravel, whins, ashes, manure, or other obstruo* 
tions or annoyances, into or in any of the said streets, lanes, or 
public ways, (other than and exLcept such rubbishy earth, and dirt, as 
shall be occasioned by the erecting, repairing, or pulling dovm any 
buildings or digging any foundation, cellar, or drain) and shall not 
cause the same to be carried away, and the pavement whereon the same 
shall have been kid to be weU swept and cleansed the same day before 
sun-set, and shall not also in the meantime leave sufEdent room for 
OBxriages to pass safdy by the same, such person or persons shall forfeit 
and pay the sum of ^ and the like sum fi>r every day he, she, or they 
shall permit the same to continue in any such street^ lane, or public 
Uray, to be levied and recovered as hereafter mentioned : And that all 
such rubbish, dirt, and other annoyances, as shall be ^ , , . . ^ 
in any such street, lane, or pubhc way^ by reason of, BuUdingstobe 
and during the erecting, repairing, or pulling down removedmso&n 
any building, or the digging any foundation, cellar, os possible, and 
or drain, shall be carried away, and the pavements ^aKe i^uildii^ 
thereon the same shall have been laid, shall be well UJinUhed^ 

Aa8 
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Bwept and eleansed before the end of eirery week, wad yfidh saeh rob- 

bish shall remain in any such street, lane, or public way, sufficient 

room ^all be left for carriages to pass by die same; and in ease suck 

work shall not be finished in one week, then all such dirt, rublnsh, or 

other annoyance, shall be carried away, and the pavements whereon 

the same shall hare been laid, shall be well swept and cleansed every 

Saturday, during the continuance of such work, before sun*set; and 

Liffht to be ^^ ^ S^'^ ^^ sufficient light shall be placed every 

hmgoutinthe nig^t before suurset, and kept burning all night, so 

meantime. ^ear the place where any heap of rubbfah, dirt, or 

other annoyance, occasioned by any such woric, shall be left, or where 

any pavements shall be broke up for any purpose whatsoever, and left 

op^ and unpaved after sun-set, that such place may be distinctly seen 

and (ivoided by passengers ; on pain that any person for whom sudi 

work shall be done, or who shall have the direction and n\anagement 

^ ^ . « thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 10s. for every 
On Penalty of , , ^ , ^ . ^ , . , , , 

10*. n^lect or default herein, to be levied and recovered as 

hereafter mentioned : And that no pa*son shall, on any 
Other Anrwi^ pretence whatsoever, hoop, wash, cleanse, wr gre for 

bending, or cause to be hooped, washed, deansed, or 

fired for bending, any cask, tub, or other vessel; or slaughter, or cause 

to be slaughteredf any cattle, calves, sheep, lambs, or swine, in any 

such street, lane, way, or public passage ; or throw any dirt, rubbish, 

dung, or other filth, into any public or private drain, vault, or sink, in 

-, , the said city, suburbs, or liberty, on pain of forfeiting 

* the sum of 10s. for every such ofience, to be levied and 

recovered as hereafter mentioned : And that no person shall, on any 

pretence whatsoever; set, place, or keep, or cause, or wilftdly sufl^, 

, to be set, placed, or kept, any shop, stall, shed, table^ 

NoStcdlsinthe , , , i i i . . v 

Streets. bench, or seat, pr any vessel or basket, m any such 

street, lane, or public way, for the sale of fhiit, toys, 
or any other wares, (except only in the public market*places of the 
said city on marketrdays, or fkir-<days) on pain of fbrfeiting the sum 
P u Q 4j <^Ss, 4d. for every such offenee, to be levied and reco*. 

vered as hereafter mentioned : And also that no person 
shall pick or sift any dirt, dust, i or ashes, in any street, lane, or publio 
way within the said dty, suburbs, or liberty aforesaid, on pain of fbr* 
feiting the like sum for every such offence, to be levied and recovered 

in like manner : And that no waggon, cart, or other 

Carriages not carriage, shall remain longer in any such street, lane, 

fo remain long f,; , , ., , 

in ih^ Streets ^' pubbc way^ than whilst the same can be convert 

^Q^ '?iiently loaded or unleaded, and mi aft^ i^ is dar^i;^ 
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mak iHtbom Mme pemoB aUe to guide tiie bmEses drawing ^ flsrae^ 

aor WIS to obttmct or hmdcr other carriages &oai saMy paasing tf 

the flame: And that no ooach^ chaise^ cart^ waggon^ or other c|rnagev 

cr anj part thereof^ shall be set in any such street^ Isne^ or public way 

to make mt mend; and that no empty coach or chaiae shall remal» 

knger in any such street^ lane^ or public way> than whilst the aame is 

in waiting for company^ nor without some person Me to guide Q» 

kffisea drawing the same: And that no person shall tum out or dxivi^ 

or came to be turned out or dxi-ven^ any horse <Mr lumtes kose and mk* 

gmded into or in any such street^ lane, or public way: And ihat s* 

driver of any coo(^, chaise, waggon, cart, cr other whed canii^ cw 

dray, nor any person or persona riding or leadi^ any hotae or honei^ 

siiall, without neoessi^, drive, ride^ or lead the same upon the £ag^ 

atones deagned io^ foot-passengers, or so near the houses in any of tih» 

aaid streets, lanes, or public ways, that foot-passengers cannot sa&lf 

pass by the same, on pain that any driver of any such coech, chaise, 

oart, wi^a^n, or other carriage, or any coach^maker, wheel- wnght, <w 

•dier pcsBon, who shall, by act or wil&d defimlt, o£Pend in the pre* 

misesy ahall fixr&it and pay the sum of 5s. for each . 

offence, to be levied and recovered as hereafter men* ^^ ^ ^ 

lioned. 

And i» the keeping the pavements of the said dty, 

suburbs, sndHberty, in good repair and order, Beit Occvpiers cf 
«, ,,, ..« .j««. 11 Homes and 

tother enacted by the authority aforesaid. That all q^enemcnts to 

fllid every occupier or occupiers of any bouse, buildii^, keep tJmr 

garden, or grounds, a4}oining to any street, lane ot -P^^^/^ii* «| 

public way within the city, suburbs, or liberty afore- * 

said, and the owner or owners of any such house, building, garden, cr 

grounds, being empty, or untenanted, or unoccupied, respectively, and 

^e churdi wardens of each of the parish diurches within the sod city, 

and the owners, governors, directors, wardens, or mani^ers of all 

meetiBg-hoineB, halls, or pnbhc buildings, within the city, suburbsj^ 

and liberty afcwesaid, shall, before the 89th day of September, K63« 

put into good and sufficient repair, and from thenceforth keep well and 

sufficiently repaired, all the pavements within the said dty, suburbs, 

pid liberty, which, by tenure, usage, or otherwise, ought to be by them 

Respectively repaired and maintained: And also that the mayor and 

commonalty of the said city, and the said dean and chapter, and the 

said 8ubi^i«nter and vicars choral of the said liberty, respectively, 

shall, before the 29th day of September, 1763, cause all the pavemente 

within the ^aid city, suburbs^ and liberty^ which, by tc|iiu:e, usage, or 
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otherwise, might to be repaired and mmitMned at the dbugm o£ the 

^Bid mayor and oomnumalty^ dean and chapter^ nb-chanter^ and ncara 

choral^ respectively, to be pat into iike good and sufficient repair, and 

from thenceftrth to be kept well and suffieientiy repaired: And that 

when any pavement in the said dty, saburbfl;, or liberty, ahall be laid 

anew, or repaired, the same shall be laid upon a level with the a4ioin« 

ing pavementa on each side thereof, and with a soffident akfe fbr the 

water to run off towards the channel; and in caae any such oocupien 

er owners, chuxeh-wardens, governors, directora, or managora as afine- 

aaid, shall neglect to repair and make good such pavenoiettta in manner 

aforesaid, for the space of ten days after notice given thereof to the 

person or persons, body pditic or corporate, who oi^t to "■*««>*Mn 

such pavement, (whidi notice th^ mayor, or any justice of the peae» 

of the said dty, or any justice of the peace for the said liberty^ 

or the surveyors to be nominated or qipointed as hereafler me&* 

iioned^ o? any of them, are or is hereby required to give^ or cause i 

to be given) then the surveyors of the respective parishes and plaeea | 

wherein ouch n^ect or de&ult shaU be, or any two or maie jus* 

tioes of the peace within whose jurisdiction such pavcounta shall he, 

shaU and may, and they are hereby authoriaed and required to order ' 

md appoint such parson or persons, as they respectively shall think fit^ 

eifectually to repair and maice good the sam^ or canae the same to be 

ao repaired and made good, at the diarges of such occupier or occu* 

piers, owner or ownos, churchwardens, governors, directors, or ma« 

nagers, respectivdy, who is or are respectivdy liable by law, to repair. 

and make good the same : And in caae any such pcfioD or persons, so 

liable, shall refuse to pay the chaigea of sudi paving or repairing aa 

aforesaid upon demand, any two or more sudi juatioes shaU and may> 

and are hereby authorised and required, by warrant under their hands 

and seals, to levy and rdse, by distress and sale of the gooda and chat^ 

tds of the person or persons so revising, such sum of money as will 

answer and pay the charges and expenses of such paving and reftaiiog 

as aforesaid, and also the charge and expensea attending sudi distresa 

and sale, leaving the overplus in the hands of the constable, for the 

use of the owner or owners of sndi goods and chattels : And in case of 

^uch defoult in the said mayor and commonalty, dean and chapter, or 

sub-chanter and vicars choral,, respectivdy, such pendty shall be paid 

by and levied upon their several officer or agent, called the dt^ 

steward, or receivers of the said dean and chapter, subshantori 90^ 

tncara duwal. 



' Ancl it it beieby fiirtJier enacted. That wben any Pc^vemenU 
fttTeraent in ihe said dty, saburba, cr liberty, ahall be taken upjor 
taken uplbrthep!iiT»aeofUying,fhdng, or repaSring, ^j^Jif^^ 
ttiy pipe 6r pipea nnder the aame, fiir conyeylng wate^ again. 
Itom die water«woi%B in the aaid dty to atty hooae or 
Imilding:^ die pavement ao taken up ahall, within one day after audi 
pipe or pipea ia or are aohdd. Hated, or repaired, be well and aoffidently 
renewed and made firm and lerel With the i^t of audi pavement, ta 
die aa^i&etion of die peraon or peraons, body politic or ootpohite, who 
ahall hy law be bound to keep audi pavement in repair ; and in the 
meantime, until the same ia repaired, the owner, agent, ot manager of 
aueh water-worka, shall, at hia own diargea, fix up a aoffldent l^t ao 
near the phee so dug up, diat the aame may be diatincdy aeen, and 
shall oontinne audi light ftom aun-aet to aun-ridng, on pain that aucb 
owner, agent, or manager of auch water- worka ahall fbrftit and pay 
the aum of lOa. for every neglect or defiralt in not q Penalt f 
00 repairing any pavement ao dug up, or not fixing up io«. fxr gaoh^ 
and continuing auch light aa aforeaaid, to be levied and negUet. 
recovered aa hereafter mentioned. 

Provided always. That it dial! and may be lawfU Causeways in 
fbft the aaid mayor and commonalty to cause any of the ike Suburbs 
loada in die subnrba of the aaid dty, whidi dieyso nmybethrown 
ought to repair as aforeaaid, to be thrown up and oo- J^Uk gravel 
vered with stone and gravd in die manner of turnpike* 
locds, 80 as sudi roada be kept constantly wdl covered with good 
gravd, and in good order and condition, on the penalty sfiiresaid* 

I¥ovided also. That nothing herein contained shall 
extend to diarge any person or body corporate with the 
repairs of any such streets, or public passages or places, who or whidi 
18 not by law now chargeable with die repairs thereof. 

And it is hereby fturdier enacted. That the wheels nn / /• 
of every waggon, cart, or odier carriage of the like Waggord, 8^c. 
kind, kept or used for carrying goods or other things *> have FeUlet^ 
for hire, widim die said dty, suburbs, *r liberty ; and *** i^^eswide. 
the wheels of every waggon, cart, or other such carriage, in which 
bricks, tiles, stones, or gravel shall be carried within the said dty, 
suburbs, or liberty ; or in whidi coals are carried fWmi the river Ouse, 
or any coal-yards in the said dty, suburbs, or liberty, to be delivered 
in the same dty, suburbs, or liberty; and die wheels of every dray, 
mlly, &r other carriage of the like construction, or used or to be used 
ibr the fike purposes as rubies are now used fw, and which shall be 
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drawn and used wiibin t^ said city or tlie saburbs tbereof^ or libe^^ 
aforesaid^ for bire> sliall, af^er the 5tli day of Aprils 1764, be luade 
with fellies ax inches broad at the leasts and of a flat even soiface in 
_ .,^ every part of such fellies; and also that ho more than, 

ao more ihm OP^ ^n of any sort of liquid shall be drawn at one tone 
€0e Ton of Li- i^n any sudi rally, or other carriage of the like con- 
fdd at oji£ atruction as rallies, en pain that the Owner or ownm,^ 
driver or drivers, of any such waggon, cart, dray, roUy, 
or other carriage of the like constraction, used or .to be nsed for hire 
fiar the like purpo^s for which rulHes are now used, and which shall 
be 80 nsed or drawn after the said 5th day c^ April, 176i, with anji; 
. wheel or wheels, the fellies of which shall be less than six inches 
broad, and not of a fiat even surface in every part thereof,^ and the 
•wner or owners, driver or drivers, of any such rally, or other carriage 
cf the like constraction, on which more than one ton of any sort oC 
Hquid shall be drawn at one time, shall respectively, for every offence. 
On Penalty of forfeit and pay the sum of 5s. to be levied and reoo* 
Bs» eadt vered as albresajd. 

And for the better lighting the said dty and 
•^^^""i^* suburbs, and liberty aforesaid, in the night-time, be 

it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That, from and after the 
5^th day of June, 1763, such a number of lamps as are particularly 
mentioned in the schedule hereunto annexed, marked with the letters 
A A, and intituled, A schedule, shmoing tfi^ number qflampg to bejixei 
up, and lighted in each parigh and place milnn the dty of York, tubmrbt- 
thereof and liberty of St, Peter, within the said cUy, with the distance* 
at which the same are ta^ be fixed in the principal streets and places, shall 
be provided by such parochial rates and assessments as are hereafter 
expressed, in the several and respective parishes and places within the 
aaid dty, and the suburbs thereof, and within the said Uberty; and 
that all such lamps shall be bell lamps, and eleven inches in diameter, 
and all as near as possible of the same kind and goodness in allrespectidi 
and shall be either fixed with kons against the walls of the streets^ 
lanes, and public ways of the said respective parishes or places, or upon 
strong posts fit to support the same ; and that, from and after the first 
day of October, 1763, all such lamps shall be lighted at sun^set evexy 
evening, and. kept buraing till twilight every morning, from the first 
4^y of October to the 31st day of March inclusive in every year, and 
during the. week of the annual horse-races at or near York ; and such 
number of lamps shall be. so provided for and kept fixed vb^ as afore- 
said in each of the said parishes aui} places within the said city. 



^tmi^^ and liberty^ as is particularly specified and expressed in tlie 
said schedule herein before referred to as aforesaid. And it is hereby 
fbrther enacted^ That^ in such streets and places where the distance 
between one lamp and another is not fixed by the said schedule^ not 
txoeeding forty yards on the same side of the way, the lamps shall be 
placed in sach places, and at such distances, within the said city and 
suburbs, as the lliree aldermen of the respective wards in which such 
streets and places shall be respectively situated, and the two surveyors^ 
and one of the collectors for the time being, to be appointed in pur-* 
suance of this act for such respective parishes, or the miyjor part of 
diem ; and, within the said liberty, as two jusljces of the peace of the 
said libei^y (one of whom to be the dean or a residentiary of the said 
cathedral church) and the two surveyors thereof, or the major part of 
them, AsSl think fit, so as'no such lamp be fixed farther fxDm the end 
of each sudi parish in the said city and suburbs than twenty yards; 
and that the said aldermen, surveyors, ancl collectors^ respectively, or 
tiie miyor part of them, if they find it necessary, may add any number 
of lamps, not exceeding two in each or any of the parishes in the said 
dty and suburbs, to the number specified in the schedule hereunto 
annexed ; «nd diat such two justices and surveyors of the Said liberty> 
or the miyor port of ihem, may add any numb^ of lamps, not exceed- 
ing five in the said liberty more than the number respecting them iti 
the said annexed schedule* 

And it is hereby further enacted. That the charges of purchasing 
and xxroviding sudi a number of lamps as shall be necessaiy to be pur-* 
diased, to make up the number to be fixed and set up in each of the 
said parishes and places within die city, suburbs, and liberty aforesaid, 
and the irons, posts, and other material* necessary and requisite fot 
fixing and supporting the same, as well as the charges of lighting, at« 
tending, and dressing all the lamps in the said respective parishes and 
^^Uces, shaQ be paid out of the first year's rate or assessment which 
^all be made upon the said parishes and places respectively, as hete^ 
afler mentioned ; and the f\iture charges of lighting, attending, dress-r 
ing, and repairing all such lamps in each of the said parishes and 
places, firom time to time, shall be paid by and out of the annual 
rates and assessments to be made upon the said respective parishes an4 
places^ as hereafter mentioned. 
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ParttluanenSf And ioar the better and more eflbctnal ezeendtte «£ 

r^S*4f' fl *^ "*' ■"'^ ^^' dcftmying the expense of brnying, aeW 

yearS^upwardt ^^ up, and maintaining the said lamps, and supplf- 

to choose Sur^ ing the same with proper materials, it is hereby further 

SbZts%*^9o enacted. That the inhabitants of each of the parishes 

Assessors and ^"^ extra^porochial places of the said dty of Yoi^, 

Electors of and the suburbs thereof, and of the liberty of St. Peter 

"^'^ within the said dty, who diall be rated and i 



to the land-tax at four pounds by the year, or upwards, ^ any tene- 
ment or tenements in each such parishes or places respectively, or in 
the said liberty, and no other person or persons, are hereby aothorized, 
fsnpowered, and required to assemble and meet on the first Wednesday 
in June, 1763, and on the first Wednesday in June in every year ^kU 
lowing, between the hours of ten and twelve in the finrenoon, in the 
vestry of their respective parish churches, or in some other proper 
. place (public notice having been first given thereof in 

iriuen. ^^ respective parish churches of the said dty and 

suburbs, on the Sunday next before such intended 
tteeting, immediately after divine service, and in the sesdons-hall, or 
eourt-houae, for the liberty of St. Peter aforesaid, at the general quarter 
sessions for the said liberty, or any adjournment thereof next pre* 
deding the said first Wednesday in June in every year; which notice 
the churchwardens of each such parish, and the derk of the peace £br 
the said liberty, at such sessions or the adjoummeBt there(^, shall, and 
are hereby required to cause to be given;) and on the day of such first 
meetings or on any other day or days before the S5th day of the saqie 
month of June, (of which the like public notice shaU be given as afore- 
said) the said inhabitants so assembled, or the major p^ of them, 
shall and jnay, and are hereby required to nominate and appoint fi>ur 
substantial inhabitants of each of the said respective parishes, and of 
the said liberty, respectively, then being householders in the parish or 
place for which they shall be so a]^inted, and liable to serve parish 
offices therein, two of which four persons shall be appointed by the 
inhabitants of the said parishes, places, and liberty, respectivdy, to be 
surveyors of the streets, lanes, and puUic ways within the respectivie 
parishes and limits for which they shall be so chosen and appointed as 
aforesaid, and also assessors of the rates and assessments to be. made 
upon the said respective parishes and places, for the purposes hereafter 
mentioned; and the other two of such four persons, so to be nomi* 
nated, diiall; by the rest of such inhabitants req)ectively so assembled, 
tv tha major part of them, be iqppointed coUectom of the same nJtot 
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•nddatiai; and such leqpective penons^ 80 to be appointed sarreycyni 
iif auch stieetay laaea^ and public waya, are hereby authorized and r^ 
quired to cauae thia act^ and every dauae and provision herein^ to h^ 
duly obeerved and put in execution within their several parishes and 
limited respectively, and the several forfeitures and penalties which 
shall or niay became due or payable for the breach thereof, by virtue 
of thia acty to be duly levied, recovered, and applied, from time to 
lime, affoofding to the true intent and meaning of this act : And such 
anryeyon and collectors respectively, so to be nominated and appointed^ 
ahall aerve and execute the said offices and employments respectively 
fiom the S5th day of June in each year, for one whole year next en- 
aumg^ and tiBroth^ such officers shall be so nominated and appointed 
in their room : And in caae any person, so nominated 
or appointed, Ahall lumpen to die or remove out of the 2)eaM ^ 
said parish or jdace, for which he waa so appointed sur-> others to be 
Teyor or collector as aforesaid, before his year is ex«- ^f^^^^* 
|iiied, or shall refiiae or neglect to take upon him such office; in ally 
iif thoae caaes the churchwardens of the parish or place for which such 
person, so dying, removed, or refriaing to act (in case such parish or 
.place be within the said city or suburbs) on the next Sunday after such 
vacancy shall. have happened ; and the clerk of the peace for the said 
liberty (in case such vacancy shall happen within the same) at the next 
.general quarter^sessions for the said liberty, or any adjournment pre^ 
vious thereto, shall give such public notice, aa herein before mentioned^ 
«f such vacancy, and of the day on which such inhabitants aa afore-« 
said of the same parish or place are required to meet to supply the 
same; and such inhabitants as aforesaid of the same parish or place 
shall and may, and are hereby required to meet, on the day for which 
such notice shall be so given, in the vestry of the same parish, or in 
such other proper place as aforesaid, and then and there they, or the 
major part of them, shall nominate and appoint some other substantial 
householder of the same parish or place, liable to serve parish offices 
aa aforesaid, to supply such vacancy along with the other surveyor or 
collector (as the case may happen to be) of the same parish or place, 
till the annual day of election of surveyors and collectors then nqxt 
, ensuing; and to act in the meantime with the same power and au« 
. thority in all respects, as if such person had been nominated one of the 
said surveyors at such annual day of election aa aforesaid. And it is 
hereby further enacted. That every person, who shall be so annually 
. nominated and: appointed to any such office or employment as afQre<« 
. <ai4; or.ivhQ idiaU be so nomiioated and appointed in the room of afiy, 

Bb2 
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ether person w dyings repiaTed^ ar reftudng to act^ sball^ williin tei| 

days after such a]^iiitment, aeoept of such offioe pr efui^ymeiit to 

which he shall he so an[x>ipted in pursoanee of thia act^ and mgoaiy 

such his ao^ptance hy writing under his hand^ in the puhMc lKM)k4o 

be k^t fox the purpose of entering the aooounta of audi surveyors in 

each of the said parishes and places ; and if any peraon, so noiraiiate^ 

fuid appointed^ shall neg^t at reftae so to accept of the office or em« 

ployment to wbiph he dball he so a^winted in pursuance of this act^ 

irach person^ so neglecting or leftimg, shall forftit the 

^h!^ sum of 5/. to he levied and reooTered as hereafter 

ipentiimed^ and to be paid to the acting aurveyw oi* 

ironreym of the same parish^ to go and be ifplie^ i^ and towards the 

expense of lighting and maintaining the lamps in the peridi w plao^ 

for which such person hath so neglected or refUsed to serve. 

And it is hereby further enacted^ That so much of 
Fla^stobean-' *^^ ^tte&i called New-Street, otherwise Cumberiand^ 
nexedtocertain Row, as is deone^ to be extrapaiochial, shall be ow^ 
ffarishesfor the gtrued and taken to be within the paritfi of St. Mai^ 
purposes oj 19 ^^^^ Coney-Streety in t|ie said dty, fox all the purposes 
of this act^ and shall be within the survey of the sutt 
Teyors of the said parish of St. Jdartin, herein before mentioned; 
tpnd that the place called Mint" Yard, and so much of the street called 
Jjendal, a$ is deemed to be extraparochial, shall be construed and taken 
.to be within the parish of St. Wijfre^ in the said city^ for all the pur-t 
poses of this actj and shall be within the survey of the surveyors of th^ 
fuiid parish of St. Wilfred herein before mentioned, in the seine manner 
as if the said respective places had beeii anciently within the said 
respective parishes : But that to all other purposes to which this ac( 
doth not extend, the said respective places, or so much thereof as la or 
are now extraparocbial, shall from hencefort]i continue and remain as \^ 
this act had not been made^ any thing herein contained to the coptniry 
potwithstandipg. 

, And it i? hereby fVirther enacted. That ftom a^d after 

wade by ike *?*® ^^ ^*^ *^y <>^«^"«^> 1 ^63, the several persons whc| 
Surveyors jor shall be nopaipated and appointed surveyors of the said 
'woviding and respective parishes and liberty, shall, within fourteen 
■ "^ -f^' days after they shall be so respectively appointed in 
every year, meet at some public place within their respective parishes 
and limits, (notice of every such meeting being always given in thei^ 
^respective parish churches as aforesaid, for the faid dty and suburbs, 
^e SM,nd(^ next before ;uch v^efitS^^ iiome^iBtef t <tfter djiviiic seryz^j 
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ndlatl»nld^iBarfon-hiffl^iir«»iirt4iotne, ibr thie valfl liberty , tihree 
diys beftre every such meeting ; whidi notiice the surveyors of each of 
the nid respective paridieb^ or one of them, and the constable of ihb 
fRid Ifterty^ are or is heneby required to give or cause to be given) and 
iSbefk and there liie said surveyors^ or one of them^ together with sudi 
mother pariihionen and inhabitants of their said respective parishes^ and 
of the sttd Hberty^ respectively^ being then assessed to the land-tax 
at 4tL by the year^ or iqiwards^ as shall be there assembled^ or thiB 
puQor part of theni; diall and may, and are hereby empowered tod ie« 
iiuired to make a rate or assessment upon all houses and public or pn* 
tate buildings of every kind^ which^ at the time of the making of any 
Aicii rate^ are assessed or assessable to the land-tax (courts of justice^ 
hospitals^ ahnsrhouses^ and work-houses for the poor^ only excepted;) 
and upon all ftontsteads, yards^ orch^fds^ ai^d gardens^ assessed or 
assessable to the land-tax^ situate^ lyipg^ and being within the said pa-* 
rifles respectively^ and within the said liberty ; such rate and assess^ 
ment to be a charge upon the occupi^ or occupiers of the premises so 
nt^ in case there be a known occupier or occupi^ thereof; and If 
|iot^ then to be a charge irpon the owner or owners thereof respectively; 
a|id in case of such public buildings^ then to l!)e a charge upon any 
person or persons who shall act as owner or owners^ governor or go« 
▼ernors, director or directors thereof respectively^ and to be made bj 
^ equal pound-rate in proportion as the same premises are or shall be 
^issessed to the land-tax ; which rate and assessment^ when so made in 
ptumuoioe of this act^ together with a duplicate thereof^ shall be signed 
and confirmed by two or more justices of the peace of the said city and 
fcounty of the ^ame^ for and in respect of the respective parislies in the 
said dty and suburbs^ md by two justices of the peace of the said li- 
iierty, for and in respect of the said liberty. 

And it is b^reby ftirther enacted. That after such ^ . _y, ^, 
Tate or assessment shall be so made and confirmed as Quarierh* 
sforesaid, one part thereof, so signed and confirm.ed, 
shall be kept by the said surveyors, or one of them, and the duplicate 
thereof^ so signed and confirmed, shall be delivered by the said sur- 
veyors, «• one of them, to the two persons who shall then be collector% 
appointed as afi)resaid, of the rates and assessments to be made by vir-* 
tue of this act; and such collectors, or one of them, are hereby r^ 
quired, without any other warrant, to demand and collect quarterly 
ijtke several sums specified in such rate or assessment, of and from thi^ 
several persons who ought to pay the same by the true meaning of this 
fct; an^ to give receipts^ in writing under t|ielr l^nds^ ^if required) 
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ffxr what ibey ahall le leedve; and the mihd, wl&eii so collected uA, 
received^ shall be paid over quarterly by the said coUectore, or <me of 
them, to the then surreyovs of the same parish or place for which such 
rate shall have been made, to be applied aa hereafter is directed; which 
said surveyors shall gjive receipts,^ in writing under their hands, to thc^ 
said colleptora for what they shall so receive. 

And it is hereby tother enacted. That if In any 
App^tmeni pwish or place, parishes or places, within the said dty, 
of' Surveyors suburbs, or liberty afinresaid, no such sorveyora shall 
By Parisfies, ^jg appointed in any year, within the tiipe herein befiwQ 
Jiudices to ap* i- .. j , -i. ^ ^ .1. . i. 

j^jil^ limited and prescribed for that purpose^ or such an« 

nual rate shall not be made, aa is herein before di- 
rected, within the time for that purpose herein before limited^ then 
the mayor and any two other justices of the peace of* the said city and 
county of the same, (in case such definilt shall be in any of the pa« 
Irishes oi the said city and suburbs) or any two such juaticea of the 
aaid liberty, (in qise such default shall be in any place within the said 
liberty) shall and may nominate and appoint two of the most sub* 
Ytantial inhabitants of the respective parish or place, pariahes or plac^ 
wherein 9uch default shall be, liable to serve parish offices therein, to 
be the purveyors for isuch respective parish or parishes, place or places^ 
till the then next annual day of election of surveyors as aforesaid^ 
which surveyors, so by ^e said justices to be appointed, shall have the 
fame powers and authority, and shall be sul\}ect to the same penaltiea 
and forfeitures in aQ respects, as if they had been nominated by the 
parishioners and inhabitants of such parish or place as aforesaid; and. 
AnA thfi Vk ' ^ ^^ ^^^ annual rate or assessment shall not be 
Case qfDef€ttdt Ipade as afor^d, for any parish or place, parishes or 
^ making places, witliin the said city or suburbs, within the 
' ^^^^'' time herein befi>re limited for that purpose, then the 

aaid mayor, or any twp other juatices of the peace of the said city and 
aounty of the same, (in case such rafe shall be n^ected to be made i 
any of the parishes of the said city or suburbs) or any two justices of 
the said liberty, (in case such rate shall be so neglected to be made vik 
the said liberty^ shall and may^ and are hereby authorized and re^ 
quired to make apd settle such rates and assessments, as ought to have 
been made by the said surveyor^ in each such parish or place within 
the said dty or suburbs, or liberty aforesaid, by the true meaning of 
this act ; which rates and assessment, so inade by the said justices 
^respectively, shall, in those cases, be as valid and effectual, to all ii|<« 
tepts and purposes^ to he devaanded, collected, md l^yied^ 419 if th^ 



.dkmelud been miide io the manner herein before Brst mentioned: 
. And such jiudcei respecdyely shall also^ in such cases <)nly, nominate 
. and appoint two substantial inhabitants of such respecitive parishes and 
places as aforesaid^ to be collectors of the rates so by them to be mada 
as afixesaid; and such surveyors and ooUectors^ so by them to be no« 
minated and appointed as aforesaid^ shall and are hereby required tti 
take upon them the said offices respeetivelyy and to execute the same 
in all respects as if they had been nominated by such psrishes and 
places xespectivetyi on pain of forfeiting the like penalties as are herein 
befove inflicted for neglecting or refusing to eawcute such offices 
respectively, upon the nomination of the said respective parishionara 
and inhabitants thereto. 

And it is hereby fiurther ^lacted. That if any person or persons, by 
. whom a^y such notice ought to be given as aforesaid^ shall wilfully re« 
. ftiae or neglect to giv% or cause to be given, such notice in the propar 
.parish church of the aaid dty and suburbs, or ih such sessions-hall, or 
, by the constable for the said liberty, as ia herein before directed or re« 
quired, or to assess or collect such rates and assessments as aforesaid, 
being thereunto appointed as aforesaid, eyery such person- shall, Av 
every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of £ve 
pounds, to beleviedandrecoveredaahereinafter men- ^f^^yfi^^JJ^ 
,lioned, to be applied towards tjie expense of lighting 
. the lamps in. the parish or place in respect whereof 
such ofience shall be committed. 

And it is hereby Airther enacted. That in esse any j^^g iohele* 
person or persons, so rated and assessed as aforesaid, viedb^Distresg 
shall refiise or neglect to pay the sum or sums of q!^^^ ^ 
money at which he, she, or they shall be so rated or 
assessed, for the space af four days after the ssme shall be demanded 
.as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said collectors 
jrespeetively, by warrant under the hands and seals of two or more of 
, the justices of the peace within whose jurisdiction the party or parties 
4K> neglecting or refiising shall respectively reside, to levy the money, 
,ao reftised or n^lected to be paid, by distress and sule of the goodi 
,and chattels of the person or persons so refusing or neglecting, together 
with all the costs and charges of such distress and sale, vend<^ng the 
•verplus (if any be) to the owner or owners of such goods and cha^tds* 

And it^is hereby further enacted. That in case any 
money, received by mf such collector or collectOTs> by ji^^i^s f^ j^ 
^rirtue qi any such <rate or assessment, shall at any time made up b^^m 
.ftieloat by the insolvency of any such wllecwr or col- ^^t^ism^^^ 
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lB^toirB> then a new or addiddnfil asBessroent or tfilesanielitfl ^tuiQ %0 
made by the surveyors for the time being, lucid pariafaianeraof the sauie 
parish^ or inhabitftnts of (he said liberty^ where siidi loss shall hi^ 
pe% or the major paart of them^ at a public meetti^ ta beby item held 
fe that purpose^ (such notice having been first given thereof by sodi 
im ve y o i's at a^resaid) for the supplying and making np tach ]o6» oe* 
deficiency^ and also the charges necessarily oocaaioned by 4at oaaoooimt 
•f the same* 

^^ . . And w&ercas several houses in the isid city and 

Case of Houses ■'^^^"^i^s, and in the said hberty^ art^ by the landhmbr 
id. in seiferal or owners- thereof^ let out in divers teftonents to se* 
Mofdl Tene* ^^^^ tenants, whereby it is difficult to rate and asses* 
such houses, or to recover such rates and i 



when made, for remedy whereof be it enacted by the authority afinre* 
mid. That the owner or owners of all such houses or tenements^ w^h 
shall be so let to or occupied by two or niore tenants, i^iall and may faa 
laited and assessed in and towards any annual rate or assessment to be 
jsade^ as herein before directed; and the sum or sunai^ at which tll^ 
lespecdve own^s of such houses or tenements shall be so rated, shalf 
he demanded of, and shall be liable to be paid by, any two or mfire ef 
the occupiers of any part or parts of such houses or (enementa: And 
m case any occupier or occupiers of any part of such houses or tene* 
Botents shall refuse or n^lcd to pay the same for the space of jfonr daya 
after the same shall be demanded, then the same, or so mudi thereof 
88 shall, not be so paid, shall be levied by distress and sale of the 
goods or chattels of him, her, or- them so refhsing> in like manner as 
other like rates and assessments may be levied and recovered by virtue 
of this act ; and such occupier or occupiers of such houses or teiiement#^ 
is and are hereby required to pay the sum or sums of money, whidbi 
thatl be so rated and assessed on the owner or owners thereof^ in pur« 
aoance of this act; and such occupier or oociq^iers is and are hereby 
authorized to deduct the same out of his, her, or their rent, (unless 
there be an actual agreement between them and their respective land* 
lords to the contrary) and the said landlords, both mediate and imme- 
diate, according to their respective interests, are hereby required U> 
allow such deductions and payments upon receipt of the residue of 
their rents; and, every tenant paying such assessment or assessmeota, 
shall be acquitted and discharged for so much money as the said a»» 
^ssment or assessments shall amount unto, in the same manner as if 
the same had been actually paid to such person or persons to whom 
his, her, or their rent should have b^n dve.and payable^ so as tbM 
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ife no iaA agreeiMnt betwem Mdi Mspeetive teoimts and tbdrland- 

And be it Aurdier enaeted by the latbinity afere^ /„ ^^^ ^^ (}^ 

•lid, Hull whm eiijpenoii or penmui ihall come into, cupiers remove 

or oseupy ^ny houie, grmmd, or lenemeBt^ duvgeftble *>^>iZal<?«fo Ar 

with jnyiniiiinuiit ly virtue of thiitct, out of qr Z''^^''^^- 



fton wiMck any oCber pefiott, ao aMoned, shall be remofed, or whidi, 
at the timeof maktfigiiieb aaaesMnent, wot enpty or nnoecupied, that 
tbctt every peraoo ao mnoriiig fWmi, end every person so eoming into 
«r ooenps^ the flame> aball be liable to pay to auch assessment in 
proportion to the time that audi peraon occupied the same respeetively^ 
7B the same mannei;, and under the like penalty of distress, as if such 
paaon ao reme^Fipg had not ronoved, or sudi person so coming in or 
fif)OtLjpfuig hod been origioally rated in snch assessment; which said 
lapoportifla, in esse e# dSapnte, shall be ascertained and determined by 
apo or wore jnaticea of the peace within whose jurisdiction such assess* 
ment diaU be due and payable. 

And it la hetd^y farther enacted^ That it shall and Snrtf^ots to 
nay be lawAil ftr the said surveyors of the said re- contract for 
wp9elh» paHdiea within the aaid dty and suburbs, ^^;»> <^<^- 
«id ihr the aaid snrveyors of the said liberty, with the eons^t of the 
pajor part of the panshioners of such respective perishes, and of the 
4ldiahltaiitB of die said liberty, reflectively assembled at a public meet-* 
ing, (after notiee thereof, given as aftresaid, three days befbre sndi 
meeting) to contract with any person or persons for the lamps herein 
helbit durectied to be provided in efich of the said parishes and places 
leapeetavdy, and finr proper irons and posts fw fixing the same on, and 
for fiadysg end providing die said lamps with di requisite and ne« 
cesaary maaerials ; and fiwr lighting, attending, dress- ihrV hi 

jng, and repairing the same, according to the tenor ^^ ^some!^ 
and purport of this act, fiir any time not exceeding one 
year, so as ten days notice at least be given by writing, to be fixed up 
at the Guildban in the nid dty, for the said dty and suburbs, and at 
Ae sessions-hall of diesaidlibaty, for the same liberty, for dlpers<ms 
willing to undi^tafce the lighting of the streets, lanes, and public ways 
of such rei^eetive paridies and pkces, according to the true intent and 
meuiing of this act, to make proposals fx that purpose to the said 
fiiurveyors, at a certain time and place in such notice to be mentioned. 
frovlded. That any person so employed by such sur- 
veyon didl and may at any time be disdiarged, for ^fcL^ot^ 
misbehaviour (wr neglect of duty, by the said surveyors. Misbehaviour. 

Cc 
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or b j tbe said parishionen and infaabitanti of the sdd parisli or flM 
for which he shall be so employed^ or the major part of (hem^ assembled 
at any publio meeting; and that any person or persons may be em-« 
ployed as aforesaid, in the room of the poison so discharged ; and any 
Bach discharge^ being^made or confirmed by such parishioners and in« 
hkbitants, shall and is hereby declared to be a- determination of such 
contract as to any such person so dischaiged : And in case any difik- 
enoes shall arise between such surreyors, or such parishioners and in- 
habitants, and any. person so discharged for misbehatiour or neglect of 
duty, concerning such oontxact, or concerning the money whidi shall 
have become due to him before sueh discharge, the same shall be heard 
by any two justices of the peace (one of them being of the quorum) 
within whose jurisdiction such difi^noe shall arise, who shall make 
such acQudication of the matters in dispute, as shall appear to them to 
be just : And in case there be no appeal> or if, upon an appeal to th* 
pext quarternsessions, the sentence of the said justices be there con« 
firmed, such sentence shall be final and conclusive to all intents. 

, And be it further exacted by the authority af<»re- 

co^s. " ^^> "^^^"^ ^^^ ^^ respective surveyors, for the said 
respective parishes and places, shall keep proper hooka 
Af accounts, in which shall be duly and fiurly entered, ' firom time to 
time, all the money by them respectively received, paid, and disbursed, 
under or in pursuance of this act, distinguishing the times when, and 
of whom, by whom, to whom, and on what account, such money shall 
be so received, paid, and disbursed; which books shall and may be 
produced to, and ihspected by, the parishioners and inhabitants of the 
respective parishes and places concerned therein, at any puMic meeting 
to be held in pursuance of this act : And the said respective surveyors, 
and also the respective collectors of the said rates and assessments, and 
every person who shall receive any money, by virtue of this act, for 
the purposes afbresaid, shall, fh>m time to time, and as often as the 
parishioners ai^d inhabitants of the respective parishes and places aibre* 
said, assembled at any public meeting for the purposes aforesaid, or the 
m^or part of them, shall require, or at kast once in the year, and 
within fourteen dajrs after new surveyors and collectors shall be chosen, 
make and render to such respective parishioners and inhabitants so as- 
sembled, or the major part of them, a true. and perfect account (to be 
confirmed by the oath of such person or persons, or upon his or thc^ 
solemn affirmation, (if he or they be of the .people called Quakers) 
Which oath or affirmation, the mayor^ or any one justice of the peace of 
the said city aii4 ^unty of the same,, and any justice of the siiM 
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liberty^ respeetiyely^ is hereby anilionzed and required to admimster, 
cf all Bams of money by sach person or persons collected or received, 
or which shall have come to their hands respectively, or which shall 
have been rated and assessed as aforesaid, and not received, and all 
other matters and things committed to their chaise, by virtue or under 
iSbe authority of this act ; and shall pay and delivtf all the money 
which shall remain in their hands respectively, at the time of such ac« 
oonnts, to the acting surveyors then appointed by virtue of this aet^ 
and acting ftir the parish or place, to whose use such money ought to 
be applied: And in case any such surveyor, collector, or other person, 
diall reftise or n^ect to account for and pay all such money accord- 
ingly, every such surveyor, collector, or other person, so revising or 
B^lecth^, shall, for every such oflfence, refosal, or p^^ ^ 
neglect, fbrfeit and pay the sum of 40/. and any two accountmff. 
or more justices of the peace, (one being of the quorum ) 
within whose jurisdiction such money ought to be so accounted for 
and paid, shaD and may cause all and every such sum and sums of 
money, as shall so remain in the handa of each such surveyor, collector^ 
or other person or persons, it thd time oif such account as aforesaid, as 
also the said penalty or sum of 40/. to be, from time to time, levied by 
distress and sale of the goods ai^ chattels of each such surveyor, col- 
lector or other person or persons respectively, rendering to tlie owner 
ih» overplus (if any) after the charges of such distress and sale de^ 
ducted; and in case no sufficient distress can be ^und, then such 
justieea shall and may commit each such surveyor, collector, or other 
person or persons respectivdy, to the common jail, there to remain 
without bail or mainprize, until he or they shall have made a true and 
perfect account and satisfiMstion, or shall have compounded and agreed 
to and with the pari^oners and inhabitants of the parish <v place 
concerned in such account, assembled as aforesaid, or the major part of 
them, (who are hereby authorized to compound for the same) fbr so 
much as upon the said account shall appear to be remaining in thdr 
hands respectively, and until he or they ahaU have delivered up to the 
said then acting surveyors, all the books of accounts and vouchers re- 
lating to the premises ; which said penalty or forfeiture of 40/. when 
recovered, and also the sum and sums of money so unaccounted for 
and levied as aforesaid, or compounded and agreed for as aforesaiil^ 
shall be paid to the acting surveyor or surveyors of the parish or place 
concerned in such account, to go and be applied for and towards the 
expense of lighting and maintaining the lamps in such parish qx, 
jplace. 

Gc3 
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JMieaiion cf And it is herelijr Ibrtlier enaeled^ Hut tlie iDonef 
iheRdia. to be rawed and levied by rodiwtcf and 



as afinresaid, shall be applied for tl|e uses and purpoaes lor whick aoch 
tates and ass co Bi ncn ts Mn hereby directed to be made, and £ar no other 
vse whatsoever: And in ease the money to be collected in one year, by 
▼irtue of this act, shall not be sufficient to answer the purposes &r 
which the same was so assessed and collected, such deficiency shall be 
supplied by the aasessment £ot the next ensuing year: And in case, at 
die end of any one year, and the dosing the aooounta of the said year, 
any surplus of the money to be rsised for that year, by such assesment 
to be made, by virtue and under the authority of this act, shall remain 
over and above what shall have been issued and applied, pursuant to 
and for the purposes of this act, such surplus shall, fhnn time to time, 
^ the same shall happen to arise, be paid and applied towards the suc- 
ceeding year's expense, for the purposes before mentioned. 
P«vm^«^ . . And it is hereby further enacted by the autluvity 
X^mnr tn ^ aforesaid. That the property of the lamps fixed up> 
whom vested. and to be fixed up, in the said dty and suburbs, at the 
public expense, shall be vested in the churchwardens 
^r the time being, of the several and respective parishes within the 
said dty and suburbs, finr the use of the inhabitants of such reapectivo 
parishes : And the property of the lamps fixed up, and to be fixed tip^ 
in the said liberty, at the expense of the inhabitants of the said liberty, 
shall be vested in the dean and chapter of the said cathedral church 
within the said liberty, for the use of the inhabitanta of the said li« 
bSrty: And such churchwardens, and the said dean and chapter, 
respectively, arc hereby authorised to bring actions and prosecute in- 
dictments for stealing, taking away, breaking, spoiling, or extinguish- 
ing the same: And if any person or persona aball 
9U&l^LLmp9^ steal any such lamps, or any part thereof, or the fur- 
niture thereof, or any part thereof, and shall be duly 
convicted thereof at any quarter-8essk>ns of the peace to be held for the 
said dty of York and county of the same, or for the said liberty, 
respectivdy, such person or persons shall and may be punished by 
whipping, or by fine and imprisonment fi)r any time not exceeding 
six months. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
fkii^ tMreakiiuF ^^» "^^^ ^ ^^ person or persons shall wil^Uiy or 
throufiHgdown, maliciously take away, break, throw down, spoil, or 
spoiling or ej- extinguish any Lamp that is or shall be hung out or 
L^^, '^^ set up to enlighten any street, lane, or public way Jlp 
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the ndd dty, wabxab^, or liberty, or shall wilftdly damage thepott^ 
irons, or olher ftuniture thereof, every persoa So offending therein^ 
and being thereof convicted by the oath of one or more credible wit- 
ness or witnesses before one or more justice or justices of the peace 
acting £oir the jurisdiction within which Such offence shall be com- 
mitted, shall. Bar the first ofience, forfeit the sum of iOs, for each lamp 
86 taken away, broken, thrown down, extinguished^ or otlierwise da- 
mj^;ed; and, for the second offence, the sum of 4/., and for the third, 
and every other o&noe, the sum of 6/. to be levied and recovered as 
hoeafter mentioned, and to be paid to the surveyors of the parish or 
place where the odence shall be committed, to be applied towards 
lighting and maintaining the lamps of such parish or place; and i& 
case no sufficient distress can be foiind, then such justice or justices 
shall and may, and is and are hereby authorized and required to com- 
mit the person or persons, so offending, to the common jail, for any 
time not exceeding three months, or until such penalty or penalties 
shall bepaid. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That in case any ^eimliv ofDa-^ 
persoii or persons shall carelessly, n^^ntly, or acci- T^ ^ ^^^ 
dentally break, ihrow down, or otherwise damage or 
extinguish any of the said lamps so hung out and set up, or to be hung 
out and set up as aforesaid, or the irons, posts, or other furniture 
ihereo^ and aliall not immediately, upon demand, make satisfaction 
for the damage done thereto, then and in such case it shall and may he 
lawffal fo and for any dne or more of the said justices, within whose 
jurisdiction sndi damage shall be done, upon complaint to him or them 
thereof made by any one or more credible jpcrson or persons, to smn- 
mon the person or persons who shall be so complaiued of for doing 
such damage as aforesaid, and upon hearing the allegations and prooia 
of both parties, or upon non-appearance of the person or persons so 
complained of, to award to the party to whom such damage shall be 
done, such sum of money as shall appear to such justice or justices to 
be a full and adequate compensation for such damage^ to be paid by 
the persoii or persons doing such damage ; and in case of refusal or 
n^lect, to pay any sum of money so awarded within three days afkr 
the same shall be demanded, such justice or justices shall and may, by 
warrant under his or their hand and seal, or hands and seals, cause so 
much money to be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattela 
of the person or persons agdnst whom such complaint sliall be made, 
as the said sum so awarded, together with the charges of such warrant 
and distress shall amount to^ and the sum so awarded shall be paid 
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hereout to the surveyors of the parish or place where such daxnaQS 
shall happen^ to be applied towards lighting andmaintaiuing the lamps 
in such parish or place; and the overplus^ (if any shall be) afVer de^ 
ducting the costs and charges of such warrant and distress^ shall be 
returned to the owner of such goods and chattels; and^ in case no suf- 
ficient distress can be founds such justice or justices slijall and may^ by 
like warranty commit the person or persons^ so neglecting or refusing 
to pay the sum or sums so to be awarded as aforesaid^ to the common 
jail^ there to remain until he^ she^ or they shall make such satis&ction 
as aforesaid^ or for any time not excctding the space 6£ ten days, 
a - And be it hereby further enacted^ That the owners 

of all houses^ shops^ warehouses^ or other edifices or 
buildings whatsoever, now adjoining or contiguous to, or which shall 
adjoin or be contiguous to, any street, lane, or public way within the 
dty, suburbs, or liberty aforesaid, (except the cathedral church of the 
said liberty, and also except as herein afler is excepted) and the owners 
and governors of the meeting-houses, halls, and public buildings, and 
the churchwardens of each parish church within the said city and 
suburbs, shall, on or before the 29th day of September, 1763, or within 
six months after any such house, shop, warehouse, or other building 
shall be finished, shall, f^om time to time, and at all times thereafter^ 
cause all the rain and snow-water to be conveyed from the roofs, eaves^ 
oomishes, and penthouses of all such houses, shops, warehouses, edi- 
fices, churches, meeting-houses, halls, and public buildings, to the 
bottoms of all such houses, shops, warehouses, churches, meetingo^ 
houses, halls, edifices, and buildings respectively, and so into the com- 
mon channels or drains by proper and sufficient pipes to be fixed to 
the sides of such houses, shops, warehouses, edifices, churches, meet- 
ing-houses, halls, and buildings respectively ; or otherwise that the 
lespective owners of all such houses, shops, warehouses, and other edi- 
fices and buildings, shall cause all such rain and snow-water to be 
conveyed from the roofs, eaves, comishes, and penthouses of such 
houses, shops, warehouses, edifices, and buildings respectively as afore- 
said, into their own respective private grounds ; and in case any owner 
of any such house, shop, warehouse, or other edifice or building, or 
the churchwardens, owners, or governors of such meeting-houses and, 
halls, shaH refuse or neglect so to do, for the space of forty days after 
the time herein before limited for that purpose, every person, so n^ 
lecting or refusing, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 10/. to be recovered 
and levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the own^r 
or owners, occupier or occupiers, of such house, shop, warehouse, or 
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«dieredifiee est building, where «uch de&ult afaali hupgen to b^, the 
said sum <)f 10/. or so much thereof as shall be necessary to be 'applied 
in the making, fixing, or repairing such pipes as aforesaid^ and the 
surplus thereof to be returned to the person or persons upon whose 
goods the saine shall be levied : And it shall and may be lawful to and 
for the tenant or tenants, occupier or occupiers, of any such house, 
shop, warehouse, or other edifice ox buildings to fix up and^ impair ifnth , 
pipes, from time to time, and to defalk and retain the charges and ex« 
penses thereof, and also any money which shall or may be levied upon 
the goods of any such tenant or occupier as aforesaid, by way of p»« 
nalty for net fixing or repairing such pipes, out of the next rent or 
jrents payable for the same houses, shops, warehouses, or other edifices 
or buildings respectively; and every owner, proprietor, or landlord 
thereof, is hereby required to allow the same in such manner as herein 
before-mentioned, concerning the rates and assessments, herein be^xe 
directed to be cbaigedin certain cases upon the owners, and to be paid 
by, and recoverable from, the occupiers of any houses or tenements as 
aforesaid ; and the churchwardens of such respective pariah churches 
shall and may charge, in their accounts, the expense of so conveying 
such vniter from any such parish church, and raises levy, and reoov^ 
the same by an assessment upon the inhabitants of their respective 
parishes^ as other church assessments sre or may be raised, levied, and 
recovered. 

Provided nevertheless. That nothing herein con- Plaoeaexcepied 
tained, with respect to the fixing such pipes, or con- ot present. 
yeying away such rain and snow-water as aforesaid, shall extend, or 
be construed to extend, to the owners or occupiers of any house, shop, 
warehouse, or other edifice or building, now erected or built in the 
streets and places within the said city and suburbs hereafter men- 
tioned; that is to say, St. Martms^Lane; Barker*-Lane; Tanner* 
Row; the Water Lanes; WdlmgaU, and the streets, lanes, or passages 
on each side of Walmgate; without Walmgaie^Bar; Huntgaie, and the 
streets, lanes, or passages from thence to Peaseholme^Green and Fost* 
gate; Peaseholme-Green; St, Anjirewgaie; the church-yard adjoining ' 
thereto; Spen-Lane; Oldwark; Swinegates ; High JtMergaie ; Silver* 
Street; Newgaie-Street; Barker-HUlyQitidwithovitMonkyBar; GiUy^* 
gate; Coffee-Yard; Lendat-HiU, and the lanes or passages leading to 
the river of Ouse, fit>m Coney-Street, North-Street^ 
and Skeldergate; but that nevertheless any house, ^^^^^ ^ Houses 
shop, warehouse, or other edifice or building, hereafter hereafter to be. 
io be erected or built in any of the said last-mentioned ^"'^' '^^^' 
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•treets or plscev, ihdl hare the rain imd snow-water conreyed from 
Ae mofe^ eaY£9, ooniisfaes, or penthoases thereof respectively^ in the 
gHDe maDner as the same ought to he conveyed therefrom hy the true 
neaBiog of this aet^ if sudi houses, shops^ warehouses, or odier edifices 
«r buildii^ were cteeted or huilt in any of die principal streets of the 
md dty ; and every owner of such new-erected house, shop, ware* 
kmse, or other edifice or hnilding, not confirming hereto, sh^ he 
floijeoC and ]iMe to the penrities and foifidtwies herem hefi>re inflicted 
flr tlw like o|S;nce, to he levied, recovered, and lulled as here^i 
lefiRe-mentioned. 

Chairmm and ^"^ ^^ **» ^^^^ regokting and governing the 
Hitcknep duurmen and haekney-ooachmen of the said dty of 

^**«^^^ York, BubuAs, and hT)erty, it \b hereby fiirther 
enacted hy the sathority aforesaid, lliat die mayor 
and al&rmen of the said dty, or any two or more of them, (whereof 
the mayor fiir the time heii%, or his deputy, or die senior alderman^ 
to he one) at the Guildhall of die said dty, and any two jusdces of the 
peace for the said liberty, (whereof the said dean or one of the red- 
dentiaries of die said church of St. Peter to be one) at the sessions-hall 
or court-house of the said liberty, are hereby authorized and required, 
m the first TJmnday in Jufif^ 1763, and on die first Thursday in Jttly 
hi eveiy year fiillowing, to Ucense, by writhig under their hands and. 
seals, without stamp, every person redding within their respecdve Ju- 
dsdicdons, and now keeping any ooach or chaise, or other such wheel 
carriage, for hire, or any sedan chair fiir hire; and every other person 
•0 lesiding, and having a setdement within the said dty, suburbs, or 
liberty, respec^vdy, who shaB apply for a license to carry or keep a 
sedan chair for lure, or to keep and drive any coach, chaise, or other 
snch wheel carriage for hure within the said dty, suburbs, or liberty, 
rei^ecdvely, and who shall leave a note, in writing, of his or their 
name or names, and place or jdaoes of abode, two days at die least 
hefijre the day of granting sudi licenses hi each year; sudi note of 
every su^ person so applying, and redding in the said dty or suburbs, 
to be left widi the common derk of the add dty ; and sudi note of 
every sudi person so applymg, and rending within the said liberty, to 
be left with die derk of the peace of the same liberty: For every of 
whidi licenses there diall be paid to the common derk of die sdd dty, 
by every respective diairman, coachman, and driver of any such cm*- 
riage, rending in the saiH city or suburbs, the sum of Is. and to th^ 
derk of the peace of the said liberty, by every respective chairm^n^ 
ooachman, and driver of any sudi carriage, redding in the sdd liberty^ 



{he sum of li. And the said licenses^ and every of them^ shall be 

granted to continue for and during the term of one year from the date 

4)f such respective licehse, and ho loiiger. 

And be it fiirther ehacted by the authority afore^ After the Jpr^i 

said. That from tod after tlie said first Thursday in Y^^^l^ *" 
•■ • X 1 M 1 ^^^9 17o3> WO 

July, 1763, no person or persons shall presume to keep. Chairman or 

tr carry, or drive, or ply with, or let to hire by the Coachman to 

hour or day, or otherwise, any coach, chaise, or other T^y fir J^^f^ 

such wheel carriage, sedan chair, within the said dty, 

miburbs, or Hberty, without such license first had as 

afiiresaid, upon pain to forfeit, for every such offence, pg^^y 

the sum of 13s. 4d. 13^. 4J. 

And it is hiereby further enacted. That ^e said mayor and alGler<« 

inen, or ahy two of them, (whereof the said mayor, his deputy, or the 

said senior alderman, to be one) and the said two justices of the peace 

for the said Hberty, (whereof the said dean, or one of the said resi^ 

dentiaries, to be one) within their respective jurisdictions, shall, from 

time to tim^, order some figure or mark of distinction Coaeka amd 

to be plainly and distinctly made upon both tke doors Chairs to be 

of every feuch coach, chaise, or other wheel carriage as ^^'''^c^* 

aforesaid, and oil the back of every such chair, by the owner or keepei^ 

of every such coach, chaise, or other such wheel carriage, or chair, ia 

the most conspicuous ahd convenient maimer to be taken notice of ^ 

and that no person shall ply with, or carry for hire, j^aneiobeuaed 

any cliair, ot ply With, or drive for hire, any coach, /or Hire Intt 

chaise, or other such wlieel carriage, within the said ^uch as are 

cJty, suburbs, or hberty, other than such as shall be ^^***^* 

80 marked ; nor shall blot out, obliterate, alter, or deface, the mark out 

figure which shall be so ordered to be made, from time to time, upom 

imy sueh chaise or other such wheel carriage or chair, oh pain of fqr4 

^ting any sum not less than ^Os. and not exceeding 3/. nunna^ 

for every such Offence. Provided nevertheless. That 

atiy person may drive for hire any coach, chaise, or other wheel car^^ 

Hage, or caliy for hire any chair, which any person or persons shall 

keep for his, hei", or their own private use, although the same be not 

licensed as aforesaid, any tiling herein contained to the contrary not« 

irithstanding. 

And be it ftirther enacted by thie autlioriiy afore^ ttategofChairs 

tsaid. That from and after the said first Thursday in and Hackne^ 

July, 1763, no chairman, cairyiiig any chair, Ucensed, Coaches am 

or to be licensed, by virtue of tliis act, shall presume ***'* 

Dd 
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to take^ asky or demand more than the sum of 6d. before ten of the 
dock, at nighty or Is, after that hour^ for any one &re, from any place 
within the walls of the said city, or within the said liberty, to any 
other place within the walls of the same city, or within the said li- 
berty, or to the castle of York, or from the castle of York to any place 
within the walls of the said city, or within the said liberty, or from 
any place wihout any of the bars or posterns of the same city, to any 
other place without the same bar or postern, being within the suburbs 
of the said dty, whether any such fare be long or short ; nor from any 
place within the walls of the said city or witliin the said liberty, to any 
place without any of the said bars or posterns, not exceeding half a 
mile the one from the other ; nor for any &re from any place without 
any such bar or postern, to any place within the walls of the said dty, 
t)r within the said liberty, to any distance not exceeding half a mile 
the one place from the other : And if any such fare, from any part of 
the said dty or liberty, into any part of the said suburbs, or from any 
part of the said suburbs into any part of the said dty or liberty, or 
from any part of tlie said suburbs without any bar or postern to any 
other part of the said suburbs without any other bar or postern, shall 
exceed half a mile, then such chairman shall and nuiy demand and 
take, before ten of the dock at night. Is. and after that hour Is, OtL 
for such &re, and no more : And no such chairman shall demand or 
take more than the sum of 1^. for the first hour waiting and carrying, 
induding his l^e, and 6d. for the like for every hour after, tOl ten of 
the dock at night ; nor more after ten of the dock at night than 1^.64. 
for the first hour waiting and carrying, induding his fare, and Is. for 
the like for every hour after: And that no driver of any such coach, 
chaise, or other wheel carriage, for hire, herein before directed to be 
licensed as aforesaid, shall presume to take, ask, or demand, in the 
day-time, or before ten of the clock at night, for any one &re, frx)m 
any one part of the said dty, suburbs, or liberty, to any other place in 
the said dty or the suburbs thereof, or in the said liberty, more than 
the sum of 1^. or after ten of the dock at night more than the sum of 
Is. 6d. nor shall demand or take more than 1^. 6d. for the first honr. 
Waiting, and 1*. for every hour after till ten of the clock at night; and 
if he be called into waiting after ten of the dock at night, then 2s. for 
• the first hour, and Is. 6d. for every hour ai^. Provided always, 
Proviso. '^^* ^^ ^'^^^ chairman or driver shall be required or 

obliged to carry any chair, or drive any coach, chais^ 
or other such carriage, farther than the extent of the suburb^ of the 
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said city^ on any side thereof^ for the rates herein before mentioned^ 

any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. ' 

FtOTided also^ That such person, as any such chair- tht^^ ^ 

man shall at any time carry, may cause the said chair- and haw long, 

man to stop as often as he or she shall require, so as Chairmen may 

such person do not detain such chairman above the _ » ^^^ ^^ 
* eacnjare* 

space of ten minutes in every sixpenny fare, or twenty 

minutes in every twelvepenny fare, any thing herein contained to the 

contrary notwithstandii^. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That in case any ^ , ^ 
j_. -..^ ^ i >^ T^ f Penalty of re- 

cbairman, or driver of any coach, chaise, or other such fusing to accept 

carriage, shall reftise to carry any such £ire, or wait theRatesafore* 

and carry by the hour for the prices or sums of money *'!*^^ ^^ gtvtng 
- . , , „ , , , abusive lan^ 

above-mentioned, or shall exact, demand, or take more guage. 

for his fare, hire, or waiting and carrying, than the 
several Tates by this act allowed, or shall utter any abusive language^ 
or oSer any other insult to any person he so carries, such chairman, or 
driver, so offending, and being thereof convicted, (by the oath of one 
or more credible witness, or witnesses, before the mayor, or any two 
oth^ justice^ of the peace of the same city, or for any like offences 
committed within the said liberty, before any two justices of the same 
liberty) shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay any sum not ex«* 
ceeding the sum of 10^. to be levied and recovered in the manner afore« 
said, and to be applied to the use of the poor of the parish where such 
o£fenee shall be committed. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That it shall and Comda'nta t 
may be lawful to and for the mayor of the said city, he heard in 9 
for the time being, or any two other justices of tlie summarymmr 
peace, (one being of the quorum) for the said city and "^' 
county of the same, to hear and determine, in a summary manner, any 
ofiences which are made subject to, and punishable by, any penalties 
or forfeitures by virtue of this act, and which shall be committed 
within the said city or suburbs thereof; and that it shall and may be 
lawftd to and for any two justicefi of the peace of the said Hberty, to 
hear and determine any such offences as aforesaid, which shall be com- 
mitted within the said liberty; and such mayor and justices, re- 
spectively, are hereby authorized and required, upon information or 
complaint within one month after such offence committed, to summon 
the party or parties accused, and after oath made of the commission of 
any of the offences above-mentioned, by one or more credible witness 
ift witnes9es, to issue a warrant or warrants for apprehending the 

DdS 
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party or parties bo offending; and upon the aj^pearanoe^ or contempt 
«f the party accused in not appearing;, to proceed to the examinatioif 
of the witness or witnesses^ upon such oath or affirmatiouj respectively^ 
as aforesaid^ (which oath or affirmation such mayor and justices re^ 
tpectively are hereby impowere^ to administer) and to give such judg« 
inent or determination a^ shall be just and conformable to the true; 
meaning of this act; and where the party accused shall be convicted 
of such ofibnce upon such examination> or upon his or her own con- 
ibssion, and shall not give notice in writing of his or her intention tq 
appeal fWmi such sentence or determination^ according to the proviso 
berein after contained^ such justices respectively shall and may^ and 
are hereby required to levy the penalty ox penalties hereby inflicted for 
such offence or offences, in the manner directed by this act ; and all 
constables, and other peace officers within their respective limits, are 
Jiereby injoined and required duly to obey and execute all warrants of 
such justices, from time to time to be granted ai^d delivered to them^i 
fyr the purposes aforesaid. 

4,. ^. . And be ft further enacted. That all penalties and 
I^naUie^. forfeitures by this act incurred and imposed, the man-t 

ner of recovering and levying whereof is not otherwise 
liereby particularly directed, shall be levied and recovered by distress 
and sale of the goods apd chattels of the offender or offenders, by war-* 
rant under the hand and seal, or hands and seals, qf the mayor of thc{ 
said city for th^ time being, or any two other justices of the peace (one 
being of the quorum) for the said city and county of the same, wher«^ 
^y such offence shaU he committed within the said city, or tl^e 
suburbs thereof; and under the hands and seals of any two justices of 
the peace of the said liberty, where such offence shall be 9ommitted^ 
within the said liberty ; and tha^ all the costs and charges of such ' 
fUstress and sale shall^ in like manner, be raised apd levied, together 
idth such penalties and forfeitures, and the overplus (if any) of the, 
inoney to be raised hy the sale of such goods and chattels shall be re«. 
turned to the owner thereof; and such penalties and forfeitures, whei| 
recovered, (the appliqation whereof is not herein before parti^^uhtrly 
directed) shall be paid and applied as follows: that is to say, one^ 
moiety thereof to the informer, and the pther moiety thereof to the 
fictlng surveyors of the parish or place whereiq such offence shall be; 
Hpommitted, er one of them, to be applied towards the charges of en^^ 
lightening tbie streets, lanes, and public ways of such parish or JfUsn^ 
^here such ofifence sbail be committed. 



Frovided also^ That if any person or persons ahaU Appeal to Vk - 
Und hhn, her, or tliemselves aggrieved by, or remain ^'^'"^^• 
unsatisfied in the judgment of the said justices^ or by any rate C9 
assessment made in pursuance of this act^ then such person ai^d persons 
jfhall and may^ by virtue of this act^ complain or appeal to the jufitioA 
of the peace at the next quarter sessions to be held for the said city 
pf York and county of the same^ with respect to any such rate or €od^ 
viction to be made or had within the said oity of York or the county 
of the same dty^ and to the justice^ of the feace at the next quarter 
' sessions to be held fo^r the said liberty^ with respect to any such rate 
or conviction to be made or had within the said liberty ; w^ch justice^ 
at tbeir said respective sessions^ are hereby ippowere4 to «uauuon and 
examine witnesses upon oath^ and finally to he^ir and determine 4he 
flatter of si^ch complaint or appea) ; and^ in ca^ of convi^tlon^ to issu^ 
a warrant or warrants for the levying and enforcing the payment of 
the said penalties and forfeitures^ by tlie ways and ^eans before-men-* 
tioned, together with such costs and charges to tl^e party^ in whose 
£iyour such appeal shaU be determined^ as the justices ip their aai^ 
sessions shall order and direct. 

And it is hereby further enacted^ That it shaU and Powo' for the 

may be-lawful to and for such of the parishioners aijd ^'/>''% <f^^ 

inhabitants of any of the parishes within tlje said city ^^ think 'M 

at the suburbs thereof and such of the inhabitants of to appoint Scor 

ihe said liberty, respectively, as ape hereby impowered "^gf^rs /ind 

^ . ^ \ Watchmen fir 

U> nominate and appoint surveyors for the purposes ^f^^ij, ^j^„ p^ 

aforesaid^ being assembled at any public meeting of rishes, attd to 
such parish or place, (public notice bei|ig giyen thereof J^* *' ^^'^i^ 
In the parish church of such parish or place in the 
^d city or suburbs, on the Sunday next before such fueeting, im- 
mediately after divine service, and at the sessions-hall fiat the said 
]iber^, in manper as aforesaid) or t}ie major pa^tof them soassembled^ 
(if fhey, or the major part of them^ shall thipk fit) to ^xmtract and 
agree, or to impower the surveyors qf such parish or place to contract 
and agree with any person or persons, by the year or otherwise, for 
sweeping, cleansing, and carrying away all the dirt and soO out of all 
the streets, lanes, and public ways of such parish o^ plac^, pursuant to 
this act ; and also to contract and s^e^ by the year or otherwise, with 
any able and proper man or mep to patrole the streets^ lanes, orpubUi; 
fvays of any such parish or place, respectively, in the night-time;, as a 
watchman or watchmen, for the prevention of fires, burglaries, robr 
|)^es, and other outrages^ so as each suoh contract be for no ionger 
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time than one year^ and so as ten days notice^ in wrztiBg, be hui^ tzp 
in the Guildhall aforesaid for the said city and suburbs^ and in the 
sessions-hall aforesaid for the said liberty^ for all persons willing to 
contract for the same to make their proposals : And for the raising 
money to pay such scavenger, or scavengers^ watdiman or watchmen, 
dae or more rate or assessment, rates or assessments, idiall and may be 
made and confirtned by such persons, and upon all such tenements and 
persons, and in such manner, and with snch notice first given of the 
making thereof, as is and are herein before directed to be made for 
lighting the streets, lanes, and public wayiT of the said city, suburbs, 
and liberty ; and such rate or rates, assessment or assessmentSy so made 
and confirmed, shall and may be collected, levied, and recovered by 
the same collectors, in the same manner, by the like ways and means, 
and with the same powers and provisions for making up deficiencies, 
and in all other respects as such other jates or assess^sents are herein 
before directed to be levied and recovered : And ouch surveyors and 
collectors, and all other persons, who shall or may receive any money, 
by virtue of any such rate or assessment, for a scavenger or scavengers, 
watchman or watchmen, as aforesaid, shall account for the same in like 
manner, and under the like penalties and forfeitures, respectively, as 
are herein before enacted and directed concerpii^ such other rates and 
assessments as aforesaid ; and the respective justices, having power to 
eompel such surveyors, collectors, and other persons to account for the 
money by them received on account of such rate or assessment, for 
providing, maintaining, and lighting such lamps, shall have the same 
powers, in all respects, of compelling such surveyors, collectors, and 
other persons, to account for the money by them received or had, in 
ease of any such rate or assessment being so made for a scavengar or 
scavengers, watchman or watchmen, as aforesaid ; and also to pay and 
deliver up such money, and all vouchers, books, and papers relating 
thereto, according to the order of such justices ; and that such sca^ 
venger or scavengers, watchman or watchmen, shall and may be disn 
charged by such surveyors as aforesaid, for misbehaviour or n^lect of 
duty, which discharge shall be a determination of such contract : And 
all differences which may arise concerning such contract, or concerning 
any money pretended to be due thereupon, shall be heard and deter- 
mined by two justices of the peace in the same manner, and with the 
same liberty of appeal, as the like differences concerning contracts re* 
lating to such lamps may be heard and determined, as herein be&re 
mentioned ; and in case of no appeal, or of a confirmation of such sen- 
tence at the next quarter-sessions, such sentence shall be final and 
Qondusive to all intents* 



And be it fVirther enacted by the authority afore- Distress not to 

said. That where any distress shall be made for any ^^ ^^i^ "?*" 
« J ^ « lawful for ie- 

aum or sums of money due on account of any assess- feet of form, 

nent to be made by virtue of this act, the distress 
itself shall not be deemed to be unlawAil, on account of any defect qr 
want of f<Nin in such assessment, or in the warrant of distress there- 
upon ; nor shall the party or parties distraining be deemed a trespasser 
or trespassers, ab indiio, aa account of any irregularity committed or 
sufl^ed after such distress; but the party or parties aggtieyeA thereby 
fihall and may recover only a satisfaction for the special dams^ he, 
she, or they shall have sustained thereby, with full costs of suit : Pro- 
vided nevertheless. That no plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover in any 
action, for any such irregularity as aforesaid, if tender of sufficient 
amends hath been made, by the party or parties distraining, before 
such action brought 

And be it hereby Airther enacted. That any two or p^tr^ of ma* 
more justices of the peace (one being of the quorum) king Orders 

for the said city of York and county of tjie same, or >^ removing 

AnnoyaTiccs, 
for the said liberty of St. Peter, respectively, shall and 

may, and they-are hereby authorized and impowered, upon view or 
information, from time to time, to make orders for removing any an- 
noyances and obstructions out of any highways, streets, lanes, and 
possages within the said city and suburbs, or the said liberty, respect- 
ively, which cannot be efiectually removed by the provisions and 
clauses herein before contained. 

Provided always, Hiat no person shall be liable to A^o joerson li" 
be doubly prosecuted upon this and any former law ; ^"*^ ^^ ^ double 
but that any person, who shall be convicted by virtue 
of any former law or statute for any of the offences aforesaid, diall 
not also be subject to any prosecution, penalty, or forfeiture, by virtue 
of this act, for the same offence; and that any person who shall be 
convicted of any ofibnce by virtue of this act, shall not also be subject 
to any prosecution fen* the same offence by virtue of avy former laW) 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Provided also. That nothing in this act contained 
shall extend, or be ccmstrued to extend, to alter, pre- ofRlekts. 
judice, impeach, or lessen the legal rights, powers, and 
privil^^es of the mayor and commonalty of the said city of York, or of 
the justices of the peace f<»r tlie said city of York and county of the 
same, or of the justices of die peace for the said liberty, respectively, 
nor to impower the justices for tl^ said city and county of the same. 



d82 Acts op pilti.TASifi*!*. 

Ibcxemse any act of Jurisdiction within the said liberty^ nor to im-* 
Jpower the ju^tides fbr the said liberty to exerdse any act of juris- 
£cticn within the said dty^ or the county of the same^ any things 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding* 
One Mmtfi^ And be It fiirther enacted^ That tio action or sui£ 
^otke «Vt wri-^ gjjjjU \^ commenced against any person or persona 
h^re any Ac^ whatsoever, for any matter or thihg by him* 6r them 
iixm. he c&m'- done in pursuance of this act, until notice, in writings 
mencedj S^c. ^ g^j^jj intended actiorf or suit shall have been de- 
Kvered to him or them, of left at his ot their ustial place of abode, hf 
tke party intending to Commence such action or duit, dr his or her 
attorney or agent, one month at least befofie such action or 6uit shall 
he comineBced, in which notice shall be deafly and explidtly con* 
tuned the cause of action which such plaintiff hath, or claimeth to 
have, against such person or persons, and on the back of which notice 
diall be indorsed the name of such plaintiff, his attorney or agent ; 
«&d that no such plaintiff shall Recover any vetdict, in any such case^ 
inhere the action shall b^ grounded on any act or acts done in pur- 
taance, <Sr under colour, of this act, unless it be proved, upon the trial 
i» be had thereupon, that such notice was given as aforesaid ; but ia 
cEe&ult thereof, such defendant or defendants shall recover a verdicf, 
together with his, her, or their full cost9 of suft^ 
Amends mav ^^^ ^^ ^* hereby fiiTther enacted, Ttat if shall and 

hs tendered be-^ BMiy be lawful to and for any such defendant or de^ 
fere Actions fendants, within one month next after such notice 
kvovgfa^ (5fc. given as aforesaid, to tender amends to the ^arty comF- 
(kiniiig, or to his or her agent or attorney, and, in case the same id 
sot accepted, to plead such tender in bar to any action to be brought 
against him or her, together with the plea of not guilty, and any othe^ 
flea with leave of the court where such action shall depend ; and if, 
apon issue joined thereon, the jury shall find the amends so tendered 
la have been sufficient, then they shall gite a yerdict for the defendant 
lar defendants! and in such case^ or in case the plaintiff shall become 
son-suited, or shall discontinue his or her action, or, in case judgment 
shall be given for such defendant or defendants upon demurrer, such 
^fendant or defendants shall be intitled to the like costs as he or they 
Yould have been intitled to, in case he or they had pleaded the general 
nsue only ; and if, upon issue joined^ the jury sliall find that na 
fmends were tendered^ or that the same were not sufficient, and also 
against the defendant oi defendants on such other plea or pleas, then 
^ey 6lu2i ^ve a vei;dict for the plaintiff^ and such damages as thef 
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sball think proper^ which he shall recover together with his or their 

tests of suit. 

And be it further enacted^ That no evidence shall No Evidence 

be permitted to be given by the plaintiff on the trial on Trial of an^ 
» 1^ . « . . « ^ . other Cause of 

Of any such action as aforesaid of any cause of action^ Action than 

except such as is contained In the notice herdby di- mentioned in 

rected to be given. «*^^ ^^'*^- 

And be it flirther enacted by the authority afore- , . . . ^ 
•J r«v . .« . . , „ , ^ Ltmitatton of 

«aid. That if any action or suit shall be commenced Actions, 

against any person or persons^ for any thing done in 
pursuance of this act^ then, and in every such case, stich action or suit 
shall be brouglit within three calendar months next after the cause of 
action shall arise, and not afterwards^ and shall be laid and brought in 
the city of Yorlc, or in the county of York, or in the court of pleas for 
the said liberty, if the cause c(l action shall arise iii the said liberty^ 
and not elsewhere ; and the defendant or defendants in such action or 
suit shall and may plead the general issue, and give - 

this act and the special matter in evidence at the trial 
to be had thereupon ; and if it i^hall appear to be done in pursuance of 
this act, or that such action or suit shall be brought after the timd 
herein before limited in that behalf, or in any other county or place 
than as aforesaid, then the jury shall fihd for the defendant or de- 
fendants ; and upon such verdict, or if the plainti^ or pldintiffs shall 
4>e non*suited, or discontinue his, her, or their action or actions, suit 
or suits, or if, upon demurrer, judgment shall be jgiVen j^ainst the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants Sh^ and may re-^t 

cover double costs. And have such remedy for the same »^ ^ , ^ , 

- Double Costs* 

ak any defendant or defendants hatli or have in any 

case by law. 

Aild be it further enacted by the authority afore- p^tj^fc Ad, 

■aid. That this act shall be deemed, ai\jud|^, and 

takeft in all courts of justice, to be a public act, and shall be judidalljr 

takeil notice of as such by all judges and justices without specially 

pll^ading the same. 



£« 



(A A) J SCffEDVLJE, showing the Numher of LAMPS to he fixed 
up and lighted in each parish and place within the City of York, the 
Suburbs thereof, and the Liberty of St. Peter within the said City, 
with the Distances at which the same are to be fixed in the principal 
iStreets and Places. 

No. or Lamps. 



PARISHES. 

Trinity, in Micklegaie. 

Without Micklegate-Bar and Micklegate, both 
sides of the street -------- 

Trinity-Lane, one side --.---*i»- 

St. Martin's, in Micklegaie^ 

Micklegate, both sides of the street - - - - 

Trinity-Lane, one ditto -------- 

St. Martin*s-Lane, both sides ------ 

Barker-Lane, for ditto -------- 

Tanner-Row, ditto - -i------- 



All Saints, in North-Street. 

Tanner-Row, both sides of the street - 
North-Street, ditto, and Church- Yard 

St. John's, in North-Street. 
Micklegate, both sides of the street - 
North-Street, ditto - - . - - - - 
Skeldergate, ditto - • - - -• - - 
Fetters-Lane, ditto --,---- 



BiSHOPRiLL Junior. . 

Fetters-Lane, both sides of the street 
St. ^fartin's-Lane, for ditto - - - 
Bishophill, ditto ------ 



BisHOPHiLJ- Senior. 
iUceldergate, both sides of the street - • 

St. Michael's, in Spurriergate* 

Ousegate, both sides of the street - - - 
Spurriergate, ditto - ---.-. 

Jubbergate, for one side -----, 

Nessgate, both sides ------- 

Coppergate, for one sic'e -----. 

. First Water-Lane, both sides - . ., . 



S4 



10 



?^"5?' 






3 

4 
2 



3 

1 
3 



27 



1» 



10 



U 



20 
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PARISHES. 

St. Mary's, t^ Caitlegate. 

Gastkgate, both sides of the street - • 
Coppeigate, for one side * - . - • 
Middle Water-Lane, both sides - • 
Far Water-Lane, ditto --.--. 



All Saints, Pavement* 

Coppergate, both sides of the street, and tile 
south side of the Pavement - - • - . - . - 

High-Ousegate, and the ncnrth side of the Pave- 
ment - .----•-_. -i-- 



Peteb-the-Little, in Peter~Lane, 
jeter-Lane, both sides of the street - : - • 
Jubbergate, ditto .-----•--- 

Feas^ate, ditto ----------- 

High-Ousegate ----------- 

St. Sampson's, in Simnegaie. 
Feaa^ate, both sides of the street, an^ round 



Thursday-Market 
Silver-Street, both sides - 
Jubbergate, ditto - -. - . 
Three-Crane^Lane - - - 
Newgate-Street; for one side 
Swinegate,.both sides - - 
Girdlergate, ditto - - - 
GraperLane, one side - - 
Swiriegate, both sides (Londdb Carrier's Ware* 

house- - - - 
Finkle-Street, ditto 



:} 



Christ-Church, in CoUiergate. 

Petergate and Colliergate, both sides of the street 
Great Shambles, ditto --------- 

Little Shambles, ditto --------- 

St. Andrewgate, ditto --------- 

Newgate-Street, ditto --------- 

Goo<£amgate, for ditto ---------- 

Girdlergate, for ditto --------- 

St. Crux, in Shambles. 

Colliergate and Fossgate, both sides of the street 

Hosier-Lane, ditto 

Great Shambles, ditto --------. 

Pavement, ditto ---•-.*..--■ 



No. OF Lamps. 






• 5 



1^1 

^^ i 

8 
1 
3 
3 



3 
3 
2 



9 



4 

2 
2 
2 
1 

1 



9 
2 
2 
2 



15 



10 



20 



90 



U 



£e2 



386 
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PARISHES. 

St. Satiour's^ in St Saviourgate, 

St. S«viourgsfte^ bod) sides of the sfreet - • • 
Spcn-Lane a^d Peas^lme-Green^ ditto - ^ - 
liungate^ ditto •-,»- 

St. Cuthbert^ in Peasehdme-Green, 

Feasehohne^Green^ both sides of the street • - 
Hungate and theLai^ toPeasehobiie-Greeo^iBrdo. 

Aldwork, ditto ---- 

Goodramgate^ for on? side ...•-*i^« 

St. Andrew's* 
St Andrewgate^ bot^ sides of the s(re?t^ Church- 
Y»rd, and Spen-Lane^ ditto 

St. A^AuiftiCE, in. Monkgate. 
Vonkgate^ both sides of the street 

St. John Delpikk. 
Aid vork^ for one side of the street - - - - - 

Goodrameate^ both lides - • ------ 

tJsgleforth, ditto - 

St. Trinity, in Goodramgate. 

Goodraingat<3, both sides of the street - - - - 
Peteigate, for one side ,,-.---*. 

St. MicRAEL^LE-BELrREY, tn ^etergoU. 
F«tergate^ both sides of the street - - - - - 

Stonegate, ditto 

Xx}p-Lane, ditto .---------- 

Grape-Lane, ditto ^-- 

Boothain, ope side ^ the street 0|i the right-hand 
side *•«■--■!----?--- 

St. Wilfrid. . 

Lon-Lane and Blake-Street, both ddes of the street 

Blake-Street, one side 

Lendal, from Blake-Street to the River, ditto - 
Ditto, on the east side of the way • , . • . 

Mint-Tard. 

Blske-Street and Lendal, one side of the street 
Mint* Yaid| both sides •••^it-.-.. 



No. OF Lamps^ 

§ ^ '= 






19 
4 
3 



5 

5 

4 



^^1 



1 
4 
2 



13 



3X 



1« 
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^o or LAibiipjk 



PARISHES. 



St. Helen, SL Helens-Square, 

Stonegate and St. Hden's-Squaie, both sides of 

the street -.----••.•*- 

Low Swinegftte, ditto -.----- 

Davygate, ditto --------- 

Bkko-^treet, ditto «•••«•«• 
I^jf^, for oue sid^ ----^•-,. 



St. Martin's, in Coney^Street: 

Coney-Street, both sides o£ the street - 
Laidal, one side ----••- 

jubbeigate, for ditto - 

St. Helen's Square, ditto - - - - - 



New-Stbeet. 
New-Street;, both sides of the street . « « . 

St. Giles. 

Bootham, one side of the street on the right 
hand side ---------., 

Gillygate, both sides -r-- 

St. Dennis, in Wakngate, 
Wahx^ate, both sides of the street * • - * » 

St. Margaret's, in Walmgate, 
Wahngate, both sides of the street . - . « - 

St. Peter in the Willows, in Walmgate, 
Wahngate, both si^ of the street 

The Liberty op St. Peter. 
Mhister-Yard, from the Gates of the Prebendal 
House d Stillington t/f> Precentor-Lane - - . 



Precentor-Lane .--- 

3ookbinder-Lane 

Uggleforth, from the Great Gate to th^ Mii^ter- 

Yard - 

Little Alice-Lane 






14 
3 



'11 



3 



14 

4 
1 

4 
3 
3 



19 



19 



Un Act made in the eighth year of King &eorge theJvMt, fir the hetU^ 
preventing Abuses committed in Weighing and Packing of Butter t» 
the City of York. Chap. 27. 

Preamble. • J|; obashuch as butter ift one of the ckjef coniBio* 

ditie^ of the product of several parts of the county of York^ and 
county of the same city^ and great quantities thereof are brought into 
the dty of Vork^ from thence to be transported beycmd the seas^ and 
otherwise disposed of: And whereas there hath^ time out of mind^ 
been within the said city a firee market fixr butter^ which lor many 
years, last past, hath been kept in Micklegute, in the said city: An4 
whereas the bringing of butter to the said market, where the saaao 
was searched and weijghed, bath been found to be the most effectual 
means of preventing the false weighing and packing of butter, and did 
formerly gain a great reputation, bodi at home and abroad, to butter 
brought to the said market ; but of late years several farmars of dairies^ 
owners, and other traders in butter, the better to conceal the Mae 
weighing and packing of their butter^ to be by them disposed of, have 
neglected to bring the same to the said market to be searched and 
weighed; by means whereof, not only the traders in the said com- 
modity at home, but foreigners aho, have been greatly deceived in the 
weight, goodness, and soundness thereof, and thereby the said eoBh* 
modity yields not that price, nor is sold in such quantities aa otherwise 
. it would be : For remedy whereof, and for the better encouraging the 
said butter trade, and (in order thereunto) for the better preventing4he 
frauds and abuses in the weighing and packing of butter, may it please 
your most excellent majesty (at the humble request of the mayor and 
commonalty of the said city) That it n^eiy be ^lacted, and be it enacted 
by the king's most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons in this 
After March P^®^^"* parliament assembled^ and by authority of the 
S5, ll^j^Mic' same. That from and after the five and twentieth day 
klegate or any of March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
rorl- ^at the *^^' Micklegate market aforesaid, or any other part or 
election of the pl^^ rf or in the said city (which the mayor and 
mayor, ^c,J commonalty of the said dty shall, from time to time, 
shaU every day j^^gg mogt commodious and convenient, and for that 
except Sundays, purpose appoint) shall be every day in the week 

be a free mar- (except Sundays) a free and open market for butter;; 
ketfor batter. ^^ ^^ ^^ ^j^ ^^ ^^^ ^ j^^^^ ^^^ ^^ p^^^ ^ 
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^i^noiis to bay or sell any butter in the ^d market without any dis- 
turbance; and that from and afler the said five and twentieth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-two, all butter brought 
to the said dty of York, in firkins, half firkins, tubs or other casks, or 
in pots or other vessels, to be sold, or to be exported or water-bom 
^m the said city, or from any part of die river of Ouse, as far as the 
Tiver of Wharfe^ shall be brought to the said market, to be viewed, 
searched, weighed, and sealed with the seal of the said market, which 
the proper officer for the time being is hereby required to do; and 
that it shall and may be lawAil to and fi)r the said mayor and com- 
monalty, and their successors, or their proper officer . ., , .. 
fbt the time being, app<xnted from time to time, and brought to 
Mt aB times after the said five and twentieth day of York to be sold, 
Jlarch, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-two> J^ / * / jL 
to ask, demand, receive, and take of and fVom every gd, searched, 
jperstm and persons tliat shall bring any butter to the «««? sealed, at 
said market, to be searched and weighed, for the ^^^"^^^^ 
searching, weighing, and seding thereof, the several 
ancient and accustomed rates and duties hereinafter- Hatestohe paid 
mentioned, and no more ; that is to say. For every f^ 9earching^ 
such firkin, half firkin, or other cask or pot, or other * 
Tessel of butter as afbresaid, one halfpenny, and so proportionably for 
sny butt^ put ihto every tub or vessel, containing any greater quantity 

of butter than a firkin ; and in case of refusal, nedect, ^ 

. ' 1 ^^ non-pay^ 

©r denial of payment, on demand t)f the said several ment, <S)c* may 

rates and prices bei^re-mentioned, the said mayor and detain any fir" 
commonalty^ and their successors, shall or may detain ^* *^^' 
and make stay of any firkin, half firkin, cask^ pot, tub) or vessel ot 
butter, for which the said rates and prices ought to be paid, until they 
shall be paid aild satisfied the same. 

2. And for the further prevention of any fraud or abuse in the 
weight or false packing of butter. Be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforesaid. That if any dairy farmer, owner, or Dairy Farmer 
trader, or any other person or persons whatsoever, do ^^'^ selling or 
or shall from and after the said five and twentieth, day butter before it 
of March^ one thousand seven hundred and twenty- be brought t9 
two, bring any butter in firkins, half-firkins, or other ^^^^^^fJ^^ 
casks, pots, or vessels as aforesaid, to the said city of shali forfeit for 
York, to be sold there, or to be exported or water- every firkin, 
bom from thence as aforesaid, from any part of the 
river Ouse^ as far as the river of Wharfe, and shall sell or transporlT 
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Ifee sathe before ft be brougbt to tbe said butter-market^ fo be (het 
ifewed, searcbed, tod weighed, sliaB npon proof theredF> by one or 
nore credible witness or witnesses lipott oath, befbre any justice of tfe*. 
^ce of the said city, or county of the same city, fwfeit for every 
fiirkin, half ftrkin, or other cask, pot, or Other vessel, the sum of three 

shillinpR and fourpchcs; and in defauh of payment 
^uLtr^M. ^ thereof upon demand, the same shall or may be 

levied by distress and sale of the oflfendeir's goods, by 
"inarrant under the hand and seal of any one or more justice or justices 
«rthe peace of the said city, and county of the same city, rendering to 
ffhu^ n irt ih ^^ offender the overplus (the charges of distraining 
jfoortuherey&ic, being flrst deducted) and the one-half cf such fbr- 
tfie afher to the feitures shall be to the use of the poor people inhabit- 
Infarmer-. .^^ within the parish where the offence shall from 

tune to lime be committett, to be paid to the churchwardens and 
•verseers of the poor of and in such parish^ and the otheir half tO the 
ikfbnner or informers. 

S. And whereas by an act of parliament made in the thirteenth and 
iburteenth years of the reign of the late kirtg Charles the second, In- 
tfjtuled. An act for the reforming of the abuses committed in the 
we^ht and false packing of butter, the Weight thereof is ascertained, 

and the goodness of the butter is secured, under the 
^c, f^ butter V^^^^ ^^^ penalties therein mentioned,^ Be it ftirther 
«&a// be fautty enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any firkin, 
tJu^^'te"^ half firkin, or pot or other vessel of butter, which 
otmerahaH be from and after the said five and twentieth d^ of 
(table to- the March, shall be brought to the market aforesaid, hy 
^^arlTu^r ^^ owner, farmer, or packer of butter, shall be found, 
J/. C. 26* upon the searching and weighing thereof, to- be faulty 

in the full quantity or due quality appointed by the 
said recited act, every such owner, farmer, or packer of butter shall be 
Sable to such pains, penalties, and forfeitures as are mentioned, 
contained, and expressed in the said recited act^ td be levied as 
aibresaid. 

f^okciition to *• I*rovi(ied that every pi'osecution or suit which 
le in four shall be brought for any offence committed against 
menthji. this act, shall be commenced withiii four montha 

ifter the aflfetice committed. 

^ Provided ^'ways. That the officer or other person to be j^ 
l^ted for the searching^ weighings and sealing of the said firluDl^ 
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fcalf firkins^ or other casks or pots of butter^ shall be The mayor to 

appointed by the mayor of the said city for the time ^i»»»^ <^ 
u • J I- 11 1- 1 , Searcher, who 

bemg> and shall be sworn at the general quarter ses- ,;^ ^ swoth 

sions to be held for the said city of York, and county at Easter Se*m 

of the same, next after £aster-day, yearly, for the due '**^'''' 

execution of the said office. 

6. Provided also. That if any person or persons Persons off* 

diall think him or themselves aggrieved by any deter- 5^'«'«' ^y 

• ^. /. . . . . « 1 1. « appealtoQuar^^ 

■unatienofaiiyjustice or justices of peace, who shall ter Sessions 

at any time act in pursuance to the power to him given whose deter* 

by this act, it shall and may be lawful to and for such ^/^^^ '^^ 

person or persons to appeal to the next general quarter "^ 

sessions of the peace, to be held for the said city, and county of the 

same dty, the determination whereof shall be final and conclusive to 

all parties, and they are hereby impowered to award costs to either 

party, as to them shall seem meet, in respect of such appeal. 

7. Provided also, and be it Airther enacted. That 

nothing in this act contained shall extend to compel ^^ act shall 
the bringing to the said market any vessel of butter, ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 
which shall cQUtain but the quantity of four pounds of taming only 
butter, or under, or to make the said vessels liable to four pounds qr 

VifM€r» 

the said duty, any thing in this act contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

8. And be it enacted. That in all actions and suits that shall be 
brought against any person or persons, for what he or they shall do by 
virtue of the true intent and meaning of this act, the person or persons 
so sued or molested shall or may plead the general Qeneral Issue, 
issue of not guilty, and give the sf>ecial matter in evi« 

dence ; and in every such case, if the verdict shall pass for such person 
or persons, or that the plaintiff or plaintifis be nonsuit therein, or in 
case such action or suit shall be discontinued, the person so sued shall 
have his double costs, and shall recover the same, Double Costs, 
as in cases where costs by law are accustomed to be 
secovered. 
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Jm Adjbr ImprwUg ike Xamgaiion of ike. Stiver Oute, was made « 
Am year 1796-7, 4uul snkae^wnfly mnoihet A^ io, amend the tame; 
iMa$tie$e wrc «af (fntck gewerdl c^meem 9is fketwojormer, it may 
Si^ffUe to gite a MtfextF^d ojikt pmrpori (feadu 

PrmmkkioOm W iiEmEAt Oe ancient dtj of Yoik hstih htm «nd 
0(^^1786-7. -^ y^ coiKiderdile 6r it'a trade both at himie ^ 
abn>ady and « iweU tke «aid city and e^unty «f the aame city, -as &e 
comity' a^citqpg i^poa ar near mio tihe^riverOuse^ in the oouttty of 
Yaricy halh been nnidi Tslievad, «iaintihied, and aupported hy tlie 
aaid mer, wbicb of late yeaia, m 4iTen pbcea, ihath been fiQed, 
daahedy ond ato^^ped up with aaids and other obatrnctions, ihatsfa^ 
pinka, Imk, Iwata, lig|itett» and othear vesada cannot vkhoot greit 
hawd and difficulty come up to the aaid dty aain (imeB paat, which 
is not only .datnmental to tnkleand the public good, and prgudidal to 
the add dty, bat to ali.'lnidfxa'thef^eto, and to the ownets ^nd occo- 
IMeraneardicreunto; and^riUbeyetaioieinjiinoua totbiana, ifsoms 
speedy remedy or coaffae bfe not taken .and provided for repilriiigy • 
antmdingy and making thevd^ mer more naivigable fmdpaasal>l& ' » 
For ittnedy whereof ftc, tmatees were t 



conustmg df '^ the sight honourable the lind^mayor,* 
recorder, two dty counsel, aldermen, and 8heri£&.of the &ad dty of 
T«rk Ihr 'the Ikne being, aix of .1^ fimr^andrtwoity bdng of ^ 
prky-coundl of the add dty, twdre of the common-coaodl-men of 
the add dty, that k to aay, three of every ward in the add dty, to be: 
elected in the eoundi-chattber of the aifid ci^, aa uaod intiaetmg' 
committees for odier purpoaes in the aame dty." As aay Tacin- 
cies by daath, or reAisd to act, occur, ^' the aurvi v b q^ trustees, « 
the mqjor past of them, shall, fium time to time, by writing under 
their bands and seals, dect and constitute a new trustee or trustees in 
the place of him or them ao dying or reteing to act, so as the vacancy 
of one of the said privy-coundl be sqpplied by one oi the add priTj- 
coundl ; and a racancy of a eommon-cpuncil-man, be supplied by one' 
of the common-council-men of that ward where such vacancy shall 
happen, and so 2md in the like manner, from time to time, as any such 
vacancy shall h^^ipen." 
p The sdd trustees or the major part of them, or any 

person nominated ^^ by any writing under their hands 
and seals," '' have full power and authority by this present act, to 



Aeaae, wcoar, deepen, open, tiiiaagp, or fstraitcD, and mofe mom Oft* 
T%aMe the said river Case, for ships, pitiks^ keels, boats, lighten^ and 
other TesKls, and from thne to time to oontimie, sapport, and main* 
tain each iiaTigation ; and for the better carr jihg on, efiectiog, and 
continmng therec^from time to time, as dley shall thixJc fit, to dig or 
cut the banks of the said river, and make new or larger trendhes, cuts, 
or passagea fix water, ikn. upon, or throng the lands or grounda ad- 
joining to, or lying near the said river; as they shaS think fit;** *^and 
to build, erect, and make upon the lands in or near die said river, 
banks, staiths, pens for water, cranes^ wlu^s, and warehouses, and 
odier works proper and convenient for the navigation «# the said 
river," and '^ to do all other works, matters, and things, whkk ibaH 
be by them i^udged necessary aAd convenient, fhr the better ini|irove- 
fnent, use, or convmiency of the said nav^ation, and for the repaixiiig^ 
continuing^ and supporting the wrarks so to be made." 

Before the tntttees '^meddle with any of t^ land, possession, or 
proper t y of any person or persons, bodies politic, corporate, or col- 
legiate,'' C saving only for the surveying, marking, or laying out the 
ground, or other matter or thing diey intend to use for the purposes 
aftsesaid, which it shall and may be lawfVil for them at convenient 
time and tames to dv) shall Mnpound and agree with 2b ComnoutuL 
tile owner or owners thereof fl>r snd|i damages as shall* 
be thereby donief, or procure some order therein to be made by tha 
connmssioners, or any five or more of them for that purpose, in xnjuaiim 
. ner and form as is hereafter expressed.'* 

For ascertaining and acQusting damages, in cases of . . 

dilute, commissioners were appointed, with power 
under the ''' hands and seals of any five or more of them, to settle and 
proportion what s^tis&etion shall be made, and to whom, and how to 
be divided betwixt landlords and tenants, gr any other having any 
^Huticnlar interest or estate in any of the premises which shall he dam- 
nified or used as aforesaid, for his respective loss or damage." 

If any person neglect to treat after 20 days notice, the commissioners 
are to issue precepts for a jury of 24 persons, against whom all persqna 
concerned, have their lawful challenge. The place in question is to be 
viewed, and notice must be given in writing to the parties concerned, 
eight days before the jury meet to give their verdict; which verdict la 
to be binding. The said commissioners are to meet ^' at York, Stihy, 
Catvood, or Howderiy and not elsewhere,** and for deteimining di& 
^rences '^ at such of the said places as shall be nearest to die place 
where the controversy or niatter U> be inquired of shall arise." 
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Boatmen may haul their vessels^ by means of wiiichei 
^ ^ * or other engines; and five or more of the oommii- 
doners to appoint what sums to he paid to owners of land^ for hauling- 
ways^ and maintaining the same^ &c." Master of vessels are an- 
swerable for damages done to the towing-paths^ or hauling-ways. 
Oiimers of '* ^ owners of, and all and every person or pfeiu 

lands to have sons occupying any lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
jpUasure-lmts. adjacent or near unto the said river, shall have free 
liberty to keep or use any boat or vessel, boftttf or vessels, upon the 
said river for pleasure." 

Owners of " Provided, That the owner or oi^ners of the said 

boats not to i^^^ gj^jji ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ merchandize in the 

carry Goods or j j o 

Merchandize, ^^^ boats, except such for which no toll or rate is tfl| 
except such for laid or paid by this act, and what shall be necessarjfi 
whkh no toU is £^, ^^ ^^g g^^j^ ^j^^g ^g ^^^ f^j. pleasure," * Com^, 

missioQers must settle damages by a jury. 
Rubbish -^^y person throwing soil, rubbishj &e, into the 

ihrovm into river, or laying it in the streets, . &c, so as to wash 
the River. j^^ ^^ ^.^^^^ ^ ^^^^.^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^ offence. 

*' Commissioners not to interfere with the mayor and' commonalty. 
Not tp affect or destroy commission of sewers for Hatfield Chace." 
Disputes about ^^ ^•'^J <^spute arise about the weight of goods be- 
the Weight of tween any master of a vessel and the trustees, the lord 
Goods. mayor may administer an oath to such master, &c»; 

and if he refuse to take it, the trustees may weigh the goods at such 
master's expense; ai^d if he refuse to pay the same, may sell so pauoh 
of the said goods as will satisfy the same. 

The trustees may borrow money on the security of the tolls, which 
^Tc to be moderated as soon a^ s^fBcient mo^ev is raised for the pur« 
poses of the act. 

The commissioner? pier]; to give security for monies coming into 
his hands. 

The commissioners have power " tp assess apd rate the prices of all 
carriage of goods whatsoever water-borne, to be brought uuto or carr 
ried from the said city of York, or to any other place or places, towijji 
or towns, upon or adjoining unto the sai4 river, by any I^aster of a 
ship, pink, keel, boat, lighter, or other vessel, and to cause the rates 
and assessments so made to be hung up in some public places, where 
such ships, pinks, keels, boats, lighters, qr other vessels do gome &om, 
pr to which all persons may resort for their information ; and that no 
eugh master of a ship, fi^k, ied, boat^ lighter^ or other vessel, sjb^ 



tir the freight or bringing of such goods take above tlie rates or ^ic6B 
set thereupon^ upon pain of forfeiting for every such ofiSence the sum 
of 40^., to be levied by warrant under the hands and ^eals of one or 
more of his majesty's justices of the peace £ot the said city oac ridings 
where such master of a ship^ pink^ keel^ boat, lighter^ or other vessel 
shall reside^ or where such goods shall be brought its aforesaid^ to the 
use of the said trustees." 

The trustees or commisdoners are not " to sjtop, hinder^ or prejudice 
the navigation of the river Ihin, or the new river or cut tlirough which 
the said river Dun fall^ into the river Ouse, commonly called the New 
J)uich Cutf or to hinder the passage of boats^ barges, and other vessels 
through the said river Dun and new cut into the said river Ouse, nor 
to prejudice th^ navigation of Aire and DerweuJL" 

The undertakers for improving the navigation of the river Dun, 
may remedy obstructions occasioned by the Ouse. 

The commissioners of sewers for the level of Hatfield Chase, have 
the same power over the proposed, new cuts as they had before, by 
virtue of their commission. 

Any action, &c. to be brought within three months after the fact is 
committed. This act a public act* 

By the subsequent act, fVom and after the 24th of June, 1 732, the fol- 
lowing duties are to be paid : — on " all and every the 
goods, wares, and merchandizes, and other comiYioditics jiald, 
carried and conveyed on the said river Ouse above Wltarf- • 
Mouth (except such manure, dung, compost^ or lime only, as shall lie 
water-borne, and used and api^lied in tillage ; and also except all tim- 
ber, stone, and other materials made use of in or about the works ne- 
•eessary for improving of the navigation t)f the said river) shall pay the 
tolls or rates following, that is to say, Vor every ton of wines and 
l^roceries, almonds, arrack, brandy, cytler, cyder-eger, hops, fish oil, 
line oil, florence oil, sevil oil, and turpentine oil, rum, spirits, tobacciv 
linegar, bacon, hams, sides, and pork, cases and chests by measure- 
china, coffee, cork, drugs and medicines, dyers' ware (except logwood, 
copperas, and allum) flour, glass, (except green glass bottles) haber- 
dashers' wares, household furniture, iron wrought ; linen and lincn- 
<lrapers' wares, lemons, oranges and nuts, leather and calves-skin, 
mercery-ware, silk and woollen, paper white, and books, gardeners* 
needs, salt, tea, and woollen-drapery ware, 9s, 6d, respectively, and £» 
in proportion for any greater or less quantity; for every ton of cheese^ 
flax, pewter, soap, marble, bell-metal, brass^ battery^ and co|\per^ 2k. 
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respectively^ and so in preportion for my greater «r less qamxtifjr; |||r 

every ton of oak bark^ com of all sorts, earthen-ware, green gtsss 

bottles, iron cast and unwrotxght; Iead» 'white and red ; paper, cap, 

white, and brown; grass-seeds, beans and pease, rape-seed, stone, J 

tallow, tin-plates and wire, timber, oak, adi, and ehn, I/, respectively^ 

and so in proportion fbr any greater or less qnaAtity ; fbr every ton of 

allum, copperas, logwood, brimstone, bricks, tiles, ooals, hemp, hay,. 

lime for building, lead> and turfs, 9d. respectivdyj. and so in proportka 

Ibr any greater or less quantity ; fbr every firkin,- pot, cask, or other 

vessel of butter. Id, for every hundred of oysters, id. and that aB other I 

gooda not herein particularly rated shall pay &d wdorem^ si^ch ntes <sr \ 

duties as tiuSi be ascertaiBed by the eommissioners.'' | 

In case of refusal to pay the tolls, the trustees, &c, may detam any 
vessel, boat, &c. ; and if not redeemed within 10 days, may sell goods 
out of her, to answer the same and the charges. 

Masters of vessels, &c., must enter gooda befiire they are uniadint, 
and give copies of the bilk of lading, and pay the toHs befbre they vat* 
lade the vessels, under the penalty of 20i. per ton of goods so unladen. 
If required, bills of ladii^ to be attested on oath. 

Trustees may mortgage the tolls so as not to exceed 5 per cent, ix^ 
terest, and not to injure a former mortgage. 

The duties to be lessened by the eommisaioners, after monicB faor* 
rowed are disdiarged. 

Persons removing to avoid penalties, n^ he followed and their 
goods distrained by a warrant from the juaticea of the district inlo) 
which they remove. 

Casting sort, rubbish, &c., into the river, or laying the same in the 
streets, &c., subject to a penalty of 5j., to be levied by warrant, &c; 
or in case of wanting effects, to be imprisoned till paid ; or in ease of 
inability, for any time not exceeding 14 days. 

Masters, &c., are liable for the offences of their servants in laymg; . 
soil, &c. 

Justices Gff the peace for the city, at the quarter sessions, may app> 
point one or more persons to cleanse the streets, &c., leadibg to the 
river, or any rivulets running into the same, and for defraying the 
charges, an assessment to be made not exceeding fief, in the pound. 

In case of non-payment of the said rate&fpr 10 days oft^s demanded 
the sanMS may be levied by distress and sale, &c. 

Any action, suit, &c., must be brought within six months. The 
general issu)^ may be pleaded^ &c Tlmi act is deemed a public a^ 
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An ACT of PARLIAMENT, 

MASSED JULY 9th, 1812, FOtt THE REGISTERING AND SECURING OF 

CHARtTABLE DONATIONS, 

18 TO THE FOLLOWING PURPORT. 



1st 1 HAT a statement of the real and personal estate, and of thd 
gross annual income, investment, and the general and particular ob« 
jects of all and every charity and charitable donations, for the benefit 
of any poor or other persons, in any place in England and Wales, which 
fthall have been founded, benefited, increased, or secured, together 
with the names of the respective founders or benefactors, and also of 
the person in whose custody, possession, or control, the deeds, wills, 
and other instruments, whereby such charities or donations shall have 
been established, benefited, or increased, &c. may be ; and also of the 
names of the then trustees, feoffees, or possessors of such real or per- 
sonal estate, shall, after six calendar months fh>m the passing of this 
actp be registered by the persons in trust, in the office of the clerk of 
the peace of the county, or city, or town, being a county of itself, 
within which such poor or other persons shall be ; the statement thuH 
registered being signed by the persons in trust, and lefl with the clerk 
tftlie peace i he must transmit a copy of it to the enrolment office of the 
high court of chancery. 

Form, required by the Act,-^-*' A memorial or statement, in pursu- 
ance of an act for the registering and securing of charitable donations, 
whereby it is declared by the undersigned C state the name or names of 
the persoTu uflio si^n the memorial or statement) That the real or per- 
sonal estate (state this as the case may be) of the (state the title or 
appellation of the cliariiyor charitable donation) consists of (state this 
as tlie case may be ; and if real estate, whether it be in lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments, and of what tenure, and where the same are situate, or 
wlietlier of any charge or incumhrance on any lands, tenements, or here- 
ditaments, and whete situate; and if personal estate, describe the nature 
of it, and how secured), and the gross annual income arising therefrom, 
amounts to (state the sum), and the objects of which charity or cha- 
ritable foundation arc (state the general or particular objects ofilie cha* 
rity) and which charity or charitable foundation was, according to the 
best of my (or our, as the case maybe) knowledge and belief, founded 
\iy (state hf whom ; and if benefited, increased, or secured by any other 
person, state the same, and by whom) and the deeds, wills, and other 
instruments (state this as the case maybe; anil if tw deeds, wiUs, or 
other instruments exist, state the same) are^ to the best of my (or our) 
VOL. i.-^to follow page 396. 
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knowledge and belief^ in the custody^ possession^ or control (state this 
as the case may he) of (state the name of the body corpjraie, or natural 
person) and the trustees, feoffees, or possessors (state this as tJie case 
may he) of the said real and personal estate (state this as the case may 
ht) are, to the best of roy (or our) knowledge and belief (state the 
name of the body corporate ^ or natural person, as the case may be). 

r' A. B. 
Signed ]*' C. D. 

'' Trustee, or trustees, feoffees, possessor or possessors, 
of the real or personal estate (as the case may be) of 
the charity or charitable donation hereby memo- 
rialized and registered." 

2d. Wherever any such charity shall be founded, increased, or se- 
cured by any deed, will, or other instrument hereafter to be made by 
any )ierson, a similar statement shall be registered as aforesaid, within 
.twelve months after the decease of the person by whom such instrument 
shall have been executed. 

3d. The clerk of the peace to provide, as occasion may require, pro- 
per books of parchment or vellum, wherein such registers shall be made 
and entered ; and the said book to be kept at the office for public vse 
and inspection, together with an index of the charities, distinguishing 
each by the name of the first founder, where known, or the name by 
which each is generally known. 

4th. In case the persons to be benefited be not wholly within one 
eounty, the derk of the peace where the charity is r^stered, shall 
notify, in the London GaTxtte, the name thereof, as entered in the in- 
dex, and the names of the places wherein the objects of such charity 
shall be, and the particular or general objects thereof, and the name 
of the county wherein the statement is registered. 

5th. If any such charity or charitable donation shall not be duly me- 
morialized, stated, and registered, according to the provisions of this act, 
it shall be lawful for any two persons, or more, interested in such cha- 
rity, to present f^ petition to the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or 
Lords Commissioners for the Custody of the Great Seal, or Master of 
the Rolls for the time being, or the Court of Exchequer, complaining 
thereof; and they are hereby required to hear such petition in a sum- 
mary way, and upon affidavits, or such other evidence as shall be pro- 
duced upon such hearing, to determine the same, and to make such 
order therein, and with respect to the costs of such application and 
procee<ltngs, as to him or them shall seem fit, and which order shall 
be final and conclusive. 

6tb, 7th, 8th« and 9th. Merely state that no proceedings as above 
shall decide any right or title to property so registered^ or as to persons 
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fehtitled to the benefits of such charities. That each clerk of the peaod^ 
when i'equired; sliall make search for any memoriak do registered^ and 
shall give copies thereof, when required, to all persons willing to pa^ 
the usual small allowance for the trouble thus occasioned. That the 
clerk shiill be paid for the trouble and expense occasioned by advertise 
ing in the London Gazette ; and that where any difficulty shall occur 
in preparing the statement, the court of quarter sessions, where the 
memorial is intended to be registered, shall allow further time, as cir« 
cumslances may require, not exceeding six calendar months. 

10th. The court of quarter sessions, as above, to allow the costs at-* 
tending the preparing and registering of the statement to the persoU 
who has effected the some, he dalucting the sum from the money lit 
hand. But these provisions not to extend to any donation not secured 
upon lands, tenements, or directed to be invested in the government^ 
or any public stock or funds, " nor to any charitable donation what* 
soever, which, by the direction of the dono)> thereof, or by the lawful 
rules of any charitable institution whatsoever, may be wholly or in 
part expended in and about the charitable purposes, fbr which the 
same may have been given, at the discretion of the governors, directors^ 
managers, trustees, &c. of such charitable institution, at any time 
whatsoever.*' 

11th. This act not to extend to any institutions of royal fbundation> 
nor to friendly societies, nor to certain infirmaries, &c. enumerated in 
the act. 

12th. Not to extend to any charitable foundation given to or for the 
benefit of the society of friends, and under the superintendence and 
control of persons of that persuasion. 

13th. Not to extend to any charitable foundations, the accounts of 
which are directed to be p&ssetl in the court of chanceiy. 

lith. Where any body corporate, guild, or fraternity, shall be en- 
trusted with the possession or distribution of divers dhariiies, the whold 
may be registered in one memorial or statement. 

15th. Saving to the king, and to all other persons such power of 
superintending and regulating charities, as they respectively bad be« 
fore the passing of this act. 
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ORIGIN of the MONASTIC LIFE. 

As frequent mention is made in this work^ especially in the second 
volume, of the sevf^ral religious orders, a brief account of them may 
be acceptable to the reader. 

The monastic state originated in the east. In the earliest ages of 
Christianity, many persons, in imitation of the Rechabites, the pro- 
phets, and John the Baptist, under the Jewish dispensation, embraced 
a life of solitude, and dedicated all their time to prayer, fasting, and 
other penitential exercises. They were called " Plonks," from living 
alone. Others, particularly in time of persecution, retired to lonely 
deserts. In the year 250, St. Paul, the first hermit, retired into Up- 
per Egypt; where, having attained his liSth year, he died, in 341. 
About the same time, St. Anthony, after spending many years in per- 
fect solitude, permitted a numerous body of men to live in community 
with him, and to leatl, under liis direction, a life of piety and manual 
labour, sanctified by prayer. 

St. Pachomius was the first who composed a written rule for the 
conduct of monks. The communities under his directions inhabited 
the desert of Tabenne, a small island in the Nile, between the ^x)wn 
of Girge and the ancient Thebes. Thirty or forty of them composed 
one house ,* and 30 or iO houses composed a monastery, and the desert 
contained about 13 mon2sterif»s. A Dean was placed over every ten 
monks ; every house had its superior, every monastery its abbot ; and 
a general director superintended the whole. Every Sunday, all the 
monks of a monastery met at its common oratory, to attend at the ce- 
lebration of the Divine IMysteries ; and at Easter, the monks of all the 
communities, sometimes amounting to 50,000, assembled in one body, 
for its celebration. Some aiming at higher perfection, retired to a 
stricter solitude. This divided the monks into the Coenobites, who lived 
in community, and the Anachorites, who lived in separate cells. Each 
Separate cell was sometimes bounded by a small inclosure ; their gene- 
ral precinct was called a Laura. The number of these monasteries was 
very gr^at, but almost all of them were destroyed by the Saracens. 

St. Athanasius introduced the monastic state into the west. About 
SOO years after its first introduction, St. Benedict, an Italian monk, 
framed his religious rule for his convent, at jMount Cassino, between 
Rome and Naples. It was formed on that of St. Pachomius, and con- 
tained the same division of time, for prayer and manual labour ; the 
eame silence, the same solitude; but there was some relaxation in 
tke article of diet. His rule was embraced by all the monks of the west. 
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A celebrated Protestant historian, IMallet, in his history of the Swiss^ 
vol. 1, page 105, speaks thus of their services, rendered to society : — 
" The Christian Clergy, like the Druids of Gaul, were the only depo- 
sitaries of knowledge j tlie only lawyers, physicians, astronomers, his- 
torians, notaries ; the only persons acquainted with the Belles Lettres ; 
the only persons who could instruct youth. The monks softened, by 
their instructions, the ferocious manners of the people ; and opposed 
their credit to the despotism of the nobility; who knew no other occu- 
pation than war, and grievously oppressed their subjects and inferiors. 
On this account, the government of the monks, was preferred to theirs. 
The people sought them for judges : It was a usual saying, that it 
was better to be governed by a bishop's crosier than by a monarch's 
sceptre. The monks were engaged in useful employments; they cleared 
and cultivated barren tracts of land. Next to preaching, agriculture 
#as their principal occupation." 

" When," adds the same author, '* we consider the profound igno- 
rance of the nations who established themselves on the ruins of invaded 
Rome, their exclusive passion for war, their contempt for the sciences, 
the arts, and even for writing, what was it that preserved the human 
mind from being plunged into the darkness of the greatest barbarism, 
and from losing the last remains of Greek and Roman lore ? Nothing 
less than the power of the Christian Religion could subdue those bar- 
barous prejudices. It was necessary there should be a sacred Book, 
which made the knowledge of writing indispensable — a particular class, 
an order of informed men, bound to study and to teach its contents." 

In the Qvarterly Review for the month of December, 1811, we 
read : " The world has been never so deeply indebted to any other 
body of men, as to this illustrious order ; but historians, when relating 
the evil of which they were the occasion, have too frequently forgotten 
the good which they produced." With this remark the writer fully 
coincides, but still he cannot either recommend or approve the seclu- 
sions from the world, at the present day, which these religious orders 
adopted ; yet it is but candid to acknowledge that it might be warranted 
in their times, when persecution pursued the religious, and when ig- 
norance was in open warfare with science and with truth. In the re- 
cords of past ages, we find the characters of the venerable Bede, and 
many others, pourtrayed in colours which must command our admira- 
tion, and rivet our attachment ; for though the original course and de- 
signs of the first founders and members of many of the orders which 
we have here to notice, were, in after ages, grossly perverted ; piety 
towards the Deity, and good-will towards men, were certainly too 
conspicuous in their actions to pass unnoticed, by any but the children 
of prejudice and error. 

F fS* 
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In consequence of tlje general devastation and confusion^ occasioped 
!n Italy, by the Lombards ; in Spain, by the Saracens ; in Fiance, by 
the civil wars among the descendants of Charlemagne ; and in Eng- 
Jand, by the irruption of the Danes ; the Benedictine Monks fell from 
their original fervour. St. Odo restored it at Cluni, and several mo- 
nasteries adopted his reform. By degrees, the congregation of Cluai 
"panted a reform. Towards the middle of the llth century, several 
eminent inen arose in the Benedictine order, and endeavoured to re-f 
8tore it tp its ancient purity ; and each, by adding some new statute 
or custom to the original rule, became the founder of a secondary order. 
Such are the Carthusians, the Camaidales, the Celestines, the monka 
pf Grandmont, the congregation of St. Maur, the order of Citeaux, 
^d th^ filiation fropi it, the monks of La Trappe ; of the latter of 
firhom, a late Protestant authoress has spoken in very high terms*. 

The monks of Vallombrosa, in Tuscany, are the first among whon^ 
lay brothers are found with that name. They were merely attached 
to the order as servants at first ; but, afterwards, tliey were permitted 
to niake their vows ; and have beefi since looked upon as professed 
^ligious brothers. 

The canons regular of St. Augustin, derive their origin from certain 
respectable ecclesiastics, who, in the 8th century, formed themselves 
into a kind of middle order, between the monks of the secular clergy. 
They adopted so much of the monastic discipline, as to have their 
dwellings and table in common, and to assemble at stated hours for 
the divine service ; but tliey made no vows, and often discharged the 
fmictions of the holy ministry, in churches committed to their care. 
By degrees^ relaxation crept into this body, and in the 12th century, 
a considerable refor^nation took place, under the auspices of {'ope 'Si^ 
pholas the second. 

Other individuals, in consequenoe of the zealous exhortations of Ivo, 
bishop of Chartres, subjected themselves taan austere mode of living, 
fmd resembled the discipline of a monastic life. Hence the distinction 
between the ^ecidar and re^i/Zar canons ; the former observing the de- 
cree of Nicholas II. — the latter the directions of Ivo, which were formed 
on the rules laid down in St. Augu^tin's letters, ^nd thence iheir name 
pf Regular Cam/iu \ff St> Augustin, They jwcpt public, schools, and 
otherways rendered themselves of great utility to (he church. A spirit 
of relaxation, however, finding its way into tVir order, St. Xorbert 
introduced a reform into his convent at {^emontri, in Picardy ; with 
great rapidity, it spread through Europe, and converts, embracing tins 
re|bfni^ were thence called Premonstruienses. 

« |ke Lfncelot*^ T^ to A^jet^ Suf, 
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Convents of religious women were founded^ the institutes of which 
^rresponded with tliose of the religious orders and congregations above 
noticed^ and with some of their principal reforms. 

During many centuries^ the Benedictines^ and the congregations 
which emanated from them^ with the canons of St. Augustin^ were the 
only monastic orders of the west ; hut^ in the 13th century^ arose the 
Mendicant orders : These were the Franciscans, the Dominicans, the 
Carmelites, and the Hermits of St. Aiigustin, 

The Franciscans were disciples of St. Francis^ of Assissium. He 
was a man of Httle human learning; but^ in the science of the saints, 
he had few equals. From humility^ he called his religious. Friars 
Minors, or the little brethren. Their chief employment was in the la- 
borious parts of the sacred ministry .r In hospitals, in prisons, among 
the lowest orders of the poor, in every place where labour and danger, 
without any worldly remuneration, attended the exercise of the mi-> 
nistry, there the Franciscan friars were sure to be found. Many of 
them were also eminent for their learning ; and some were exalted to 
the highest ecclesiastical dignities. 

There are three orders of St. Francis. The first divaricated into the 
Conventual Friars, who admitted mitigations into their practice of the 
rule ; and the Observantine Friars, who derived their name from their 
stricter observance of it. In France, they were called Cordeliers, from 
a cord^ with which they girded their habit. The principal of the re- 
formed congregations^ are the Recollects, or Grey Friars, and the 
Capuchins. 

The second order of St. Francis, is that of the poor Oaires, and is re- 
markable for its extreme severity. The third order was instituted by 
St. Francis^ for persons of both sexes living in the world, but united 
by certain rules^ compatible with a secular life. This institute was 
imitated by the Dominicans and Carmelites. There were some mo- 
nasteries, particularly in Flanders, of Nuns, who were called of the 
third order of St. Francis : they vowed inclosure, and had a mitigated 
rule. 

The Dominicans derive their name from their founder, St. Dominic 
He first adopted the rule of the Canons Regular, of St. Augustin, for 
which he afterwards substituted that of St. Benedict, but with so many 
alterations, as almost to make it a new rule. Public instruction was 
his great object ; hence the disciples of St. Dominic were called the 
Preaching Fryars. 

The Carmelites derive their name from Mount Carmel, which, from 
the earliest time, an uninterrupted succession of hermits are said to 
have inhabited, till the 12th or 13th century ; nrhen the rule of the 
Carmelites, as now observed, was established by St. Simon Stock, in 
Pales line. Alberie, their 5 th general, removed from Palestine ; and 
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houses <if thdr order were established in many parts of Europe. A 
reform was introduced into the order, by the exertions of St. Theresa, 
Those who embraced the reform, were, from their not wearing shoes, 
called the Discakeiiied, or unshodden Carmelites, in opposition to those 
who continued Calceated, or shodden. 

The Hermitt of St, Avgustin derive their institute from a bull of 
Pope Alexander IV., which collected into one order, under that name, 
several orders of hermits, and presented a rule for their government. 
An order is considered to be strictly mendicant, when it has no fixed 
income, and derives its whole subsistence from casual bounty. To 
that St. Francis did not wish his brethrt^ to have recourse, till they 
found their own exertions and earnings insufficient. *' \ labour," says 
the humble founder, '^ and wish all my brethren to labour incessantly, 
for a decent livelihood. Let those who have not learned any laborious 
einployment, learn one ; not from an improper desire of gaip, but as a 
jgcod example, and to keep off idleness; apd when we do not receive 
the wages of our labour, let us then approach the table of the Lord; 
and beg from door to door." 

Experience soon discovered that many spiritual and many temporal 
evils attended mendicity. In consequence of these, some of the Fran-, 
ciscan establishments, and almost all the establishments of the threo 
other orders, begun to acquire permanent property. This the church 
first permitted, and afterwards countenanced ; and the council of 
Trent confined mendicity to the Observantincs and Capuchins. 

In 1534, St. Ignatius laid the foundation of the Society of Jesus, and 
the order existed during two centuries. The Jesuits Were, however, 
put down in 1,776, by Pope Clement XIV. ; but were restored the 
15th of August, 1814, by the present Pontiff, Pius VIL 

The Oratorians, the Lazurists, and the Sufjucievs, were eithe^p 
founded or first established in France, during the reign of Louis XIV. 
They lived in community, without being bound by religious vows, in 
the observance of certain settled rules. The Oratorians were particu- 
larly given to the study of theology and sacred literature. The Laza- 
rists and Sulpiciens courted obscurity. The character of the Sulpi^ 
ciens, given by Bausset, the former bishop of Alais, in his very inte- 
resting life of P'enelon, may be applied equally to the Lazarists.— ^ 
^' Avoiding public notice, engaging in no contest, resigning to others 
those good works which confer celebrity, it was theirs to be actively 
employed in the service of the church, in the most obscure and hum-.» 
ble functions ; and, withi^i that modest but useful line of duty, their 
f xertions were uniformly limited." 

Of Military Orders in the church of Rome, there were the Knights 
vfSt* John ofjcr^fqlcnif ^^o, after th9 loss of the llolf Land, re^oi 
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first to Cyprus ; thence to Rhodes, and in 1522, to Malta ; and from 
that time have been generally known by the appellation of Knights of 
Malta^ The Knighh Templars were established about the same time, 
and took tlitir name from a monastery, given them by Baldwin, second 
king of Jerusalem, which immediately joined the temple in his palace. 
They were suppressed by the Council of Vicnne, anno 1312. The 
Teutonic Order was foundt d in the model of that of the Knights Tem- 
plars, in 1191. The order of .S7. Lazanis was griginally founded, to 
4akc care of persons infected with leprosy ; in the course of time it be- 
came a military order. It returned with St. Louis into Europe, in 
1254, and was afterwards united with the order of our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, in France, and with that of St. ^Maurice, in Savoy. All these 
orders displayed heroic acts of valour during the prevalence of that ab- 
surd rage, in Christendom, which produced the enterprizes of the Cru- 
saders, to recover the Holy Land. 



THE RIVER OUSE 

Being necessarily noticed in various parts of this work, it is requisite 
the writer should give a brief sketch of its source and course ; but in 
doing this, he will avoid the uninteresting arguments which at various 
times have arisen relative to the origin of the name. 

The Ure, which is termed the Ouse, after its junction "vvith the 
Sipole, a little below Isurium, rises amongst the Cotierine Hills, in 
the farthest part of Riehtnondshire, about 14 miles beyond Middleham 
It collects many tributary streams in its course through the beautiful 
valley of Wensleydale, and then flows, with a bold current, for many 
miles within the Korth-Riding. After passing Ousebiim, where the 
name changes, it runs to Ijinton-upon-Ouse, Newton-npon-Ouse, and 
Nun-Monkton ; where it is joined by the river Nid, Thence it 
pursues its course to Red-House, Overtouy Nether Poppletou, Clifton, 
and York. Here it is augmented by the strean of the Foss, and flows 
on past Water Fulford, Bishop-Thorp, &c. with a winding course, al- 
most full south, forming a boundary between the East and West Piid- 
ings. Near Nun-Applcton, about 8 miles from York, the Ouse is con- 
«iderably augmented by the junction of the Wharf; and hence it flows 
south-cast by Sclhy, till,' about 4 or 5 miles further, it begins to pur- 
sue an easterly course, and soon receives the Dcrwent, The Ouse i» 
next joined by the united streams of the Caldcr and Air, within a 
quarter of a mile of Booth-Ferry. Two or three miles further the 
Ouse receives the Don, and thus augmented, its stream is as broad aa the 
Thames, near Ijondon ; it is also soon after further enlarged by its 
confluence with the Trejit^ at Bromejlcei, and th^e changes, its narn^ 
to tl»t 4>f 2%<? HumUr, 
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Respecting the Nayigation of the Ouse from the Humher to Yort, 
in former ages, Drake remarks to the following purport : Free and 
open it must hare heen anciently, with a strong flow of tide; or such 
ships as Mcdmshury speaks of, which then navigated the German and 
Irish seas, could not have sailed up to unlade their hurdens, in the 
heart of the city. Invaders of this country, with their fleets, some- 
times consisting of five hundred sail or more, came very high up the 
Ouse, hefore they landed, as may he seen hy the accounts recorded in 
this History ; on some occasions, within six miles of the dty. 

Drake concludes his observations with stating, there is " frequently 
a strange flow or back torrent of water, not ruled by the tides, called 
the Eager^ This makes a mighty noise at its approach, so as to be 
heard at some miles distance ; and, if it was not well known^ would 
cause a great deal of terror to the country about it. The cause oi^ this 
preternatural current I shall leave for the naturalist to determine." 

In process of time, the trade of York, and the navigation of the 
Ouse, rapidly declined. Various proposals were made, and plans sug- 
gested for their restoration, with Uttle eflect. But ' in the reign of 
George the First, the act was procured, the substance of which is given 
in this volume, and it has contributed more to the improvement of the 
navigation than any preceding measure. To enter into the particulars 
of this legislative enactment would be superfluous, as they are already 
given. It will therefore be suflicient here to remark, that on Saturday 
the 24th of June, 1727, tonnage was first taken on all water-borne 
goods, towards defraying the expenses of the improvements eflected 
by it. 

In this volume, page 126, an account is already given of the fish- 
garths, which were in the rivers Ouse and Humber, about the yeai 
1530. And at page 344 to 346, is a description of the Court of Con- 
servation of the river Ouse, a most singular privil^e possessed by the 
chief magistrate of York. 

About 50 years ago, a lock was built a little below Nabum, 4 miles 
from York, prior to which time, the flow of the tide was observed at 
Ouse^bridge, a course of 80 miles from the sea, to be 4 feet ; but since 
Nabum lock was built, the river on this side of it is not affected by 
the tide, except when the lock is under repair. In the second vo- 
lume of this work, pages 168 and 169, are accounts of the Old an4 
New Cranes, in Skeldergate, which are closely connected with this 
navigation. The writer has, therefore, only to notice, in conclusioUj, 
the number of vessels, with their names and tonnage^ which we con 
nected with the trade of York. 
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REGULAR TRADERS. 

London and York* 

TONS Tova 

Oiue, FUxton............. 150 Spring, Bailey ^........... 110 

Means, Leach , ^.... 140 Vine, Steele 140 

Ebor, Collyer 160 Masham, Handley .,, ,.. 130 

York, TiU 130 JubUee, Plaxton 120 

Wetlicrby, Temperton 130 Dairymaid, Corbett 100 

Knaresbrough, ShiUeto 110 Ripon, Leetham 110 

Hutt and York. 
TOH8 Tojrt 

Active, North 60 William and Sarah, Daifoyshire • 60 

Pha>nix, North 90 Carysfort, Whitehead 60 

Ploughman, Stephenaen............ 65 Friends, Scaling 60 

Friends, Stephenson •.... .. 60 Success, Tootle , 60 

Gainthorotigh and York. 

TONS TOKP 

Brothers, Wilkinson 80 Resolution, Gumill 00 

Rotherham and York^ 

Charles and £liza, Deamaly 65 Tons. 

Selby and York. 

John and Mary, Fidd (Packet Boat) .....* 40 Tons, 

Bipon and York* 

TOKS TOK9 

York, Howling...,,, 60 Boroughbridge, Kerridge 60 

Leeds and York. 

TOKS TONS 

Leeds Packet, Hewitt 60 Fly Packet,,...., 25 

Ripon and Hull 

TONS TONS 

Industry, Kitchen 60 Four Brothers, Pew 60 

Good Intent, Wrigglesworth 60 Phoebe, Scatcherd , 60 

Trafalgar, HardcasUe 60 

Newcastle and York. 
Britain, Swift , 80 Tons. 

Besides the above regular Tradeirs, there are many vessels employed in the com 
and cof^ trades, and the following Packet Qoats : — 

One from Newton-on-Ouse, which arrives and returns every Saturday, 

One itom. Cawood, arrives and returns on the same day. 

One from Bubwith, about once in six weeks, carries 35 Tons. 

Also a Steam Packet, from Hull and Selby 3 at first every day, but now veiy 
uncertain. 



fcssilt which passed through Nahurn Lock from Jon. 1, 1816, to Jan. 1, 1816 ; 

Vessels that paid lock dues 2395 

Ditto, with lime, that pay no lock dues 296 

Pitto^ with manure, about •••• f<* 200—— 2891 
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THE RIVER FOSS 

Rises in the ancient forest of Galtres^ a little above Sheriff-Hntton ; 
and, pursuing the course, which, no doubt, was fonned by the Ro- 
mans, enters the suburbs of the city of York, flows by the walls of the 
county gaol, into Browney* Dike ; and, crossing the new walk, yields 
to the Ouse its tributary stream. 

The situation of the grand bason, or reservoir, which the waters of 
the Foss anciently fonned, is aheady mentioned in pages 33 and 34 pf 
the second volume. 

Goughy in his edition of Camden, confirms this account by quoting 
Mr. Drake's authority for supposing it made by the Romans to drain 
the great forest of Galtres, and serve as a bason or harbour for vessels. 
This prodigious collection of water had five bridges over it. The Foss, 
which has undergone many improvements, formerly surrounded the 
castle and CUfford's tower, as mentioned at page 227, 6:c. of vol. 2. And 
referring from the times of the Romans, to those of more modem date, 
we find it is termed a Fish Pond, and belonged to the crown ; for in 
30th of Edward the Third, it is called Stag-7io Dom. Regis de Foss, as 
appears by an inquisition. In the reigns of £dward I. of Henry IV. 
and Henry VI. it is also termed the royal fishery. This fishery, called 
Foss Dyke, was granted to the Archbishop of York, for the term of 21 
years, the 18th of Henry VII. ; but afterwards tlie whole river and 
fishery were granted to the Nevils, lords of Sherifi'-Hutton, from w^hom 
it came to the Ingrams, and afterwards to the family of Lord Irwin. 

In 1793, an act of parliament was obtained " For making and main- 
taining a navigable communication fi-om the junction of the river Foss, 
with the river Oufee at or near the city of York, to StilHngton mill, 
in the parish of Stillington, in the north-riding of the county of York; 
and for draining and improving certain low lands lying on each side of 
the said river Foss." Also in 1801, an act was passed to explain and 
amend the above, so far as relates to the navigation ; and for enabUng 
the company of proprietors to complete the same. 

To these two acts of parliament the writer must refer those who are 
anxious for further particulars, as the limits of this work will not ad- 
mit of a more minute detail. 

• The Broremei/, in the dark ages of superstition* implied a species of evil spi- 
rits, which uifFered from the fair icst t>ie latter being considered as good spirits— 
Xtus Bioxciiey Dike is a place where boys gencridly resort to batlie and learn to 
swim. Hence it is not improbable, that tiiis appellation may have been given by 
their parents, to deter them from die dangerous exercise. 
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Principal CitieSyTowns^ Bathing Sf Watering PlaceSyS^c. 



IN THE KINGDOM. 



Tlie letter S, preceding, denotes a Sea-Baihing Place. 
T/ie letter W-^ an Inland Watering- Place. 

N. B. After KENDAL is given a Route through the LAKES. 



Miles 
Aberdeen . . . . 2ir8 
Aberford .... 13 
Abergavenny . . . 231 
S. Aberistwith . . 215 
Abingdon . . . .191 
Ackworth .... 27 
A I N ST Y — For its Villages 

see page 101. 
Aldborough ... 16 
S. Aldborough, Suf, 229 
Alnwick . ... 113 

Alton 238 

Ambleside .... 103 
Amersbam . . . 193 
Andover .... 296 
S. Appledore, Dev. . 325 
Appleby .... 82 
Arandel .... 249 
Asbburton . - . 32o 
Asbby de la Zoucb . 103 
Askri<^g .... 58 
Atherstone . . . 1J7 
Aulcester . . . .152 
Axbiidge .... 247 
Axminster .... 208 
Aylesbury . . . .169 
Baldock. . . . 162 
Banbury . • . .161 

Bangor 172 

Barmby-Moor Inn . 11 
Barnard-Castle . . 57 

Bamet 186 

Bamsley . . . . 3(J 
Barnstaple . . . .314 
Basingstoke '. . .223 
W. Bath .... 222 

Bawtry 46 

Beaumaris . . . .168 
Bedale 30 



Miles 

Bedford 154 

Berwick 145 

B:;verley .... 29 

Bingley 40 

Birmingham . . . 132 
Bishop Auckland. . 58 
S. Blackpool ... 102 
Blajikstone Edge . . 61 
Blandford .... 261 

Biythe 50 

Bodmin 367 

S. Bognor . . . .263 
Bolton Abbey, near 

Skipton .... 42 
Boroughbridge . . 17 

Boston 109 

Bradford .... 34 
Bramliam Park • . 15 
Brecknock . . . .216 
Bridgenorth . . .144 
Bridgewater . . .263 
Bridport . ... 287 
S. Brighthelmston . 252 
S. Bristol .... 228 
S. Broadstairs, I. of T. 271 
Broomsgrove . . . 145 
Bubwith .... 14 
Buckingham . . .162 

Builth • 260 

Bxmgay 214 

Burford 181 

Burton - Constable, 

Jlo^derness ... 48 
Burton on Trent . . 104 
Burlington .... 40 
S. Burlington-Quay. 41 
Bury St. Edmunds . 180 
Jj^. Buxton ... 70 
Byland Abbey . . 20 



Mlle9 
Caermarthen . . 246 
Caernarvon . . . 184 
Cambridge. . . .154 
Campden, Gl. . .163 
Canterbury. . . . 256 

Cardiff 262 

Cardigan .... 247 

Carlisle 114 

Castle Howard . . 15 
Catterick-Bridge . . 40 
CaveCaStle, South Cave 27 

Cawood 10 

S. ChaimOuth . . .240 
Chelmsford . . . 191 
W. Cheltenham . . i84 
Chepstow .... 227 

Chester 107 

Chesterfield . . « 68 
Chichester .... 257 
Chippenhtim . . . 220 
Chipping Norton . . 178 
Christchurch . . . 267 
Cirencester. . . .198 

Clithero 60 

5. Coadiam ... 56 
Cockermouth . • .131 
Coldstream. . . .139 
Colchester .... 199 
Cottingwith, East . 12 
Coventry , . . .130 
5". Cowes, LofW. . 296 
Crake Castle ... 12 
Crewkhemc, Som. . 275 
S. Cromer, Nor. . 20S 
Darlington ... 48 
Dartford .... 213 
Dartmouth . . . 338 
Daventry . . . .152 
S. Drawlish . . . 330 
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iriies 




Mileg 


Ikal 


.273 


Gomersall^ Great 


. 31 


Denbigh • • • 


. 136 




. . 88 


Dent 


. 59 


Gravesend . . 


. .217 


Derby .... 


. 92 


Grimsby * . 4 


- 70 


Devizes. . . • 


.226 


Guildford . . . 


. 226 


Dcwsberry . . » 


. 33 


Guisborough • 


. 61 


Doncaster . . . 


. 37 


Guisburn . . 


. . 53 




.277 


UaWf^X . . 


. , 42 


& Dover . . . 


. 260 


Halstead . . 


. . 189 


Driffield, Great . 


. 29 


Harborough . 


. » 123 


Droitwich * . . 


• 151 


Harew(]k)d House 


. 21 


Dudley . . • . 


. 133 


W, Harrogate 


i . 21 


Duffidd^ North . 


. 11 


S. Hartlepool . 


. . 61 


Dumfries . . • 


. 169 


5. Harwich . 


. . 215 


Dunniow . • * • 


.178 


Haslemere . . 


. . 238 


Buncombe Park and Rie- 


S. Hastings . 


. . 263 


vaulx Abbey . 


. 23 


Haverfordwest 


. .277 


Dunstable . . . 


. 175 


Hawes . . . 


. . 47 


Durham . • • 


. 67 


Hay 


. 202 


Durdey. . . . 


.209 


HedoR . . . 


. 45 


Easingwold . . 


. 13 


Hdmsley . • 


. . 23 


S. Eastbourne . 


. 260 


Helmsley, Gate 


. . 6 


Eocleshall . . . 


. 115 


Helmsley, Over 


. 7 


Edinburgh . . . 


. 181 


Helperby . . 


. . 16 


Ely 


. 162 


Helstone . . 


. . 404 


Epping .... 


. 186 


Henley on Tliames . 212 


Epsom .... 


. 214 


Hereford . . 


. . 182 


Escrick .... 


. 6 


Hertford . . 


. . 174 


Evcrsham . . . 


. 171 


Heslington . 


. 2 


Exeter .... 


.307 


Hexham . . . 


. 103 


Exmouth . . . 


. 325 


Hithe . . . 


. . 263 


Falmouth . . 


.399 


HohneonSpald. 


Moor 19 


Famham . . . 


.235 


Holyhead . . 


. . 196 


Ferrybridge . . 


. 22 


Holywell . . 


. . 126 


Flambrough . . 


. 44 


Horsham . . . 


. 231 


FKnt .... 


. 119 


Hornsea . . 


. . 33 


S, Fowey . . . 


• 374 


Hounsbw . a 


. . 204 


Fountain's Abbey 


. 28 


Howden .■ . 


. . 20 


Frome .... 


. 246 


Howsham . . 


. . 12 


Fulford. . . . 


. 1 


Huby . . . 


. . 9 


Fulneck . . . 


. 31 


Hudder^ld . 


. . 39 


Gainsborough . 


. 57 


Hun 


. 38 


Garraby Inn . . 


. 12 


Hungerfbrd . 


. . 212 


>r. GUsland . . 


. 132 


Hunmanby . 


. ., 38 


Green Hammerton 


. 10 


Huntingdon . . 


. 138 


Greta Bridge . . 


. 64 


Huntington, Vorks. 8 


Glasgow . . . 


.230 


Hutton, Sand . 


. 7 


Gloucester . . . 


. 191 


Hutton, SheriiF 


, . 10 



Ilchester. . . .270 
Inverness . . . < 636 
Ipswich ..... 2016 
S. Ilfracombe ... 330 
Keighley ... 40 
Kellington, Com, • 351 
Kendall, .i ... 89 
Through the Lakes to 

Lancaster^ viz, to 
Hawswater, thro' Long 
Sleddale .... 15 
Penrith, by Brampton 
and Lowther . . 12 
Ui/SWATER Foot . 5 
Patterdale, or head of UIs- 
water . < « . . 9 
Ambleside, over Kirk- 
stone ..... 9 
Keswick, fromUlswater 15 
Lodore Water-Fall . 3 
Grange . . . < . 1 
Bowdar StoneCastle Hill 1 
Rosthwaite ... 1 
Seathwaite . . . . 2^ 
Wast Water, over Stye- 
head 4i 

Keswick, by Waten- 

lathe . ... 134 

Armthwaite, down the 

East side of Bassen- 

thwaite water . . 8 

Keswick, up the other 

side 9 

Kirkadale .... 5 

BCTTERMERE . . 3 

Scale Force . . . li 
Lorton from Buttermere,. 
down Cnmiunock water 6 
Keswick . • . . 7i 
Castle-rigg. ... 1 
Leathes water . 4 
Dunmaile-raise-stones 4} 
G&asmere . . . 2^ 
Rtdal .... 2 
Ambleside ... 2 
Bowness .... 9 
Ferry-house, across Win- 
dermere . . • • 1' 



Distances Ifrom york. 
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Miles 
iiawkeshead ... 4 
coxiston-wateb- 

Head .... 3 
Coniston-water-foot . 6 
Lowick Bridge • ^ 24 
Penny Bridge « . . 2 

Booth 2 

l^ewbj Bridge . • 3 

Newton 3 

Witherslack ... 4 

Levens 4 

Milnthorpe ... 2 

Burton 4 

Bolton . . , • • 7 
Laxcasteb ... 4 
Ulverston, from Lowick 

Bridge .... 5 
Furness Abbey, by DiJ- 

ton 6 

Carter House, from Ul- 

verston .... 1 

Holker 3 

Cartmel, or Flookburgb 2 
Carter House ... 2 
Kest-bans, over Sands 9 
Lancaster «... 3 



Kexby . . . 


. . 6 


Kidderminster 


. . 144 


Kingston . • 


. . 208 


Kirbymoorside 


. . 28 


Kirkstall Abbey,] 


aear 


Leeds . . 


. . 26 


Kirkham Priory, 


.near 


WhitweU . 


. . 13 


Knaresbrougb 


. . 18 


Landaff . . 


. . 249 


Lancaster . . 


. . 89 


Langwith . . 


. . 2 


Launceston . 


. . 350 


• W, Leamington 


. . 142 


Leeds . . . 


. - 24 


Leek. . . . 


. . 103 


Leicester . - 


- . lot) 


Leominster . 


. . 174 


Lingcroft . . 


. . 3 


Linton . . . 


. . 10 


Liskeard . . 


. .35a 



Miles 

Lewes 245 

Leybum .... 43 

Lincoln 72 

Litchfield .... 116 
S, Little Hampton • 259 
Liverpool .... 107 
Llanbeder, Car, » .215 
Llanymddovry . . 219 
Lobster House . . 7 
LoxDox . . . k 103 
Londesbrough . . 21 
Loughborough . * 98 

Louth 92 

S. Lowestoff . * .232 

Ludlow 163 

S. Lyme Regis . . 241 
& Ljrmington . . 267 
Lynn 152 

IVfacdesfield . . 91 
Maidstone . • . <. 230 

Maiden 200 

Malmesbury • . .214 
Malton . « . . « 18 
W. Malveme, Great 165 
Manchester . . « 70 
Mansfield .... 80 
.V. Margate ... 268 
Market Raisin . . 63 
Market-Weighton . 19 
Marlborough . . .212 
Marske, nr Guisbro* 57 
Masham .... 26 
fT. Matlock ... 82 
Melton Mowbray . 10^ 
Middleham ... 36 
MidhuTst .... 248 
Minehead .... 288 
Monmouth •> • • 216 
Montgomery . . .163 
Morpeth .... 97 
Murton ..... 3 
Myton 15 

Nabum .... 4 
Xamptwich . , . 108 

Newark 74 

Newbury .... 210 
NewbyHaU ... 19 
Newcastle on Tyne . 80 



Miles 
Newcastle und. Lyne 104 
Newent, Glo. . , 191 
Newmarket ... 166 
Newport, L of W. . 281 
Newport, Mon. . . 240 
Newport, Pemb, . 258 
Newport Pagnell . 148 
Northallerton . . 3^ 
Northampton . . 140 
Norwich . . b • 221 
Nottingham ... 94 
Nun-Appieton . . 9 
Oakham .... 112 
Oakhampton . . .329 
OrA)zd 4 .... 222 
Osbaldwick .4.2 
Otley .'.*.. 30 

Oundle 120 

Overton. • • . • 5 

Oxford 184 

Padstow, Corn. . 380 
Pateley Bridge . % 32 
Pattrington ... 56 
Pembroke .... 273 
Penistone «... 45 

Penrith 95 

Penryn ..... 396 
Penzance .... 410 

Perth 224 

Peterborough ... 122 
Petersfield .... 249 
Pickering .... 27 
Plumpton • • « .19 
Plymouth .... 350 
Pocklington . • , 13 
Pontefract .... 24 

Pool 273 

Port Patrick . . .249 
Portsmouth . . .267 

Prescot 99 

Preston 86 

Pudsey 30 

Queenborough . 239 
Radnor .... 191 
.S'. Rdmsgate . . .270 
Rastrick .... 44 
Ravcnglas .... 123 
Rawdiffe .... 3 
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Am-g 


Miles 


Rawden * • • 


. 31 


Somerton . . . . 2H1 


Reading . . . 


. 219 


5'. Southampton . . 2W 


S. Redcar . . . 


. 56 


i^. Southend ... 220 


Red House . . 


. 6 


S, SouOiwold, Sufjlk 2o0 


Reeth .... 


. 4n 


Sowcrby . ... 47 


Riccair. . . . 


. 10 


Spalding . . . .113 


Richmond, VorJcsh 


44 


Spittal Bridge . . 10 


Ringwood . . . 


. 200 


StafTord ... - . 122 


Rinlev .... 


. 23 


Staines 913 


jvipicy . . . « . 
Ripon .... 


. 24 


Stamford, Lincolnsh, 109 


Rochdale . . . 


. 57 


Stamford-Bridge . 10 


Roche Abbey . . 


. 42 


Stansfield .... 46 


Rochester . . . 


. 224 


Stilh'agflect ... 7 


Rokeby .... 


. 5d 


Stilton 123 


Ro55s, ITi'reJbrdshire 


198 


Stirling' . ... 222 


Rotherham • . 


. 48 


Stockbridge . . .234 


Roystoh . • . 


. 158 


Stockton-upon-Tees 51 


Rye 


. 258 


Stokesley .... 44 


S. Sahdgate . 


.271 


Stortford, Bishop's . 174 


St. Albans . . . 


. 180 


Stratford-on-Avon . 152 


St Asaph . . . 


. 137 


Studley Park, nr Ripon 26 


SL David's . . 


. 281 


Sudbury .... 185 


Salisbury . . . 


. 235 


Sunderland ... 80 


S. Scarborough . 


. 49 


Sutton-on-Derwent . 6 


S. Seaton . . . 


. 58 


Sutton on tlie Forest 8 


Selby • . . • 


. 16 
. 59 
.217 


SwafTham .... 165 


Settle .... 


S, Swansea . . . 258 


Sevenoaks • • . 


Tadcaster ... 9 


Shaftesbury . . 


. 258 


Tamworth .... 115 


5. Shaldoh . . 


. 320 


Ta\Tstock .... 340 


Sheffield . . . 


AS 


Taunton . . • . 276 


Shcrboni, Dmsctsh. 


276 


Tewksbury ... 182 


Sherburn, Varkshire 16 


Temple Newsam, nr 


Shinton . • • • 


6 


Leeds .... 20 


KJ4*XI^«A.#Aa • • • V 

Shoreham . . . 


251 


-S. Tenby ... r 270 


Shrewsbury . . 


. 138 


Thetford . . . .1/6 


Skalton .' . . . 


. 4 
3 


Thirsk 23 


k^£KVAiA/Xa • • • • 

Skelton Smitliy . . 


Tliome 29 


Skipton .... 


41 


Thorp-Arch , . • 13 


Skipwith .... 


10 


S. Teignxnouth . . 320 


^. Sidmouth . . 


335 


Tickhin . . . . 43 


Sleaford .... 


91 


Tinmouth .... 89 


Sledmcre House . . 


24 


TivertMi .... 297 


Smallways .... 


52 


Todmorden ... 48 


Siuith .... 


. 23 


ToUerton .... 10 



Torringtdn ... 325 
Towcester .... 146 

Towton . . , ri . 12 
Trowbiidge ... 23(5 
Truro ...... 586 

W. Tunbridge . .229 

UlVerston . . . 106 
Uttoxeter .... 99 
Uxbridge • ... 198 

Wakefidd ... 33 
WaLdngham • . . 183 
Warminster . . . 250 
Warrington ... 89 
Warwick .... 142 
WeUingboroiigh . . 138 
Wellington, Shrop*, 146 
Wellington, Somers. 283 

WcUb 247 

Wendover .... 159 
Weiitworth House . 52 
Weobly . ... 182 
Wctherby .... 15 
S. Weymouth . . 237 
\Vheldrake ... 8 
5*. Whitby ... 48 
Whitchurch ... 118 
Whitehaven ... 145 
WhitweU .... 12 

Wigan 77 

Wi^;inton ... 4 
Winchester ... 241 
Windham .... 197 
Windsor .... 210 
Wistow .... 14 
Wolsingham ... 78 
WolTerhampton . .130 
Woodbridge . . .213 
Woodstock ... 177 
Worcester .... 157 
S. Worthing ... 257 
Wrexham .... 120 
Wycomb, High . . 198 

Yarm 40 

iS^ Yarmouth ... 234 
Yeadon 32 
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THJB FIRST VOLUME, 



A. Page A. Pagt 

AnUAsr •^^.«. — ...^.^•«....<^.. 23 Armsi^eTxif defeats the Iiuh, Scotit 

Agkicola ...,^.......i^.«^...^^^^ 21 and Welch ....^.»^.#. ^ 63 

AiVMT .^: ^ loe, lOl, 192 ATKiirsoy, Ms., Architect ..«^.., S38 

'ALDSKMAir^ deriyafion, auk, and Aukeltits Anaosius, piinoe v£ 

.dudes ....^^..•..^^..•^...^v^ 3S4 Armaricse ....^m^...^.,.^...^.... 38 

AxoEftkEN, arrested /or £saffection AyslabyGeobge, Esq., skin m a 

...^^.•...«..^.^i.ll.i l!..*. 2W -duel ■..■„■...... .„^...,.. 200, 201 

AuBCTus slajs and succeeds Carauans 

•lYoik' • 30 B. 

I. dain by CaMtantins ^.^ 30 BALDOLPHd^eated, andadauttedint* 

AitfciBVT Customs ...^~. 347 to3d0 York in disguise ...«^....^.....^ 41 

AXLAFF maidi'es to Y<ork ....^. .53, M Bav-guest of Yobx .^...^^..^ '290 

AUTIQUITY OF YOEK .^.^.^»^.. 18 BaRIOW's YoRK FiELB, «llffiB5 

jkncHBnnoPS, 71. 84, 85, 88, 95, 06| feunl ^ <280 

. 414, 116, 128, 210. Barons taken in Rebeffiso, and con^ 

AacHBiSHOF ScROOPE beheaded 107 vcjedto Edward second at York 90 

Archery » — ^....»......... Ill, 112 Baas of the City Tcpaired ...... 190 

Arms of the City 340 Bateman, Mary ........... 284 to 280 

AsKE Robert, Esu., executed above Batti^e ^/f Baxxocxburit ..... 87 

Cnffopd's Tower 127 ^— B^lruet 117 

Assizes at York, 21 persons ex- ■ ■ ■ Boroughbriiiqe fSQ 

•cuted ..... 191 Falkirk 86 

■ Monice and ' ■ Fulforb ,.,..,«,.... 6S 
Blackburn tned and execu^ ... 192 .^-.^^^^.—^ Marstox Moor... 179 

■ ' H. Jenkins 193 - ^— Stamford-Bridge 88 
* Woman con- ■ TowTOir Fieij> ^ |ll 



demned&r Wkchciaft .. ..*.^ 200 



9981 Index to Tifir 

n. Page C. Fag0 

BA.TTCE, White, near Borough- CiiBisTstAS kq>t at York, by Edward 

bridge. 89 the third 95 

RcALBY Yari«ey, Esq 245, 282" Cuuuches, St. Helen% in the 

fooTHAM M ^. .«.«....«..» ^ 289 S^tiaile ^ «• 19 

fiotiiciiiEB, Mrs. Mildred ... 269 — — St Gregory^s Porch (king 

B^LASS Flaggox, found inafiddnear Edwin^shead) u A9 

York 253 Trinity Church, in fhe sub- 

BRIDGE Masters 338 urbs, burnt; and' 39 in the dty 71 

IterTAiy made subject to Gaul ... 33 ___ St Wilfrid 89 

Bi&i7€E DxviD, invaded England, and — ^— St Clement^ Fos^pite 92 

was- bnn^ht prisoner to York .... 96 ——Xumber previous to Henry 

ftlnrnxG-pEACES of the Romans 289 tlie eighth ^ 129 

fi^'LAKD Arret, Ectward the second — .^^ l^t Crux «. r3«^ 

surprised at 90 Union of 13^ 

St Sampson's, and St 

C. Dennis's IM 

Cappe, Mrs., Lendal .«.. 232 City Couxsellors 33$ 

Caracalla AND Geta, Scvcrus's CityStewari^ 33ff 

at>n9 ...- ^ « 29 Clifford'* Tower 187, 19(^ 

Carausius proclaimed Emperor, at Coiitaoe at York « 21ff 

York « 30 Coins found in York ^ 301 

Castlegate-Powern rebuilt 328 Comjierce, at York 86" 

Castle of York b2 Cokmodus, the Roman Emperor 24 

Castles of York besieged 63 Common-Council Men 334 

Catitedral & Library burnt 63, 71 Conqiterors, reflections upon 66, 67 

CThamberlaixs of- York 336 Conspiracy formed aga^ist Henry 

Charles the First at York, I4a» the fourth 106 

143» 14^, 14&, M9 to 158. Constarles « 339 

I left York 157 Constantitts lands in Britain, and 

■I beheaded 190 slays Alectus ^ 

Qerkstian Churches restored, by * 8 death in York, and 

Ambrosius .,^ A^ deiiic^on ^. 31 

Christmas, kept at York, by Henry ■ Medals struck 

thethixd ;. 83 on this occasion 31 



by Edward Const antinb the Great, bom ia 
AcsflBoad ^....i 86 York ^^ ^ « t^l 



FIRIST VOLUME. 399 

C. Page D. Page 

CoysTAVTiirE THE Great, saluted Dales Jcvair, Esa., Siiving Bank 332 

Emperor in York 32 Danes tedt for, and arrive at 

Coirvor, with £280,000 for the York 49,68 

ficotg V 189 prove faithless 65 

Coroners ..* 339 Davy Hall 180 

CoRPORATiolr, Sword & Mace 97, 98 Deak of York 270 

Regulated 199 Deanery 147 

Reprimanded, &c 202 Deira and Bernicia 45 

— Charter renewed by Denmark, king of, at York ..m... 238 



James 204, 205, 209 Drought at York 220 

Council of Peers held in York 145 Duel at Penley Groves 200 

147, 149. near Middlethorpe 97 

■ ■ ■ removed to Lon- 
don 149 E. 

■ again removed to Earls of Northumberland re* 



York 150 side at York 56 

County of the City first esta- Earthquakes in York 134, 208, 256 

bli&hed 98 Edward *th£ first, at York ... 85 

. Charter re- — — _ second, do. 86, 87, 91 



newed » 140 ' third and his army 

Court of Exchequer held at at York *. 91, 92 

York 88 's marriage at York 94 

Courts of King*s Bench and — < the fourth crowned at 

Chancery, removed to York 98 York Hi 

Courts of Law held in York, an- ■ admitted 

dent and modern 339 to 346 into the city by stratagem 117 

Cromwell at York 192, 193 Edwards, kings of EngUmd 82 

*s effigy burnt, &c. ... 199 Edward, duke of York, at York 236 

Crosses of Stone in the neighbour- 238 

hood 135 Edwin, king of Deira, resided at 

CUMBEIIL.VND, William Duke of, at York 46 

York 225 slain ... 46 

Curfew , ». 67 Ella slain in battle, or flayed alive by 

the Danes ..*•• ^ 

6g 



400 INBEX to TtfB 

r " * 

E. Page G. Page 

E6sA surrenders himself to Ambrosius, Godfuet and Anlaff at York 52 

lit York 40 GODRAM, deputy governor of York 

Eric put to death at York 65 60, 51 

Etymology of die name of York Gold Chain, worn by the lord 

19, 20, 21 mayor 323 

Exchequer Courts held at York 88 Gold Ornaments, &c found 276 

GooDRicK, Sir Henry 210, 212, 213 

F. Government of the city 307 

Fairfax, Sir Thomas 163, 174, 177 Grant of Edward the fourth to the 

Falkirx, battle of 86 city 114 

Feet of the poor washed 114 Gray, Lady Jane 131 

I^EYER in the prisons at York 161 Guildhall 161 

Filial Attachment 159 

Fire in High-Ousegate 217, 218 H. 

i— in the suburbs of York ...^.. 96 Hainaulters at York ..- 92,94 

Fish-Garths in Ouse & Himiber 126 — i— -— assault several females 

Flodden-Field, battle of 125 in and near York 94 

Flood at York 217 Harold, king of England 58, 61 

Foreman of the Commons ... 336 Hatfield, William of, Edward's 

Forest of Galtres 20, 106 son, buried in the cathedral 96 

Form of York similar to Rome 22 Heads placed over Micklegate-Bar 

Fox, Rt. Hon.C. J., at York 267,268 109, 110, 118 

French Ambassador at York 254 other gates of the 

Frost at York 136 city 183, 200 

■ " in 1784, very severe 261 Helena, the daughter of a British 

Fryar's Gardens 247, 303, 304 king, married to Constantius 30 

Fulford, battle fought there 68 Hengist defeats the Scots, near 

York 37 

G. ....i........ slain in Rebellion 38 

Gates of York and Guard-House, Henry the third attends a con- 
secured for Wm. prince of Orange 215 vention ki York 83 

■ closed on the Sab- the fourth 106, 108 

bath-day 323 the fifth and his queen at 

General Association 257, 268 York 109 

Oeorge the third, Jubilee 280, 287 — — the sixth at York 110, llS 



JTIBST YOLI7ME. 401 

H. Page J. Page 

Hexbt the bevekth, attempt to Jaxes (of Scotland) the 8zxth» bi« 

seize him in York 121, 122 queen at York * 136 

■ ■ ' a eldest . list 
dau^ter visits York 124 of Books published by him ....... 138 

I THE eighth's plan for sup- James, duke of York and l^s duchess 

fvessing Monasteries 126 at York 200, 202 

■ ■ visit to York . II. proclaimed king at Yorjk 2<H 

128 Jenkins Heney, at York Assize| 

Hesse, Prince of, at York 224 ...„ 193 to 195 

Heu^orth-Moor, seventy thousand Jews^ cruelly robbed and murdered 

people assembled ^... 155 73 to 81 

Hetwoop John, Esq. 334 a new colony 81,82 

HoLDERN Robert, beheaded at Jewberry & Jubbergate ..... 82 

York , 116 John, King, calls a meeting at York 82- 

Horse Fair, booths erected 136 Johk-a-Chahber executed ...... 123 

■ Race on the river Ouse during Jubilee 2816, 287 

a frost 136 Judge Jefferys at York 203 

Hospital in York, for relief of the 

indigent 115 K. 

Hubba, a Dane, appointed governor of Keys of York delivered to William tht 

York 50 Conqueror 62 

Hull shut against Charles the first 151 King of Scotland 73, 83 

Hurricane at York 237 King's Evil, royal touch .... 137> 145 

I. L. 

Insurgents executed at York ... 122 Lady Mayoress, first who wore tl^ 

Insurrection at Scamour 130 gold chain , 326 

^ at Famley-Wood 199 Lamps first used at York 207, ^ 

Lord Mayor committed suicide 324 

J. knighted 135, 137,160 

James (of Scotland) the fourth's «—.^— —*-.*. Sir Edmund Cooper^ re» 

dead body exposed in York 125 moved by Fairfax 189, 325 

>i the sixth, at , &c. repair to London, to 

York 134,137 congratulate the king and queen 2(|9 

Gg2 



402 INDEX TO THE 

LoBD Mayor displaced by James II. Militia Laws opposed in Yo^k 234 

: 209 to 236L 

■■ rank, power, and da- Minstek Libbart burnt .,.^». dft 

ties of 308 . Yard, coffins found 276 

stabbed 324 to 280. 



Lord Mayors axd Sheriffs, Mithras, sculpture of, found in 
List of 315 to 332 York 228 to 234 

> two one year 327 Money, value of, in 1314 87 

Lucius, the British king, converted 23 Monk, General, at York 196 to 196 
LucRETiA, head of, found in York Morchar, governor of York 58,61 

218, 219 Mortality in York ,.. 97 

Mount 245, 246, 282, 283 

M. 
Manor-House granted for a Roman N. 

Catholic Seminary 207 Names of Streets, first fixed up 258 

X coinage at ......... 218 Nativity of Christ celebrated in 

Margaret, Henry's daughter, at York by Arthur 43 

York 123, 124 Neville, Sir John, ^d others, ex- 

Marriaoe of Henry the third^s daugh- ecuted at York ...« , ,«. 129 

ter at York 83 Neville Ralph, earl of Westmore- 

Marston-Moor, battle of, &c 170 land , « 106^107 

to 182. Newcastle, Duke of, at York 211 

Martial Combat witnessed by Henry New Jail, silver pennies, &c. found 275 

the fourth in York 108 Nicoll, S. W., Esii. ... 280, 332, 334 

Mary, Queen 131 Ninth Roman Legion 34, 35 

Mayor of York slain in battle 89 Nortiiumbria 45, 51, 55, 99 

Meeting of Nobles held ^t York by Northumberland ^ 99 

Edward the second 87 ■■ . Earl of, be- 

> of Charles I. and the York- headed in Pavement ,. 133 

shire Gentlemen 152, 157 Norwegians land and march against 

. M I. J of the Gentry, &c. of York- York 58 



shire 210, 212, 213 Norwich Troop ,. 181 

Merchants* Hall 160 

Metropolitical Church <^ Yor< O. 

rebuilt,... 40 Octa, Hengist*S8on, atYork 3^ 



yiRST VOI-UME* 408 

O. Page P, Pagt 

OcTAViTTS crowned in York, Icing of Plague in York 135, 136 

Brit^ ^ 33 Plate given to the Corporadon .,. 324 

■ II driven into Norway ... 33 Pomiceium ..., ^1 

■ I I, the Briton, rebelled against Porpoise, or Sea-Hc^ taken in th^ 

the Romans 32 Ouse .- 205 

Orange, Wm. Prixce op 215, 217 Powell, the Pedestrian, at York 254 

OsBERT, king of the Northumbrians, Praetorian Palace, in York .. 25 

at York ^ ? 48 Press^Gang atYork 235 

, insults a nobleman's lady, and Prince of Wales and Duke of 

is killed ^ 48, 49 York p, the Races ^. 263 to 267 

Oswald, king of the Northianhrians, Principal of tlie Piercy family b©- 

resident at York 4/ headed 108 

Ouse-Bridge Prison erected ... 134 Printing — 124, 125, 150 

Ouse, River .., ....#. 126 Prothonotaby , 314 

I overflown , )36 

Q. 

p. . Quarrel between the Corporation and 

Patera 250, 275 Clergy .- 07 

Parliament assembled by Henry the Queen of Charles I., lands at Brid- 

second, in York , 72, 73 lington Quay 161 
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